
JUSTICE FOR OUR NEIGHBORS 

Brynne Howard is a United Methodist 

missionary, a Church and Community 

Worker, serving as an attorney with 

Iowa Justice for Our Neighbors 

(JFON). 

She wrote of Richard*, who brought 

17-year-old Javier* to a JFON legal 

clinic last January. “Javier was 

brought to the U. S. from Guatemala 

as a young child. He grew up here, 

learned the language, and studied 

hard. Javier wanted to go to college, 

but immigration laws provide few, if 

any, options to remain legally.”  

Richard was saddened for his friend 

Javier and wanted to know what he 

could do. Brynne reminded him that 

he had a powerful tool — his voice. 

In March, Richard returned to the 

clinic with another immigrant who had 

similar circumstances. “I’ve been do-

ing it,” he said. “I’ve been calling my 

representatives every week. I’ve 

been telling them about these kids 

that I love. I’ve been telling them that 

we owe these kids a chance and that 

they deserve a future.” 

Brynne recalled the words of Martin 

Luther King, Jr. “Power at its best is 

love implementing the demands of 

justice, and justice at its best is 

power correcting everything that 

stands against love.” 

JFON receives funding support from 

Iowa Conference grants. Learn more 

at http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor. 

*Names were changed for privacy. 

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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