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Glory Sightings
Luke 2:13 & 14 - The Message (MSG)
13-14 At once the angel was joined by a huge 
 angelic choir singing God’s praises:
 Glory to God in the heavenly heights,
 Peace to all men and women on earth 
 who please him.

 I was attending a very informative 
Student Life Committee meeting at the 
fall board of trustees meeting of Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary. Rev. 
Michelle Cobb, a District Superintendent 
from the Indiana Conference, led a brief 

devotional time by posing a question.  Where have you seen glory 
sightings; moments and places where God has surprised you or a 
time your heart was made to sing or the Holy Spirit was present and 
you smiled in a moment of thanksgiving?
 I give thanks for so many many moments and places in 2013, 
often when I have been traveling alone or in the presence of others.  
Moments when nature sings or children say something humorous or 
people are helping people.  Sometimes, for me, glory sightings have 
come as a delayed reaction or as an “aha” moment of praise or wonder.  
 In a year that has witnessed Iowa Conference staff transitions 
including the departure of faithful workers from our Conference 
and District staffs; in a year that witnessed a government shutdown 
and shameful dysfunction in Congress, I still have much joy that is 
multiplied because of many glory sightings and the faithfulness of 
God. It is the faithfulness of Christians glorifying God in worship 
and service (another record-breaking effort at the 2013 Ingathering 
in Iowa) and the Advent season of music and ministry that makes 
me redouble my own efforts to live out  John Wesley invitation to:  
 “Do all the good you can. 
 By all the means you can. 
 In all the ways you can. 
 In all the places you can. 
 At all the times you can. 
 To all the people you can. 
 As long as ever you can.” 

Matthew 1:21 - (NIV)
21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus,[a] because he will save his people from their sins.”

 What is the most amazing thing you have seen? I carry some of 
the “Imagine” hexagon cards that Rev. Ted Hatten distributed at the 
2013 Annual Conference.  As we were invited to reflect in prayer and 
conversation on what we believe and what we have seen, the hexagon 
cards gave us a tool to engage with others after first prayerfully 
considering what a world and a church that reflects the love of God 
might look like.
 For me, it was an invitation to consider how God might use me in 
a new season of faithfulness. Imagine seeing, believing.  Imagine new 
birth as we prepare for glory sightings today and the days and nights 
ahead.  Imagine a new day of Shalom and love, because the Christ 
child is born.
 This Christmas season, be encouraged,

 Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble

Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble
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WANTED – Luke 9:6 Churches

 The Iowa United Methodist Imagine No Malaria efforts are saving lives in Africa and 
changing lives in Iowa.  We recently surpassed the $1,000,000 (yes, ONE MILLION) dollar 
fund raising mark on our way to $2,000,000.
 Advent is a time of preparing for the birth of the Christ child and the celebration of 
God with us in Emmanuel.  I remember years ago traveling to South Africa; waking up on a 
cool dark night and seeing what seemed like a thousand stars in the sky.  I worshipped and 
praised God and declared that the heavens above give witness to creation.  If the heavens 
give praise to the Creator, then how might I also proclaim the good news of life in Christ 
and life for others.
 In the Gospel of Luke 9, Jesus calls his disciples together and sends them out with authority 
and power to heal sickness and cast out demons.  I believe we are being invited to cast out 
demons of indifference and heal the world of deaths by Malaria.  
 We need many more Luke 9:6 churches who will accept the invitation to take on Imagine 
No Malaria in a big way.  We need churches that are willing to show leadership and inspire 
others to do the same.  Many churches (small membership and larger membership) have 
even accepted the goal of $100 per attendee! If you have given a personal pledge, taken up an 
offering or educated your men, women and/or youth groups about this campaign...THANK 
YOU VERY MUCH!  
 This is the season.  I, your Bishop, invite you to join me in meeting our goal of every 
church involved, every effort put forth to reach $2 million by June 2014 when we gather for 
Annual Conference.  When Jesus called the disciples to be sent forth in mission this is what 
happened.

“They departed and went through the villages proclaiming  
the good news and healing people everywhere.”   Luke 9:6

 I pray you will consider dedicating half of your Christmas Eve Offering to Imagine No 
Malaria.  Join in this challenge to “heal people everywhere” by signing up at www.inmiowa.
org/christmas.
 We do have good news to declare.  Deaths due to Malaria, in the African countries we 
are working with, have declined.
 At the first Laity Gathering with the Bishop in 2012, one of the participants asked me 
what I was passionate about that he could take back to his church.  My response was, “Saving 
children’s lives in Africa by supporting Imagine No Malaria.”
 This is a season for giving, healing and Good News.
  Be encouraged,
  
  Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble

Luke 9:6 - Common English Bible (CEB)
6 They departed and went through the 

villages proclaiming the good news and 
healing people everywhere.

Luke 9:6 - New Revised Standard 
Version (NRSV)

6 They departed and went through 
the villages, bringing the good news and 

curing diseases everywhere.

For more information about 
Imagine No Malaria go to  
http://www.inmiowa.org.
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 Iowa Annual Conference 
Communications Director Rev. Dr. Arthur 
McClanahan received the Communicator 
of the Year award October 26 at the UMAC 
Annual Meeting in Chicago.
 Rev. McClanahan was nominated 
by chairperson of the Conference 
Communications Advisory Committee, Rev. 
David Wendel.
 “It was a privilege and honor to 
recommend Art as the Communicator of 
the Year,” said Rev. Wendel. “Art’s skill as 
a communicator was head and shoulders 
above any of the other eight nominees,” Rev. 
Wendel said. 
 Assistant to the Bishop for Administration 
Rev. Bill Poland was part of the Conference 
team that hired Rev. McClanahan in 2005.
 “One thing I love about Art,” Rev. Poland 
said. “His genuine love for the church and the 
mission of the church.”
 Rev. McClanahan’s natural ability to be 
engaged with his subjects, one hand holding 
his camera and the other hand in the air to 
ask a question, was part of what allowed him 
to learn the culture of the Iowa Conference, 
he said.
 Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional 
Ministries Rev. Karen Nichols Dungan 
concurred in praise of Rev. McClanahan.
 “I’m not at all surprised that Art is 
receiving this award,” she said. “He is 
exceptionally gifted, and he consistently does 
excellent work, both here in the Conference 
and in for our denomination.”
 “I’m very happy for him,” Rev. Dungan 
said. “And very pleased to see him recognized 
in this way.”
 Rev. Barbara Dinnen is pastor for Trinity 
United Methodist Church in Des Moines. 
She was pastor of Las Americas Comunidad 
de Fe, the Spanish-speaking faith community 
that is part of Trinity UMC, when Rev. Diane 
McClanahan, Rev. Art McClanahan’s wife, 
was pastor at Trinity. 
 Rev. Dinnen said Rev. Art McClanahan 
shared his gifts of comprehensive 
communications and for encouraging people 
to reach out to helping in the work of foster 
the partnering of Trinity and Las Americas.
 She commended his ability to see things 
“in a microcosm that affect the macro.”
 “He has that ability to connect,” she said. 
“He can go out into the streets like a reporter, 
and get that critical piece of the story that 

moves it to the larger audience.”
 “Art has a gift of being an incredibly 
gracious workaholic,” said Rev. Dinnen. “I 
don’t think anybody knows how much time 
he puts in.”
 Rev. Dinnen said that for Rev. 
McClanahan it’s hours given in dedication 
and joy, and this is evident in what he does 
and how he is.
 “He’s absolutely committed,” she said. 
 Rev. Dinnen said as well that Rev. 
McClanahan is focused, professional and 
direct.
 “He’s also just a heck of a nice guy who 
will do anything and everything to help you 
make things happen,” said Rev. Dinnen. 
“This is truly a deserved award.”
 “He’s always been involved in 
communications,” said Rev. Diane 
McClanahan.
 Rev. Art McClanahan had a column in 
the local newspaper in high school and was 
editor of his fraternity newspaper in college, 
she said.
 He was combining media and 
technology for use in church before 
anyone else was doing it, Rev. Diane 
McClanahan continued.
 He had always volunteered 
to serve in communications in 
the New York Conference, and 
worked on the United Methodist 
Communications team for eight 
General Conferences.
 “It’s always been part of his 
life,” she said.
 Whether photographing 
their family, at work for the 
church, or serving as chaplain 

for the local fire or police department, 
something he has done in Iowa and back east, 
Rev. Art McClanahan brings compassion 
and care to his work, she said.
 “For him, it’s always important that the 
story is woven into the bigger story,” said Rev. 
Diane McClanahan. “Which is God’s story.” 
 “He loves the work that he does,” Rev. 
Diane McClanahan said. “It’s just a joy for 
him to be able to do this work.”
 Rev. Bob Burkhart recently retired as 
Assistant to the Bishop for Administration, 
the role he had when Rev. Art McClanahan 
began as Conference Director of 
Communications.
 “He’s deserving,” said Rev. Burkhart 
of Rev. McClanahan being named 
Communicator of the Year. “Art has a gift for 
communication at all levels.”
 Rev. McClanahan is very savvy about the 
latest technology related to communications, 
he said, and he is able to balance between 
what people need to know and what they 
want to know.

Iowa Conference Communications Director 
named UMAC’s Communicator of the Year

Continued on 
page 4

Rev. Don Wood, Executive Director of GNTV,
presents the UMAC Communicator of the Year 
award to Dr. Arthur McClanahan
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 “He sees his role, and he’s very gifted,” 
said Rev. Burkhart. “His mission is to help us 
communicate as best we can in order to get 
our mission accomplished.”
 “It’s a calling, it’s a ministry, and he’s really 
gifted at it,” Rev. Burkhart said.

 Rev. McClanahan views his work in 
communications for the Conference very 
much as a ministry, he said, and embodied in 
that, is his heart for social justice.
 “He has a lot of courage for social justice, 
and a heart for ministry,” Rev. Burkhart said.
 Bishop Gregory Palmer, of the West 
Ohio Conference of the United Methodist 
Church, was bishop of the Iowa Conference 
when Rev. McClanahan began as Director of 
Communications.

 “It was a delight to work with Art,” Bishop 
Palmer said. “He brought to the ministry of 
communications a keen eye for the ways in 
which the Gospel is an instrument working in 
the lives of individuals and institutions in the 
church.”
 Rev. McClanahan has a really exceptional 
ability to communicate in Wesleyan terms, 
he said.
 “In my judgment, he really gets it,” said 
Bishop Palmer.
 Rev. McClanahan, through his ministry 
of communications, represents the difference 
between being less than we might be and 
rising to be more than we are, he said.
 Bishop Palmer said that the hallmark of 
his time with Rev. McClanahan is the fact 
that Rev. McClanahan is generous to a fault, 
as well as kind and full of compassion.
 “He really has a sense of how to make 
other people around him look good,” said 
Bishop Palmer.
 This is in the sense of lifting others up, 
as was Bishop Palmer’s experience whenever 
in private counsel with Rev. McClanahan on 
Conference matters.
 “He was always able to help us position 
ourselves to be our best,” Bishop Palmer said.
 The appreciation for the communications 
ministry of Rev. Art McClanahan is present 
in the current Episcopal office as well.

 Bishop Julius Trimble celebrated 
five years as bishop of the Iowa Annual 
Conference earlier this year, a time period 
that’s also included having Rev. McClanahan 
as his Director of Communications.
 “People want to know how much you 
care before they care how much you know,” 
Bishop Trimble said.
 “Art McClanahan is extremely 
knowledgeable in his ministry field of 
communications,” said Bishop Trimble. 
“However I have been impressed and 
blessed to see him and work with him as 
he demonstrates extreme compassion and 
genuine interest in people of all walks of life.”
 “He cares and it shows,” the bishop said.
 “Behind a camera, interviewing people 
or volunteering to play piano,” he said. “He 
communicates that your story matters 
because he communicates that he cares.”
 “The Iowa Annual Conference is 
fortunate to have Dr. Art McClanahan,” 
Bishop Trimble said. 
 Listen to Rev. McClanahan accepting his 
UMAC Communicator of the Year Award 
at http://www.iaumc.org/audio/detail/184. 
View the full article at http://www.iaumc.
org/news/detail/1397.

Iowa Conference Communications Director 
named UMAC’s Communicator of the Year

Building mission outreach and discipleship through Facebook

Michelle Whittaker and Larry Hygh, Jr. 
congratulate Dr. McClanahan on being named 
Communicator of the Year

Continued from page 3

 Community connections through Facebook, can 
grow the mission outreach and discipleship of a faith 
community.  What took place at Old Hickory United 
Methodist Church is evidence of creative opportunities 
made possible by a social media connection.
 Old Hickory is a section of metropolitan Nashville 
named in honor of President Andrew Jackson.  It’s “a very Facebook- 
dependent community,” said Rev. Jay Voorhees, the congregation’s 
lead pastor.  “One of our largest demographics in the community 
is what’s called ‘digital dependents.’  They’re people who live on 
Facebook.”
 Old Hickory UMC had had a small summer children’s program 
for many years.  Voorhees remembered, “it hadn’t been very well 
promoted.”
 But that all changed.  In an effort to expand it, “I put a message 
on Facebook one day, sometime after the first of the year,” he 
remembered, telling the community about the idea and asking, “Hey, 
is anyone interested?”  

 “Over twenty people from the community responded 
immediately.  They said, ‘yes, we’re really excited about this.  We want 
to do it.’”
 The group met to pull things together.  Almost $10,000 was raised 
to support the children’s summer program from private donations in 
the community.  The church’s contribution was only about $500 of the 
total budget.
 By the end of the summer “we had had seventy-five kids come 
through the camp and we also had seventy-five adult volunteers, 
almost a one-to-one ratio.  And of that, only about ten were members 
of the church. One volunteer, who taught a class on song writing, 
ended up joining the church and becoming a member.”
 What was the impact of social media on the summer experience 
of children in the community?  “We were really pleased seeing how a 
very simple Facebook “ask” really translated into a major program for 
our church,” Voorhees said.

Continued on page 6
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Online communion
sparks questions

for the digital age
Page  3

The Revs. Saul Montiel (left) and John Fanestil bless communion bread on 
opposite sides of the border fence between the U.S. and Mexico during a cross-
border service of Holy Communion at El Faro park in Tijuana, Mexico.  Photo by 
Mike DuBose / UMNS

.

UMNS UPDATE
Should online ministry include communion?

A group of 27 United Meth-
odist leaders is urging the 
denomination’s bishops to 
call a halt for now on the 
practice of Holy Commu-
nion online and do further 
study of online ministries.

The recommendation came 
after more than 10 hours 
of discussion over Sept. 
30–Oct. 1 among an unof-
ficial group of theologians, 
bishops, church agency 
executives and pastors. 

The participants at the 
Nashville, Tenn., meeting 
ranged from those who op-
posed the very idea of on-
line communion to a pastor 
who already had offered 
the sacrament through his 
web ministry. 

The wide-ranging and 
prayerful conversation 
touched on the nature of 

worship, community, sac-
rifice, online engagement, 
baptism and the Eucharist. 
The talk also encompassed 
objections raised by indi-
vidual United Methodists 
and ecumenical partners. 

The majority of the group, 
by a show of hands, agreed 

with the statement: “Partic-
ipation in the Lord’s Sup-
per entails the actual tactile 
sharing of bread and wine 
in a service that involves 
people corporeally together 
in the same place.” 

Participants differed on 
whether communion truly 

requires celebrants to be in 
the same place.

“When you take commu-
nion to the homebound, 
are they participating in the 
Lord’s Supper? Yes; they 
are,” said the Rev. Gregory 
S. Neal, senior pastor of 
Northgate United Method-
ist Church in Irving, Texas, 
and founder of the online 
Grace Incarnate Ministries. 
Online communion could 
be an extension of that 
longtime practice, he said.

The Rev. L. Edward Phil-
lips, a facilitator of the 
discussion, countered that 
communion must involve 
physical sharing of conse-
crated elements. 

He said a pastor visiting a 
shut-in with consecrated 
bread and cup is fine. But 
that pastor mailing the 
same elements goes against 
the traditional understand-
ing of the sacred feast.

One thing participants 
agreed on: the discussion is 
just getting started. 

By HEATHER HAHN
United Methodist News Service

Moratorium
urged until
further study

Barratt’s Chapel, which opened in 1780 
near Frederica, Del., is not only still 
around but showing new life. It recently 

finished a season of regular worship services 
for the first time in decades. The chapel is the 
oldest existing Methodist worship house in 
America and scene of the first meeting be-
tween Methodism pioneers Francis Asbury and 
Thomas Coke. Attendance began with about 
20. The eleventh and final service drew more 
than 200.The season will expand next year. 
Guest preachers filled the pulpit this summer. 

Oh for the problem of where to fit in a fifth Sun-
day worship service. Such happy headaches face 
Embrace Church in Sioux Falls, S.D., and the 

Rev. Adam Weber. Embrace is the sole United Meth-
odist church on Outreach magazine’s recently released 
list of the top 50 fastest-growing U.S. churches in 
2013. Though the denomination is absent from the 
name, Weber emphasized the church’s identity is de-
cidedly United Methodist. “We may not have it by la-
bel, but I hope and pray we’re the most United Meth-
odist by heart. John Wesley did anything to reach the 
next person for Jesus. That is our heart to the ‘t.’” 

Oldest U.S. chapel reborn Youngster in Methodism soars

What do you think?
umc.org/communion-survey

Find United Methodist News Service at umc.org; umcconnections.org, on twitter and facebook.

December 2013
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Sierra Leone fights malaria’s toll

John Amara tries to cool his son’s fever at The United Methodist Church’s Kissy 
Hospital outside Freetown, Sierra Leone, in December 2010. Henry Peter Amara, 
16 months, suffered from malaria. A UMNS photo by Mike DuBose.

Annual conferences worldwide tackle malaria

The scourge of malaria is 
very real to the people of 
Sierra Leone, said Bishop 
John K. Yambasu, United 
Methodist episcopal leader 
of the West African coun-
try.

“Sierra Leoneans fully 
understand the disease,” 
he said, “because malaria 
is endemic in the country. 
We live with it, sleep with 
it and wake up with it.”

The World Health Orga-
nization reports malaria is 
the most common cause 
of death in Sierra Leone, 
making up about half of 
outpatient visits and 38 
percent of admissions. 
Children younger than 5 
and pregnant women are 
most vulnerable.

The bishop is grateful 
for The United Method-
ist Church’s Imagine No 
Malaria initiative. At pub-
lication time, The United 
Methodist Church had 
raised more than $53 mil-
lion in cash and pledges of 
a $75-million goal. “United 
Methodists all over the 
country feel proud....They 

see it as the denomina-
tion’s contribution to a 
national effort to eradicate 
the disease,” he said.

“United Methodist hospi-
tals and clinics are part of 
the health infrastructure 
of Sierra Leone,” he said, 
“tracing our roots to the 
role of early missionaries 
who brought Christianity 
to our country.

“Among our many health 
initiatives launched in the 
country over the years, 

the Imagine No Malaria 
program has made the 
greatest impact,” Yambasu 
said, “especially in the Bo 
District during the 2010 
campaign where Imagine 
No Malaria provided over 
600,000 (nets) and funded 
the distribution of over 
30,000 nets. This was the 
first major and nationwide 
collaborative effort ever 
between government, non-
government organizations 
and grass roots to address 
a major health issue....”

Reducing the number of 
deaths from malaria is 
high on the list of several 
United Methodist annual 
conferences. Two — Illi-
nois Great Rivers and Min-
nesota — have raised more 
than $2 million each for 
Imagine No Malaria. 

The Western Pennsylvania 
Annual Conference has 
raised more than $1.5 
million. Southwest Tex-
as and Texas conferences 
have surpassed $1 million.

Collecting more than 

$500,000 each are 
Arkansas, Baltimore-
Washington and North 
Texas.  Over the $250,000 
mark are Central Texas, 
Iowa, New Mexico, New 
York and Northwest Texas.

Eighteen aim for the $1 
million goal: Arkansas, 
California-Nevada, Desert 
Southwest, Detroit, Great-
er New Jersey, Holston, 
Iowa, Kansas East, Kansas 
West, Missouri, Nebraska, 
New England, North Ala-

bama, Northern Illinois, 
Rocky Mountain, West 
Michigan, West Ohio and 
Yellowstone.

Participation goes beyond 
the U.S. annual conferenc-
es, with United Methodists 
in Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Liberia, Russia, 
Sierra Leone and Zimba-
bwe West conferences and 
Methodists in Puerto Rico 
joining the effort.

See imaginenomalaria.org

$25 million
pension goal
reached
The United Methodist 
Board of Pension and 
Health Benefits an-
nounced that the Central 
Conference Pension 
Initiative reached its $25 
million challenge goal 
with a $217,000 “tithe” 
contribution through the 
Board of Discipleship. 

The iniative aims to 
create pension models 
for pastors outside the 
United States.

The Rev. Karen Green-
waldt, top executive of 
the discipleship board, 
said, “What an honor it 
is to contribute funds 
to the CCPI. Provid-
ing for retired pastors 
and spouses across the 
central conferences is 
the right thing to do and 
GBOD is blessed to be 
able to contribute to this 
important fund.”

Bishop Rt. Rev. Humphrey 
Peters, bishop of Peshawar 
for the Church of Pakistan, 
thanked Thomas Kem-
per, top executive of the 
United Methodist Board of 
Global Ministries, for his 
recent letter after attacks 
on Christian churches. “It 
is taking a little longer to 
respond....Still too busy 
after the suicide attack 
at the All Saints. The real 
task of taking care of the 
orphans, widows, disabled, 
people who have lost their 
earning hands and the 
scattered ones has started 
now. Do remember us in 
your special prayers.” 

Thank you
from Pakistani
bishop to UMC

‘We live with it, sleep with it and wake up with it’
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Online communion stirs 
passions, so much so that 
a conversation by United 
Methodists under the 
hashtag #onlinecommu-
nion became a trending 
topic on Twitter.

The conversation, includ-
ing theologians, local 
church clergy, laity, bish-
ops and staff of general 
agencies of The United 
Methodist Church, ex-
plored whether the sacra-
ment of the Lord’s Supper 
could be administered 
on the Internet. It was 
sparked by a proposal by 
Central United Methodist 
Church in Concord, N.C., 
to create an online congre-
gation that could poten-
tially share the Eucharist.

To its credit, Central 
UMC circulated the 
proposal throughout the 
church for comment and 
discussion. The proposal 
is generating thoughtful, 
critical thinking about the 
nature of the sacrament, 
the gathered community, 
the difference between 
virtual and physical space, 
the meaning of incarna-
tional theology and the 
holy mystery, among a 
host of other important 
considerations, such as:

• What is essential for 
community, online 
or face-to-face, to be 
authentic?

• Can we worship on-
line?

• Does even speaking of 

these questions dam-
age ecumenical rela-
tionships, and would 
serious consideration 
of online communion 
precipitate a global 
crisis in these relation-
ships between United 
Methodists and other 
faith partners?

• If the church is not 
present in the media, 
which are influen-
tial in people’s lives 
and shaping culture 
today, is it relevant?

• Is the subject of online 
communion a first 
world affectation, a 
sign of our media-rich 
affluence?

• Is it crazy to discuss 
conducting this most 
historic act of faith-
fulness through a 
mediated form that is 
foreign to our historic 
understanding?

• Can a local church 
institute a practice 
that affects the entire 
denomination?

Holy Scripture, early 
church teachings, John 
Wesley, Martin Luther, pa-
pal encyclicals and Bishop 
G. Bromley Oxnam were 
invoked.

At the behest of the Board 
of Higher Education and 
Ministry, papers were 
requested from a range of 
scholars, clergy and other 
professionals involved in 
related disciplines. These 
were circulated before 
the meeting. They will be 
made available online by 
mid-November on umc.
org, the denomination’s 
website.

After pointed but con-
structive conversation, the 
group agreed to request 
the Council of Bishops 
of The United Methodist 
Church take up the sub-
ject and provide guidance 
for excellent practices 
for online ministry. They 
also called on the bishops 
to declare a moratorium 
on all online sacramental 
practices and to give the 
matter of online commu-
nion attention in its Faith 
and Order Committee, in 
conversation across the 
church and with ecumeni-
cal partners.

The participants recog-
nized that “historically, 
the church has understood 
a service of Holy Com-
munion to be a celebra-
tion within a physically 
gathered community. The 
emergence of interactive 
digital media raises new 
questions about the mean-
ing of gathered community 
and requires further think-
ing about our beliefs and 
practices.”

They also affirmed 
the church’s exploration 
and use of interactive digi-
tal media in the fulfillment 
of its mission.

I would characterize the 
conversation as neither 
Luddite nor innovation-
at-any cost, but rather, as 
a constructive conversa-
tion that began to grapple 
with what it means to be a 
faithful follower of Jesus in 
the 21st century, a time in 
which we are immersed in 
interactive digital media 
that are reshaping our un-
derstanding of ourselves, 
our culture, our relation-
ship with one another and 
our understanding of the 

sacred. Such conversation 
is essential today if we are 
to carry out relevant min-
istry and effectively engage 
with people immersed in 
the digital culture.

Equally important was 
the willingness of the 
leaders of the conversa-
tion to conduct it in an 
open forum on Twitter. 
This expression of open-
ness should be a witness 
to future meetings that 
transparency today is not 
a weakness but a strength 
and a means to engage 
with those concerned. It 
was a first step toward an 
important dialogue about 
how a mainline com-
munion adapts, evolves 
and engages people in a 
new cultural context, not 
unlike the challenge that 
faced Paul as he sought to 
carry the new faith into 
places far from its birth-
place and Wesley as he 
sought to reach people in 
the teeming changes of the 
Industrial Revolution in 
England.

If you’re interested in 
weighing in, or following 
the ongoing conversation 
go to #onlinecommu-
nion on Twitter; read more 
on umc.org and Storify.

Disclaimer: I was a par-
ticipant in the conversa-
tion and participated in 
writing one of the papers 
used in the discussion. I 
am general secretary of 
United Methodist Com-
munications, which was a 
sponsor of the meeting in 
partnership with the Board 
of Higher Education and 
Ministry and the Office on 
Christian Unity and Inter-
religious Concerns.
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Bobby Prince (left) and Joe Open-
shaw married in a civil ceremony in 
September and in a church ceremony 
performed by retired Bishop Melvin 
G. Talbert on Oct. 26.  Photo by Kevin 
Higgs.

From Bishop Debra
Wallace-Padgett

Oct. 26 ceremony

Read more!
To read more from this issue 

and other stories,  go to: 
http://umc.org/umns-update

For two United Methodist 
men — Joe Openshaw, 59, 
and Bobby Prince, 54  — a 
holy ceremony officiated and 
blessed by a United Method-
ist pastor in the presence of 
their family and friends in 
Birmingham, Ala., happened 
on Oct. 26.

When the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled in June that part 
of the federal Defense of 
Marriage Act was uncon-
stitutional, Openshaw and 
Prince went to the nation’s 
capital to be legally married.

Retired United Methodist 
Bishop Melvin Talbert offici-
ated at their ceremony Oct. 
26, which was in a United 
Church of Christ facility. 

Openshaw, Prince and 
Talbert publicly defied the 
denomination’s law book, 
which states marriage is only 
between a man and a woman 
and that no ordained United 
Methodist elder can officiate 
at a same-sex union.

Wedding bells sound challenge for church

Here is an excerpt of a statement by 
Bishop Melvin G. Talbert, retired, 
The United Methodist Church.

Why am I doing this wedding? Simply 
put, I was invited to do it by Bobby and 
Joe. Of course, there is a long story that 
led to this moment in time.

For more than 40 years, our church — 
The United Methodist Church — has 
struggled over the rights and privileges of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
queer (LGBTQ) persons in its witness and 
ministries. Our Book of Discipline (cov-
enant book of laws) has many positive 
affirmations of ministries to and with 
LGBTQ persons. However, our church 
has chosen to enshrine some derogatory 
and restrictive language that declares the 
practice of homosexuality incompatible 
with Christian teaching, forbids its clergy 
from performing or celebrating same-sex 
marriages or holy unions, and forbids 
the use of church facilities to host such 
ceremonies. In our Book of Worship we 
have liturgies designed to bless animals 
in the context of our worship services. Are 
our LGBTQ sisters and brothers less than 
animals?

When our 2012 General Conference failed 
to do the right thing by removing such 
derogatory and hurtful language from 
our Book of Discipline, I was moved by 
the Spirit to speak a word of hope to our 
LGBTQ sisters and brothers at every 
level of the life of our church and soci-
ety. Drawing from my consistent stands 
for justice, going back to my days of 
student sit-ins and my commitment to 
nonviolence, I felt compelled as a bishop 
to declare that the derogatory language 
and restrictive laws in our Book of Disci-
pline are wrong, immoral and unjust, and 
no longer deserve our loyalty and support. 
Thus, I chose to call for an “Act of Biblical 
Obedience” (Micah 6:6-8; Mark 12:28-31) 
in defiance of the stance of our church re-
garding LGBTQ persons in our churches. 
Plus, I stated publically that if the oppor-
tunity presented itself, I would officiate a 
same-sex marriage or holy union.

Please pray for Joe and Bobby and all of 
us who will gather for a joyous occasion. 

Here is an excerpt of a statement from 
Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett of the 
North Alabama Conference. 

As United Methodists we have a system 
that not only connects us for ministry as a 
worldwide denomination, but also allows 
us to dialogue and prayerfully discern and 
make decisions together. Our denomina-
tion relies on the integrity of this “order” 
we have chosen. Throughout our Method-
ist history we have faced issues where we 
disagree, but working through our defined 
processes and respecting one another we 
have prayerfully discussed and discerned 
together. Our process for determining 
church law involves the prayerful discern-
ment of hundreds of delegates who gather 
every four years representing millions of 
United Methodists from around the world. 
Only at this gathering, which we call Gen-
eral Conference, can the church’s stance on 
any issue be changed. As United Method-
ists we uphold that process as much as we 
uphold the current result of that process, 
our 2012 Book of Discipline. Any disregard 
for that order puts the integrity of our cov-
enant together in jeopardy.

A retired United Methodist bishop notified 
me that he plans to travel to North Ala-
bama, the area for which I am responsible, 
with the intention of breaking church law. 
He plans in late October to officiate at the 
celebration of a ceremony of a same-sex 
couple who were recently married in Wash-
ington, D.C. Though the couple are mem-
bers of a United Methodist church in the 
North Alabama Conference, the celebration 
will not take place in a United Methodist 
church. I urged the retired bishop to re-
consider as his officiating at this ceremony 
would be in violation of United Methodist 
church law....For a bishop or any ordained 
or licensed minister to disregard a law of 
the church creates a breach of the covenant 
they made at their consecration, ordination 
or licensing.

As a bishop of The United Methodist 
Church, I took a vow to abide by and up-
hold the Book of Discipline of The United 
Methodist Church....I appreciate prayers 
for all involved in this difficult and painful 
situation.

From retired Bishop
Melvin G. Talbert
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 Rev. Dr. Jaye 
Johnson is the new Field 
Outreach Minister 
for the South Central 
District of the Iowa 
Annual Conference. 
 Rev. Johnson was 
previously the pastor 
for United Faith Church 
and Community Center 
in Sidney, Iowa, and 
the Thurman-Riverton 

Church in the Southwest District.
 Part of his background also consists of 
time in newspaper publishing.
 “Before I went to seminary we published 
newspapers and edited newspapers in 
northwest Iowa, in Sac County mostly,” Rev. 
Johnson said. “God called me into this like he 
did all of us.” 
 His wife Amy is also a Methodist pastor. 
 Rev. Johnson began serving on the 
ministry team for the South Central District 
this past summer. 
 “We have a great team down there,” Rev. 
Johnson said. “We enjoy working together. 
We have a great diversity of churches within 
our district.”
 The Southwest District extends from just 
south of Des Moines to the Missouri border. 
It includes a mix of churches in rural areas, 
small towns and county seat communities.
 “It’s a diversity that is rich and 
rewarding. People who work hard and love 
their families and their churches and their 
communities,” said Rev. Johnson. “So that’s a 
great atmosphere to come into.”
 The role of a Field Outreach Minister, he 
said, is to help pastors and churches do what 
God’s plan is for them to do.
 “I think if you imagine ministry as a river 
or a stream,” said Rev. Johnson. “It’s the field 
Outreach Minister’s job, in my perspective, to 
help discover where that current is, and then to 
help us float into that current to move with what 
God’s trying to do.”
 Rev. Johnson has spent a lot of time in his 
first few months sitting down with churches 
and pastors, hearing their stories.

 “Which is great as a former newspaper 
reporter, you know, that’s what I did,” he 
said. “So this time, though, I can engage on a 
personal level and not necessarily be worried 
about taking notes and writing a story down.” 
 “But just hearing the work that God has 
been doing in their midst and through their 
midst,” said Rev. Johnson. “And, you know, also 
hearing some of their concerns and struggles, 
but reminding them that God is still God, and 
God is working through these churches and 
these communities to do amazing things.”  
 Rev. Johnson said he was honored and 
blessed by hearing the stories of the people 
to whom he ministers in the South Central 
District. 
 None of the eight Conference Field 
Outreach Ministers performs the job the 
same, Rev. Johnson said. Each comes with a 
different perspective, a different angle, and 
a different way of engaging churches and 
congregations, as well as a different approach 
to working as part of their respective teams  
 “That’s actually celebrated, that’s a good 
thing,” he said. “It’s not a cookie-cutter 
approach.”
 Rev. Johnson said it’s liberating for him 
to know that his peers are there for help and 
support. 
 “It’s freeing for me to be told, “Look we’ll 
help you, we’ll support you, but this is YOU,” 
he said. “So you figure out how you’re going 
to do this job, and let us know what you need 
to be supported.”
 It’s a great thing to know that there are 
those resources and that support around 
the table, said Rev. Johnson. Every one of 
the other seven Field Outreach Ministers 
has a different gift, he said, but they are 
all equally gifted in the level of those gifts 
they bring to that team.
 “That’s a wonderful, wonderful thing,” 
Rev. Johnson said.
 An audio file of a conversation 
with Rev. Jaye Johnson is on the 
Conference website at http://www.
iaumc.org/audio/detail/162 . The 
full article can be found at http://
www.iaumc.org/news/detail/1360.

Meet Rev. Jaye Johnson…

Into the Streets service day
 On Wednesday, October 2, 
2013  Morningside College held their 
annual “Into The Streets” service day 
 A team of 12 students and faculty 
worked with sorting and packaging 
Clean-Up Buckets at a storage unit near 
Sloan, Iowa.  
 After the 2011 Missouri River 
Floods we decided to store some 
cleanup Buckets in various parts of the 
conference so that we would have them 
available when we need them. 
 With the number of disasters 
increasing, and several very near to 
Iowa, having Clean-up buckets ready to 
go has become more important.
 Our Team of wonderful and 
willing Morningsiders, opened, 
checked, re-packed and packed new 
cleanup buckets, built storage units and 
organized our storage rooms.
 As volunteer teams begin to go to 
Colorado, many of these buckets will go 
along. 

- Rev. Catie Newman

Rev. Dr. Jaye Johnson, 
SC District FOM
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 Thirty-five members from Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church in Urbandale 
participated in Meals from the Heartland on 
August 29 for the church’s first time at the 
annual event to pack meals. 
 Meals from the Heartland is a non-
profit organization comprised of volunteers 
who package meals for the hungry. The 
group’s meals feed people globally, nationally 
and in Central Iowa and elsewhere in the 
United States. Packaging events are staffed 
by individuals, businesses, schools, churches 
and civic organizations.
 “Meals from the Heartland went well,” 
said Lisa Larson, youth coordinator for 
Aldersgate UMC. “People were very excited 
about participating.”
 “We had most of the confirmation 
students, a few other youth, and adults from 
the church participating,” said Larson.
 The Aldersgate group packed more than 
13,000 servings during its two-hour shift. 
They also learned about hunger in Iowa and 
around the world. 
 Amber Yeutsy, 11, was among those 
who participated in the August 29 Aldersgate 
shift at for Meals from the Heartland. 
 “I have always wanted to make a 
difference,” Yeutsy said. “And so when my 
parents said that we were going to package 
food for Meals from the Heartland, I was like, 
“Hey that’s what I have always wanted to do.”  
 “I felt great when I saw the people in my 
church working together and having fun at 
the same time,” she said. “It was really fun 
and it is even more fun when you are doing it 
with your friends and family.”  
 “Every scoop of rice or veggies I felt like 
I was doing something that can really change 
the world,” said Yeutsy.
 It was a great experience Yeutsy said, 
and she can’t wait to do it again.
 “I learned that we have SO much here 
that we should give more often because some 
people in the world don’t even have water or 
food or shelter,” she said. “It is very easy to get 
all of that stuff here.  All we have to do is go 
to the store and pick out the things we want 
and go and enjoy them.” 
 “We don’t even notice sometimes that 
we have everything here with us,” Yeutsy said. 
“We have a roof over our heads, water, food 

and friends and family to share it with.”
 “I think that people should know that 
just one box of food can change a whole lot 
of lives,” said Yeutsy. “And it can really change 
the world.” 

 Joan Hitzel was among the adults from 
Aldersgate UMC who participated in the 
August 29 Annual Hunger Fight. Her adult 
Sunday school group packaged at the event 
together, and they got a little competitive 
during the packaging, which added to the 
fun.
 “Our Sunday school tries to do service 
in the community,” Hitzel said. 
 Meals from the Heartland was an ideal 
way to do this.
 “It’s a very easy way to give back to the 
community,” said Hitzel. “And to try to solve 
the problem of hunger.”
 “I thought that it had a lot of value,” 
Hitzel said. “It’s a good way to get engaged

 

and participate in fighting hunger, not only 
throughout the world but for people in our 
local community as well.”
 Maddie Petersen, 13, is part of the 
Confirmation class at Aldersgate. Petersen 
and a couple friends just decided to sign up 
and go, she said.
 “I just thought that it would be a fun 
opportunity to help people and have fun with 
my friends at the same time,” Petersen said. 
 “We did a lot of different things,” she 
said. “We changed positions.”
 “I think we learned about helping 
people,” Petersen said. “Some people live like 
that, it wasn’t as easy for them.”
 The lessons have stayed with her.
 “I think about how other people live, 
and don’t have as easy as I do,” said Petersen. 
“I try to help other people now as much as I 
can.”
 Petersen recommends that other 
young people experience a Meals from the 
Heartland packaging event. 
 “Definitely do it,” Petersen said. “It’s 
a great experience, and it’s a lot of fun. 
“Definitely do it.”
 More information is available at www.
mealsfromtheheartland.org and www.
aldersgatedsm.org. View the entire article on 
Aldersgate at Meals From the Heartland at 
http://www.iaumc.org/news/detail/1351. 

Aldersgate UMC group packs 13,000 “Meals from the Heartland”

Building mission outreach and discipleship through Facebook

New understandings
 The demographics of the community, 
the Facebook use, and the interests of Old 
Hickory’s residents were well documented.  
“It’s only recently that we put together how 
all that fits together,” he added.  
 “The ‘digital dependent’ group wants to 
be engaged in service projects.  They’re more 
likely to show up for service projects.”
 When the congregation thought about 
how to get people into the church and 
involved in activities “we tended to think 
in other ways…not ‘Well, let’s create an 
opportunity for folks to serve so that they 
can serve their way into the lifestyle of 
discipleship’…we tended to want them to 

come attend a worship service or go to a class 
or get a set of beliefs and then they’ll serve 
out of that.”
 Voorhees noted that the model needs to 
be turned around completely.  
 “This group (the ‘digital dependents’) 
wants to serve.  They want to help.  They want 
opportunities to be hands on.  So, how do we 
offer those opportunities and in the midst of 
that build the relationships that lead them, 
then, into the deeper life of discipleship?”
 Facebook makes possible that 
community connection, and then a new 
way of mission engagement leading to 
discipleship. 

Continued from page 4

“It’s a very easy way 
to give back to the 

community,” said Joan 
Hitzel. “And to try to solve 

the problem of hunger.”
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 Former pastor of the Ames Korean 
United Methodist Church Rev. Chan Gok 
Kim and his wife Hee Song Kim left for 
Nigeria in September for Rev. Kim to take 
an Extension Ministry appointment as guest 
lecturer at Banyam Theological Seminary 
(BTS). 
 “I’m half excited, half nervous,” said 
Rev. Kim.
 During a previous Nigeria trip Rev. Kim 
was invited back to teach by another professor 
at the seminary as well as the provost there.
 “I felt my heart move and I can hear the 
two professors asking as a calling from God,” 
he said.“I want to share with them my pastoral 
experience and my theological knowledge. I 
want to help them understand the Bible, help 
them understand the church.”
 Rev. Kim’s call to serve in this particular 
type of ministry can be traced from early in 
his faith journey.
 He grew up in rural South Korea, the 
youngest of three children of a Korean 
Methodist pastor and his wife.
 “I remember my mother and father 
showing their special love toward their 
church members,” said Rev. Kim. “They 
served very hard as servants of the Lord by 
visiting patients, counseling broken families 
and healing wounded hearts the best way 
they could.” 
 Rev. Kim shared details of his history in a 
letter to his Ames church members written to 
explain his leaving them to serve in Nigeria. 
 In the letter he gave a poignant 

explanation of a picture from his upbringing. 
 “There is a picture in my family picture 
album from when I was a child of my family 
taken with a white goat,” Rev. Kim said. 
 “I did not know why my family got their 
picture taken with a goat,” he said. “But in late 
1990 while I was researching the history of 
the social work of Korean Methodist Church, 
I found the answer.” 
 In 1967 the United Methodist Church 
in the U.S. sent 125 goats to the Korean 
Methodist Church for poor Korean Methodist 
Church pastors in Korea. His father, as a 
pastor, received one of 125 goats.
 “I grew up with that goat milk,” said 
Rev. Kim. “Now I want to give back to needy 
people, especially pastors and their families.”
 Rev. Kim’s 
desire to serve 
continued from 
there, and he 
consistently felt 
called by God to 
serve others.
 Rev. Kim and 
his wife Hee Song 
were married in 
1992. 
 The Kim’s 
came to U.S. in 
2001, where Rev. Kim served the Korean-
American people at National Korean United 
Methodist Church in Rockville, Maryland 
as an associate pastor prior to coming to the 
Ames Korean UMC in 2007. 
 Bishop Trimble was certain upon 
receiving Rev. Kim’s request for consideration 
for Extension Ministry that Rev. Kim was 
making his request out of strong calling to go 
back to Nigeria.
 “This is an appointment and an 
assignment that is not without risk,” Bishop 
Trimble said. “But has the potential as well for 
significant reward.”
 Bishop Trimble feels convinced too that 

Rev. and Mrs. Chan Gok Kim journey to minister 
at Banyam Theological Seminary in Nigeria

School Teachers for Nigeria 
 At our recent Iowa Nigeria Partnership 
meeting we had the three Nigerian students, 
Paul Johnson (at Morningside), Davidson 
Adams (at WITCC in Sioux City) and Ishaya 
David (at Simpson), present to share about their 
academic world!  All three of them are occupied 
with busy class loads and Ishaya got an A on 
one of his tests having been at Simpson for only 
6 weeks.  All three will have part time jobs on 
campus that will pay for their personal needs, 
some books and extra curricular activities.   
Ishaya traveled to Chicago with the Simpson 
International Students.  Paul flew to Washington 
D.C. as part of the Morningside Student Body 
Government.  Davidson’s tuition fees for the 
spring semester are due in December so anyone 
who wants to help further his education in 
Computer IT, may send funds through the local 
church to the Conference Treasurer designated, 
INP, #230, Davidson.
 Our Banyam Theological Seminary 
student, Yahuda Zailani, at Africa University, 
will be doing his dissertation on ’Evangelism in 
the Nigerian Culture’ next semester and needs 
to return to Nigeria for research.  Having his 
own computer would be a plus for doing class 
work! How can we make it happen? 
 At the Banyam Theological Seminary 
(BTS) in Bambur 45 new students have been 
enrolled in the Degree, Diploma, Certificate and 
Women’s School. Unfortunately, 25 students 
have been turned away because they did not 
have sufficient funds to pay their tuition.  We 
are in need of some BTS scholarship money to 
allow these “called by God to Christian Service” 
to do so.  Would you consider giving part of your 
Thanksgiving or Christmas offering to support 
these needy students?  How about designating 
some of your mission carryover funds for this 
priority need?  
 At BTS their statistics are 117 students 
enrolled, 21 in the Degree program, 62 in the 
Diploma, 2 in the Certificate and 32 in the 
Women’s Program.  Pray for the BTS Staff, 
students and their family as they seek to do 
God’s will. 

Rev. Kim will be a blessing to the students and 
everyone at Banyam Theological Seminary.
 “And likewise, he will receive a blessing,” 
said Bishop Trimble.
 Rev. Kim hopes his experience in 
ministry will cross over well in Nigeria, and 
that he can bring a new viewpoint to his 
students at Banyam Theological Seminary. 
 If he is successful, God willing, and all 
goes well, he said he would be open to staying 
beyond the one academic year for which he 
has been assigned. Time will tell.
 “Always pray for me,” Rev. Kim said. 
“And pray for the people at the seminary.”
 The full article on Rev. Chan Gok and 
Hee Song Kim is available at http://www.
iaumc.org/news/detail/1355.

  
Rev. and Mrs. Kim
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Carma Mohler grants announced
 The Iowa United Methodist Foundation 
is pleased to announce the 2014 recipients of 
the Carma Mohler Fund to Alleviate Hunger.
•	 The	Big	Garden	Iowa	–	Omaha
•	 Yes,	We	Can!	–	Jefferson	City
•	 Agape	Garden	–	Ankeny
•	 Local	Food	Initiative	–	Coralville
•	 Nutrition	Education	Program	–	Johnston
•	 Haiti	Solar	Oven	Partners
•	 Nevada	Food	at	First	Refrigerator	-	Nevada
 Carma Mohler established this fund 
because she had a passion for feeding the 
hungry and wanted to alleviate the problem 
of hunger. The Iowa United Methodist 
Foundation seeks applications annually 
from United Methodist-affiliated groups or 
nonprofit organizations based in Iowa that 
are addressing hunger through systemic 
interventions or programs providing 
immediate relief from hunger. 
 Deadline for applications is October 1, 
annually.  The application can be found at: 
http://iumf.org/PDF/Carmamohler.pdf 

Conference Treasurer Accepts New Position
 Todd Weber, Conference Treasurer and Director of Administrative Services, will become 
the Chief Financial Officer for TD&T Financial Group, by the end of November, 2013.  
 TD&T Financial Group  is a full service tax, accounting and business consulting firm with 
ten offices located throughout Eastern Iowa and Western Illinois.
 In sharing this news with Conference staff, Todd said, “I have thoroughly enjoyed the Iowa 
Annual Conference and am thankful to have been given the opportunity to act in the role of 
Treasurer.  It has been a privilege to serve the wonderful, professional individuals associated with 
the Conference and witness the great work they carry out for The United Methodist Church.”
 Bishop Trimble, Rev. David Swinton, President of the Council on Finance and Administration, 
and Joni Mardesen, Director of Human Resources and Conference Benefits Officer, will be 
working together on the search for a new Conference Treasurer. 
 Please join Bishop Trimble and the Conference staff in congratulating Todd on his new 
career opportunity, and thanking him for his service to the Conference. 

 Forty-one of Transamerica’s 
“Tomorrow-Makers” from around the 
country, Brazil, and Mexico are built a 
Playscape at Matthew 25’s Urban Farm on 
Thursday, September 26.  The new space, 
in the 500 block of G Ave NW, has been a 
yearlong project of Transamerica. 
 This workday was Transamerica’s 
fifth workday at the site. The Playscape 
construction has been designed and directed 
by Abundant Playscapes of Iowa City.
 The Playscape at the Urban Farm is an 
invitation for children to play in a natural 
place, surrounded by a variety of growing 
plants bearing edible fruits and vegetables. 
“Come and play with your food,” is Matthew 
25’s slogan.
 Learn more about Matthew 25 at: www.
hub25.org

Tomorrow-Makers build 
Playscape at Urban Farm


