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The scripture for April is Luke 24: 32: They said to each 

other "Were not our hearts burning within us while he was 

talking to us, while he was opening the scriptures to us?" 

  

Many of our Districts are holding their spiritual day apart 

meetings.  We need these times 

to draw apart and focus on the 

scriptures and focus on God's 

leading us in life.   

  

A few years ago I stepped back 

from Conference leadership to 

care for my mother who had Alz-

heimer's.  It was the time in my life 

when I could return the love and 

care my mother had always given to my sisters and me. It 

was my mother who belonged to Women's Society of World 

Service, Church Women United, prayed and worked for 

justice in the world.   

  

Now seems to be the time again when I am called to serve 

as are the rest of you in leadership positions.  We are called 

to care for our world and the women, youth and children 

who so desperately need us to provide, advocate and teach 

them of God”s presence.   

  

We follow a great vision and legacy as we engage in God's 

mission action in our communities, cities, and 

states.  (Yvette Richard's January Response) 

  

This is our time to show gratitude for God's many bless-

ings.  It means praying, studying and asking others to join 

us in these endeavors.  It means attending Mission u, read-

ing a challenging book, using the programs of United Meth-

odist Women in our local meetings, attending a prayer and 

Bible study group, reading Response and New World Out-

look, attending DOTE, learning about immigration, poverty, 

human trafficking and caring for women, youth and children 

in our communities.  All United Methodists have the oppor-

tunity to walk for peace during Annual Conference in June.   

I seem to be living by the calendar on which I note up-

coming events.  Events that will prepare us to make a differ-

ence in the world.  Watch your District news letter for those 

dates and place them on your calendar.  Take others with 

you to develop disciples.   

  

         teach me . . . and lead me . . . Psalm 143:10  

 
 
 
 
 
 

United Methodist Women 
  

 Iowa Conference 
 C O N N E C T I O N 

   RITA VALLERY, President   

2818 Eisenhower, Ames, Iowa 50010-4304 
515-232-6413   larry.vallery@hotmail.com 

United Methodist Bishops and Church Agencies Statement 
on S.744 

The Border Security, Economic Opportunity and Immigra-
tion Modernization Act 

“United Methodists have long advocated for just and hu-
mane immigration reform that includes a pathway to full 
citizenship with minimal obstacles so that the pathway can 
be open to all undocumented immigrants and so that the 
pathway can be effective, orderly, and humane. … We urge 
the Senate to continue to amend and improve S. 744 and we 
celebrate this first step towards just and humane reform. 
United Methodist congregations throughout the United 
States have been welcoming places for immigrants and are 
ready to walk the many steps ahead to achieve justice for our 
immigrant sisters and brothers. We look forward to working 
closely with the House and Senate to move this legislation 
forward through the process and to perfect it so that it will 
protect the rights of immigrants, strengthen immigrant fami-
lies and thus, strengthen our communities.”  
Iowa Conference United Methodist Women is signatory to 
this statement, along with numerous United Methodist 
Boards and Bishops. Read the complete statement on our 
website: www.iaumc.org/umw 

http://www.missionresourcecenter.org/
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           RITA Thatcher 

        Spiritual Growth Coordinator   
 PO Box 255, West Bend, IA 50597-0255 
          515-887-5959   ritat@ncn.net 

July 14th, 1:00-3:00 — Chairs are invited to attend the DOTE (District Officer 
Training Event) preceding Summer Mission u, at Iowa Valley Continuing Educa-
tion Center, Marshalltown, Iowa. 
 
Our duties as the Committee on Nomi-
nations is an on-going task and one 
for which we need to seek prayer. As 

each of you attend District events, we hope that obser-
vations are being made about potential leaders. As 
you make discoveries, please share with other members on your committee by means of one of 
the Leadership forms enabling the committee to stay in touch with the potential candidate(s). 
I encourage you to attend DOTE to learn about the new structure of United Methodist Women. 

            Jean Janes, Chairwoman 

                  Committee on Nominations   
14206 North 95th Avenue West, Collins, IA 50055 
         641-385-2106      jeanjanes@juno.com 

 By now, I'm sure you have been looking at the studies for Mission u and Fall Mission u.  It is so ex-
citing to be be a part of these two great events. Back when I first got involved with UMW and found 
out about the schools, I had someone tell me that once I went, I would want to go 

back and it’s been that way ever since. 
 
 We have some wonderful reading program 
books this year and I wish I had time to read 
them all! Before long, I will be ordering study 
books, reading books and other materials for 
sale at Mission u, July 14-17.  

So, get your registration forms in early as classes fill up very fast. 
            See you in Marshalltown! 

            Judy Beckler 

       Program Resources Secretary   
    PO Box 229, Tiffin, IA 52340-0229 
319-545-2867   pamab@southslope.net 

        Something to THINK about: 
   1 Thessalonians 4:32 
  “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
   one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.” 
 
 
Are your words Kind? Necessary? True? Are you sensitive to the feelings of others? Does forgiv-
ing come easy? Jesus did not say the world will know Him by our miracles, by our grand testimo-
nies, or by our vast Bible knowledge. The world will know Him by the Love Christians show to 
one another 
 
As United Methodist Women, we KNOW GOD.  THINK before you speak.  
Let’s be sure our Words are:   T= Truthful 
                                                H= Helpful 
                                                I=  Inspirational 
                                                N= Necessary 
                                                K= Kind 
 
Let me know how your Day Apart or Retreat went. Who lead it? Topic?  
Remember there is one in the back of the Program Book  
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In the last newsletter I reported the overall giving in 2012. I 
thought you might be interested in the giving to our Iowa Mis-
sions. In 2012, we donated $32,599.80 to Bidwell Riverside, 

$29,773.79 to Shesler Hall, and $23,017.96 to 
Hawthorn Hill.  Although that sounds like a 
substantial amount of money, it is a small per-
centage of what they need to operate. They appreciate all you do for them, including 
your thoughts and prayers. If your Local would like to give more than the $.75 per 
member to the Iowa mission institutions, just send it through your District United Meth-
odist Women Treasurer. 
 
Please consider giving Gift to Mission cards in honor of someone special. The $5.00 

cards are available through your District Treasurer or at District and Conference events.  The cards 
available are:  birthday, baby, congratulations, thank you, thinking of you, special day, peace, in the 
service of Christ, and Christmas. I would like to quote Kathy Byers  from a past Connection.  “I look 
forward to a day when more Gift to Mission cards are used than Gift in Memory cards so the persons 
who are honored are still here and able to rejoice with us that their special occasion was celebrated 
in part by furthering the mission work of United Methodist Women.”  Thanks Kathy—that says it all! 
 
I look forward to seeing the District Treasurers at the District Officer Training Event to be held at 1:00 
pm, Sunday, July 14th,  before Mission u at Marshalltown. 

          Betty Posz, Treasurer   

919 Old Denmark Hill, Fort Madison, IA 52627 
          319-372-5436  bnjposz72@msn.com 

 
As this Connection is received, United Methodist Women Locals should be 
sending in reports of study classes completed on Immigration and the Bible,  
and on Poverty. There is still time to have a full study or a mini-study.  

 
The study of Poverty will continue for 
another year and the new geographic 
study will be on the Roma of Europe 
( called Gypsies because some thought 
they originally came Egypt!) 

 
Mission Today reports are due to your District Officer at the end of June. An updated report 
form will be in the August Connection so it can be used for 2014 program planning.  
 
Plans are being made for a Welcome the Stranger meeting in 2014 in Northwest Iowa. 
There will be more information on this in the future.  

             Shirley Pfeifer 

Coordinator for Education and Interpretation   
 2471 Highway 92, Washington, IA 50010-4304 
 319-653-5283      sapfeifer@iowatelecom.net 

    
Join Iowa United Methodist Women        

for food and fellowhip at 

    ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
           Get details at our booth. 
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            Arlene Fleming,  Coordinator   
               Membership Nurture and Outreach 
 5300 South Main Street, Apt. 13, Cedar Falls, IA 50613 
             319-266-3322   lwfleming@aol.com 

DOTE will be held on July 14, 2013, 1pm - 3pm. 
Iowa Valley Continuing Education Center,  
Marshalltown.   
I'm looking forward to having all eight  districts  
represented at our Membership Nurture and   
Outreach (MNO) training session.  
 Our time together will be spent discussing: 
       * News from the Board of Directors of the United Methodist Women. 
       * Membership Report Forms. 
       * I will be sharing my compiled conference report. 
       * Concerns you might have. 
       * Sharing ideas that have worked for you or haven't worked for you. 
       * etc, etc, etc.  as time permits. 
 If you will not be able to attend, please invite anyone from your district to represent you. 

May 31 – Human Trafficking Training Seminar  
June -  Annual Conference UMW Gathering           
June10 – 12:15 pm, March for Peace/Justice 
July 14 – 1:00-3:00pm, District Officer Training Event 
July 14-17 – Summer Mission u  
October 5 – Iowa Conference UMW Annual Meeting  
                     Mt. Vernon UMC  
October 18-20 – Fall Mission u  
2014, April 25-27 -  Assembly, Louisville, KY 

CALENDAR 

 
     

     
   A

LERT!!! 

    L
ocatio

n Change: 

March to
 Hansen Triangle     

  

Watso
n Powell &

 2nd Ave 
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Empowering Communities to Stop Human Trafficking:  
An Inter-Faith Conference Training for Iowa      
 
Friday, May 31, 2013,  9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (8:30 a.m. check-in) 
Collegiate United Methodist Church, Wesley Foundation, 2622 Lincoln Way, 
Ames, IA 50014 
Registration: $20.00 (includes lunch) 
 
Purpose: Conference training on identifying, preventing, and stopping human traffick-
ing in the communities where we live, work, and play. The Network Against Human 
Trafficking, in collaboration with law enforcement, justice, social service, and shelter-
ing professionals, will teach participants key strategies for addressing human traffick-
ing at the local level.  

How to identify, prevent, and intervene in human trafficking at the local level, in 
collaboration with “community teams” and law enforcement. 

Issues in trafficking victimization and trauma: implications for recovery and  
      restoration. 
Establishing “community teams” involving law enforcement, social and legal services, shelters and crisis 

centers, churches, hotels, and interested individuals and organizations in their communities.  Com-
munity teams will be supported by the NAHT by consulting, the coordination of regional meetings, 
the facilitation of access to anti-trafficking awareness resources; opportunities for networking with 
teams across the state throughout the year; and opportunities for additional training. 

How to impact anti-trafficking policy and legislation, at the local, state, national, and international levels. 
Assessing how their efforts are making a difference in winning the fight against human trafficking. 

 
The NAHT is committed to working closely with all conference participants throughout the year (and beyond) 
following the conference training, to ensure that their “community teams” are empowered to address human 
trafficking in an efficacious manner, according to their interests, needs, and abilities. 
 
This will be an interactive training event, involving: 

Guest speakers from 9:00 a.m. to noon, on: 
 identifying and responding to human trafficking 
issues in victimization 
best practices for collaborating with law enforcement. 

“Community teams” luncheon 
Strategic engagement, awareness raising, and outreach workshops for “community teams” led by indi-

viduals with expertise in human trafficking.   Community teams will identify their own leaders for their 
local initiatives. 

 
 
Registration Form 
Please complete, detach, and send with check for $20 (payable to NAHT) to: Jane Edwards,   2232 170th St., 
Boone, IA 50036 or e-mail information to edwardsjane576@gmail.com and send check separately.   
Deadline for lunch reservation May 24, 201 
Please print: 
 
Name_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Organization or relevant occupation______________________________________________________ 
 
Email_______________________________________Telephone______________________________ 
 

mailto:edwardsjane576@gmail.com
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LEARNING TOGETHER FOR TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD 
The THEME for 2013 Mission u is a powerful statement.  What does it mean for YOU? 
LEARNING At Mission u, we read, we study, we ask questions, we listen for answers, we share with 
each other, we have fun, we stretch our minds, we open our hearts, we laugh (a lot) -- we LEARN 
about : "Living Sacramentally, Walking Justly", "Poverty", and the "Roma of Europe". 
 
TOGETHER At Mission u we renew old friendships,  

we make new friends, we laugh together (a lot) and sometimes we cry 
together, we sing, we eat, we worship, we pray, we celebrate missions, 
we give, we experience God's love... we can do so much more  
TOGETHER  than by ourselves. 
 
FOR TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD At Mission u, the leaders, the UMW members, the pastors, the men, the 
Local, District, and Conference Officers, the musicians, the Korean students, the Spanish students,  the teens, and 
the children leave different than when we came.  We want to share what we have learned, we want to make a differ-
ence, and we take action.  We are transformed and we watch as THE WORLD IS TRANSFORMED. 
 
How are YOU planning to be transformed?  Register today...Invite a friend or 2 or 3...Encourage your pastor …  
Sponsor a teen or child...Donate to the Diversity Fund...Tell someone about your Local or District Scholarship...Pray 
for God's blessing on those attending Mission u...Get excited to LEARN and to be TOGETHER with sisters and broth-
ers, and to be a part of the TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD!  
I can't wait!  Please join me in Marshalltown July 14-17 for Summer Mission u or October 18-10 for Fall Mission u.   

We of the Iowa Conference United Methodist Women are striving to make it possible for a more diverse 
group of individuals to fellowship, learn, and grow at Mission u. Last year we had eight children (0-5 years 
old) in childcare. We were blessed to have 26 kids in the first Children's class offered in many years. Also 
participating were 17 Youth, 5 Korean adults, and 23 Hispanic adults.  
 
The celebration during the Mission Cele- bration Night included singing in three 
languages, music from a variety of age groups, and video presentations from the 
Youth and Children. Talk about a Joyful Noise! Many of these new learners were 
helped to attend through generous gifts to the Diversity Fund. Their presence en-
riched the entire program and blessed all attendees by having a diverse group learning together. UMW 
leaders from other states are attempting to follow our lead in welcoming new participants.  
 
This year we will again offer child care at both Summer and Fall Mission u events. We will offer classes at 
Fall Mission u in Spanish and Korean. Fall Mission u will also include a Youth class for 11-17 year-olds 
and a Children’s study for 6-10 year-olds.  
 
Let’s continue our efforts to expand this diversity! The Diversity Fund was established in 
2012, with a purpose to promote and nurture the participation of ethnic and younger 
women in Unit- ed Methodist Women’s organization and events. This fund will help de-
fray the cost of registration fees and expenses, enabling them to participate at either 
Summer or Fall Mission u.  
 
We need your help! We invite you and/or your Local to donate to the Diversity Fund. Kindly send contribu-
tions to Betty Posz, Treasurer, 919 Old Denmark Hill, Ft. Madison, Iowa 52627-2865. Please make 
checks out to “Iowa Conference United Methodist Women” and mark in the memo line: “Diversity Fund.” 
Donations are cheerfully accepted any time during the year. Thank you! 

     Beck Heeren, Mission U Dean   

610 East Ross Street, Toledo, IA 52342-2502 
   641-484-3879  becky@alumni.iastate.edu 
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The Purpose  
of  

United Methodist Women 
 

The organized unit of United 
Methodist Women shall be a 
community of women whose  
PURPOSE is to know God, 

and to experience freedom  as 
whole persons through  Jesus 
Christ, to develop a  creative, 
supportive fellowship, and to 
expand concepts  of mission 
through participation in the 

global ministries of  the 
church. 

     

 United Methodist Women 
 Iowa Conference Newsletter  
 The United Methodist Church-Iowa  
 2301 Rittenhouse Street 
 Des Moines, IA 50321-3101 
 
 
 
 

 RETURN ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

La unidad organizada de las Mujeres Metodis-

tas Unidas sera una communidad de mujeres, 

con el proposito de cononcer a Dios y experi-

mentar libertad total a traves de Jesucristo; 

desarrollando una camaraderia creativa y de 

apoyo, para expandir el concepto de misiones 

a traves de la particpacion en los ministerios 

globales de la ignlesa. 

Important– to insure you can receive the “Connection” by email, please add the following 

email to your address book:   

                                                                                                                    UMWIOWACONFERENCE@gmail.com  
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Please share this copy with your Pastor 
and other members. To correct an address, 
report an issue not received, or change 
to means of receipt contact: 
stevensdotti@gmail.com  972-896-3681 


