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III. THE SOCIAL COMMUNITY

The rights and privileges a society bestows upon or withholds from those who comprise it
indicate the relative esteem in which that society holds particular persons and groups of
persons. We affirm all persons as equally valuable in the sight of God. We therefore work
toward societies in which each person’s value is recognized, maintained, and strengthened. We
support the basic rights of all persons to equal access to housing, education, communication,
employment, medical care, legal redress for grievances, and physical protection. We deplore
acts of hate or violence against groups or persons based on race, ethnicity, gender, sexual
orientation, religious affiliation, or economic status. Our respect for the inherent dignity of all
persons leads us to call for the recognition, protection, and implementation of the principles of
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights so that communities and individuals may claim and
enjoy their universal, indivisible, and inalienable rights.
A) Rights of Racial and Ethnic Persons--Racism is the combination of the power to dominate by
one race over other races and a value system that assumes that the dominant race is innately
superior to the others. Racism includes both personal and institutional racism. Personal racism
is manifested through the individual expressions, attitudes, and/or behaviors that accept the
assumptions of a racist value system and that maintain the benefits of this system. Institutional
racism is the established social pattern that supports implicitly or explicitly the racist value
system. Racism plagues and cripples our growth in Christ, inasmuch as it is antithetical to the
gospel itself. White people are unfairly granted privileges and benefits that are denied to
persons of color. Racism breeds racial discrimination. We define racial discrimination as the
disparate treatment and lack of full access to resources and opportunities in the church and in
society based on race or ethnicity. Therefore, we recognize racism as sin and affirm the
ultimate and temporal worth of all persons. We rejoice in the gifts that particular ethnic histories
and cultures bring to our total life. We commend and encourage the self-awareness of all racial
and ethnic groups and oppressed people that lead them to demand their just and equal rights as
members of society. We assert the obligation of society and groups within the society to
implement compensatory programs that redress long-standing, systemic social deprivation of
racial and ethnic people. We further assert the right of members of racial and ethnic groups to
equal opportunities in employment and promotion; to education and training of the highest
quality; to nondiscrimination in voting, in access to public accommodations, and in housing
purchase or rental; to credit, financial loans, venture capital, and insurance policies; and to
positions of leadership and power in all elements ofour life together. We support affirmative
action as one method of addressing the inequalities and discriminatory practices within our
Church and society.
H) Rights of Immigrants—We recognize, embrace, and affirm all persons, regardless of country
of origin, as members of the family of God. We affirm the right of all persons to equal
opportunities for employment, access to housing, health care, education, and freedom from
social discrimination. We urge the Church and society to recognize the gifts, contributions, and
struggles of those who are immigrants and to advocate for justice for all.
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IV. THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY

We claim all economic systems to be under the judgment of God no less than other facets of the
created order. Therefore, we recognize the responsibility of governments to develop and
implement sound fiscal and monetary policies that provide for the economic life of individuals
and corporate entities and that ensure full employment and adequate incomes with a minimum
of inflation. We believe private and public economic enterprises are responsible for the social
costs of doing business, such as employment and environmental pollution, and that they should
be held accountable for these costs. We support measures that would reduce the concentration
of wealth in the hands of a few. We further support efforts to revise tax structures and to
eliminate governmental support programs that now benefit the wealthy at the expense of other
persons.
F) Foreign Workers—For centuries people have moved across borders in search of work. In our
global world this is still a relevant and increasing form of immigration. Improved wages, better
working conditions, and jobs available are reasons for due to work opportunities. Workers from
other countries are in many societies an important resource to fill the society’s need of workers.
But foreign workers too often meet exploitation, absence of protecting laws, and unreasonable
wages and working conditions. We call upon governments and all employers to ensure for
foreign workers the same economic, educational, and social benefits enjoyed by other citizens.
Foreign workers also need a religious fellowship, and we call for the churches to include these
in their care and fellowships and to support them in their efforts for better conditions.
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V. The Political Community

While our allegiance to God takes precedence over our allegiance to any state, we
acknowledge the vital function of government as a principal vehicle for the ordering of society.
Because we know ourselves to be responsible to God for social and political life, we declare the
following relative to governments:
A) Basic Freedoms and Human Rights—We hold governments responsible for the protection of
the rights of the people to free and fair elections and to the freedoms of speech, religion,
assembly, communications media, and petition for redress of grievances without fear of reprisal;
to the right to privacy; and to the guarantee of the rights to adequate food, clothing, shelter,
education, and health care. The form and the leaders of all governments should be determined
by exercise of the right to vote guaranteed to all adult citizens. We also strongly reject domestic
surveillance and intimidation of political opponents by governments in power and all other
misuses of elective or appointive offices. The use of detention and imprisonment for the
harassment and elimination of political opponents or other dissidents violates fundamental
human rights. Furthermore, the mistreatment or torture, and other cruel, inhumane, and
degrading treatment or punishment of persons by governments for any purpose violates
Christian teaching and must be condemned and/or opposed by Christians and churches
wherever and whenever it occurs.
The Church regards the institution of slavery, the practice and commission of genocide, war
crimes, crimes against humanity, and aggression as infamous and atrocious evils. Such evils
are destructive of humanity, promote impunity, and therefore must be unconditionally prohibited
by all governments and shall never be tolerated by the Church.

B) Political Responsibility—The strength of a political system depends upon the full and willing
participation of its citizens. The church should continually exert a strong ethical influence upon
the state, supporting policies and programs deemed to be just and opposing policies and
programs that are unjust.

H) Criminal and Restorative Justice—To protect all persons from encroachment upon their
personal and property rights, governments have established mechanisms of law enforcement
and courts. A wide array of sentencing options serves to express community, outrage,
incapacitate dangerous offenders, deter crime, and offer opportunities for rehabilitation. We
support governmental measures designed to reduce and eliminate crime that are consistent
with respect for the basic freedom of persons.
We reject all misuse of these mechanisms, including their use for the purpose of revenge or for
persecuting or intimidating those whose race, appearance, lifestyle, economic condition, or
beliefs differ from those in authority. We reject all careless, callous, or discriminatory
enforcement of law that withholds justice from persons with disabilities and all those who do not
speak the language of the country in which they are in contact with the law enforcement. We
further support measures designed to remove the social conditions that lead to crime, and we
encourage continued positive interaction between law enforcement officials and members of the
community at large.
In the love of Christ, who came to save those who are lost and vulnerable, we urge the creation
of a genuinely new system for the care and restoration of victims, offenders, criminal justice
officials, and the community as a whole. Restorative justice grows out of biblical authority, which
emphasizes a right relationship with God, self, and community. When such relationships are
violated or broken through crime, opportunities are created to make things right. Most criminal
justice systems around the world are retributive. These retributive justice systems profess to
hold the offender accountable to the state and use punishment as the equalizing tool for
accountability. In contrast, restorative justice seeks to hold the offender accountable to the
victimized person, and to the disrupted community. Through God’s transforming power,
restorative justice seeks to repair the damage, right the wrong, and bring healing to all involved,
including the victim, the offender, the families, and the community. The Church is transformed
when it responds to the claims of discipleship by becoming an agent of healing and systemic
change.

¶165.

VI. The World Community

God’s world is one world. The unity now being thrust upon us by technological revolution has
far outrun our moral and spiritual capacity to achieve a stable world. The enforced unity of
humanity, increasingly evident on all levels of life, presents the Church as well as all people with
problems that will not wait for answer: injustice, war, exploitation, privilege, population,
international ecological crisis, proliferation of arsenals of nuclear weapons, development of
transnational business organizations that operate beyond the effective control of any
governmental structure, and the increase of tyranny in all its forms. This generation must find
viable answers to these and related questions if humanity is to continue on this earth. We
commit ourselves as a Church to the achievement of a world community that is a fellowship of
persons who honestly love one another. We pledge ourselves to seek the meaning of the
gospel in all issues that divide people and threaten the growth of world community.

A) Nations and Cultures—As individuals are affirmed by God in their diversity, so are nations
and cultures. We recognize that no nation or culture is absolutely just and right in its treatment
of its own people, nor is any nation totally without regard for the welfare of its citizens. The
Church must regard nations as accountable for unjust treatment of their citizens and others
living within their borders. While recognizing valid differences in culture and political philosophy,
we stand for justice and peace in every nation.
B) National Power and Responsibility—Some nations possess more military and economic
power than do others. Upon the powerful rests responsibility to exercise their wealth and
influence with restraint. We affirm the right and duty of people of all nations to determine their
own destiny. We urge the major political powers to use their nonviolent power to maximize the
political, social, and economic self-determination of other nations rather than to further their own
special interests. We applaud international efforts to develop a more just international economic
order in which the limited resources of the earth will be used to the maximum benefit of all
nations and peoples. We urge Christians in every society to encourage the governments under
which they live and the economic entities within their societies to aid and work for the
development of more just economic orders.
D) Justice and Law—Persons and groups must feel secure in their life and right to live within a
society if order is to be achieved and maintained by law. We denounce as immoral an ordering
of life that perpetuates injustice and impedes the pursuit of peace. Peoples and nations feel
secure in the world community when law, order, and human rights are respected and upheld.
Believing that international justice requires the participation of all peoples and nations, we
endorse the United Nations, its related bodies, the International Court of Justice and the
International Criminal Court as the best instruments now in existence to achieve a world of
justice and law. We commend the efforts of all people in all countries who pursue world peace
through law. We endorse international aid and cooperation on all matters of need and conflict.
We urge acceptance for membership in the United Nations of all nations who wish such
membership and who accept United Nations responsibility. We urge the United Nations to take
a more aggressive role in the development of international arbitration of disputes and actual
conflicts among nations by developing binding third-party arbitration. Bilateral or multilateral
efforts outside of the United Nations should work in concert with, and not contrary to, its
purposes. We reaffirm our historic concern for the world as our parish and seek for all persons
and peoples full and equal membership in a truly world community.

