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Dear Colleagues in the Dear Colleagues in the Dear Colleagues in the Dear Colleagues in the IowaIowaIowaIowa    Annual Conference: Annual Conference: Annual Conference: Annual Conference:     
    
Greetings in the Spirit of Jesus Christ! In this anniversary year, Boston University School of Theology (BUSTH) celebrates 
175 years of seeking God, building knowledge, and equipping leaders for the church and society. We especially 
celebrate our students, alums, and church partners, with whom we seek to serve God as transforming leaders in a 
multitude of local and global communities.   
 
BREAKING NEWS BREAKING NEWS BREAKING NEWS BREAKING NEWS     

• The Doctor of MiniDoctor of MiniDoctor of MiniDoctor of Ministry in Transformational Leadershipstry in Transformational Leadershipstry in Transformational Leadershipstry in Transformational Leadership is well underway with outstanding students and eager 
teachers. In its first year, the program has attracted two cohorts of students from three countries, eight faith 
traditions, and a variety of church, educational, health care, and other faith-based contexts. 

• BUSTH celebrated art and creativity with four major art exhibits and receptionsart exhibits and receptionsart exhibits and receptionsart exhibits and receptions: James Crane’s motive 
cartoons; Robin Miller’s “African America in Art and Poetry”; John August Swanson’s poster art; and Beth 
Neville’s paintings.  

• The STEWARD programSTEWARD programSTEWARD programSTEWARD program, funded by a grant from the Lilly Endowment, is preparing students for stewardship of 
all of life, including spiritual, physical, and financial life.     

• Raices LatinasRaices LatinasRaices LatinasRaices Latinas, funded in part by the United Methodist Church Young Clergy Initiative, has begun! It invites and 
supports Latino/a young adults toward a life-giving journey in ministry. BUSTH also works closely with the UMC 
in leadership of the Hispanic Youth Leadership Academy. Both focus on education, mentoring, service learning, 
and spiritual formation.     
    

MILESTONES MILESTONES MILESTONES MILESTONES     

• 175 Years: 175 Years: 175 Years: 175 Years: The founders of BUSTH were abolitionists, pastors, and lay leaders who envisioned a school to carry 
the spiritually rich, socially transformative, leadership-forming legacy that centered their own lives. Our annual 
theme, Leading in Transformation, honors that vision and reflects on how to reshape it in response to changing 
social realities.     

• Women in the World: Women in the World: Women in the World: Women in the World: This year, the Anna Howard Shaw Center celebrates 30 years of its Women in the World 
Conference, a witness to women’s leadership in the church and a celebration of their brave, audacious 
ministries.  
 

PARTNERING FOR TRANSFORMATION. PARTNERING FOR TRANSFORMATION. PARTNERING FOR TRANSFORMATION. PARTNERING FOR TRANSFORMATION. Preparing students for ministry means meaningful partnerships with the local 
spiritual community.     

• Partnering inPartnering inPartnering inPartnering in    transformational leatransformational leatransformational leatransformational learningrningrningrning    through courses in congregations with church leaders and students 
together.  

• Serving the church Serving the church Serving the church Serving the church through workshops and mutual projects, especially in church renewal, mission, and the 
cultivation of difficult conversations that enhance dignity and justice. 

• Traveling across the globeTraveling across the globeTraveling across the globeTraveling across the globe through seminars where students engage with diverse cultures and traditions. In 
this year, students and faculty have explored the Arizona-Mexico Border, Israel and Palestine, Ephesus, and 
Mexico.  
 

CELEBRATING JUSTICE: CELEBRATING JUSTICE: CELEBRATING JUSTICE: CELEBRATING JUSTICE: From Selma in 1965 to the Arizona-Mexico border and the streets of U.S. cities, we celebrate 
transformational leadership and explore paths to just peace.  

• Retracing history Retracing history Retracing history Retracing history by commemorating civil rights milestones with: Walter Fluker, Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Professor of Ethical Leadership; and a panel of alumni and faculty on “Selma at 50, Ferguson Today.”  

• Moving forwardMoving forwardMoving forwardMoving forward to understand and build justice, engaging with Cornell William Brooks—BUSTH alumnus and 
President of the NAACP—and with our students, faculty, and alumni who seek to build justice in Boston, 
Ferguson, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Uganda, and beyond.  

 
As we look back on the last year—and the last 175 years—we celebrate transformational leaders who have loved God 
and cared mightily for God’s world. Their living legacy gives us hope and courage for the future.   
 
 

Blessings and gratitude, 
 

 
Mary Elizabeth Moore, Dean



 


