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Saint Paul School of Theology is a seminary of the United Methodist Church that educates leaders 
to make disciples for Jesus Christ, renew the Church, and transform the world. We are one 
institution with two campuses, in Oklahoma and Kansas. 
 
In July 2014, Saint Paul welcomed a new President: Rev. H. Sharon Howell, who most recently 
served as the Executive Director of the Scarritt-Bennett Center in Nashville. In August, Dr. Elaine 
Robinson became the Interim Vice President of Academic Affairs and Dean for both campus 
locations. CFO Laura Snow was honored by the Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce as 
CFO of the year for a nonprofit. She has been a driving factor in getting the seminary debt free. 
 
This past academic year, Saint Paul enrolled 231 students from 23 annual conferences and 5 
countries on both campuses. The Course of Study School at Saint Paul served 237 students at the 
Kansas City, Missouri, Springfield, Missouri, and Oklahoma City, Oklahoma locations.  

Saint Paul is pleased to announce the Saint Paul Fellows Program due to collaborations with the 
Oklahoma United Methodist Conference and United Methodist Church of the Resurrection. Saint 
Paul Fellows is a first-of-its-kind pastoral program designed to eliminate student loan debt, immerses 
students in varied church settings.  

Four full-ride scholarships were given to seminary students commencing study in 2015. The three-
year Fellows program offers a groundbreaking opportunity to equip candidates called to full-time 
ministry with excellent academic formation and real-life pastoral experience while reducing the need 
for student loans. The awards will cover tuition, books and fees for three years. Two Oklahoma 
Conference Fellows will receive a student appointment to pastor a small church, including a 
parsonage and salary to cover living expenses; the two Church of the Resurrection Fellows will 
receive a stipend to cover living expenses while serving at the 21,000 member congregation’s 
suburban campus in Leawood, KS within the Great Plains Annual Conference. 

Saint Paul introduced a new curriculum this year for its masters’ degree programs. The Master of 
Divinity degree has been reduced to 79 credit hours and includes exciting new components to better 
prepare students for a lifetime of ministry. Each semester students take short courses called 
“practicums” that are taught by ministry practitioners. These offerings include such skill areas as 
“budgets and finance”, “funerals” and “ministry with children.” Students are also required to attend 
off-campus spiritual formation retreats which are intended to deepen their spirituality. Saint Paul 
continues to offer the core curriculum that is vital for ministry and emphasizes our long-standing 
model of action-refection in which students learn to reflect theologically upon the practice of ministry. 
 
The Native American Ministries Program hosted a group of Native American scholars, elders and 
clergy who have together written a book on Native Christian Theologies entitled, Coming Full Circle. 
This book will be published by Fortress Press in August 2015 and proceeds will go toward funding 
Saint Paul’s Native American Ministries Program. 
 
Throughout the year we have connected with graduates and donors face to face at gatherings called 
Holy Conversations. We look forward to more in the upcoming year. 
 
The trustees, faculty, staff, and students of Saint Paul thank you for your interest, prayers and 
support. 
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