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Dr. Mackie L. Harper Norris is a registered professional nurse with experience in education, 
administration, practice, research and evaluation and considers her involvement in health and 
wholeness a divine calling. She is a native Texan and holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Nursing from Dillard University in New Orleans, a Master of Nursing Degree in Community 
Health and the Doctor of Philosophy Degree in American Studies from Emory University with a 
focus on Religion and Health.  She has held faculty positions at several universities and was the 
first African American faculty member at the Nell Hodgson Woodruff School of Nursing at 
Emory University. She has been actively involved in church related activities events for many 
years. Her general church activities include membership on the Church Systems Task Force 
focusing on health, wholeness and spirituality for clergy and their families.  She designed, 
developed and conducted a survey for the General Commission on Status and Role of Women 
which laid the foundation for several resolutions presented at General Conference 2004 and she 
was a program evaluator for The United Methodist Church’s Children and Poverty Initiative 
1996 -2004.  In 1994 she was a consultant to General Board of Global Ministries as a participant 
to develop materials related to Congregational Health Ministry development and Parish Nursing.  
She was named to the Feasibility Study Team to develop the Faculty of Health Sciences at Africa 
University, in Mutare,  Zimbabwe.  That task gave her the opportunity to evaluate health care 
delivery systems in Zimbabwe, South Africa, Mozambique, and neighboring countries. Dr. 
Norris is a frequent leader for clergy spouse retreats, having led events in Arkansas, Mississippi, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Texas, New Mexico, Illinois, South Carolina, Georgia and she  is often 
invited to speak for other gatherings throughout the connection and in other arenas. For nine 
years she led the clergy spouse sessions at the training event for newly appointed District 
Superintendents and Directors of Connectional Ministries at Lake Junaluska  Her passion for 
health and wholeness is evident in all she does.  She is listed in Who’s Who in Nursing and 
Health Care and she wrote the African American History Month Daily Devotions for Abington 
Press for 2010 and 2011. 

 Dr. Norris and her spouse, Bishop Alfred L. Norris (retired), reside in Jonesboro, GA. They are 
the parents of two and the grandparents of four.  In addition to her passion for nursing and health 
care and facilitating workshops especially with clergy and clergy spouses, Dr. Norris enjoys 
singing in the Chancel Choir and participating in the Health and Wellness ministry in her local 
congregation. She serves on several community agency boards and Advisory Committees, 
including the American Red Cross, The Joseph and Evelyn Lowery Institute for Social Justice, 



and the Atlanta Coalition for Diabetes Education. Of course she covets the time she is able to 
spend with their children and grandchildren.  The Norrises enjoy traveling and sports. 
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