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“Pentecost Gathering” celebrates diversity

More than 100 people from 
emerging immigrant faith 
communities and their partner 
churches, along with other 
interested parties, were hosted at 
a Pentecost Gathering November 
16 at Camp Wesley Woods near 
Indianola.
“We are blessed with the 
opportunity to engage in 
relationships with those who 
are new to our communities 
and often outside the walls of 
our existing United Methodist 
Churches,” said Rev. Brian 
Milford, Southwest District 
Superintendent and coordinator 
for the event.
This was the second Pentecost 
Gathering held by the Iowa 
Annual Conference. The first 

event was in the fall of 2012, 
drawing around 50 people from 
12 nationalities and varying 
degrees of relationships, said 
Rev. Milford. Most had gone to 
the Methodist church in their 
respective communities to use 
church space for their worship 
gatherings.
“The goal was to begin to get to 
know each other,” Rev. Milford 
said. “It was dynamic, a mix of 
cultures.”
“We talked to each other, shared 
stories,” he continued. “Engaged 
in conversation in why this was 
important. We just had a great 
time.”
The Pentecost Gathering this 
year once again brought people 
together from numerous 

cultures and faith traditions 
from across the state for Bible 
study, partnership conversation, 
a multi-cultural potluck lunch, 
an episcopal greeting from 
Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble and 
worship.
“We hope we will add to the level 
of trust in the church and further 
clarify what a partnership will 
look like,” said Rev. Milford.
Bible study was conducted by 
Rev. Douglas Cunningham, 
pastor of New Day United 
Methodist Church in the Bronx, 
NY.
In his address Rev. Cunningham 
said that speaking in other 
languages is integral to the 
work of the Holy Spirit, and 
that receiving the Holy Spirit is 
not always a comfortable, gentle 
breeze.
It’s not Good News if you 
can’t understand it, Rev. 
Cunningham said.

At the same time, he said it’s not 
fundamental that we understand 
each other.
“What’s fundamental is respect,” 
said Rev. Cunningham.
The Holy Spirit is a powerful 
wind, he said, which reminds 
us that there is something more 
powerful than we are.
He also discussed the idea of 
leaving one’s comfort zone in 
reaching out to others.
“I’ve always learned the most 
when I’ve crossed boundaries,” 
Rev. Cunningham said.
Several members of the 
Chuukeese Christian Fellowship 
attended the Pentecost Gathering 
for the first time and provided 
part of the music for the event’s 
high-energy worship.
The faith community started 
as a small prayer, said Pastor 
Ancherson William. The group 

Continued to page 7

Members of the Philippine community with Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble at the 
2013 Pentecost Gathering, hosted by the Iowa Annual Conference.

The music ministry team from the Chuukese Christian Fellowship in Atlantic 
provided music during the Pentecost Gathering at Camp Wesley Woods. It 
was the second year for the event.



Bishop Clymer remembered 
as wise, compassionate leader
*Bishop Wayne K. Clymer, former Resident Bishop of the Iowa Area, died 
on Monday, November 25, 2013.  He led the Iowa Conference from 1980 
to 1984.
By Christa Meland – Minnesota Conference of the United Methodist 
Church
Six years ago, in celebration of his 90th birthday, retired Bishop Wayne K. Clymer delivered a 
sermon at Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church in Minneapolis that was called “Why 
follow Christ?”

In it, Clymer referred to Christ serving the masses with loaves and fishes, noting that 
Christ saw the crowd in need and had compassion. He told the congregation: I 

don’t follow Christ because Christians don’t get sick. I don’t follow Christ because 
Christians live longer. I follow Christ because I’ve seen the face of God in Christ 
as he cares for people.
Read the full article at: https://minnesotaumc.org/news/bishop-clymer-

remembered-as-wise-compassionate-leader/
Related news: http://www.iaumc.org/news/detail/1445
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Bishop Wayne K. Clymer 

  Jesus, come into my heart. Allow your joy to be made 
complete in me. May I experience fully and share generously the 
joy of the gospel in 2014.

  Wake up and thank God! This New Year is rich with new 
possibilities for those who see life as an open invitation to share the 

good news of Jesus and his love. Living with ambiguity and tension in the church (and the 
world) does not have to derail us from the powerful presence of joy that comes from the 
assurance from Christ, our Lord, that we are loved and that he will be with us always.
 As 2014 begins, I have asked the Appointive Cabinet, Ministry Cabinet, Connectional 
Ministries, Conference Lay Leaders and all United Methodists to risk more for the Gospel 
and trust that God has a plan in taking imperfect, ordinary people and doing extraordinary 
things. Sometimes I pray for things to happen and yet can be surprised when doors are 
opened or healing takes place. We attempt to be more open and invitational, and experience 
suspicion because our trust level is so fragile.
 I am full of hope for this New Year, because I am singing joy to the world in Iowa; and 
wherever I find myself. Why…because the Lord has come.
 Go ahead and serve the Lord with gladness. Do justice, love, practice mercy, and walk 
together humbly with God. 
 Sometimes, I require specific reading for the Appointive Cabinet. (It’s one of many 
ways I help them stay busy). Allow me to invite you to read Pope Francis’ letter on “The 
Joy of the Gospel,” [Full document: http://goo.gl/sq2RCl Summary article: http://goo.
gl/7l4BMN Commentary by E. J. Dionne: http://goo.gl/swiPtC ] 

   Be encouraged,
  
   Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble

Be Encouraged…
A New Year and a New Opportunity

I have said these things to you so that my joy may 
be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you.

John 15:11-12 (NRSV)

Bishop Julius Calvin 
Trimble
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Okoboji Camp had another amazing year 
of ministry here in Northwest Iowa. 
Our summer camp program was once 
again a resounding success with lots of 
youth, new friends, campfires, archery, 
climbing, swimming, music, go-karts 
and so much more - there is no doubt 
that lives were changed! Between all the 
program options and events, campers 
had a difficult time determining their 
favorite activity from the summer season. 
With so much momentum from this year, a 
sense of excitement and anticipation awaits 
us as we actively prepare for 2014. 
The Okoboji staff were also busy hosting, 
catering and leading activities for both 
youth and adults including various UM 
groups, school districts, sports teams, 
family getaways, scrapbooking retreats, 
quilting retreats and so much more. 
2014 event catalogues and brochures will be 
available before too long in your mailboxes 
and local UM Churches, or check us out 
online (www.okobojicamp.com), via email 
(info@okobojicamp.com) or toll-free 
(866-856-9862) for more information on 
upcoming events and how you can help 
partner with this life-changing ministry.
 

Summers at Pictured Rocks are a time where 
young people explore the incredible creation 
that God has placed on this site. Caving, rock 
climbing, canoeing, hiking, creek stomping 
and nature explorations abound each week 
of the summer. The summer of 2013 was a 
transitional summer of sorts as we worked 
to revamp the camp experience in large 
and small ways. We were blessed with an 
incredible staff and an awesome group of 
campers. With growth in the number of 
individuals attending Pictured Rocks this 
year came the increased opportunity to share 
the love of Christ with others. 
A big transition was our focus on intentional 
prayer activities during each camp which 
resulted in an overwhelming response 
from all ages about how meaningful these 
experiences were. Many campers told 
stories of how loud and busy it is outside 
of camp, making it difficult to get away 
and spend quiet time with God. These 
conversations reiterate just how important 
the camp experience is in the life of young 
people. 
As we look ahead to 2014 we feel 
blessed, excited, and encouraged as 
we continue to create and recreate 
programs. Our goal is to continue to 

provide summer experiences that are full of 
opportunities to grow closer to God, build 
unique communities with peers, experience 
the freedom and peace that comes with 
acceptance, hear from God, share the love 
of Christ, and explore a variety of unique 
activities. It has been a great year and we look 
forward to what God has in store for 2014.

Summer 2014, “All things new”, was filled 
with so many ministry moments and 
blessings. Wesley Woods experienced a 
growth of over 100 campers and received 
more volunteers than in previous summers 
to help in so many different areas.  The 
addition of the new shower house and gym 
was a blessing in so many ways. There were a 
couple of Fridays we had morning worship in 
the gym because of rain and it offered lots of 
recreational opportunities for campers in the 
early morning and evening hours.
Some of the favorite things of campers 
this summer were: horse-back riding, the 
Blob, swimming in Broken Arrow, archery, 
making new friends, high ropes and worship 
services.  We are excited to be working on 
summer 2014 and developing some new 
programs and services.  Camp catalogs will 
be out before we know it and we are already 
working on scheduling volunteers and 
starting the process of hiring staff. Check out 
our website for new programs, to hear the 
latest news and to see lots of pictures.  www.
WesleyWoodsIowa.org   

 

Lake Okoboji United 
Methodist Camp & 
Retreat Center

Pictured Rocks Camp 
and Retreat Center

Wesley Woods Camp 
& Retreat CenterBe Encouraged…
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By Rev. Dr. Jill Sanders
Baptist preacher and Eastern University 
sociologist Tony Campolo tells of an 
experience he had in Honolulu, Hawaii. 
At 3 a.m. one night, the world is asleep, but 
Tony is awake, hungry and finds himself at 
the only place open, a grungy dive. Tony goes 
in and sits at the counter. The guy behind the 
counter comes over and grunts, “Whad’ya 
want?”
As Tony sits there at 3:30 a.m. the door 
flings open with several loud prostitutes just 
finished with their night’s work. They plop 
down and Tony is uncomfortably surrounded 
by this group of smoking, swearing hookers. 
He gulps his coffee, planning for a quick 
getaway. The woman next to him says to 
her friend, “You know what? Tomorrow’s 
my birthday.  I’m gonna be 39.”  Her friend 
nastily replies, “So whatta ya want from me?  
A birthday party? You want me to get you a 
cake and sing Happy Birthday?”
The first woman says, “Why do ya hafta be so 
mean?  I’m just sayin’ it’s my birthday. I don’t 
want anything from you. I mean, why should 
I have a birthday party? I’ve never had a 
birthday party in my whole life. Why should 
I have one now?”
Tony made a decision. After the women left, 
he approached Harry behind the counter. 
“Do they come in here every night?”
“Yeah,” Harry answered.
“The one right next to me, she comes in every 
night? 
“Yeah. That’s Agnes. She’s been coming here 
for years. Why do you want to know?”
“Because she just said that tomorrow is her 
birthday. Do you think we could maybe 
throw a little birthday party for her right here 
in the diner?” 

A smile crept across Harry’s chubby cheeks. 
“That’s great. I like it.”  
So at 2:30 the next morning, Tony is back, 
with decorations and a sign made from 
big pieces of cardboard that says: “Happy 
Birthday, Agnes!” They decorate the entire 
diner. Harry’s gotten word out on the streets, 
and by 3:15 it seems like every prostitute in 
Honolulu has gathered.  
At 3:30 on the dot, the door swings open with 
Agnes and her friends. Everybody shouts, 
“Happy Birthday, Agnes!” 
Agnes is flabbergasted. Her mouth falls open, 
her knees buckle. When the birthday cake 
with all of the candles is carried out from 
the kitchen, she loses it, sobbing, and Harry, 
who’s not used to seeing prostitutes cry, gruffly 
mumbles, “Blow out the candles, Agnes.”
She pulls herself together and blows them 
out. Everyone cheers and yells, “Now, cut the 
cake, Agnes, cut the cake!”
But Agnes looks at the cake and softly says, 
“Look, Harry, if it’s all right with you…what 
I want to ask is, is it ok if I keep the cake for 
a little while?”
Harry doesn’t know what to say. “Sure, if 
that’s what you want to do, keep the cake. 
Take it home if you want.”
“Oh, could I?” she asks. “I live just down the 
street and I want to take it home.  I will be 
right back, I promise.”  
She picks up the cake and carries it out like it 
was the Holy Grail.  
Everybody watches in silence. When the 
door closes behind her, nobody seems to 
know what to do.  
So Tony climbs up on a chair and says, “What 
do you say we pray together?”
There, in that greasy spoon, with a 
congregation of Honolulu prostitutes, church 

broke out. Tony prayed for Agnes, for her life, 
her health, and her salvation. 
When he finished, Harry leaned over and 
with a trace of hostility in his voice, he said, 
“Hey, you never told me that you were a 
preacher. What kind of church do you belong 
to anyway?”
Tony answered quietly, “A church that throws 
birthday parties for prostitutes at 3:30 in the 
morning.”
Harry mocked him. “No you don’t.  There ain’t 
no church like that. If there was, I’d join it.”
“There ain’t no church like that.”
It’s quite an indictment.  
It’s easy for us to identify someone like Agnes 
as “lost.”  
As we hear the story of God as a thorough 
housekeeper or a determined shepherd, we 
are invited to consider the ways we, as God’s 
church, are the lost. Jesus showed us again 
and again. No one needs to clean up their act 
or become what we expect to receive grace. 
Grace is unmerited.  Grace shows up in 
unlikely places, among unlikely people.
When we receive his grace we find ourselves 
nestled near the heart of God. We’ll be 
compelled to leave our safe, comfortable 
confines to prowl the streets in the middle of 
the night and throughout the day to search 
for lost sheep who do not know that they 
would be welcome among us. Like Agnes. 
And her friends.    
And the Harrys of this world will be less 
likely to say, “There ain’t no church like that!” 
Because we will become THAT church.  
Read the full article at: http://www.iaumc.
org/news/detail/1457
*Dr. Jill Sanders is the FOM for the East 
Central District

Luke 15:1-10

Lost—and Found!



_

http://umns.umc.org    United Methodist News Service, a ministry of United Methodist Communications           December 2013

A child peers through a window during worship at the United Methodist church in the Dzaleka Refugee Camp in Malawi. Dzaleka, about 30 miles from the capital
of Lilongwe, hosts more than 15,000 refugees and asylum-seekers, mostly from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Rwanda and Burundi. UMNS photos by 
Mike DuBose.

UMNS UPDATE
In 2013,

as the world
watched, 

the people
known as

Methodists
demonstrated 
God’s love...

Participants lay hands on and pray for pilot Gaston Ntambo during a service of blessing for the new Wings of the Morning airplane at Dayton International Airport 
in Ohio. Wings of the Morning is a medical aviation ministry of The United Methodist Church in North Katanga in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and is 
under the care and supervision of the denomination’s Board of Global Ministries.  Marti Wolf (right) removes tornado debris from a destroyed home in Moore, Okla. 
Wolf was part of a volunteer team working out of First United Methodist Church in Moore. 

GO TO
UMC.ORG and

UMCCONNECTIONS.ORG
FOR MORE FROM 2013

January/February 2014
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Men remove a motorcycle from storm debris piled up by Typhoon Haiyan in Tacloban, Philippines. It is anticipated that recovery from the massive storm will take 
years. UMNS photos by Mike DuBose.

Angeline, 12, works in the computer lab at the Thomas Food Project in Thomas, Haiti. The program is part of a United Methodist Communications effort to use 
technology for development and for recovery in disaster areas. Lisa Mentges (right) works with a United Methodist Volunteers in Mission team to repair her home 
in Long Beach, N.Y., after it was flooded by Hurricane Sandy. The volunteers are from the California-Pacific Annual (regional) Conference. 

...through disasters and recovery...
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Clergy and faith leaders file into Arch Street United Methodist Church in Philadelphia for the wedding of Richard Taylor and William Gatewood. Same-sex weddings 
and clergy trials in the United States were in the news throughout the year.  A UMNS photo by Mike DuBose.

...with faith  while seeking answers...

The Rev. Edgardo Colón-Emeric blesses the elements of Holy Communion at the Upper Room Chapel in Nashville, Tenn., in a UMNS photo by Mike DuBose. Colón-
Emeric, an assistant professor of Christian theology at Duke Divinity School, was one of 27 United Methodist leaders who discussed the theological implications 
of online communion. Bishop Minerva Carcaño and Guillermo Navarrete pray by the U.S.-Mexico border in El Faro Park in a UMNS photo by Kathleen Barry. United 
Methodist bishops visited the border to immerse themselves in the reality of life there and sharpen their focus on how the church can be in ministry. 
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Seung Don Kim walks through the Cité Soleil slum of Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Kim is a missionary of the Korean United Methodist Church of South Florida in Fort 
Lauderdale. A UMNS photo by Mike DuBose.

Student baker Huang Wen Hui (left) is supervised by special education teacher Zhang Yun at the Amity Bakery in Nanjing, China, in a UMNS photo by Mike DuBose.  
The bakery provides job skills training for people with mental disabilities. A delegation sponsored by the United Methodist Council of Bishops visited China to 
deepen ties with the Protestant Church in China. In a UMNS photo by Kathleen Barry, young adults gathered at the University of Nevada Las Vegas for Relevance X 
to share moments of faith, worship, dance and communion.

...and always in love and hope.
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By The Administrative Board of Grace United Methodist Church, 
Des Moines

(In November 2013), Frank Schaefer, a United Methodist minister in 
Pennsylvania, faced a church trial. Schaefer was charged with conducting 
a wedding ceremony for his son and another man in Massachusetts several 
years ago.

Officiating at same-sex weddings is prohibited by the United Methodist 
Church’s official rule book, the Book of Discipline. Schaefer was found guilty 
by a jury of 13 colleagues. His penalty is a 30-day suspension, after which he 
must commit to following all the rules of the Book of Discipline or lose his 
credentials as a United Methodist minister.

As the Senior Pastor and as members of the Administrative Council of Grace 
United Methodist Church, we are deeply concerned that this sentence will 
likely lead to the loss of ministry credentials for someone who was simply 
acting as a loving pastor for his son.

We believe that the denominational policies behind this ruling should 
be changed. Pastors and churches should be allowed and encouraged to 
minister to, with, and alongside people of differing sexual orientations and 
gender identities without a threat of church trial. Furthermore, we believe 
our position is consistent with Methodist traditions, Christian belief and the 
practice of caring and courageous ministry.

Traditions, beliefs and practices within our own denomination have changed 
over the years as society has changed and as scientific inquiry has brought 
new information to light. These changes have sometimes followed and 
sometimes led cultural changes.

Methodist rules once prevented women from ordained ministry, tolerated 
slavery and established separate “Jurisdictions” for African-American 
churches. Church rules and biblical interpretation of these issues changed 
because of compassion and new understanding. We believe this is currently 
happening on the issue of homosexuality.

While some people point to a few sections of the Bible to condemn 
homosexuality, we recognize the emphasis throughout the Scriptures on 
love and inclusion. There is no prohibition of homosexuality in the Ten 
Commandments. There is no prohibition of homosexuality in Jesus’ great 
commandment to love God with all heart, mind, soul and strength and to 
love your neighbor as yourself. Nor did Jesus mention homosexuality in any 
of the Gospels.

However, the Bible does tell stories about how believers worked through 
significant disagreements and cultural changes. We believe this dispute 
represents one of those occasions when God’s love will be shown to be far 
more expansive than our narrow imaginations had ever realized.

We believe in the value and sanctity of marriage. Therefore, we want it 
available for everyone. The rules and the commitments, which have been 
such a blessing for so many of us, should be an appropriate and available 
covenant, constraint and blessing to all similar relationships. If it is right 
for heterosexual couples, it should be blessed for any couple who wants to 
experience lifelong intimacy and commitment to each other.

We believe God’s love does not discriminate and that the rites of the church 
should not be closed to anyone. For those who are now feeling abandoned by 
churches, we want to let them know they are not alone.

We are one of a number of churches across Iowa that are open to people 
regardless of sexual orientation or identity. That may seem to make us 
quite different than many churches. But we are similar to nearly all other 
congregations — whether they recognize it or not — that include parishioners 
who are gay and lesbian or who have family members who are.

All churches have young people who are struggling with their own sexual 
identity. All churches have kids who need to hear and see how important it 
is to stand up to bullies on behalf of others. All churches include parents and 
grandparents who love their lesbian and gay children and grandchildren and 
who need to hear words of encouragement from their faith leaders.

We look forward to the day when all churches will offer love and support 
instead of rejection and persecution.

**Grace United Methodist Church Pastor Rev. David Swinton offered further 
thoughts on Grace United Methodist Church’s statement.

“When the Administrative Board of Grace UMC decided to develop a 
statement about the Rev. Frank Schaefer case, we had several goals. First, we 
wanted to express our disagreement with the penalty in the case. Second, 
we wanted to let the community know that there are churches and many 
Christians who love, support and welcome people who are lesbian and 
gay. And third, we wanted to express this in a manner that leaves room for 
respectful discussion with people who disagree.

Not directly addressed in this statement were more specific concerns about 

Grace United Methodist Church 
calls for an inclusive church

We believe God’s love does not discriminate 
and that the rites of the church should not be 

closed to anyone. For those who are now feeling 
abandoned by churches, we want to let them 

know they are not alone.

Continued to page 6

*The following statement was published in the December 4, 2013 Des Moines Register



januaRy/fEbRuaRy   I   2014Page 6   I   THE I REPORTER

how the United Methodist Church enforces the 
language we oppose in the UM Book of Discipline. 
Church trials, and especially the revocation of 
clergy credentials, are actions that seem out of 
proportion to the actions taken. Aren’t there many 
other responses that stop well short of removing a 
pastor from ordained ministry?

Other “transgressions” of vows are rarely handled 
this way. Who has been brought up on charges 
or had their credentials taken for failing to ‘visit 
house to house,’ being in debt as to embarrass you 
in your ministry, or not ensuring that your church 
pay their apportionments?

These trials are harmful to the spirit and 
perception of our denomination. This makes 
current and future evangelism far more difficult 
because our church appears obsessed with the 
issue of homosexuality as well as with our rules.

A second letter prepared by our Administrative 
Board and sent to Iowa Annual Conference 
Leadership includes these paragraphs:

[W]e will support any effort among the leadership 
of the Iowa Annual Conference and the Board of 
Ordained Ministry to find alternatives to church 
trials, to permit pastors to minister to lesbian 
and gay people in their church and community, 

and to avoid persecuting pastors because of their 
own sexual identity.

While we will continue to press for a change in the 
Discipline, we will also continue to fully include 
LGBT people in the life and ministry of our church. 
We will do so not for the sake of opposition to 
church policies, but in obedience to the Scriptural 
charge to make disciples, love those who are 
rejected, and minister to ‘the least of these.’”

***United Methodist News Service coverage on 
the Rev. Frank Schaefer case can be accessed at: 
http://umcconnections.org/2013/11/22/schaefer-
says-blame-others-trial/

umcmission.org

Thanks to the generosity of 
United Methodists around the 
world, more than 880 projects 
and missionaries will receive 
a financial boost to help them 
meet their mission goals. The 
denomination’s General Board 
of Global Ministries announced 
that the first-ever UMC 
#GivingTuesday generated a 
record $6.5 million online on 
December 3. Nearly 11,000 
donors in 34 countries gave 
more than 16,300 gifts through 
The Advance to mission and 
ministries they believe in. Global 
Ministries matched the first 
$500,000 received.

Building on the recent US 
shopping traditions of Black 
Friday, Local Business Saturday, 
and Cyber Monday, UMC 
#GivingTuesday offered an 
opportunity to start the holiday 
season by giving instead of 
getting, while supporting 
organizations that are 
transforming the world. 

“We were overwhelmed by this 
giving that went far beyond our 
dreams,” said Thomas Kemper, 
the head of Global Ministries. 
“The people called Methodists 

once again have exceeded 
themselves in love and solidarity.”

Noting the extensive number 
of Advance projects and that 
“100% goes to mission,” donor 
Ann Bosson Greenberg wrote in 
a Facebook post, “I am so happy 
to be a Methodist Christian!” 
Greenberg shared that she had 
made a gift to Alternative Rite 
of Passage, an organization that 
is working to eliminate female 
circumcision in Kenya. 

The Advance is The United 
Methodist Church’s giving 
channel which ensures that 100 
percent of each gift supports the 
project designated by the donor; 
it is a link that connects the 
church in mission. The Advance 
encompasses more than 850 
Methodist-related projects and 
more than 300 missionaries, all 
of them reviewed and monitored 
by Global Ministries staff. 

Kemper said, “By promoting 
UMC Giving Tuesday, 
conferences and local churches 
significantly helped educate their 
members about The Advance—a 
giving channel that would not be 
possible without apportionments 
to cover administrative costs.” 
He added, “Having matching 

funds available not only directly 
benefited the projects, but 
helped build momentum for the 
campaign.”

One ministry supported through 
The Advance is The Appalachia 
Service Project. As he thanked 
supporters, Walter Crouch, who 
leads the organization, said, 
“The Advance is a blessing. Our 
mission of making the homes 
of low-income families in 
Appalachia warmer, safer, and 
drier depends on consistent, 
reliable financial support. The 
Advance provides just that.” 

A final accounting of the 
distribution of gifts will be 
available by December 16. 
Kemper thanked the staff who 
connected Global Ministries with 
the national #GivingTuesday 
campaign, helped promote the 
event, and made it technically 
possible to process more than 
$6.5 million online. He hopes 
that UMC #GivingTuesday raised 
awareness about the impact that 
United Methodists have in the 
lives of people served by Advance 
projects. “While Giving Tuesday 
is just one day, these ministries 
are transforming the world all 
year around,” he said.

Gifts to support Advance 
projects and the missionary 
community can be made online 
at any time at www.umcmission.
org/give.

Editor’s note:

In Iowa, 54,169 gifts totaling 
$18,782,297.62 had been 
calculated for the General Board 
of Global Ministries’ #Giving 
Tuesday as of press time. Gifts 
ranged from $10 into the 
thousands of dollars. Individuals 
and churches displayed generosity 
via dozens of charitable outreach 
organizations on December 3.

Related News:

“Charities reap Giving 
Tuesday rewards,” by Ronald 
D. White, Los Angeles Times, 
Dec. 4, 2013 - http://www.
latimes.com/business/money/
la-f i-mo-charit ies-giving-
tuesday-20131204,0,7251542.
story#axzz2mXfzVxtn

. - See more at: http://www.
umcmission.org/Learn-About-
Us/News-and-Stories/2013/
December/1204-Histor ic-
UMC-GivingTuesday#sthash.
APIXFCYH.dpuf

Grace United Methodist Church calls for an inclusive church
Continued from page 5

Historic UMC #GivingTuesday is Record-Breaking Day for Mission 
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“I wanted to meet some people 
from different countries,” Daisy 
Houston said.
The offering taken at the 
gathering will go to benefit relief 
in the Philippines in the wake of 
Typhoon Haiyan.
“I want to help the people in the 
Philippines,”Naty Balines said.
Young people were a part of the 
Pentecost Gathering as well.
Mayte Gomez-Cruz, 15, attended 
with the group from Trinity Las 
Americas in Des Moines.
“It’s really cool,” she said. “The 
different languages, together 
everyone making an effort.”
Gomez-Cruz sat with Diana 
Sagastizado, 12, from Osceola.  
“You learn,” Sagastizado said, 
“God is good.”
Sherly Aguilar, 17, attended with 
Amor Y Paz in Des Moines.
“I wanted to see all these cultures 
come together,” she said. “I like 
it. I love the atmosphere, all the 
energy that’s here.”
“I love how we use all of our 
natural languages to talk about 
our similarities and how much 
we have in common,” said 
Aguilar.
Jim Supina is an ESL teacher 
and volunteer for Trinity United 
Methodist Church in Des 

Moines. He was very excited 
about coming to the Pentecost 
Gathering.
“I really enjoy multi-cultural 
events,” Supina said. “This is just 
the kind of thing I really enjoy 
very much.”
Supina said he was glad for the 
opportunity to get together with 
people.
“I think some people are hesitant 
to enter into other cultures 
because they’re not sure they’ll 
be accepted,” said Supina. “I 
would say just go ahead and 
enter into it.”
“I’ve never experienced rejection 
or being set apart or isolated when 
I’ve done that,” he continued. 
“I always feel acceptance, and I 

feel a part of everything even if 
I don’t understand the language 
or culture completely. I’ve always 
gone away with a real feeling of 
being connected to that culture.” 
Supina further encourages 
people to reach other cultures.
“I would say to people that 
haven’t done that, you don’t know 
what you’re missing,” he said. 
“You don’t know the experience 
and the feeling that you can have 
when you reach out to people, 
and they reach out to you also.”
“It’s a beautiful experience,” said 
Supina. “I’m very grateful for it.”
Pastor Ruben Mendoza, associate 
pastor of Hispanic Ministry for 
the Broadway United Methodist 
Church in Council Bluffs, 
preached during the Pentecost 
Gathering.
His message focused on the 
Holy Spirit in your life, and he 
emphasized the importance of 
prayer.
“The biggest thing in the 
Christian life is prayer,” said Rev. 
Mendoza.
“A church that doesn’t pray is 
condemned to fail,” he said, and 
“this is the case for the pastor as 
well.”

Bishop Trimble’s 
greeting
“I come bringing greetings of 
celebration that this event is taking 
place,” said Bishop Julius Calvin 
Trimble as he greeted the Pentecost 
Gathering.  “This is a unique and 
unrepeatable moment in time, 
so give yourselves a hand for the 
greatness of this day.”
He spoke about a stole that he would 
wear for the celebration of Holy 
Communion.  As he participated in 
a prayer circle of United Methodist 
Bishops from around the world 
he thought about the stole.  “It 
represents the family of God,” he 
noted, “which we are representing 
here today…the diversity of the 
family of God, the rainbow colors 
of the family of God.”
“It also has open doors to the 
church.  The church doors are inside 
the heart of Christ.  In the heart of 
Christ all people are welcome.”
He said that he liked the Pentecost 
Gathering because it was 
celebrating the presence of God 
and the opportunity to be a part 
of “something bigger than our 
individual worship experiences.”
Bishop Trimble also pointed out 
that the stole bears the symbol of 
the resident Bishop.  “This means 
that I am a shepherd for the whole 
flock and that I pray for all of you.”
“I count it a privilege, in this 
moment in history, to journey with 
all of you as we see what it is that 
God has in store…We are glad that 
on this day, in this moment, that 
we’ve come together…Today we 
will experience the love of Jesus 
Christ.”
Reflecting on the Gathering Rev. 
Brian Milford said, “This was 
not a business meeting, it was 
a celebration…Heaven is all-
inclusive; we want to be that too.”
*Lisa Bourne, Content Manager 
for the Communications Ministry 
Team, wrote the story.  Dr. Arthur 
McClanahan contributed to the 
story.

Continued from page 1

Participants in the second annual Pentecost Gathering take part in discussion during the event. Attendance more 
than doubled for the 2013 gathering, which drew people from across the state to Camp Wesley Woods.

“Pentecost Gathering” celebrates diversity
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The 34th annual Thanksgiving Ingathering took place November 2, 
2013
The Ingathering supports missions in and through the United 
Methodist Conference and it is a way for Iowa United Methodists to 
address hunger problems locally and 
around the world. 
This year’s Ingathering brought in 
$1,045,000, said coordinator Dan 
Houston.
“I know that’s our new high,” he 
said. “It indicates that people are still 
interested in giving to the projects 
that Ingathering supports, and do it 
through the Ingathering on that day.”

Projects supported by the Ingathering in include Church World 
Service, Heifer Project International, Self-Help International, Iowa-
Nigeria Partnership, UMCOR Depot-Baldwin, LA, Personal Energy 
Transportation and also District hunger-related agencies. 
Youth lock-ins, auctions, bazaars and food sales are among the activities 
that benefit the Ingathering.
Youth are a special focus for the event, both in terms of engaging 
young people in its execution and also in preparing them for their faith 
journey in life.
“If you’re mission-minded at all, Ingathering is a good way to put that 
to good use,” Houston said.
Listen to a conversation with reflections on the Ingathering at: http://
www.iaumc.org/audio/detail/196.

The Iowa Annual Conference has begun 
the search for a new treasurer. The previous 
Conference treasurer, Todd Weber, left his 
role at the Conference November 29 for 
another position outside the Conference.
The final phase of interviews for the treasurer 
position was projected to take place the first 
week in January, with a new treasurer in 
place in March 2014.
The interim Conference treasurer is Maggie 
Biggs, current Assistant Treasurer and 
Controller. 
The Council on Finance and Administration 
appointed Biggs interim Conference 
Treasurer effective until such time as 
someone is chosen to fill the Conference 
Treasurer role.

Search in progress for 
open Conference treasurer 
position; Maggie Biggs 
is Interim

Thanksgiving Ingathering nets record support


