
 
Greetings from the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry! In 2014 and 2015, GBHEM staff 
has been busy with a number of initiatives assigned to the Board by the 2012 General Conference, 
including the Young Clergy Initiative and the Central Conference Theological Education Fund. Here 
are some of the ways GBHEM has been working to resource our church: 
 

• GBHEM continues to train Group Candidacy Mentors, and Conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry (BOM) members, BOM staff, District Committee on Ministry members, and District 
Superintendents on ministry legislation and best practices for navigating the ordination process 
with new candidates. 

 
• Work continues on the Young Clergy Initiative (YCI). Forty-six YCI grants were awarded 

during the second round of applications in August 2014, bringing the total amount awarded to 
$5.5 million. The grants support programs geared toward increasing the number of young clergy 
in the UMC and supporting young clergy already serving the denomination. 

 
• The Commission on Central Conference Theological Education continues to distribute the $5 

million fund for theological education in Africa, Europe, and the Philippines. So far, the 
commission has awarded 130 grants to fund training for local pastors, faculty development, 
provision of e-readers, curriculum development, and libraries at theological schools across 22 
countries. 

 
• Africa University continues to graduate scholars who are changing the face of Africa. The $50 

million Endowment Campaign, a fundraising plan to ensure Africa University’s financial 
independence, is well underway. Contribute online to Africa University at the new giving 
website, support-africauniversity.org.  

 
• More than 680 college students, campus ministers, and chaplains attended Imagine What’s 

NEXT last fall, an event which focused on helping students plan how they can be active in God’s 
dreams for their communities and the world. 

 
• For the 2014-2015 academic year, GBHEM’s Office of Loans and Scholarships awarded 2,293 

recipients a total of over $5 million. Explore all scholarship opportunities within the UMC using 
the scholarship portal at scholarship.umc.org. 

 
• Registration is open now for Exploration 2015, a three-day event where young adults ages 18-26 

ages come to hear, discern, and respond to God's call to ordained ministry in The United 
Methodist Church. This year’s event will be held in Orlando, FL, November 6–8. Read more or 
register at gbhem.org/exploration and follow @explorecalling on Twitter for updates. 

 
• Technology enables us to make our training resources more readily available to the church. The 

UMC Cyber Campus provides free video training sessions and lectures, as well as an online 
listing of continuing education courses, at umccybercampus.com. 

 
• GBHEM and Discipleship Ministries continue to expand the E-Reader Project, a simple, 

sustainable, and cost-effective way for theology schools in remote areas of Africa and Asia to 
access current textbooks. Through financial support from annual conferences, local churches, 
universities, and individual donors like you, we’re making theological education available to 
more people in more places than even before.  Learn more or donate at umcereader.org. 
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