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Established in 1866 by the Freedmen’s Aid Society of the Methodist Church on a former slave auction 
site, Rust College reached another milestone in the 2014-2015 academic year – the 149th Anniversary of 
its founding.  This achievement in and of itself is one that alumni, students, faculty, staff, and supporters 
from every arena can be particularly proud.  Rust is the oldest one of 11 Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities established after the Civil War by the Methodist Church still in existence today serving more 
than 1,000 students annually from Mississippi 27 states and several foreign countries.  Rust’s Mission 
continues to be in tune with the church’s overall philosophy – doing no harm, doing good and staying in 
love with Jesus Christ as we serve the young people who look to Rust as their bridge to a better tomorrow 
through education. 

Rust College Religious Life is a diverse community providing the administration, faculty, staff and 
students sacred space to be fellow travelers on a journey of faith that leads to transformation of the 
individual and the world. 

The Office of the Chaplain oversees religious life activities, coordinates training for student ministers, and 
provides counseling for administration, faculty, staff, and students.  

Informed by Christian tradition, Rust College religious life strives to be an ambassador for Jesus Christ to 
a diverse higher education community.  Grounded in the Wesleyan tradition, religious life is the place 
where “Tomorrow’s Leaders are Students Today.”  Students who will be and do “all the good they can, by 
all the means they can, in all the ways they can, in all the places they can, at all the times they can to all 
the people they can, for as long as they can.” 

Highlights for 2014-2015 year include: 

▪ Dr. Gemma Beckley, Chair and Professor of Social Work, has been awarded a Fulbright Scholar 
Grant to do research in India during the 2015-2016 academic year.  Dr. Beckley is the first 
Fulbright awardee in Rust College history. 

▪ The Lettie Pate Whitehead Foundation has provided a grant of $135,000 to the Rust College 
General Scholarship Fund for 2014-2015. 

▪ The College ended the 2013-2014 fiscal year with a balanced budget for the 46th consecutive 
year. (Annual Budget is $18,000,000) 

▪ Rust College received a grant for $145,000 from the Hearin Foundation to support needy 
students seeking financial aid.  The total grant equaled $580,000 over a four year period. 

▪ The University Senate Team of the United Methodist Church stated in their exit review that Rust 
College is in full compliance and will be presented to the Senate at their Spring Meeting for a 
final decision on the continued listing of the College as a United Methodist related institution. 

▪ Rust College was named 2nd of the top15 least expensive schools to receive a degree, with an 
average cost of $18,584 over a 4½ year period for students to graduate. 

▪ On June 19, 2014 the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools-Commission on Colleges 
reaffirmed Rust College’s accreditation for another 10 years with no required follow-up which is 
a major milestone for the College.  

▪ The Council on Social Work Education Commission on Accreditation reaffirmed the  
Baccalaureate Social Work Program for Rust College for eight years.   

▪ As a part of the White House Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and Universities, Rust 
College junior, Larance Carter, from Vicksburg, Mississippi was one of five students from the 
State of Mississippi recognized as an HBCU All-Star.  

▪ Rust College received recognition from President Barack Obama for its participation in the 
President’s Interfaith and Community Service Campus Challenge Inaugural Report prepared by 
the U. S. Department of Education.  The institution was acknowledged for its efforts in “creating 
a safe space for interfaith dialogue.” 



▪ Dr. David L. Beckley, President, has been elected to the Council of Independent Colleges (CIC) 
Board of Directors for a three year term (January 2014-January 2017). 

▪ Ten Rust students completed the Bloomberg Aptitude Test.  The test is used in the business world 
to evaluate prospective employment candidates. 

▪ Rust College students won first place at the Southern Conference on African-American Studies 
Quiz Bowl at Alabama State University on February 6, 2015.  The Quiz Bowl team’s knowledge 
of African-American history and culture allowed them to beat the other competing universities. 

▪ Marcus McKinney, a sophomore Mass Communication major from Chicago, has been selected to 
be a Lina H. McCord Ambassador this summer in support of the Black College Fund through Dr. 
Cynthia Hopson’s office with the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. 

▪ Our frugal fiscal practices continue to keep us financially sound.  For the last 48 years, Rust 
College has had a policy of only building “debt-free” non-income producing building.  As a 
result of this policy, Rust has long term debts less than $1.5 million related to residential hall 
construction and renovations in 1990.  We actively recruit foundations, corporations, alumni and 
friends for scholarship grants to help underwrite the tuition cost of our students who must have 
financial support to get and stay in school.  Our text book-use-system assists us in keeping our 
tuition and fees to a minimum.  For example, in 2009 tuition, room, board, books and fees total 
$10,630 annually.  In 2014 the total cost is $13,286 which amounts to an increase of less than 
$2,700 over a five-year period. 

As you, our friends of the United Methodist Church, continue to uphold your promise of educational 
opportunity established many years ago, we, the members of the Rust College family, will uphold the 
promise made by our founder, Rev. A. C. McDonald in 1866, “to do not hothouse work” but will work to 
build men and women morally, spiritually and academically sound.  We are thankful to you for your 
prayers and financial support.  Without it we would not have been able to sustain quality academic 
programs or offer scholarship assistance to needy students.  Again, thank you for your commitment to 
“our” legacy established 149 years ago.  Your continued support is essential as we endeavor to build a 
stronger legacy for this generation and those in years to come who will look to Rust and our great church 
for higher educational opportunities. 

The College expresses thanks for the dedication and leadership of the following Trustees from the Iowa 
Annual Conference:  Bishop Julius C. Trimble, Dr. David Swinton, and Dr. Barrie  Tritle,  

David L. Beckley, President 


