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24 And let us consider each other carefully for the purpose of sparking love and good deeds. – Hebrews 10:24 

It’s with heavy heart we are canceling our 2020 Southwest District Day Apart. Due to COVID-19, we are asking you all 

to stay home and stay safe. Let us lift each other up in prayer and take advantage of this time for deeper communion 

with our Creator. Through prayer, reading, and mediation, may we prepare for the day we can come together again to 

worship as body. Until then, peace be with you all. 

Teach the children 

Deuteronomy 11:18-19 (CEB): “18 Place these words I’m speaking on your heart and in your very being. Tie them on 

your hand as a sign. They should be on your forehead as a symbol.[a] 19 Teach them to your children, by talking about 

them when you are sitting around your house and when you are out and about, when you are lying down and when 

you are getting up.” 

I wanted to share a little more about myself in this issue and about the work God has blessed me with – in addition to 

my role as your Southwest District UMW president. 

I work full-time as the director of Mobile United Methodist Missionaries. This organization is a homegrown ministry of 

the Iowa Annual Conference, and it’s been around for 22 years. It started in response to flooding and provided disaster 

recovery. Today, we focus more on helping small rural communities with outreach to kids and their families. The 

number one way we do this is by partnering with local churches to offer vacation Bible school (VBS). We’re also 

exploring how we can partner with a mobile food pantry being developed in southern Iowa. 

So, while summer is my busy season, I stay busy year-round planning and preparing materials, promoting our work, 

and now more than ever, fundraising. This all became easier after sending my daughter to college last fall – at a 

college just down the street from her brother, his wife and my new granddaughter in St. Paul, Minn. 

The most important aspect of MUMM’s work is helping local churches reach out and build relationships with children 

and families in their community. And though there may not be many kids, those who are there desperately need 

support. The kids need time and attention, and their parents need trusted adults to help raise these kids. In doing that, 

we share God’s love and the Good News. 

Like the scripture above states, part of our call as Christians is teaching our children about God’s love and salvation. 

It’s MUMM’s work, and UMW shares this mission to care for women, children and families.  It’s why I am proud to be 

part of both organizations. Let me know if I can share about either group or if MUMM can help your church. 

 

Blessings & Shalom, 

Cherie Miner 
2020 Southwest District President 
1129 S Avenue, Elliott, IA 51532 
minadams@netins.net; 712-767-2741 or 712-370-5068 (cell) 
 
 
 
 

April 2020 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+11:18-20&version=CEB#fen-CEB-5227a
mailto:minadams@netins.net
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Treasurer – Peggy Smalley 
 

  As I prepare this message for our Airwaves, I must share a Bible verse I just read from our Bishop – Romans 14:7-8 

For we are not our own masters when we live or when we die.  While we live, we live to please the Lord.  And when we die, 

we go to be with the Lord.  I think this is true of United Methodist Women and all we do daily. 

  It doesn’t seem like the end of the first quarter of 2020 should be so near.  Time keeps moving at the same rate as 

in the past, I am just moving slower.  But I find comfort in knowing I am not on this “journey of life” alone. 

  Each day, week, month we do what must be done.  This is true of all women.  Ways to communicate are many and 

varied so be aware of those who may need an extra call, e-mail, or errand run. 

Peggy Smalley – Treasurer: 309 South St., Audubon, IA 50025-1020 712.563-4322, pasmaley@mchsi.com 

 

Education and Interpretation – Betty Smallen 
 
Greetings everyone.  I just finished reading our study book Pushout.  This is our study for Mission U.  It is one of those 

books that is difficult reading, both for the subject matter and the statistics it contains.  Read it prayerfully and thoughtfully. 

I also have a new email, if you need to get in touch with me.  earthwoman37@gmail.com  

 

Betty Smallen, 225 12th Avenue, Council Bluffs, IA 51503, 402-401-8998 (cell), earthwoman37@gmail.com  

 
 
 

Spiritual Growth – Helen Pollock 

Have a sincere desire to serve God and mankind, and stop doubting, stop thinking negatively. Simply start living by 

faith, pray earnestly and humbly, and get into the habit of looking expectantly for the best. – Norman Vincent Peale  

(Guidepost Daily Reflection from March 19, 2020) 

 

We are currently living in a time of uncertainty, a time when it would be easy to become doubtful and negative.  This 

worldwide coronavirus pandemic is unlike anything we’ve ever experienced before.  It has changed everyday life 

more abruptly and more completely than we could have imagined.  Yet even with everything strange, we have 

confidence that God is here with us.  Our faith will get us through this storm of life! 

 

Sadly, one of the upheavals that we United Methodist Women of the Southwest District have to contend with is the 

cancellation of our Day Apart.  I hope you understand that it was a terribly hard decision to make, but the right one.  

We’ll hopefully be able to see many of you at TEAM meetings in June! 

One of my daily devotions is My Daily Psalms & Prayers (2010 by Christine Dallman and Randy Peterson) that has 

many great ideas and messages.  I especially like the thought expressed on January 29th’s page.  When we got the 

word to stay home, that all events were cancelled, that we shouldn’t be in crowds, and even church was called off, 

these words came to mind again.  Maybe they can have meaning for you today. 

mailto:pasmaley@mchsi.com
mailto:earthwoman37@gmail.com
mailto:earthwoman37@gmail.com
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God is not hiding that we need to seek him.  No, the problem is that we are often wandering far afield 

from where he waits for us.  We have to leave our cities of selfishness, fairs of foolishness, and palaces 

of pride to find him where he is always waiting for us – in the quiet halls of prayer.  We must seek him 

there. 

 

May you find comfort in faithful prayer today and always. 

 

Helen Pollock - 34167 Rains Avenue, Malvern 51551-4105; 712-370-5999 (cell); helen.pollock.138@gmail.com 

 

Membership, Nurture, and Outreach – Pat Means 

Hi Everyone, 

I hope that everyone is staying home and staying safe.  I want again to thank everyone who sent their 

membership reports in on time.  Because of the virus, the national UMW has extended the deadline to 

report your membership.  It is now April 30th.  I hope that you take advantage of this opportunity if you 

haven't been able to do it before.  Pat Means;103 N. 5th Street; Villisca, IA  50864-6976; 712-826-5022; 
meansdp@myfmtc.com 

 

Social Action: Phyllis Schwaninger  
 
Dear UMW ladies here in Southwest Iowa, 

     As we all are somewhat anxious about the covid-19 virus invading our normal lives, we can visit online or on our 

phone, we can finish reading that book we have laid aside, we can do our bible studies and concentrate on Lent and all it 

means to us.  Check out the website Unitedmethodistwomen.org and see what is happening all over Iowa and the 

world.  Please continue to be informed of our UMW missions and all that we do.  The new issue of the "Response" 

magazine has excellent articles and maps that pinpoint all the work our organization is involved in helping all people in 

different ways.  Keep on doing what you can to reduce our waste to the landfills, take care of our earth, be kind and help 

our neighbors and friends during this crisis and always.  Please reach out to your SW District Officers if you have needs or 

concerns or questions.  We are always glad to help you and your units with anything.  Unfortunately, we have had to 

cancel the "Day Apart" event that was to take place on April 23rd in Carson.  Everyone's safety is our main 

concern.  Please stay safe and in good health and with our God's help, we shall be okay.   

Sisters in Christ, 

Phyllis Schwaninger - Social Action 
23956 Brothers Avenue; Glenwood, IA; 51554; 712-323-1474; 402-516-8622 (cell); philschwan@yahoo.com 
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Program Resources – Irene Dodder 
 

 Our founders were dedicated to women learning about God’s world.  Our reading program continues that 

legacy.  I just finished reading 2020 book, When Others Shuddered.  It highlighted the lives of nine amazing women 

who were inspirational.  Although, I will never accomplish their level of service, it was uplifting.   How the Woman at 

the Well Became the Well Woman was a good read.  This true story was fascinating and reminds us that God has 

incredible plans. 

 The books will be available for check out at Day Apart.  It is not too late to complete the reading program this 

year.  Again, contact me and I will be certain to make books available to you. 

Blessings,  

Irene Brucker Dodder – 216 Cloverdale Drive, Council Bluffs, IA 51503, 402-672-5713 (cell), 

irenedodder01@gmail.com  
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S.W. District Events for 2020 

March 23, 2020 

151st Anniversary of United Methodist Women 

April 23, 2020 

Cancelled Day Apart at Carson Cancelled 

 June 5-7, 2020  

Iowa’s Annual Conference in Des Moines 

June 15, 2020 

T.E.A.M. at two sites 

June 26-28, 2020 

North Central Jurisdictional Meeting in Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

July 19-21, 2020 

Summer Mission u will be held at Iowa Valley Conference Center, Marshalltown, IA 

September 12, 2020 

SW District Annual Meeting in Carroll 

October 3, 2020 

Iowa Conference Annual Meeting in Cherokee 

October 16-18, 2020 

Fall Mission U at Iowa Valley Conference Center, Marshalltown, IA 

October 22, 2020 

Mission Study Day in Villisca and/or Woodbine 
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SOUTHWEST IOWA DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN OFFICERS 2020 

 

President        Vice President & Membership, Nurture, Outreach 

Cherie Miner   Year 1    Pat Means  Year 1 Vice. Pres.   Mem.    Year 4   

1129 S. Avenue      103 N. Fifth Street 

Elliott, IA  51532      Villisca, IA   50864-6976 

712-767-2741 or712-370-5068 (cell)    712-826-5022 or 712-621-4075 (cell) 

minadams@netins.net     meansdp@myfmtc.com 

 

 

Secretary/Communications Coordinator   Treasurer 

Bethany Watson        Year 3 -Sec.  Year 4- Comm.  Peggy Smalley    Year 1 

213 Wendy Heights Rd.     309 South Street 

Council Bluffs, IA  51503     Audubon, IA  50025-1020 

712-435-9844 (cell)      712-563-4322 (home) 712-304-1039 (cell) 

ellasmom.bw@gmail.com     pasmaley@mschsi.com 

 

MISSION COORDINATORS 

Education and Interpretation            Spiritual Growth                      Social Action 

Betty Smallen            Year 1            Helen Pollock  Year1           Phyllis Schwaninger Year2 

225   12th Avenue              34167 Rains Avenue            23956 Brothers Avenue 

Council Bluffs, IA  51503-6586            Malvern, IA  51551-4105            Glenwood, IA 51534   

402-401-8998               712-370-5999             712-526-2494 home 

srabc@cox.net              helen.pollock.138@gmail.com           402-516-8622 cell 

                                                                                                                                                philschwan@yahoo.com  

 

                               COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS                                                        SINGLE YEAR APPOINTMENT 

Chairman     Member    PROGRAM RESOURCES 

Laura Amos    Year 3   Carol Rogers        Year 2  Irene Brucker Dodder 

51969 Dogwood Road    604 West Temple               216 Cloverdale Drive 

Griswold, IA   51535-4121   Lenox, IA  50851-1502  Council Bluffs, IA  51503 

712-778-2246     641-333-4391    402-672-5713   

Kathy Rush for Laura    641-413-0002 (cell)               402-672-5713 (cell) 

    giaumc@netins.net    carogers12@yahoo.com  irenedodder01@gmail.com 
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SW DISTRICT 2020 SHEPHERDING LIST 

Every year our district officers visit several local units.  Be sure to send your shepherdess a copy of your 

booklet.   Contact her to visit.   Your shepherdess can update you on district happenings, give a lesson, or 

just visit. 

 

ADAIR Peggy Smalley GRANT Carol Rogers 

ANITA Cherie Miner GREENFIELD Pat Means 

ATLANTIC Pat Means GRISWOLD Helen Pollock 

AUDUBON Betty Smallen GUTHRIE CENTER Carol Rogers 

AVONDALE Laura Amos HARLAN, FIRST Bethany Watson 

BAYARD Peggy Smalley HAZEL DELL Phyllis Schwaninger 

BEDFORD Phyllis Schwaninger HENDERSON Phyllis Schwaninger 

BOWMAN CHAPEL Laura Amos HILLSDALE Bethany Watson 

BRADDYVILLE Phyllis Schwaninger IRWIN Peggy Smalley 

BRIDGEWATER Cherie Miner KIRKMAN Peggy Smalley 

BUCK CREEK Betty Smallen LANESBORO Cherie Miner   

CARROL, FIRST Cherie Miner LENOX Cherie Miner  

CARBON Carol Rogers LEWIS UCC-UMC Carol Rogers 

CARSON Phyllis Schwaninger LINDEN Laura Amos 

CLARINDA, FIRST Helen Pollock LOGAN Betty Smallen 

CLEARFIELD Pat Means LOHRVILLE Pat Means 

COON RAPIDS, FIRST Pat Means MACEDONIA Laura Amos 

CORNING Helen Pollock MALVERN Bethany Watson 

CB, BROADWAY Betty Smallen MANNING Peggy Smalley 

CB, EPWORTH Phyllis Schwaninger MASSENA Laura Amos 

CB, FIFTH AVENUE Helen Pollock MERCER CENTER Carol Rogers 

CB, SALEM Phyllis Schwaninger MISSOURI VALLEY Irene Dodder 

CB, ST. MARKS Betty Smallen MODALE Irene Dodder 

CUMBERLAND Betty Smallen ORIENT Pat Means 

DENISON, FIRST Helen Pollock PANORA Cherie Miner 

DOW CITY, FIRST  Peggy Smalley SCRANTON Peggy Smalley 

DUNLAP Bethany Watson SHAMBAUGH Helen Pollock 

EMERSON Bethany Watson STRAHAN Bethany Watson   

FONTANELLE Laura Amos STRATTON Irene Dodder   

GLENWOOD, GRACE   Betty Smallen STUART/MT. VERNON  Pat Means 

HAWTHORNE Carol Rogers VILLISCA Laura Amos 

WIOTA Carol Rogers WOODBINE Bethany Watson  

 
 


