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Imagine No Malaria excites the Conference 
by topping $2 million Imagine No Malaria goal
The Iowa Conference surpassed the $2 
million goal for Imagine No Malaria during 
the 2014 Annual Conference Session. At 2:45 
pm in the Monday afternoon session Rev. 
Katie Dawson, Iowa’s Imagine No Malaria 
coordinator, announced the new total of 
$2,009,907.
The extraordinary effort to end death and 
suffering from malaria on the part of the Iowa 
Annual Conference was first celebrated earlier 
at the 2014 Annual Conference Session, with 
pledge challenges from Conference members 
and new subsequent totals announced 
throughout the Annual Conference Session.
Rev. Katie Dawson began her address during 

the Sunday afternoon session by detailing the 
2010 statistics of exposure to and death from 
malaria. At that time one million people were 
dying each year.
“We decided that is unacceptable,” Rev. 
Dawson said. “And so we decided to 
something about it.”
Imagine No Malaria was established in the 
Iowa Annual Conference in 2012 with the goal 
of raising $2 million by 2015 to fight malaria 
deaths in Africa through communication, 
education, treatment and prevention.  
Rev. Dawson displayed a map of churches 
in the Iowa Annual Conference that have 
participated in Imagine No Malaria, and let 

the Conference know that she had spoken 
at roughly 60 different churches in the Iowa 
Annual Conference in the last one-and-a-half 
years. 
The success of Imagine No Malaria Iowa has 
gone beyond the financial, with Rev. Dawson 
explaining that the campaign has resulted 
in new partnerships among churches and 
within the community. 
“We’ve also been developing leaders along the 
way,” said Rev. Dawson.
She offered the example of the few young men 
who ran across Iowa to raise funds for Imagine 
No Malaria. Rev. Dawson also told the story of 

Continued to page 5

Monday afternoon at the 2014 Annual Conference session brought word of the $2 million dollar goal for Imagine No Malaria being reached and surpassed.
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 The 2014 gathering of the Iowa Annual Conference Session 
is now over.  June 7 through 9, we gathered for worship and 
celebration of ministry guided by the Holy Spirit.

 We began conference $35,000 short of our $2 million goal for Imagine No Malaria.  
Monday afternoon, the last day of conference at 2:47pm Rev. Katie Dawson, our Iowa 
Field Coordinator for Imagine No Malaria, announced to the Conference, we had 
raised, in pledges and cash, $2,009,000.  Yes, we have made our goal and continue 
to exceed our goal as we will save more lives through our efforts to raise awareness, 
provide bed nets and support for rural health clinics in Africa.

 There were many highlights for me at this year’s Conference.  There was a family 
spirit that resulted in Holy Conferencing and Bible study.  The worship planning, 
led by Sara Stevens with Musical Director Jorge Lockward, was rich in its diversity 
and quality. The first-time members reported they enjoyed the experience and better 
understand what it means to be a church connected.

  I love Annual Conference, because I love my family.  As a family, we tend to 
agree on many things and disagree on others.  I have prayed about the kind of revival 
I believe The United Methodist Church needs. Grace-space for conversations on 
matters of deep faith and painful disagreements is still needed.

 I am not worried.  I am unapologetically Christian and unashamedly United 
Methodist.  Serving as a bishop of the church gives me plenty of people and concerns 
for a faithful and fruitful prayer life.

 I am interested in hearing about your hopes and dreams for our church and 
the places where you are investing your prayer and witness. Maybe, we are making 
Christian discipleship too complicated.  According to Lutheran theologian, Mark 
Powell, our main mission is loving Jesus.

 As I celebrate my 60th birthday and sixth year in Iowa, I am abandoning any 
legalistic approach to righteousness and pursuit of holiness. God is dealing with 
me about simplicity and choosing grace-space over worry and prayer over problem 
obsession.

 “Jesus answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by 
many things; there is need of only one thing.”  Luke 10:41

 “One thing I asked the Lord, that I will seek after: to live in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his 
temple.”  Psalm 27:4

 All the activity in the world, no matter how noble, or Christian, cannot replace 
falling in love with Jesus and letting his love for us shape all of our relationships with 
others.  No activity, no matter how charitable, can replace the act of spending our lives 
giving our lives away as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 Have you considered as a local church or as a family of having one day 
you do only one thing?  2014 is still a year full of opportunity.  Consider a 
one thing day and maybe that one thing might be prayer!

Be encouraged,

 Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble

Be Encouraged…
One Thing is Needed

Bishop Julius Calvin 
Trimble
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“Do you know why we are here,” asked Bishop Julius Calvin 
Trimble as he began his Episcopal Address to the 2014 Iowa 
Annual Conference. “We are here because Jesus is Lord!”

This is our annual Christian Conference, our big family meeting 
in Iowa, he said.

Bishop Trimble told the Conference, “We are here because we are 
family; and when we gather as a family, God is always with us, 
stirring our imagination, moving our hearts and freeing our lives 
from the bondage of our sins and fears.”

After listing the number of United Methodist Conferences across 
the nation and world, the Bishop focused on the fact that the 
Conferences are all connected, all one family.

“We declare our connectedness in the very first paragraph of the 
Adopted Strategic Priorities,” said Bishop Trimble, before quoting 
the content of that declaration.

“Our strength and source of power as a church is not our budget 
or our stated beliefs,” he said. “But in what God has done and Jesus 
has promised to continue to do through us.”

The work of the Holy Spirit is everywhere 
and for everyone, he said.

Quoting the Common 
English Bible, vs. 26, 

the Bishop said: 
From one person 

God created every 
human nation 

to live on the 

whole earth, having determined their appointed times and the 
boundaries of their lands.

“We are one family,” said Bishop Trimble. “We are his offspring.”

He spoke of unleashing the laity in the Conference to do the work 
of Christ together with the clergy.

“We can imagine a faithful church at its best,” Bishop Trimble said. 
“When people on the outside can’t wait to come in and experience 
radical hospitality and meaningful, moving worship; and people 
on the inside can’t wait to get out to share the love of Jesus in 
neighborhoods all over the world.”

“As a bishop of the church, privileged to serve in Iowa, I am going 
to pray, preach and push, as hard as I can, to promote the unity 
of the church,” said Bishop Trimble. “We pray thy will be done. I 
invite you to join me.”

The Bishop detailed the success of Imagine No Malaria Iowa, to 
applause in the hall.

Speaking further about unity, the Bishop said when we get to heaven 
there won’t be a section for different religious denominations and 
political ideologies.

“We are family;” he concluded “Let it be so.”

Conference attendees viewed a slideshow with images of the 
ministry and work of the Iowa Annual Conference and the United 
Methodist Church in the last year.

“I love Annual Conference,” said Bishop Trimble. “Because I love 
my family.”

We Are FamilyBe Encouraged…
Bishop Trimble’s Episcopal Address

We Are Family was the theme of Bishop Trimble’s Episcopal Address, and, 
Our strength and source of power as a church is not our budget or our 
stated beliefs, Bishop Trimble said, but in what God has done and Jesus has 
promised to continue to do through us.



JULY/AUGUST   I   2014Page 4   I   THE I REPORTER

Ordering of Ministry Service 
welcomes new clergy
The service for the Ordering of Ministry 
for the 2014 Annual Conference Session 
celebrated the recognition, commission and 
ordination of 26 individuals.

Bishop Linda Lee, Bishop-in-Residence at 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, 
offered the sermon for the service.

An Invitation to Imagine from Joel 2 was 
read by Sarah Stevens, Field Outreach 
Minister for the Northwest District and 
Worship Coordinator of the Annual 
Conference Session.

“You will eat abundantly and be satisfied,” 
she said. “And you will praise the name of the 
Lord your God, who has done wonders for 
you …”

Dave Decker, Conference Lay Leader, and 
Rev. Barrie Tritle, Board of Ministry Chair, 
presented the persons to be recognized, 
commissioned and ordained.

“These persons are by God’s Grace to be 
recognized, commissioned, or ordained to 
ministry in Christ’s holy church,” said Bishop 
Trimble.

After asking the Conference to declare 
assent, the Bishop performed the General 
Examination.

Recognition of Completion of Course of 
Study and Associate Members followed, 
before the Examination of Persons 
Being Commissioned and the Prayer of 
Commissioning. 

Trinity UMC/Las Americas Comunidad de 
Fe presented the Scripture Acts 2: 1-24, 38-41 
via prerecorded video.

“We honor that day when the comforter 
Jesus promised and the power he told the 
disciples to wait for, were poured out into the 
world,” said Bishop Lee in her sermon.

It is no small matter to be ordained, 
commissioned, licensed or otherwise 
confirmed by the church for the work on 
ministry on this Pentecost Sunday, she said.

“Ordination to this ministry is a gift from 
God to the church,” said Bishop Lee. “Those 
who answer the call to ordained ministry 
have given themselves to leadership through 
ministries of service, Word, sacrament, order, 
compassion and justice.”

“We are living in a time when a new depth 
of witness to the power of God’s presence 
in the work is deeply necessary,” Bishop 
Lee said. “There is hope that the church 
will be a place where people work together 
even when they disagree or have different 
cultural backgrounds or different theological 
understandings.”

It’s important to hold on to hope, said Bishop 
Lee, for what God is doing and about to do 
in and through us.

“The Holy Spirit is moving in our time,” 
Bishop Lee said. 

She told the Conference that each of us has 
something within us that God needs to pour 
into the world through us.

This is what Jesus did, she said, Jesus poured 
out all he had.

“O, you may not preach like Peter, and you 
may not pray like Paul,” Bishop Lee said, 
quoting the hymn There is a Balm in Gilead. 
“But just tell the love of Jesus and say he died 
for all.” 

There is a cost, Bishop Lee said, but no 

Bishop Linda Lee, Bishop-in-Residence at 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, 
offered the sermon for the service. 

Continued to page 5
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Continued from page 1

matter the cost, it is worth it.

“You are the light of the world. Pour it out!” 
Bishop Lee concluded. “Let it shine! This 
little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.”

Examination of Deacons followed the 
Message from Bishop Lee.

“Will you give yourself to God through the 
order of deacons in order to sustain and 
build each other up in prayer, study and 
worship?” asked Bishop Trimble.

Laying On of Hands and the Prayer for 
Deacons then took place.

Examination of Elders was next.

“Do you believe that God has called you to 
the life and work of an elder” the Bishop 
asked?

Next were the Laying On of Hands and 
Prayer for Elders.

“As these persons are recognized or ordained 
by God and the church for the ministry of 

elders to which we believe they have been 
called by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for 
them,” Bishop Trimble said.

An offering was received to support Justice 
For Our Neighbors, during which Tumishayi 
Dance Ministry performed.

Holy Communion was shared by the 
Conference and a Prayer After Receiving was 
offered.

Bishop Trimble concluded the service by the 

Dismissal with Blessing.  

“We are sent in God’s name,” Bishop Trimble 
said. “Thanks be to God.”

Individuals recognized as course of study 
graduates:  Karen Berg, Barbara Joy and Sue 
Ann Cubbage.

Recognized as an associate member:  James 
Buckhahn, Deborah Parkison.

Commissioned for the work of a deacon:  
Kendra Swartzendruber

Commissioned for the work of an elder:  
Alejandro Alfaro-Santiz, Ricky Baarda, 
Heather Dorr, Jennifer Hibben, Franklin 
Livingston, Craig Lutrell, Keven Moore, Eric 
Sayonkon, Michael Slininger.

Ordained as deacons: Tyler Schwaller, Tracey 
Burgus

Ordained as elders:  Benjamin Blanchard, 
Ronald Bupp, Allen Coffin, Collette Gould, 
Sarah Karber, Jacqueline Thompson, Brody 
Tubaugh, LanatteVan, Karen Young.

a mother in Africa whose desperate situation 
was turned around by Imagine No Malaria, 
and then who came back the following week 
to sign up to volunteer as a community health 
worker.
Rev. Dawson shared a video from Imagine No 
Malaria that highlighted successes, including 
statistics that 1.9 million nets have been 
distributed and 11,600 health workers had 
been trained.
“What does this mean for us as the people of 
the United Methodist Church?” asked Rev. 
Dawson. “We’ve cut the death rate in half, 
and every 60 seconds a life is saved because 
of you.”
She thanked the Imagine No Malaria steering 
committee and volunteers. 
Luke 9:6 Churches, committing to raise at 
least $25K, were honored: St. Paul UMC, 
Cedar Rapids; Ankeny First UMC; Altoona 
UMC; Grace UMC, Des Moines; First UMC, 
Mason City; and Spirit Lake UMC.
Barnabas Churches, with over $100 per 
worship attendee were honored as well: Salem 

UMC, Cedar Rapids; Center Chapel UMC; 
Donnellson; Anita; First UMC Marengo; 
Brooks UMC; Peoria; Trinity UMC, Huxley; 
First UMC, Des Moines; and Cincinnati 
UMC.
The tally for Imagine No Malaria Iowa as of 
Rev. Dawson’s report was $1,956,304.
“That’s 195,630 lives saved,” she said.
We’re imagining a world where every child his 
safe from malaria, Rev. Dawson said, there’s 
more work to do after the $2 million is raised.
Opera star and philanthropist Simon Estes 
joined Rev. Dawson for her report. 
His Iowa Students Care Christmas concert last 
December raised $100,000 for the Nothing 
But Nets program. Estes spoke of additional 
donations he’d been promised from other 
major donors in the coming months, and 
invited Conference attendees to purchase the 
CD of the concert, from which $5 would be 
donated to Imagine No Malaria.   
“This is something I really want to do,” said 
Estes. “I want to work with all of you.”
CDs of Save the Children – Save Their Lives 
is available by contacting Imagine No Malaria 

Iowa and the Simon Estes Foundation.
A video highlighted an initiative on the part of 
Pastor Chad Jennings, of Christ Community 
UMC in Marion. Rev. Jennings will ride 800 
miles through the eight Conferences of the 
North Central Jurisdiction to raise funds for 
one net per-mile. He punctuated the video 
presentation by riding his bicycle through the 
hall.
“Be encouraged,” said Bishop Trimble, before 
sharing his personal perspective on Imagine 
No Malaria Iowa. 
He spoke of the goal of every church in Iowa 
participating.  
“I’d like to ask other people to get on board,” 
the Bishop said.
The Imagine No Malaria Iowa report ended 
with Bishop Trimble honoring Rev. Dawson 
as Iowa Field Coordinator of the program.

Imagine No Malaria Iowa Field Coordinator Rev. 
Katie Dawson shares the news of Imagine No 
Malaria Iowa success with Bishop Trimble. 

Imagine No Malaria excites the Conference by 
topping $2 million Imagine No Malaria goal
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Memorial service celebrates victory over death
The Memorial Service of the 
2014 Annual Conference Session 
opened with Come, Emmanuel, 
and Northwest District Field 
Outreach Minister Sarah Stevens 
inviting Conference attendees to 
imagine, reading Isaiah 61.

Bishop Julius Trimble introduced 
Rev. Brian Milford, Superintendent 
for the Southwest District and Dean 
of the Appointive Cabinet, calling 
him a son of this Conference.

Acts 10:43-46.

“The Lord be with you,” Rev. 
Milford began.

“Every Sunday when we preach the 
Gospel, we mock death,” he said. 
“I KNOW my redeemer lives, we 
sang.”

“The fragility of this mortal life then 
slapped us in the face on Monday 
morning,” Rev. Milford said.

Rev. Milford said if the resurrection 
could be limited to the past then we 
are right to be worried about the 
future.

“Now true enough, the resurrection 
of Jesus from the dead is God’s 
own testimony against death,” Rev. 
Milford said. “But it is also God’s 
power for ministry.”

Victory over death, power for 
ministry, they are one theme, he 
said.

Rev. Milford said that those 
honored at the Memorial Service 
are not just remembered for 
their personal accomplishments, 
but for the ways their personal 
accomplishments testified to the 
power of the resurrection, and for 
the ways their ministries exhibited 
the ongoing love of God for the 
world.

“From the very beginning the New 
Testament connects resurrection 
with ministry,” said Rev. Milford.

Christians have spent so much time 
trying to prove the resurrection 
instead of being the proof of the 
resurrection,” said Rev. Milford. 

“We are remembering the saints 
today, who in so many ways, were 
the proof of the resurrection to us,” 
he said.

“We are all here today to worship 
God,” Brian Milford said. “All 
of us are here because we are 
remembering a loved one who has 
died.”

“And we, in the midst of our grief, 
wonder if we have the energy to 
go on,” he continued. “Knowing 
it will never be the same without 
him or her, we wonder how we will 
continue. Do we have what it takes 
to continue? We have been called, 
but are we equipped to go on?”

“Everywhere you go and every 
place where death still reigns, 
where good people see the risen 
Christ and serious ministry awaits 
the power of the risen Lord, he is 
there,” he said.

The congregation sang Christ 
Is Alive before the Litany for 
Remembering the Saints and the 
Reading of Names. 

I Praise You for this Resurrection 
Madness by Ted Loder was recited 
before the final song Christo Vive.

Clergy remembered include: 
Everett K. Burham, Wendell L. 
Burroughs, Donald L. Campbell, 
Preston J. Cole, Robert S. Crandall, 
Robert A. Crum, Gary H. Dobbins, 
Robert T. Dodder, Russell D. 
Eldridge, Gordon G. Elrick, James 
M. Ford, Laurence L. Garrett, 
Herbert R. Gould, John P. Hantla, 
Kenneth N. Kent, Lloyd A. Latta, 
Donald F. Maple, James R. Marks, 
Gerald D. McGee, Heber J. Miller, 
Martin R. Miller, Lester L. Moore, 
Paul M. Shultz, Harlan A. Stenberg, 
Timothy Tennant-Jayne, Lanny L. 
Tuttle, Richard G.Viney, Harold J. 
Wells, Alferd E. Wilken, Robert D. 
Williams.

Clergy spouses remembered 
include: Marlys Ackerman, Shirley 
Joan Aitken, Frances Bass, Norma 
I. Brighton, Carol Considine, 
Mildred R. Dunham, Varena D. 
Forbes, Martha Louise Ganzel, 
Rosemary Reed Moore, Carol E. 
Morris, Mary W. Parrott, Mildred 
Rubey, Anne Schwarz, Esther 
Siemens, Dorothy M. Thompson, 
Florence Walker, Lorna M. Wallace 
and Nancy Young. 

Bishop Wayne K. Clymer was 
remembered as well.

Rev. Brian Milford delivers the sermon for the Memorial Service at the 2014 
Annual Conference Session. 
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Rev. Paul Shultz 
remembered as a 
friend to all

Rose Blank, chair of the Conference Board of 
Higher Education and Campus Ministry, opened 
the presentation of the Higher Education and 
Campus Ministry award by introducing Marsha 
Acord, Acting Director at the Wesley Foundation 
at the University of Iowa, along with Taylor Gould, 
a Communications and Social Media intern at the 
Wesley Foundation.

The Francis Asbury Award was awarded to Rev. 
Paul Shultz, who passed away in January 2014, 
for his outstanding service the last 15 years as 
Executive Director of the Wesley Foundation at 
the University of Iowa.

Rev. Shultz impacted many students’ lives, 
Acord said.

“Students valued Paul’s mentoring,” she said.

Shultz found creative ways of collaboration with 

student ministry, said Acord, recognizing the 
Wesley Foundation as a faith community from 
which young adults would discern their future in 
ministry. 

Acord listed the many areas in which Rev. Shultz 
served, and said he offered outstanding leadership 
above and beyond basic responsibilities. 

As remarkable as his service was, Acord said she 
thought of Rev. Shultz as a friend above all, along 
with many others.

“I’ve been incredibly blessed by my time at the 
Wesley Foundation,” Taylor Gould said.

She attributed Rev. Shultz with being a large part 
of the reason she would be continuing ministry in 
the United Methodist Church, and then read from 
a sermon given by Rev. Shultz

“I grasped for anything that might be an anchor,” 
said Gould, drawing upon a theme of his sermon 
and remarking on her grief at the loss of Rev. 
Shultz.

“We are still blessed with his legacy,” she said. “He 
taught so many of us so much.”

“In everything he did, he went above and beyond,” 
said Gould. “We will always have his legacy to hold 
onto.”

Rev. Shultz’s son Miles Shultz accepted the award 
on behalf of his family.

“My father’s love of the church sustained him,” 
Shultz said. 

Regarding issues facing the church today, Shultz 
said if his father were still alive he would be 
working to reconcile the world as it is with the way 
it ought to be.

Rev. Shultz’s son Miles Shultz accepted the award on behalf of his family

Bishop Julius Trimble hugs the mother of the 
late Rev. Paul Shultz, recipient of the Higher 
Education and Campus Ministry award at the 
2014 Annual Conference Session.

Marsha Acord speaks about 
Rev. Paul Shultz

Miles Shultz

“In everything he did, he went 
above and beyond,” said Taylor 
Gould. “We will always have his 
legacy to hold onto.”
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The Retirement Service for 
the 2014 Annual Conference 
celebrated the ministries of 33 
clergy. 

Rev. Kathy Martin, Chaplain 
at Morningside College gave 
the sermon for the Retirement 

Service, entitled, “Looking 
Back, Moving Forward, Story 
On.”

Sarah Stevens, Field Outreach 
Minister for the Northwest 
District and Conference 
Worship Coordinator, opened 

with An Invitation to Imagine, 
reading from Psalm 126.

The Scripture passage Luke 24: 
13-35, concerning the road to 
Emmaus, was then offered.

“If we’re fortunate, the road is 
short,” Rev. Martin began. “You 

know the road – the road from 
there to here, the road from 
illness to health, the one from 
grief to joy, from the pits to new 
life, the one from loneliness to 
beloved community.”

“The road to Emmaus from 
Jerusalem was about seven 
miles,” said Rev. Martin. “For 
two of Jesus’ followers, still 
grief-stricken from his death, 
it most likely seemed like a 
thousand.”

Rev. Martin spoke of her being 
ordained just eight years, and 
appreciation of the years of 
service of the retirees being 
honored.

 “Today, I am thankful to look 
back while moving forward 
with this faith-full “class” of 
retiring pastors, their spouses, 
families, church communities 
and friends,” she said. 

Rev. Martin shared the 
significance of the story, 
including that of the Bible and 
the connection of our story 
there.

“After a series of events, good 
or not-so-good,” Rev. Martin 
said. “We have a tendency to 
focus our vision on the rearview 
mirror, to relive the moments, 
to stay in the zone.”

There are both blessings and 
curses in remembering, said 
Rev. Martin, the blessings are 
treasured memories and life 
lessons.  

“The curse is that you can 
become stuck in the past, she 
said. “So much so that you 

Ministries of Retirees celebrated

Bishop Trimble greets Dr. Ellery and 
Mrs. Marsha Duke.

Rev. Jennifer Hibben and Rev. 
Dennis Tevis lead the opening of the 
Retirement Celebration.

“Today I am thankful to 
look back while moving 
forward with this faithful 
class of retiring pastors, 
their spouses, families, 
church communities and 
friends,” Rev. Kathy 
Martin said.
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Ministries of Retirees celebrated
begin to miss the present.”

“Brothers and sisters in Christ, this story has not ended,” she said. 
“It lives on in you – in your life, in your story. It lives on in my life 
and my story.”  

“And though some of us are “retiring” from full-time ministry, 
whatever that means, we still have a story, many stories to tell about 
God’s good news in Jesus Christ, said Rev. Martin. “And whether 
we do that from the pulpit, or at the grocery store, on the golf 
course, or through acts of compassion, forgiveness, service and 
kindness it matters not!” 

We are still and will always be among the baptized, she continued, 
bearers of God’s grace and forgiveness and given life through the 
pouring out of God’s Spirit among us.

“In Luke’s gospel, Jesus declares to his followers that they are 
witnesses – we are witnesses,” Rev. Martin said. “Retiring or leaving 
church doesn’t mean that we’re done sharing God’s good news in 
Jesus.”

Letters of connection, affirmation, support and companionship 
were given to the ordinands from the retirees.

Each of the retirees was recognized, walking across the stage with 
their spouses to be greeted by the Bishop.  

Nigerian students at Morningside and Simpson Colleges were the 
benefactors of the offering taken at the Retirement Service.

Nigerian student David Ishaya spoke for the Offertory.

Bishop Trimble gave the Blessing for Retirement.

“Now is the time for your heart’s desire,” Bishop Trimble said. “To 
live the dreams you’ve waited for, to awaken the depths beyond 
your work, and enter into your infinite source.”

Members of the Retiring class of 2014 are: John T. Abraham, 
Marsha A. Acord, Sheryl K. Ashley, Nancy M. Bender, Peter K. 
Chang, Neil H. Cross, Trevor D. Davis, Ellery H. Duke, Lynn B. 
Elrod, Lynn D. Gunderson, Lorraine J. Hartman, Richard A. Iles, 
Charles J. Johnson, Charles E. Klink, Kathy J. Martin, Douglas K. 
McGraw, Brian S. McNamara, Gary A. Nims, Michael L. Orthel, 
Douglas E. Reynolds, John P. Scherb, Dennis J. Shepherd, Jane E. 
Shepherd, James M. Shopshire, Mary H. Shultz, Stephen A. Taylor, 
Dennis G. Tevis, Martha D. Ward, Robert B. Ward, Jo A. Watkins, 
R. Karl Watkins, James O. Young and Thomas L. Zeleny.

Bishop Trimble thanks Barbara Higgins for her years of service to the 
Conference.

Statistical Summary
•	 Total	 professing	membership	 of	

The United Methodist Church 
was 168,720 in 2013, a decrease 
of 2,878 (2%). 

•	 Average	 weekly	 worship	
attendance in 2012 was 53,449, a 
decrease of 1,221 (2%) from the 
previous year. 

•	 The	 highest	 average	 weekly	
worship attendance was 1,174 
with the lowest average weekly 
worship attendance being 2. The 
average (mean) weekly worship 
attendance per church dropped 
from 71 in 2012 to 68 in 2013. 

•		 The	 total	 number	 of	
congregations for 2013 was 788. 

Increased membership was 
reported by 206 congregations, 
464 congregations reported 
decreases, while 118 remained 
the same.

•	 The	 largest	 congregation	 in	
the Iowa Annual Conference 
reported membership of 2,734 
while the smallest reported 
2 members. The average 
congregation size was 217, while 
the median was 124. 

•	 Average	 weekly	 worship	
attendance of 53,403 out of 
total professing membership 
of 167,598 represents 32% of 
professing members attending 
worship on a weekly basis.

•	 In	 2013,	 the	 Iowa	 Annual	
Conference received 2,239 
members by profession of faith, a 
9% decrease from the prior year.

Continued to page 16
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Conference Artist Rev. Ted Lyddon Hatten opened 
his statement to the 2014 Annual Conference 
Session with the final two lines of the Robert Frost 
poem titled, “The Oven Bird.”

“The question he frames in all but words

Is what to make of a diminished thing,” Rev. 
Lyddon Hatten said.

“What to make of a diminished thing?” he 
continued. “Our theme this year, like last year, 
Imagine: a faithful church – a healthy world, is 
honest in the way that confessions tend to be.”

Imagination is limited in how it can be used, said 
Rev. Lyddon Hatten, for example, when you came 
in from the rain yesterday, drenched, it would have 
been impossible for you to imagine being wet. 

“You were already wet,” said Rev. Lyddon Hatten. 
“You can only imagine what you are not, or where 
you are not.”

The theme, Imagine a faithful church – a healthy 
world is a confession, he said. 

“We have to imagine both because we are neither – 
not faithful, and not healthy,” Rev. Lyddon Hatten 
said. “Not now.”

Rev. Lyddon Hatten told those in attendance 
that during the time that we have held both the 
church and the world in our collective hands, the 

church is no closer to being faithful than when we 
first began, and the world’s health, by nearly all 
accounts, is making a rapid descent. 

He offered the example that 70% of all native bird 
species in Hawaii are now extinct, saying that most 
of them got that way because they got malaria. 

“The birds have asked me to point out that the 
nets separate people from the disease,” said Rev. 
Lyddon Hatten. “Imagine reducing the factors that 
contribute to the spread of malaria.”

“So, what to make of a diminished thing?” he 
asked. “This church – our world.”

“We respond, naturally, with grief,” Rev. Lyddon 
Hatten said. “We grieve over our fractured 
community and our diminished planet. This grief 
of ours gets expressed in many ways: lament, 
anger, confession, tears, and these responses are 
important. 

Rev. Lyddon Hatten expressed to the Conference 
that it is essential that we make room for their full 
expression in our liturgy and in our lives. 

“Maybe it’s because we’ve had so much practice, 
but I think we’re pretty good at that part,” he said. 
“We’re good grievers.”

“But grief cannot be our only response,” said 
Rev. Lyddon Hatten. “Each of us is a curious mix 
of nesting narratives – one inside another – as 
individuals within families, with jobs, community, 
nation, planet.”

Some of those story-lines are solid and affirming 
and generative, he said, but some are not.

“Some are nothing short of tragic,” Rev. Lyddon 
Hatten said. “Some of them are broken in a way 
that won’t get repaired. We live with loss. We know 
loss. Our grief is well-rehearsed. Practiced, as it 
should be.” 

But grief cannot be the only response, Rev. Lyddon 
Hatten said again. 

“We cannot stay with lament, or rage, or tears,” he 
said. “We can’t stay with grief. We can return. We 
just can’t stay.”

There is more, said Rev. Lyddon Hatten.

“There is more, and it comes, I think, in the form 
of delight,” he said. “With eyes that see, we can find 
it in a diminished thing. It can find us – even when 
the brokenness is profound.”

Rev. Lyddon Hatten spoke more about delight.

“In the midst of a church and world whose 
brokenness in chronic, whose pain is staggering, 
whose injustice is habitual” he said. “Still delight 

finds us.”

Rev. Lyddon Hatten invited all those in attendance 
to view his work after adjournment that evening 
in a show called, “Ornitheology,” exhibited 
nearby in the Iowa Events Center. He shared his 
thoughts some of the pieces. And he also posed the 
questions: In a world of chronic brokenness, where 
does delight find you? Where do you find delight 
among so many diminished things?

Some of us find that delight comes on the wings of 
a bird, Rev. Lyddon Hatten said.

“There is something about the sound of a loon 
over a lake,” he said. “Or at the piercing clarity of 
cardinal, or the mating call of a single mourning 
dove.”

As a species, said Rev. Lyddon Hatten, humans are 
so drawn to birds that we wrap our most important 
stories in feathers. 

He referenced, “Ornitheology,” a theological look 
at birds. 

“I am interested in the stories the birds have to tell 
us,” Rev. Lyddon Hatten said. “If it is true that God’s 
eye is on the sparrow, I am curious about what God 
might be seeing.”

Rev. Lyddon Hatten showed images of various 
birds, including a Ukrainian Skycutter. 

“The Holy Spirit, of course comes to Jesus like a 
dove, a pigeon of peace,” said Rev. Lyddon Hatten.

“This particular bird comes from Ukraine, a very 
troubled place on our planet,’ he said. “The Holy 
Spirit has the habit of flocking to troubled places.

“I have enjoyed hearing how some of you are 
interpreting the images and the timing of their 
change,” said Rev. Lyddon Hatten. “The photograph 
that is up there now includes the arm of person 
who raised them, August Franzen. You can see the 
scars. He got those from working with birds. It is a 
detail worth noticing.”

Rev. Lyddon Hatten showed more images of 
Ukrainian Skycutters. He said all of them have a 
hyper-flexible wrist joint that gives them the ability 
to ascend and descend in a straight line, and they 
can hover in mid-air for hours. 

If you watch them hover, it appears as if they could 
do it indefinitely, said Rev. Lyddon Hatten.

“To those of you who, this morning, were ordained, 
consecrated, received, tapped, touched, licked, and 
loved,” Rev. Lyddon Hatten said. “And to those who 
wait, to those who are incubating a call, nestled in 

Rev. Ted Lyddon Hatten

Conference 
Artist

Continued to page 14
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Design Task Force team offers report at Annual Conference

Strategic Priorities report highlights three 
‘world-transforming’ communities of faith

Rev. Tim Frasher, of the South 
Central District, addressed the 
2014 Annual Conference Session 
regarding the Design Task Force. 

The task force was established from 
the Strategic Priorities adopted at 
the 2013 Annual Conference, and 
given the assignment of looking at 
Conference staffing to determine if 
that staffing aligns with the adopted 
priorities.

Rev. Frasher reported that, “currently 
the Conference appears to be 
largely just operating, that is, barely 
addressing present circumstances 
without robust guidance offered by 
a definitive long-term strategy and 
supporting five-year plan.”

A facilitator had been hired to guide 
the process, said Rev. Frasher.

“Part of our task has been working 
toward some degree of transparency 
in this process,” he said. 

A blog has been established for the 
Design Task Force, and Rev. Frasher 
said that the blog would be used for 
communication on the task force 
going forward.

“We are here to address the process, 
not the design,” said Rev. Frasher. “In 
addition we will request the Bishop 
to appoint more persons onto this 
task force.”

During the summer the task force 
will meet at least three times with the 
full committee. 

“In this way we hope to gather a 
greater understanding of the work 
that is already happening within the 
Conference,” he said.

From September to November the 
task force will hold public meetings 
in order to gather information from 
clergy and laity, after which the task 
force will meet to process and form 
a final design. 

In December the task force will meet 
with the Strategic Implementation 
Team in order to put the final plan 
into a legislative format. From 
January to March 2015 the task 
force will present the final version 
of the plan to various public forums, 
including pre-Conference and 
District events.

“At the 2015 Annual Conference we 
will present the final version,” said 
Rev. Frasher

“Many annual conferences are 
changing their conference structure,” 

he said. “Not because they want to, 
but because they have to.”

Being proactive is far better than 
being reactive, he continued. 

“Our process is intentional, thought 
out, and prayerful, and so that is my 
first request for you this morning,” 
Rev. Frasher. “In the upcoming year 
pray for this Design Task Force.”

Three faith communities were lifted up as examples of the first of the Iowa 
Conference’s strategic priorities – “world transforming communities of faith.”

The strategic priorities, adopted at the 2013 Annual Conference Session, 
are: “creating world-transforming communities of faith,” “equipping 
ourselves and others as transformational leaders,” and “directing our 
resources to our common goals.”

Rev. Katharine Yarnell, Field Outreach Minister of the North Central 
District, introduced the story of the Colo United Methodist Church “under 
the leadership of Pastor Lewis Flanigan.  Colo has a special relationship 
with the school district.” 

Colo UMC partnered with the local school district, supporting the teachers 
in the school, filling backpacks, and providing a discretionary fund that, at 
the direction of a teacher ,sensing a student’s need, could provide essential 
emergency assistance.

Rev. Jaye Johnson described the  ministries of the North Liberty and New 
Horizons United Methodist churches.  “North Liberty and New Horizons 
are allowing the Spirit of God to guide them and are living boldly into 
what they are called to be,” he said.  “North Liberty is reaching out to the 
Latino community in radical ways creating a bilingual worship experience, 
feeding the hungry with an exceptional community food pantry, and they 
are cooperating with Coralville New Horizons in a vital partnership.”

Rev. Melissa Drake, Field Outreach Minister for the Southwest District, 
noted that “real change, real transformation happens when we are in 
relationship with Jesus Christ and in relationship with each other.”    “Our 
priority of world-transforming communities of faith includes an emphasis 
on equipping transformational leaders.  These are not leaders who keep 
the story that God is telling quiet and contained within the walls of the 
church buildings, but leaders who are committed to finding ways for all of 
the children of God to find their part in this story.

“The Road” to Recovery at Ankeny First UMC “started as an idea on a 
sticky note by a leader whose life was deeply changed because of this 
relationship with God and the faith communities that built him up.”

Following the three video stories the three Field Outreach Ministers 
concluded the report on the Strategic Priorities by saying, “We believe God 
is calling all of our faith communities to be living stories of Christ’s love.”
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The Diakonos opened their skit at the 2014 Annual Conference 
Session with a rap identifying themselves as various members of Iowa 
Annual Conference leadership and the respective duties they have at 
the Conference and at Annual Conference Session.
Twenty–seven youth and six adults served as pages assisting at the 
2014 Annual Conference Session.
After the opening song the Diakonos then proceeded to convene 
their own “session,” recognizing members from the floor for points of 
privilege, each of whom offered thanks, borrowing from the regular 
Late Night with Jimmy Fallon, “Thank You” skit.
Fun was poked not only at the voting process, but also the food at 
the Annual Conference Session, the temperature in the hall, close-
captioning, texting - for taking the job of the pages, and Facebook, for 
keeping people occupied during the Conference.
Steve Braudt oversees the Diakonos program. He opened his address 
to the Conference by referencing Mark 9: 35 with the message that 
those who be first will be last and service.
Diakonos must apply for the service program, he said, writing an essay 
and obtaining the recommendation of their pastor.
The program is now international, Braudt said, and introduced Clara 
from Germany, who had written in a testimony about attending 

regular church service now, where she did not do so at home.
Braudt then read personal testimonies of other Diakonos from their 
experience in the program.
Blake: “I am growing in my faith. I like to serve others.”
Amber: “I have grown intensely in my faith.”
Annie: “Being a Diakonos has been such a blessing.
Diakonos Shari opted to stay home from her family’s vacation to serve 
at Annual Conference Session as a Diakonos.
Braudt encouraged the Conference to support the young people as 
they “walk, run and create stuff.”
An offering was collected for the Diakonos after the presentation.

The annual meeting of the Iowa 
United Methodist Foundation 
was convened by President 
John Cook at the 2014 Annual 
Conference Session, who 
offered the Foundation report.
The total Managed Assets as 
of December 31, 2013 was 
$42,020,515. This represented 
a total 
“The real story behind these 
assets is the actions of ministry 
and mission that these funds 
enabled,” Cook said.
In 2013 in the Iowa Annual 
Conference there was 
$2,776,749 of income to 
churches, agencies and the 
Iowa Annual Conference; 
$93,069, of gifts given through 
the Foundation distributed to 
21 ministries and missions; 
$352,237 of income to 
individuals; $6,845,189 in loans 

issued to churches; and 103 
scholarships totaling $144,785 
awarded to United Methodist 
students and seminarians.
What these numbers say is that 
close to $10 million dollars 
was being actively used by 
ministries and mission in 2013, 
said Cook, endowments and 
long-term stewardship funds 
are not rainy day funds, but are 
providing increasing financial 
resources year after year.
“By investing together through 

the Social Principles, the 
members and churches and 
agencies and organizations 
are creating new resources 
to ensure the services and 
ministries of the churches of the 
Annual Conference continue to 
be strong in the face of changing 
economic realities,” said Cook.     
Treasurer Dean Schlitter 
reported as well.
Budgeted Revenues total 
$402,684 with seven percent 
coming from capital 
campaign fees, one percent 
from contributions to the 
Foundation, nine percent from 
investment income and 83 
percent from service fees from 
investment management, said 
Schlitter.
The budgeted total of $402,684 
with approximately 70% of the 
total budgeted for employee 

salaries, benefits and payroll 
taxes, is fairly typical for a non-
profit that is the size and type of 
the Iowa Annual Conference, 
he said.  
He reported that the 2013 
audit was complete and the 
Conference had received a 
good and clean report. The 
report is available for review 
at the Foundation office in the 
Conference Center.
Nominations approved for 
the Foundation Class of 2018 
included Rev. Kiboko Kiboko, 
of Norwalk, Carl Loweth, of 
Bettendorf, John Schroeder, 
of Bloomfield, Janet Griffith, 
of Mount Vernon and Steven 
Hebert, of Hopkins Grove.
Staff members Alyssa Bergman, 
Teri Miller and Kevin Gowdy 
were recognized on behalf of 
the Board.

Diakonos bring humor to Annual Conference 
Session by acting out parliamentary procedure

Foundation convenes annual meeting at Annual Conference Session

Diakonos provided humor during their presentation and assistance 
throughout the 2014 Annual Conference Session.

Treasurer Dean Schlitter
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“I would like to invite each of you to reflect on 
your calling,” said Dave Decker, Conference Lay 
Leader, in opening his Lay Leader Address at 
the 2014 Iowa Annual Conference Session. 

“For some of us that may not mean a whole lot,” 
he said. “However for others it reflects back to 
that time that you may have decided to dedicate 
your life to Jesus Christ.”

We all have a calling from God, he said, and it’s 
up to each of us to discern what it may be and 
how to apply it our lives.

After the strategic priorities were adopted at the 
2013 Annual Conference Session, Decker said it 
laid a clear path of what he needed to do to lead 
to a transforming environment in his ministry. 

However even though it was clear what needed 
to be done, he discovered that putting this into 
action was more complicated when it came 
to locating and employing a direct line of 
communication with the laity.

Decker continues to work through the logistics 
of serving roughly 800 churches, but doing so 
with 600 names, fewer than 400 email addresses 
and 75 names without phone numbers.

He offered five statements he wanted every 
United Methodist in Iowa to hear: 

You are not alone; God has a calling for all of us; 
There are education pieces and groups available 
to lead all of you in discerning your call; Small 

groups must be a part of our community; and 
The Lay Leaders are the spiritual leaders of the 
faith community.

“So where is all of this leading us?” Decker 
asked. “I see us on a threshold of a more faithful 
church and a healthier world.”

“We need to glorify God for what he has done 
and is doing through us,” said Decker. “I see us 
working together as we learn more about each 
other, pray for each other and tell each other 
what we all are truly in love with God.”

What are we waiting for, Decker asked; we 
cannot transform the world until each of us is 
truly transformed.

Decker invited Conference attendees to contact 
him.

“I want to hear from every one of you,” said 
Decker. “I want to hear from every one of your 
members of your faith community. Let us all 
join in a true bond of the body of Christ-The 
Iowa Annual Conference.”

In closing, Decker referenced John 21: 15-19, 
with the message, “Feed My Sheep.”

“It is my pleasure and privilege to serve you as 
your Conference Lay Leader,” Decker said. “Stay 
in love with God!”

Jill Miller of Sioux City gave her testimony 
before performing her song, “Imagine”, 
composed for the 2014 Annual Conference 
Session. 

“Love one another as I have loved you,” she said. 
“Simple things are transformed by the gift of 
imagination.”

Miller shared the story of the loss of her 
marriage and subsequent transformation of her 
life.

Bob Colquhoun offered the next Laity Witness 

“We need to fall deeply in love with God,” said 
Colquhoun.

He quizzed the Conference on frequency of 
reading the Bible.

“Jesus is the Word, and the Word is Jesus,” he 
said. “If you love Jesus you’ve got to love the 
Word.”

Colquhoun spoke of his previous life in rock 
music and drugs, and how he was brought to 
the Lord by hitting bottom.

He performed the song, “Breath.”

Jerry Matchett gave a witness based on his 
experience with Iowa School for Ministry.

“I am better equipped to share God’s love 
through the Iowa School for Ministry,” Matchett 
said. “Than I ever was before.”

Matchett also spoke of faith-sharing experiences 
that showed him the school was a treasure for 
all laity than can come to make disciples for the 
transformation of the world.

Address and Session call Laity to “love the Lord”

Continued to page 19

Conference Lay Leader Dave Decker.

Bob Colquhoun offered his witness during the 
Laity Session of the 2014 Annual Conference 
Session. 
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Annual Conference session sets 
2015 budget at $16,014,097
The 2014 session of the Iowa Annual 
Conference approved a 2015 budget of 
$16, 014,097. That represents a decrease of 
$259,405, or -1.59% from the 2014 budget.

General Church apportionments increased 
by $45,824 (1.7%) to $2,785,154, a total 
that includes a contingency to pay General 
Church apportionments at 100%, if 
necessary.

The Conference Ministries portion of the 
approved budget is: $9,875,924, which is a 
decrease of $193,251, or 1.9%.  Conference 
ministries includes Board of Ordained 
Ministries, Board of Pensions, Board 
of Trustees, Commission on Equitable 
Compensation, District Funds, Clergy 
Support Ministries, Episcopal Funds, 
Pastoral Care and Counseling, conference 
Administrative Committees, Council 
on Finance and Administration, and 
Connectional Ministries Council. 

The approved budget for Conference 
Missions is $3,353,019, which is a decrease 
of $112,978, or 3.2%.  That includes support 
for the Board of Camps, Board of Church 
and Society, Board of Discipleship, Board 
of Global Ministries, Board of Higher 
Education and Campus Ministries, Board of 
Laity, the commissions on Christian Unity, 
Ministries with Persons with Disabilities, 
Religion and Race, Status and Role of 
Women, the councils for Older Adults, 
Young Adults, and Campus Ministries, 
District Councils on youth Ministries, and 
the Matthew 25 Fund. 

The Council on Finance and Administration 
reviewed the entire proposed budget in a 
Monday noontime meeting. The report 
of CFA was then presented to the entire 
Conference on Monday afternoon at 
which time the Annual Conference session 
approved the 2015 budget.

Electronic voting is how Annual Conference 
Session attendees voted on the budget 
and legislative action at the 2014 Annual 
Conference Session.

the brood patch of the Holy Spirit, 
these images are my prayer for you 
- that the Holy Spirit may hover 
over you, indefinitely.”

“Jesus said, consider the birds, 
but that’s probably not why John 
Scott Haldane studied them,” Rev. 
Ted Lyddon Hatten continued. 
“As a scientist, he understood that 
birds are much more efficient at 
processing oxygen than human 
beings, due to a complex respiratory 
system that circulates air through 
the bird’s body - including the 
hollow core of its bones.”

“That efficiency means that they 
process the toxins quicker than we 

do,” he continued. “And that is why 
John Scott Haldane used them as 
sentinels - sending canaries down 
into the mine shaft to give miners 
a warning that the mine was no 
longer safe. 

“So it was someone’s job to watch the 
bird,” said Rev. Ted Lyddon Hatten. 
“Often the youngest member of the 
crew. Miners entrusted their lives to 
a boy observing a bird that breathes 
from its bones.”

Explaining the then-displayed 
image he told those in attendance 
that the scroll that falls to the floor 
is a list of the chemicals that are 
used in fracking.

“Fracking is a kind mining that 
gives the shaft to the earth and 
all life upon it,” Rev. Ted Lyddon 
Hatten said. “There is legislation 
pending in North Carolina that 
would make it a crime to share this 
list with the public.”

This piece is called, “A feather on 
the moon,” said Rev. Ted Lyddon 
Hatten.

There is a feather on the moon.
It’s a flight feather from a peregrine 
falcon 
left there on Aug. 3, 1971, by David 
R. Scott. 
He conducted an unauthorized 
lunar experiment 
by dropping the feather and a 
hammer 
from shoulder height. 
When they landed in unison, 

Isaac laughed.
The hammer was retrieved.
The feather on the moon remains.
~
“The question he frames in all 
but words s what to make of a 
diminished thing,” Rev. Ted Lyddon 
Hatten said.

Rev. Ted Lyddon Hatten then 
concluded his address.

“Other than to grieve, and to be 
open from the core to that which 
brings delight,” he said. “I don’t 
know what to make of a diminished 
thing.”

“I do know that I find delight in 
the feather on the moon, and in the 
canary, breathing from its bones,” 
said Rev. Ted Lyddon Hatten. 
“And in the Ukrainian skycutter 
hovering, Spirit-like, indefinitely.

Conference Artist
Continued from page 10
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“I work for you, I represent you,” said 
newly-elected Conference Treasurer Terry 
Montgomery at the start of the Treasurer’s 
Report at the 2014 Annual Conference 
Session on Saturday morning, June7.

“The budget should be lavishly 
communicated,” Montgomery said

Twelve pre-conference budget presentations 
took place during the spring throughout the 
Conference, he said.

Montgomery spoke of struggling to present 
the budget in a way people could understand, 
offering the example of how when he first 
came to work it was difficult to determine 
where his pay came from in budget based on 
how it was laid out. This has led to changes 
in how the budget is structured, he said.

Montgomery expressed the importance of 
proper focus in fulfilling the mission.

“If you have a budget of $100,000 to go to 
missional work, please go do $100,000 of 
missional work,” he said. 

The Council on Finance and Administration 
asked the Conference for $16,014,097 in 
apportionments in 2015, a $259.4K or 
1.59% decrease from the 2014 budgeted 
apportionments.

Montgomery ran down 2015 specifics of 
each department within the Conference. The 
information is available on the Conference 
website, he said.

For General Church, which includes 
the Episcopal Fund, General Church 
Administration, Ministerial Education Fund 
and General Church Missions, the 2015 
figure is $2, 423, 084, or 18.2%.

The Bishop’s Office figure is $289,453 or 
2.2%.

Finance is $498,250, or 3.7%, and oversees 
the financial health of the Iowa Annual 
Conference and the Conference Board of 
Pensions, including managing $35MM in 
annual income and $60MM of net assets.

Benefits and HR account for $321,467, 
or 2.4% of the 2015 budget, including 
supervising the benefits of more than 1,500 
active and retired clergy and serving as the 
Conference HR department.

Benefits are very important, said 
Montgomery, and consideration was in 
process for adding to staff in this area.

Information Technology represents 
$247,150, or 1.9% of the budget. 

Communications is $360,975, or 3.7% of 
the 2015 budget.

Archives makes up 0.2% of the budget with 
a figure of $23,000. 

Montgomery spoke at length about the 
Conference Center, which has a figure of 
$688,741, or 5.2% of the 2015 budget.

The cost of building and maintaining the 
Annual Conference Center is ongoing, 
something the Conference will be paying 
into the future. There is copy and mailing 
equipment on site that is no longer used but for 
which leases are still in force and being paid. 

“As Conference Treasurer I have a maximum 
that I’m going to sign leases for and it’s three 

years,” Montgomery said.

He gave the example of outsourcing cleaning 
duties in one’s home.

“Why don’t we do that?” he asked. “Because 
it costs too much.”

Montgomery has assessed the costs at the 
Conference Center for maintenance and 
plans to add maintenance staff. 

Annual Conference Sessions make up 
$403,816, or 3% of the budget.

Clergy Support and Services is $970,085, or 
7.3%.

District Offices is $2,939,520, or 22.1%.

CCMC is $376,860, or 2.8%

Camps is $1,031,433, or 7.8%.

Higher Education is $752,658, or 5.7%.

Parish Development is $528,182, or 4%.

Communities and Institutions is $222,921, 
or 1.8%

Emerging Ministries is $268,241, or 2%.

Hispanic Ministries is $103.267, or 0.8%.
Terry Montgomery was elected Treasurer for the 
Iowa Conference during the opening session 
of the 2014 Annual Conference. He has been 
serving in that capacity and as Director of 
Administrative Services since January 27, 2014.

Conference Treasurer Terry Montgomery 
promised fiscal balance and communication at 
the 2014 Annual Conference Session.

Treasurer promises 
balance and communication

Continued to page 16
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Six special offerings were received during the 2014 
session of the Iowa Annual Conference, totaling 
well over $100,000.  

The Clergy Assistance fund received $3635.00 
during the Clergy Session. 

Justice Four Our Neighbors was the offering 
recipient during the Ordering of Ministry service. 
The total was $6589.00

The Nigerian Student Scholarship Fund offering 
was received during the Retirement Celebration 
on Saturday afternoon. The total collected is 
$4222.00

Imagine No Malaria received an offering during 
the Celebration Offering, netting $13,190.00.

The special collection for the Diakonos was 
$5281.00.

Lastly the Bishop’s discretionary fund total giving 
was $3776.00.

As of Monday afternoon, June 9, an estimated 
additional $74,000 had been received to support 
the work of Imagine No Malaria, resulting in 
the Imagine No Malaria Iowa goal of $2 million 
being surpassed, and a rough total of $2,009,907 
achieved by the 2014 Annual Conference Session.

Special offerings raise over $100,000

Treasurer promises balance and communication
Continued from page 15

Social Justice/Immigration is $160,246, or 
1.2%.

Missions (Africa) is $19,258, or 0.1%.

Youth Ministries is $39,760, or 0.3%.

Board of Laity is $14,874, or 0.1%.

District Missions is $92,829, or 0.1%

Offering the example of the need for the 
Conference to respond to unforeseen natural 
disasters, Montgomery said emphasis of the 
Conference cannot be on apportionments.

“We need to be good stewards of our 
finances,” he said.

Montgomery restated that mission budgets 
should be used, and then went on to say that 
operating budgets should be reduced.

“We need to be more transparent,” said 
Montgomery. 

After having advised Conference attendees 
that 20 percent of apportionments are 
received in December each year, while 
expenses run throughout the year, he said 
that monthly budgets will be developed.

“You’re going to see a transformation this 
year,” Montgomery said. 

“We need to act with integrity as a 
Conference,” said Montgomery. “We need to 
live our Conflict of Interest Policy.”

Balancing the budget is a priority.

“And we need to communicate,” he said.

Twelve more visits are planned throughout 
the Conference; said Montgomery, with 
Conference staff accompanying him for 
presentations.

“We’re going to talk about this balance,” 
Montgomery concluded, before offering 
himself for questions throughout the rest of 

the Annual Conference Session.  

•	 The	 total	 number	 of	 baptisms	 celebrated	
during 2013 decreased by 4.5% to 2,053.

•		 Congregations	paid	a	total	of	$13,274,114	in	
apportionments in 2013.

•	 529	 congregations	 had	 paid	 2013	
apportionments in full; 56 congregations 
paid less than 10%; 35 congregations paying 
$0 in apportionments in 2013.

•	 The	 Iowa	 Annual	 Conference	 has	 paid	
General Church apportionments at the 
100% level for the past 6 consecutive years.

Statistical 
Summary
Continued from page 9


