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We are indeed sad to report three deaths 

in the ranks of mission volunteers.  

 

Jean Houston passed away at home on 

April 9. Many of the readers of this news-

le�er have worked with Jean on a mission 

trip or on one of the many commi�ees, 

boards, or agencies in which she par"ci-

pated. She had served as chair of the Con-

ference VIM Commi�ee for four years and 

again as co-chair for eight years. She was 

serving on District UMW, District Board of 

Ordained Ministry, Conference Board of 

Global Ministries, Conference Board of 

Laity, and Co-Coordinator of Ingathering at 

the "me of her death. 

 

Roberta Peters, a long "me VIMer, died 

May 2 in Des Moines.  She and her hus-

band, Dick, were members at Union Park 

UMC in Des Moines and had gone on sev-

eral mission trips with Beverly Nolte, as 

well as having gone to Nigeria twice. They 

did lots of volunteer work in Des Moines 

and Camp Wesley Woods and were very 

ac"ve in Ingathering. She was also ac"ve 

in UMW and, un"l recently, par"cipated in 

the group that prepared mailings from the 

conference center. 

Tommy Tucker, a long "me VIMer passed 

away since the last newsle�er. Tommy 

and his wife, Rae, served in many places. 

He is remembered as the go-to guy when-

ever cabinetry was needed, whether in 

Mexico, at a conference camp or at Mid-

west Mission Distribu"on Center in Illi-

nois. 

Jean Houston, former UMVIM Conference Coordi-

nator and NCJ board member 



N e w  P l a c e s  f o r  I o w a  V o l u n t e e r s   
B y B ev er l y Nol t e  
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The new place was El Salvador, a small 

country nestled between the Pacific 

Ocean and Honduras. A poor country 

where people who work in the city, ride 

the dozens of buses that crowd the 

streets during the rush hours. The majori-

ty of people are of Indian descent earning 

from $2.50 to $10 per day.  It is here that 

the Iglesia Evangelica Metodista has 13 

churches sca�ered throughout the coun-

try, all small but vibrant in worship and 

ministry. On Sundays, the worship service 

beats to the rhythm of the praise band, 

animated singing, spirited preaching, and 

warm fellowship.  

For 18 Iowans from 8 towns, new places 

were in San Salvador working with 

the Methodist Church as part of a work 

trip from Jan. 26 – Feb. 9, 2013.  

Our work was with Villa Nueva (New Life) 

Methodist Church helping remodel a res-

taurant into a two-story church building. 

Dirt from the lower level, which was 

called “The Pit,” had been hauled out 

making way for cement walls to be con-

structed, rebar columns to be made 

forming walls to separate the proposed 

classrooms, and medical clinic.  

The Villa Nueva Church was painted by 

the “holy rollers,” our pain"ng team, 

with beige on the inside and a melon/

grass green combo painted outside. 

Perched on ladders, painters were able to 

reach the very high walls of the church. 

The UM symbol of the Cross and Flame 

was painted on the church, as well as 

le�ering from Proverbs 1:7. This new 

pain"ng job was to discourage drug 

gangs from wri"ng graffi" on the church 

walls.  

Upon comple"ng the Villa Nueva pain"ng 

project, the holy rollers moved across 

town to Bethel Evangelical Methodist 

Church. This was in the gated community 

of “4 de Octobre,” which had been the 

loca"on of a drug gang. This church sup-

ports a half-way house for recovering drug 

addicts, which was just steps away from the 

church thus a metal gate at the street to keep 

out gangs. The interior of the house was paint-

ed white with melon on the outside. The next 

rolling job was the church with the sanctuary 

in the upper floor and the community center 

on the ground floor. AJer pain"ng this church, 

our El Salvadoran coordinator told the group 

that they had painted all of the church proper-

"es in San Salvador and had worked them-

selves out of a job. With a day and a half free, 

we decided to paint two rooms in the pastor’s 

home, as well as the veranda and outside of 

the home.  

A buzzing hum of female voices with laughter 

and mul"ple transla"ons could be heard in the 

Villa Nueva sanctuary as local church women 

learned how to sew on three purchased sew-

ing machines. The sewing classes were produc-

"ve and the women learned the basics of 

threading a machine, puLng in the bobbin, 

and sewing simple purses, pot holders, and 

aprons. The women beamed with delight to 

show off their crea"ons and plan to con"nue 

sewing classes to make items to sell with 

profits given to the church.  

Every aJernoon the Bible School was set up 

outside of the church in an alley where chil-

dren from ages 3 to 13 came for lessons, 

songs, craJs, music, and snacks. By the end of 

the 9 day session, more than 100 children had 

par"cipated with church youth assis"ng and 

transla"ng for the Iowa teachers.     

Team member Jody Wilson of La Porte City 

expresses his sen"ments: “The biggest impres-

sion I felt from the people was that they were 

so grateful for us to help them, that we would 

give them our "me, leave our families, listen to 

them and learn about their life and share to-

gether our love for Jesus Christ. Our ac"ons 

say we care.” 

Iowa team members returned from El Salvador 

where they experienced open hearts, open 

minds, and open doors.   
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Lisa Maupin is a United Methodist mis-

sionary serving as a Church and Communi-

ty Worker assigned to United Methodist 

Ministries—Missouri River District, a pro-

ject of the Nebraska Annual Conference. 

 

United Methodist Ministries--Missouri 

River District has evolved since its found-

ing in 1966 into a direct-services opera-

"on with a major emphasis on food secu-

rity. While centered in the Missouri River 

District, it is a conference-wide ministry. 

The district covers 11 mostly rural coun-

"es and one urban county (Omaha). The 

program today has more than 70 part-

ners, including groups within other de-

nomina"ons; public and private schools; 

refugee, immigrant, and ethnic popula-

"ons; and the business community. The 

Big Garden is its coopera"ve approach to 

community-based food produc"on. 

 

Lisa’s work is focused on expanding the 

par"cipa"on of congrega"ons, increasing 

exposure through the communica"ons 

media, cul"va"ng the volunteer base, and 

assis"ng in food security efforts. 

 

A na"ve of Wallace, Nebraska, Lisa holds a 

Bachelor of Arts degree in communica-

"ons from Has"ngs College. She joined 

the staff of United Methodist Ministries in 

2006 as director of communica"ons and 

volunteers. She previously worked for the 

American Lung Associa"on. 

 

Lisa describes her call to mission as "one 

of iden"fying passions, establishing con-

nec"ons, and finding concrete ways to put 

faith into ac"on." She finds "mission and 

jus"ce work" to be among her passions. 

Her view of mission is quite clear: "I view 

mission as the part of church where faith 

meets the world. It is in mission that we put 

into prac"ce our belief system, test our faith, 

and reach out to those who have been mar-

ginalized….Faith in ac"on is that understand-

ing of why we believe in God, and also the 

moment when we see those that have been 

marginalized as human beings that need to 

feel connected just like we do." 

 

The project lis"ng for mission volunteers is 

shown below: 

 

UNITED METHODIST MINISTRIES - OMAHA, 

Contact: Lisa Maupin, 2665 Farnam Street, 

Suite 102, Omaha, NE  68131. 402-898-9862,  

<lmaupin@bigmuddyumc.org>.   Mission ex-

periences combine hands-on work at mission 

sites and small group work focused on mis-

sion and jus"ce issues.  Team ac"vi"es in-

clude: working in a community garden and 

learning about food security; assis"ng at a 

shelter and learning about homelessness; 

working at food pantries and other emergen-

cy relief agencies that address systemic issues 

of poverty; sor"ng dona"ons at a thriJ store 

and learning about economic jus"ce; 

and looking at methods of dismantling 

racism, access to arts and literacy ac-

"vi"es, and issues surrounding immi-

gra"on. Year round work. Cost:  $10/

person/day for project costs and $15/

person/day for lodging (if lodging is 

required).  Lodging includes showers 

and cooking facili"es.  Max:  25-30. J, 

S, A, (UMVIM Project #0000-0317-SCJ: 

updated 3/17/09) 

 



 

Iowa Conference P a g e  4  

A Jurisdic"onal team of youth/young 

adults will be in mission with the folks of 

the Church for All People (C4AP) in Co-

lumbus, OH. This is a very diverse UMC 

in West Ohio.  

• Saturday July 13 - arrive and get 

se�led. 

• Sunday July 14 - we will worship 

with the members of C4AP and in the 

aJernoon get a orienta"on from Marga-

ret Madison, volunteer and project co-

ordinator. 

• During the week, there would be a 

diversity of projects - community gar-

den, free store, serving meals, some 

clean-up and light construc"on. We will 

stay onsite and have free lunches with 

the community, there is a kitchen for 

preparing breakfasts and dinners. 

• Fun day - scheduled for Friday. 

July 20 - Team members will depart to 

serve "at home." 

   Each team member will be responsible for 

geLng themselves to the mission site. The 

cost for the week, once you have arrived, 

will be $250 each ($50 for project costs and 

$200 to cover food, lodging and transporta-

"on to any off site projects) 

   This would be an excellent opportunity 

for youth from smaller congrega"ons that 

would like to join a mission!  Max of 20 per-

sons (youth and adults) 

    Submit the online applica"on 

(www.umvimncj.org) and send in a deposit 

of $50 to secure your spot on the team. 

Make check out to UMVIM-NCJ with C4AP 

mission in the memo line. Send to UMIVM-

NCJ, 910 4th St., Suite D, Brookings, SD 

57006.  

    Adults and youth 18 and over are encour-

aged to take the UMVIM team leader train-

ing op"on that will be given during the 

week, enabling them to be ready to lead a 

team themselves!   

M is s io n  D i s c o v e ry   
Church for All People, Columbus, OH—Mission Discovery dates - July 13-20, 2013!   

Are you called to lead a team? 
 

Come and learn how to organize and lead a mission team in Iowa, the United States, 

or around the world. Join experienced team leaders to learn skills and informa"on 

for planning and leading a mission team.  Resources for VIM teams will be highlight-

ed, including mission insurance, team training, “Do No Harm,” and spiritual for-

ma"on. When engaged in mission, it is important to inten"onally use the serving 

experience as a tool for spiritual forma"on. This training will equip you to lead oth-

ers in mission where you will see and experience the abundant miracles of God’s 

love. We look forward to working with you. 

 

Team leader training is being offered at Roundup on August 17, 2013. Use the 

Roundup registra"on form and indicate your desire to par"cipate in the training. It 

is OK to a�end only the training. 



Three Trips with Susan Ryon 

 
Henderson Se�lement Work Trip, Frakes, Kentucky 

September 29-October 5, 2013 

UMCOR Sager-Brown Work Trip, Baldwin, Louisiana 

January 19-24, 2014 
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Dulac Community Center Work Trip, Dulac, Louisiana 

January 26-February 1, 2014 

 

 

 

 

Call or Email for a registra"on form or with ques"ons: 

Susan Ryon 

421 42
nd
 St. #3 

Des Moines, IA  50323 

515-829-6511  

smryon421@gmail.com 

 

 

U M  V o l u n t e e r s  i n  M i s s i o n  



Neighborhood Connections Ministries 

Receiving Newsletters 

You could be spending 5 days at The Center. We will serve at a meal site, serving 

others in the neighborhood, and yard work. NCM Team provides a place to stay, 

showers, breakfast and lunch for the students. Students will be in mission projects 

during the day and enjoy the area for evening ac"vi"es. 

 

• $250 per par"cipant.  

• NCM gears our mission trips for middle and high school students. 

• Call The Center at 563-323-5295 or Pastor Ron Carlson at  563-324-5278. 

 

Check our website for more details: h-p://www.thecenter-davenport.com/ 

North Central Jurisdiction Offers Insurance options  

Medical/accident/foreign liability insurance for $2.25/day/person + a $10 registra-

"on fee per team member.  Find the Passport to Ministry (PTM) insurance packet 

and informa"on here h�p://www.umvimncj.org/NCJVIM/Forms.html 

 

There is also a na"onal PTM policy available for teams travelling at least 100 miles 

from home, par"cularly for folks on your team that may not have any medical insur-

ance coverage. Write umvim-ncj@brookings.net for informa"on on this. 

 

We also have travel insurance if you wish to cover the cost of the plane "cket to 

places known to have problems with air travel. 

 

GBGM insurance is now an online applica"on for supplemental accident coverage at 

$.80/day/per team member: h�p://www.umcmission.org/Get-Involved/Volunteer-

Opportuni"es/Resources/Insurance 

Notify Dan Houston if you would like to receive e-mailed Conference up-

dates and emailed Jurisdiction UMVIM newsletters and updates.  

 

Dan Houston 

1530 Quill Avenue 

Madrid, IA 50156 
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515-432-1226 

danhouston84@yahoo.com 

 



IOWA UMVIM ROUNDUP 
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August 16-18, 2013 

Lake Okoboji Camp and Retreat Center 

21413 154
th
 Street Place, Spirit Lake IA 51360 

Phone: 712-336-2936 

 

DIRECTIONS TO CAMP 

At the Junc"on of Highway 9 & 71 (WalMart), in Spirit Lake, go West on 9 for 1/2 mile. Turn leJ (south) on 155th Street. Travel 2 

miles then turn right on 215th - North Campus sign is on your leJ.  

 

Friday, August 16, 2013 

 4:00 P.M.  Registra�on, fellowship, and se!le in �me 

 6:00    Evening meal 

 7:00   Welcome, introduc�ons, and orienta�on 

7:30 Lisa Maupin 

9:00 Snacks, fellowship and choosing Saturday’s projects 

 

Saturday, August 17, 2013 

 7:00 A.M.  Devo�ons  

 7:15   Breakfast 

 8:00   Assignments and work 

Noon   Lunch 

1:00   Work  

1:00   Team Leader Training (Note: Manual cost is $25.00) 

5:00   Time to relax and clean up 

6:00   Dinner 

7:00   Lisa Maupin  

8:00   Snacks and fellowship 

 

Sunday, August 18, 2013 

7:30 A.M.  Breakfast 

8:15 Worship Service  

9:15   Homeward Bound 

 

The work we will be doing will be varied – perhaps pain�ng, repairing, cleaning, cu<ng wood, etc. 

There will be a freewill offering for meals. Remember to bring your own bedding, towels, etc. 

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ ___  (CUT HERE) ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 

   

Name(s)_______________________________________________________________________Phone (______)______________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How many will attend? ____________ Registration fee $5.00 each ____________ or $10.00 per family ____________ 

Accommodations needed: Dorm Beds _______________Camp Site (on the lawn) _____________________________ 

There will be a free-will offering for the meals. We need a count of who will be there to eat. Write in the number of people for: 

Friday evening ______Saturday Breakfast ______Saturday Lunch ______ Saturday evening _______ Sunday breakfast _________ 

Special accommodation needed________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to take Team Leader Training? Name(s)______________________________________________________________ 

 

Make checks payable to Iowa Annual Conference  with VIM on the memo line.  Please send this form by Aug. 12, 2013 to Elaine 

Capek, 21700 Girl Scout Road, Epworth, IA 52045-8919 or ecapek@hotmail.com 

 

We welcome Lisa Maupin, a 

United Methodist missionary 

assigned to United Methodist 

Ministries, Omaha, Nebraska. 

A na"ve of Wallace, 

Nebraska, Lisa holds a 

Bachelor of Arts degree in 

communica"ons from 

Has"ngs College. She joined 

the staff of United Methodist 

Ministries in 2006 as director 

of communica"ons and 

volunteers. She previously 

worked for the American 

Lung Associa"on.  



IOWA CONFERENCE VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION COMMITTEE 
 

Conference Coordinator – Kathy Martin, 3259 Stone Park Blvd, Sioux City, IA 51104-2253, 712-490-1369, martink@morningside.edu 

As of  6-11-13— Melisa Bracht-Wagner, 404  S Main St, Mount Pleasant , IA 52641, 319-929-3281, melisa.brachtwagner@yahoo.com 

Central – Ron and Marcia Peeler, 807 N Buxton St, Indianola, IA 50125-1315, 515-961-6603, peelerpack@aol.com 

East Central – Marcus Beebe, 2415 Kenway Blvd SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404, 319-362-2326, beardedwonder52@aol.com 

North Central – Boyd Crees, 1535 Hwy 3, Goldfield, IA 50542-7557, 515-825-3939, foto_man@aol.com 

Northeast - Larry and Kathy Bigelow, 834 Dohrmann Street, Jesup, IA 50648, 319-827-6144, bigelowl@jtt.net 

 

Northwest – Dean Gabhart, 690 14th Avenue NE, Sioux Center, IA 51250, 712-722-2859, deang@mtcnet.net   

South Central – Russell Jarvis, 20334 Wheat Ave, Bloomfield, IA 52537-7921, 641- 675-3273, rjarvis@troyelevatorinc.com 

Southeast – Arley and Peg Ellingson, 102 Burlington Street, Libertyville, IA 52567, 641-693-4055 

        Arley: pastorarley@hotmail.com Peg: pellingson@usa.net  

Southwest – Carole Liljedahl, 1619 305th Street, Missouri Valley, IA  51555, 402-943-9797, carole@liljedahl.us 
 

RxConneXion -  

TeachUM – Melisa Bracht-Wagner, 404 S. Main St, Mount Pleasant, IA 52641-2227, 319-929-3281, melisa.brachtwagner@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor - Sheryl Houston, 8209 Hammontree Drive, Urbandale, IA 50322, 515-252-7571, shoust3@mchsi.com 
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