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      SOUTHEAST IOWA DISTRICT UMW NEWSLETTER APRIL 2015 
 

IA UMW – www.iaumc.org/umw    National UMW – www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 

Mission Resource Center – www.umwmissionresources.org,  1-800-305-9857 
 

Happy Spring United Methodist Women! 
As the weather warms and we spend more time outside, as our snow birds return to Iowa, as we 

pass the Easter Season of celebrating our Risen Christ which moves us to reaffirm our faith, let us 

continue to be mindful of all we have been given and be generous in reaching out as Jesus’ disciples.  

Opportunities for sharing God’s love abound through the activities and mission programs sponsored 

by United Methodist Women.  The New Legacy Fund being established as part of our 150th 

anniversary in 2019 will insure our organization is funded for Administrative costs and leadership 

development for the next 150 years.  Consider a personal gift of $1.50 per month, $150 each year, 

$18.69 per month/unit, or $1869 from your unit as a 5 year pledge.  Any increment of 150 or 1869 

is being suggested by the National office for supporting the Legacy Fund between now and 2019.  

Our three Iowa Mission Institutions (Bidwell Riverside, Shesler Hall and Hawthorn Hill) are always 

in need of time, talents, and prayers to continue their ministries.  Our pledge to the Iowa 

Conference UMW from the SE District for 2015 is $82,000, and we have quite a long way to go, so 

get those pledges in to your unit treasurers, and on to the District, so that we can forward them 

on to the Conference.  Included in this newsletter are the Mission u registration form, scholarship 

form and information about the Diversity fund, as well as the SE District scholarship form for a 

first time attendee to Mission u.  Attending Mission u, helping to sponsor a young woman, first time 

attendee, a person with a disability, or other ethnicity is another way of reaching out in mission 

and sharing our faith. Proverbs 3:27 reminds us, “Do not withhold good from those who deserve it 

when it’s in your power to help them,” and we know that God’s love extends equally to all.  Acts 

20:35 states “There is more happiness in giving than in receiving” and certainly the 145 years 

mission work of United Methodist Women and our predecessor organizations exemplifies that 

scripture.   
 

We welcome aboard, Donna Denly, as our new SE District Communications Coordinator, who has 

graciously consented to fill the office vacated by Kathy Hartsell, who had to step down due to 

continuing health issues.  Read more about Donna in her article on page 7 of this newsletter.   

Sharing your time and talents to serve as leadership on your Local or District boards is another 

way that we respond to God’s call.  I am so privileged to be a part of such a wonderful organization 

of caring Christian women, who give of themselves every day, year after year as devoted disciples 

for Christ.  Praise God!   
 

Mary Taeger, 

SE District UMW President 

13803 Beaverdale Rd, West Burlington, IA 52655-8570 

319-572-0115, mktaeger@gotsky.com 

VISION & VIEWS  

http://www.iaumc.org/umw
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://www.umwmissionresources.org/
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PROGRAM  RESOURCES 
 

In our continuing effort to make good use of your gifts to UMW, this year we will not be 

giving an individual award certificate to each reader, unless she requests one. There will be 

a full listing of all readers in the packets at the SE District UMW Annual Meeting in 

September. That listing by local church group can serve as our acknowledgement and 

appreciation for your faithful participation in the reading program. You can keep the sheet 

for sharing or filing.  

Please share this information with your unit. 
 

Hazel Wheeldon   

S.E. District Program Resource Secretary 

20701 231st St,  Sigourney, IA 52591  641-622-3077 
 

SECRETARIES 
 

I’ve recently watched much more sports on TV than usual because two Iowa teams were 

still among the survivors in the College Basketball play-offs—both men’s and women’s 

teams. The U of Iowa women’s coach, Lisa Bluder, started her post-high school career at 

St. Ambrose University, my alma mater, and where I worked in the administrative office 

of the Library for almost 22 years.  It struck me as the Iowa women were still “alive and 

winning in the tournament,” how many years of preparation were represented, if you added 

them all up, among the team members and coaches.  None of the members of those teams 

had been undefeated their whole careers until now.  No matter what we do or how hard we 

work, there will be defeats and losses among the successes in our lives.  We need to do our 

best to be prepared, then use the skills and knowledge we have developed to do our best, 

and with the support of our faith in God through Jesus, we can persevere through all sorts 

of “wins” or “losses.”   
 

One of my favorite Bible verses since I was 12 years old is from Paul’s letter to the 

Philippians – 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ, which strengthens me.”  In times of 

want and plenty that verse has always seemed to fit and provide comfort and courage for 

me.  So now I have a new job, as Secretary of our district United Methodist women.  It is 

a new challenge.  I can’t prove I have things right or as easily find errors in this job of 

Secretary as I could when I was Treasurer or in many of the tasks of my 50 year working 

career,  but I can depend on God through Jesus to keep me heading in the right direction 

and be there for me when I stumble. May you find this kind of support in your faith and 

daily walk in life. 

Please promptly send to me any corrections and changes of addresses for your officers 

who receive this newsletter.  

Kathy Byers,  

SE District Secretary 

1232 E. Dover Ct., Davenport, IA 52803 byersmkathy@sau.edu  

mailto:byersmkathy@sau.edu
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SE DISTRICT TREASURERS 
 

The early months of 2015 have been cold and gray winter days, and like most of you, I am 

anticipating spring. The beauty of spring is obviously enhanced by the wonder of Easter 

and the joy of the risen Christ.  

My Bible/book study group is using the book Chocolate for Lent for our Lenten focus this 

year. If you haven’t used it as a study, I recommend it. The reading is light; the questions 

for consideration are probing and lend well to discussion. Last week’s “Pause for Thought” 

question is one that speaks to all of us and especially United Methodist Women: What act 
of hospitality could you perform in the next few weeks to make someone feel loved and 
accepted? As I pondered this, I thought about the importance of our Pledge to Missions 

and the love it extends to hundreds of thousands globally.  

Thanks to all treasurers who have been sending remittances. As of March 15, 2015, you 

have sent $4,606.83 toward the district’s $82,000 pledge. Hopefully, as spring overtakes 

the cold, gray days of winter, our units will have a chance to meet and extend their love 

and hospitality even further. 

DON’T FORGET to remit $.75 per member for Mission u just like you do for Bidwell-

Riverside, Shesler Hall, and Hawthorn Hill. Remittance forms are available in print or 

electronic form. If you need a remittance form, Gift in Memory, or Gift to Mission cards, 

please call or e-mail me.  

And finally, please be thinking about your pledge for 2016. While this sounds early, the 

District has to have their pledge ready for Conference in May. REMEMBER! The dollars 

from United Methodist Women members don’t just change a life but lives, communities, 

and the world. 

May God bless and keep you until next time.  

 

Cindy Seberg      

SE District Treasurer 

1510 150th Street    Mount Pleasant, Iowa  52641-9270 

Home (319) 256-8461    Cell (319) 750-2081   cseberg50@gmail.com 

 

SOCIAL ACTION 
 

 Hello ladies, I hope you all have been enjoying the beautiful weather.  God is good all the   

time. 
 

 I am not going to do my usual thing and talk about Social Action subjects or at least not 

right now.  What I want to talk to you about is that I will be leaving this position at the 

end of 2015, and of course we need someone to fill the office.  Now I know that there are 
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a lot of qualified women out there that could do this job.  No one can use the excuse that 

they don't know how to do this because the ladies that serve as your district officers will 

help you and guide you through the first few months and offer help and advice at any time 

you think you need it.  I will also be as close as your phone or email. I am more than willing 

to help in any way I can.  Yes, I know it takes time and sometimes when there is a meeting 

scheduled, you might have something else planned. Occasionally that will happen but not 

every time.  I know everyone is busy, but this is such a great opportunity for anyone to 

learn and be a part of educating our members on timely issues and topics of importance.  

The focus Social Action issues through 2016 are the following: The Environment, Human 

Trafficking, Domestic Violence and Immigration. The things you can learn are completely 

up to you; you can work on all the issues or just pick one or two and feature them. 
 

A big perk to this office is that you get to work with a great bunch of women.  They are 

caring, unselfish and believe me, with me, they have a great deal of patience.   What I am 

asking is to consider it, and don't be surprised if I approach some of you and ask that you 

consider taking this on.   If any of you are interested please give me a call or call Carol 

Nelson. She is chair of Nominations and needs women like you to say YES to serving as a 

District Officer.   
            

 Have a blessed day, enjoy the spring weather and please consider what I have said.               
 

Susan Tennant 

 Southeast District Social Action 

307 9th Street, West Point, IA 52626-9784  

 319-837-6985, ba10it@iowatelecom.net 

 

MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE & OUTREACH 
 

Spring is here according to the calendar and a few spring flowers are showing their color. 

Just hope the temperatures get a little warmer to really be able to enjoy being outside.  I 

hope you enjoyed time with family and friends during the Easter season and renewed your 

spiritual growth at your local church events during Lent and Holy Week. 
 

I am looking forward to seeing all of you, including the shepherdesses at Day Apart, April 

11, in Mt. Pleasant. I hope to hand out packets to the shepherdesses for their use as they 

make visits to their assigned local units in our district. 
 

I would like to get 100% of the units reporting their 2014 membership. I have reached 

some by phone or e-mail and will continue to work at getting a 100% membership count. 

Those I still haven’t contacted can still let me know too. I will report the number to the 

Conference Membership Chair the last week of April. Thanks for all your good work. Keep 

it up. 

mailto:ba10it@iowatelecom.net
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Thought for the day:  “You can accomplish more in one hour with God than one lifetime 

without Him.” CONTINUE TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH HIM! 
 

Blessings,    

Joan Salts,  

Membership, Nurture and Outreach 

2223 185th Street   Fairfield, IA  52556   641-472-5651    jjsalts@iowatelecom.net 
 

NOMINATIONS 
 

Greetings from your SE District UMW Committee on Nominations.  Please share this 

article at your next unit/circle meeting:  
 

One of my favorite family winter pass-times throughout my life has been putting jigsaw 

puzzles together.  Each picture is unique and beautiful.  Each puzzle piece is unique – made 

to fit equally specialized pieces that are needed to play their part (to serve as connectors 

in a certain place) before the entire puzzle can be made into one whole, complete 

picture.  Each piece is of great importance. Just like the puzzle pieces, each member of 

UMW is important and needed to complete and support the picture of Christ's missions 

within your local unit and community, district, and conference.  YOU and your special gifts 

and talents are needed.  Presently 6 members are needed to continue the work of 6 

officers currently serving on the District Executive Board who will complete their term of 

service the end of this December.  The official recognition of the change in their 

particular office takes place during the annual meeting this September in Sigourney when 

Board members are installed.  Recommendations for the changing office personnel need to 

be sent to me by June 25th (allowing time for the paper work to be completed).  Those 6 

positions are:  Vice President; Chairpersons of Social Action and Membership Nurture and 

Outreach; and 3 Committee Members for the Nominations Committee. 
 

Please give the 6 district positions and how you might help meet their needs YOUR 

prayerful consideration.  Think about saying, "Yes," to filling one of these positions. You 

will find that serving as a district officer is a very rewarding time in your life. (Lasting 

friendships will form; your own spiritual faith will deepen and expand and your knowledge 

of present and future mission projects that offer hope, love, assistance, and guidance; and 

renewed faith to women, children and families throughout the world will grow.) 
 

Hope to see you at Mission u in Marshalltown this July and/or Mission Day in Wilton this 

October.  Shalom. 
 

Carol Nelson 

Nominations Committee Chairperson  

715 Cleveland Ave., #7,Keokuk, IA 52632 

(319) 524-3125, carlnel.nom15@gmail.com 

 

mailto:carlnel.nom15@gmail.com
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
 

Spring Cleaning--does that phrase make you want to turn your household upside 

down?  I always think of the smell of bleach and open windows with freshly washed 

curtains blowing in the breeze.  It seems that this ritual is a thing of the past.  Actually, 

my spring cleaning extends to summer and into the fall!  I just do not move as fast nor as 

efficiently as I used to in my younger days. 

Let's put a different slant on the phrase "spring cleaning" and see how it would work for 

each of us.  God can clean us from head to toe and give us a fresh start.  It doesn't have 

to be just during spring.  It can happen any time--again and again.   Read Psalm  51: 

10:  "Create in me a clean (pure) heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me".  

Every time you confess your faults or ask God for forgiveness, you are asking for a "spring 

cleaning.”   Most of us fall short on our faith walk (many times) and need to be reminded 

that God does not give up on us.  He is waiting for us to get back on His track.  You can do 

it--No bleach required!! 
 

Linda Hoy 

SE District Spiritual Growth,  

P.O.Box 276, Richland, IA  52585  

319-456-6581,  doc_hoy@yahoo.com 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 
 

I belong to Joanna Circle at St. Johns UMC in Davenport, so I looked up “Joanna” in my 

Every Woman of the Bible  by Sue and Larry Richards.  She is found in Luke 8:3 

(paraphrased) “Jesus and the disciples toured cities and villages. Some Women: Mary 

Magdalene, Joanna and Susanna…contributed from their private means to support Jesus 

and his disciples.”  We Vice Presidents contribute by being the support behind the scenes. 

Previously, I had the joy of being the Mission Coordinator of Education and Interpretation 

of the SE District. Receiving the Mission Today check list and Mission Today forms from 

the units showed that SE-IA-UMW were fantastic in their “Concepts of Mission.” 
 

One of the check list items on the Mission Today form is being aware of the charter for 

Racial Justice. My unit uses the UMW program book “Welcomed by God: Welcoming All.” 

There is a lesson from the program book “Acting for Racial Justice” with some listed 

resources to supplement the lesson. Discussions and prayer left us all a bit more educated. 

May your units continue to be a part of “Faith, Hope, and Love in Action. 
 

Catherine Litwinow 

Vice President  

2585 Hunter Rd Bettendorf IA 52722 

563-332-858  Litwinow62@msn.com    

mailto:doc_hoy@yahoo.com
mailto:Litwinow62@msn.com
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COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 
 

I am ‘the new girl on the block’ and am experiencing new techniques already. I am retired, 

and am filling the hours/days quickly. I am an active member in the PrairieView UM Church 

of Ollie, volunteer at Pekin elementary school listening to 1st graders read, and have many 

hobbies/interests that keep me busy.  

Please feel free to let me know if there is a change that you would like to see with the 

newsletter. 
 

Donna Denly   

District Communications Coordinator 27908 125th St, Ollie, IA 52576-8672  

641 667-2811  jddenly@iowatelecom.net

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

April 11 – SE District Day Apart at Mt Pleasant First United Methodist Church 

April 17-19 – Iowa Conference UMW Team Meeting and Retreat at Wesley Woods 

April 25 – Laity Day with Bishop Trimble 

May 1 – May Fellowship Day (Church Women United) 

May 9 – District Executive Board Meeting – Morning Sun UMC 

May 31st – Local Unit Program Books to District VP Catherine Litwinow 

June 6-9 – Iowa Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 

June 10 – Local Unit 2016 pledge due to SE District UMW Treasurer Cindy Seberg 

June 30 – Unit Reading Program reports due to Hazel Wheeldon 

June 30 – Mission Today and Mission Study reports due to Carol Nelson 

July 19 – DOTE (District Officer Training Event) preceding Summer Mission u 

July 19-22 – Summer Mission u at Iowa Valley Conference Center, Marshalltown, IA 

August 21-22 – Iowa Conference Team Meeting – Story City 

September 12 – SE District UMW Annual Meeting at Sigourney, IA 

 

 
Be still in My Presence, even though countless tasks clamor for your attention. Nothing is as important as 
spending time with Me. While you wait in My Presence, I do My best work within you: transforming you by the 
renewing of your mind. If you skimp on this time with Me, you may plunge headlong into the wrong activities, 
missing the richness of what I have planned for you. As you wait in My Presence, enjoy the greatest gift of all: 

Christ in you, the hope of Glory!  Devotional ‘Jesus Calling’ 

 

mailto:jddenly@iowatelecom.net
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  SE District UMW Scholarship Application for Mission u 

Summer Mission u – July 19-22, 2015 
Fall Mission u – October 16-18, 2015 

 
Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: _____________________________ E-mail: __________________________________ 
 
UMW Unit: ________________________________ Adult: _______Teen_______ Pastor _______ 
 
Check which session you plan to attend: ________________Summer,    _________________ Fall 
  
Study Topic:  Check 1st Choice 
 
______ The Church and People with Disabilities 
 
______ Latin America 
 
Why do you want to participate in Mission u?  _________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Two scholarships per year will be given to First Time attendees (includes pastors and youth).  The 
scholarship award will pay the registration fee which includes all meals, and $25.00 per night for 
lodging. Mileage is not included.  If you have not attended a School of Christian mission or Mission 
u in the past, you are eligible to apply. 
 
Please submit this application no later than June 12, 2015 to: 
 

Cindy Seberg 
SE District UMW Treasurer 
1510 150th Street 
Mt Pleasant, IA 52641-9270 
 

The 2 scholarships are awarded to the 1st two applications received. 
 

The Treasurer will notify winners and provide further instructions. 
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