
Iowa Religious Media Services 

(IRMS), Des Moines  

“We are a small church with about 46 

people on an average Sunday, and 

we don't have the budget to spend on 

a lot of programming resources.” So 

began a note from a new pastor in a 

local church sent to Sharon Stroh-

maier, the director of Iowa Religious 

Media Services (IRMS). 

The pastor continued, “We had made 

a commitment to sustaining some 

sort of youth and adult Sunday 

school in addition to the children's 

program, but we don't have a lot of 

people who see themselves as 

teachers.... I knew IRMS was the 

answer. I presented it to our board. 

They could see that for one-fifth of 

our education budget we'd have a 

wealth of resources available to us.” 

IRMS is an ecumenical lending li-

brary with over 8700 DVD, VHS, au-

dio, book, and other titles. The Iowa 

Conference Board of Discipleship 

provides funding support for IRMS 

through the special offering on Chris-

tian Education Sunday. This library 

provides up-to-date tools for reaching 

new people not yet connected to God 

through our congregations. 

The pastor’s note concluded, “I wish 

all small churches realized they could 

have access to large church re-

sources for a fraction of their budget. 

They'd be crazy not to join." Learn 

more about subscriptions and search 

the IRMS catalog at www.irms.org. 

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn  
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