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Annual Conference: “Imagine: A Faithful Church – A Healthy World”

Session Highlights

“Imagine: A Faithful Church – A Healthy World” 
is the theme of the 2014 Annual session of the 
Iowa Conference.  This 171st gathering of laity and 
clergy will formally open on Saturday, June 7, at 
9:30 a.m. and is scheduled to adjourn on Monday, 
June 9, at 4 p.m.  The Annual Conference session 

will be held at the Iowa Events 
Center in Des Moines.
The Annual Conference will feature an opening 
Bible study by Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble and the 
preaching of Rev. Brian Milford at the Memorial 
Service, Bishop Linda Lee at the Ordering of 
Ministry service, and Rev. Kathy Martin at the 
Retirement Celebration.

Jorge Lockward, Director of the Global Praise 
Program of the General Board of Global 
Ministries, will be the worship leader.
The Clergy Session convenes at First 
United Methodist Church, Des Moines, 

on Friday, June 6, at 4 p.m.  The Laity Session, led 
by Conference Lay Leader Dave Decker, will take 
place on Sunday afternoon, June 8.
Rev. Bill Poland, Assistant to the Bishop for 
Administration, believes “It’s always a good 
experience when we gather people together from 
across the Conference.”  He’s looking forward “to 
putting the spotlight on the Strategic Priorities to 
emphasize what they’re really about” – creating world-transforming 
communities of faith and equipping lay and clergy as transformational 
leaders.  He’s also “excited about telling the stories of congregations 
that are making a difference in their communities.”
Rev. Karen Dungan, Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional 

Ministries, is “looking forward to seeing people, to celebrating 
ministries, and having the chance to visit with folks from 

across the Conference.”  She believes that the 2014 
Annual session “is a hopeful 
opportunity.”  She notes “all of us 

Annual Conference  
Meal Packaging Event
The Board of Global Ministries 
meal packaging event will be 
held on June 7 and 8 at 2014 Iowa 
Annual Conference Session.
Local Conference churches are 
invited to help package meals 
and contribute to the cost of the 
meals at $.25 each.
Contributions may be sent to the 
Iowa Conference Treasurer.
Churches may sign up to help 

package 
m e a l s 
in one-
hour shifts by 
emailing Hugh8@
juno.com.
Packaging shifts are from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday and from 2 
p.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

Justice for Our  
Neighbors Lunch
Justice for Our Neighbors and 
the Conference Board of Global 

M i n i s t r i e s 
will honor Rev. 

Kathleen Clark at 
its annual conference 

lunch on June 7. Join JFON 
at Trinity United Methodist 
Church, 1548-8th Street when 
the annual conference is 
dismissed for noon break for a 
delicious ethnic meal prepared 
by cooks at Las Americas Faith 
Community.   
The luncheon will highlight the 

contributions of Rev. Kathleen 
Clark, a friend of Justice for 
Our Neighbors since its start in 
Iowa 15 years ago. Rev. Clark 
is retiring from her duties as 
Mission Personnel Secretary 
for the Conference Board of 
Global Ministries at this annual 
conference. 
Reserve your meal by notifying 
Doris Knight Dorknight1@
cs.com and you can pay at the 
door--$10. 

Continued to page 11

Rev. Brian Milford

Bishop Linda Lee Rev. Kathy Martin

Continued to page 20
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People say I look like my mother; and that I look and sound like 
one of my younger brothers.  
This is a common reference for people to say at church or at 
family reunions that one person favors another; meaning physical 

similarities or behavior that reminds them of another member of the family.  “You smile and 
laugh just like your mother,” I said to my niece recently.
When people look at us, I wonder if they see people who love like Jesus and care like Jesus.
When I sing, Lord I want to be a Christian in my heart, do I really mean to be more loving 
and holy; and favor Jesus such that people see the Jesus in me?
When I leave a worship service at church and/or at the Iowa Conference Center, I often 
leave with the last song we sang on my heart and lips. It is not uncommon for someone to 
comment that hymn will stick with me all day.  If my will be lost in Jesus, will I begin to 
favor him as a disciple, and not just a fan?
“If, then, you are looking for the way by which you should go, take Christ, because He himself 
is the way.” Thomas Aquinas.
“Consecrate me now to thy service, Lord, by the power of grace divine; let my soul look up with 
a steadfast hope, and my will be lost in thine.”  
  The United Methodist Hymnal, #419, vs. 2
If I am drawn nearer to Christ, I will begin to bear the fruit of his love; and people will say I 
see reflections of one whose will is lost in Jesus and is no longer the same.
Be encouraged,
 Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble

Come this June and join the largest United 
Methodist worshipping community in Iowa!
I am looking forward to meeting and 
greeting members and visitors at the 171st 
Session of the Iowa Annual Conference, 
June 7-9 at the Iowa Event Center in Des 
Moines.
Imagine, with me, the beauty of holiness 
and the faithful witness of a church that is 
saving lives and investing in opportunities 
for sharing the love of Jesus in Iowa and 
around the world.

“The purpose of the annual conference is 
to make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the 
world by equipping its local 
churches for ministry and by 
providing a connection for 

ministry beyond the local church; all to the 
glory of God.” (The 2012 Book of Discipline 
of The United Methodist Church).
When we gather as the church at annual 
conference, we are standing on the 
shoulders of the pioneers that flowed 
together into The United Methodist 
Church; making real, the gospel grounded 
in the Biblical message of God’s self-giving 
love revealed in Jesus Christ. 
We will pray with and for one another.  We 
will risk going all in together to Imagine 
No Malaria and lean forward into our 
priorities.
As we celebrate with a new class of retiring 
clergy, we will welcome those being 
ordained, commissioned and licensed for 

Be Encouraged…
Who do you favor?

All to the 
Glory of God

Bishop Julius Calvin 
Trimble

Continued to page 15
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Rev. Bill Poland is in his first year as Assistant 
to the Bishop for Administration, and thus his 
first year in that role for the Annual Conference 
Session as well. He admits that this comes with 
at least a slight case of nerves.
“I’ll share that I have a little bit of anxiety 
because I’m in my first year in this role for this 

Annual Conference,” said Rev. Poland. “But it’s 
always a good experience when we gather people together from 
across the Conference to come together as the Annual Conference.”
“So I’m looking forward to that,” he said. “I’m looking forward 
to the opportunity to put on the spotlight as we lift up Strategic 
Priorities to emphasize what it’s really about, and that is World 
Transforming Communities of Faith.”
Rev. Poland also looks forward to the opportunity to tell the 
story of those congregations that are really making a difference 
in their communities and to invite others to take part in that 
transformational process as Conference members seek to live out 
the will of God.
All of the milestones in ministry that Rev. Poland has had have been 
celebrated at Annual Conference, making the Annual Conference 
Session particularly meaningful.
“I remember the first year that my candidacy was recognized in 
the disciplinary questions, he said. “The first ordination to the 
office of deacon, the celebration of the retirement, and for some the 
memorial service of persons who’d had a profound impact in my 
life and ministry.”

Rev. Karen Dungan, Assistant to the Bishop 
for Connectional Ministries, looks forward to 
seeing people at the 2014 Annual Conference 
Session, along with celebrating ministry 
and visiting with people from across the 
Conference. 
“All the usual things,” she said.

Meaningful memories of Annual Conference 
for her focus around people.
“Meaningful experiences, the ordination service is always moving 
for me,” she said. “To see the Spirit working in the lives of people 
and to know how they’re making choices about their lives because 
of what they see God doing, and the church affirming that.”
Talking about connected ministry is something Rev. Dungan 

Annual Conference PreviewBe Encouraged…

Rev. Bill Poland 

Rev. Karen Dungan

Bishop Julius Calvin 
Trimble

“We Belong Together as the Body of Christ” -  
Assistant to the Bishop for Administration

Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional 
Ministries sees a hopeful future through the 
2014 Annual Conference session

Bishop Julius Trimble reflected on the upcoming 
Annual Conference Session as preparations 
unfolded for the event that will comprise the 
Conference’s largest gathering of clergy and lay 
people.
“I want to say a special welcome to those who 
may be coming for the first time as lay members 
to Annual Conference,” Bishop Trimble said.

“We’re going to celebrate what it means to be a faithful church,” said 
Bishop Trimble. “And indeed to work for a healthier world.”
He looks forward as well to the celebration of ministry.
“Our engagement in missions, both here in Iowa and around the 
world,” Bishop Trimble said.
Also planned for the Annual Conference Session is adoption of a 
budget, reports on progress of the Conference Strategic Priorities 
and celebration of the ministries in which the Iowa Conference is 
engaged.
“And we’re engaged in a lot of different ministries,” said the Bishop. 
Bishop Trimble will be preaching at midnight the night of June 7 to 
the young people in attendance at Strike Out Malaria, the overnight 
Imagine No Malaria celebration at Principal Park. He said he hopes 
for a good turnout overall for Strike Out Malaria.
“It will be a big feature of the United Methodists and our work to end 
Malaria deaths in Africa,” Bishop Trimble said. 
“So I’m looking forward to it,” he said. “It’s going to be a busy three 
days, but it’s going to be a time of celebration, a time of worship, Bible 
study, a time of meeting new friends and gathering.”
The Iowa Annual Conference will make some important decisions as 
a church at Annual Conference, he continued.
“And live more fully into our Strategic Priorities,” Bishop Trimble 
said.
Bishop Trimble is excited to have Superintendent of the Southwest 
District Rev. Brian Milford preach the Annual Conference Session’s 
memorial service, and Rev. Kathy Martin, who has served as chaplain 
in campus ministry for Morningside College, preaching for the 
retirement service. 
Invited for the Annual Conference service of ordination is Bishop 
Linda Lee, who is Bishop in Residence at Garrett Evangelical 
Theological Seminary and who has served with Bishop Trimble in 
the North Central Jurisdiction College of Bishops. 
“So we are excited about the fact that she will be with us as well,” said 
Bishop Trimble.
Bishop Trimble will start things off by calling the Annual Conference 
Session to order on Saturday morning, June 7.
“I’ll have an opportunity to do a little preaching and teaching,” he 
said. “And I’ll certainly have the Episcopal report.”

Bishop Trimble looks forward to  
welcoming more than 1000 to 2014  
Annual Conference Session

Continued to page 14

Continued to page 14Continued to page 14
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Laity Day 2014

Iowa Annual Conference 2014 – 
Lay Leader’s Perspective
As the Conference Lay Leader of the Iowa Annual Conference 
I have had the opportunity to see God in action in the lives 
of United Methodists world-wide. The one common theme 
I see throughout the world is the love of Jesus Christ that 
is expressed through all of these people I have met.  I have 
also grown in my awareness of the least of these living in our 
presence and my desire to communicate with them.  I wear 
my name tag that carries the symbol of the United Methodist 
Church as often as I can.  My little lapel button with the cross 
and flame is on my shirt wherever I go.  I am amazed how many 
times a conversation begins with a person recognizing this 
United Methodist logo.

I mention this because this is the body of attitude we all need to 
bring to our Annual Conference.  We will recognize a number 
of groups: those graduating from an education process, those 
being raised to a higher level of service in our Conference, 
those who will retire from a life of service and those that have 
gone before us.  I invite you to observe all of these milestones of 
our United Methodist members.  

We, of course, need to see if we are approving the expenditures 
of apportioned funds that lead us into being more faithful to 
our Strategic Priorities adopted and approved last year.

Share your stories and testimonies with each other.  Find 
out how God is at work among us.  If you are new at Annual 
Conference attend the orientation at 8 a.m. on Saturday 
morning of June 7, for 45 minutes.

I look forward to seeing all of you and pray for safe travels for 
all of you and invite the Holy Spirit to be alive in all of us.

Iowa Conference Lay Leader 
Dave Decker

We have established a tradition 
in the Iowa Annual Conference 
that each year prior to Easter 
the Bishop has a Saturday 
when he spends his day in 
communication with the laity 
of the Iowa Annual Conference.  
This year the host church was 
Grace United Methodist Church 
in Des Moines.  We were 
received with radical hospitality 
and greeted with a continental 
breakfast and wish to thank all 
who made this event possible.  
We were able to hear and react 

with the Bishop as he shared 
his faith journey through his life and that he is unapologetically 
Christian and unashamedly United Methodist.  The Bishop, again 
this year, offered time for small discussion groups to search and 
discover what their responses would be to questions relating to 
“What it means to be a United Methodist”. He shared with us his 
personal testimony and his faith journey and the basic beliefs that 
we, as United Methodists, hold in common. We appreciate being 
with the Bishop for this day where he continues to show us his 
passion for the laity and the important role that the laity have in 
transforming lives.  

Some questions that were put before us in our small group 
discussions included: Share an early memory of your introduction 
to belief in God and who brought you to church and to faith; or 
what circumstance brought you to a United Methodist Church? 
The Bishop presented additional questions for discussion and 
ended with: What concerns you about the future and what glory 
sightings can you share that give you hope?  He allowed time for 
responses from both Grace UMC and the remote sites.

The day together closed with communion at Grace UMC 
and invited all remote sites to join us from 
their locations to be a part of the communion 
service.  There were approximately 212 persons in 
attendance. Click here for photos.   

We are currently in the planning stages for this 
event for 2015 and will select a host church and work with 
communications that will allow remote sites to be a part of this 
event.  As soon as a date is set we will get that information out to 
everyone in order to avoid scheduling other events on that date.

We want to thank all those who were a part of this event this year 
and are looking forward to Laity Day 2015. 

Blessings,

Iowa Conference Lay Leader 
Dave Decker

Bishop Trimble addresses Laity Day

Iowa Annual Conference Lay Leader Dave Decker



Altantic High School Student 
Journalists Win Mannheimer Award
Aclu-ia.org

Three Atlantic High School seniors will share the Robert 
Mannheimer Student Advocacy Award for taking a courageous 
stand, editorializing logically and eloquently in the on-line student 
newspaper about the district’s lack of transparency after an Atlantic 
teacher tweeted an inappropriate photo of a hand over a breast.

Meghan Plambeck, Lillie Zablocki, and Sierra Smith of the 
Atlantic school’s online newspaper, the AHSNeedle.com, “were 
called on to use their writing skill and thinking power to research 
and write an editorial about a tense situation in our school 
district,” said the person who nominated them, Allison Berryhill, 
Atlantic high English teacher and journalism advisor. “The topic 
was a volatile one: A questionable Tweet had been posted from a 
beloved teacher’s account. The students and community wanted 
explanation. The administration was tight-lipped.”

The students rightly called out the administration, saying that it was 
holding students and teachers to different standards in sharing and 
using questionable social media. In a jointly authored editorial last 
September, they wrote, “It is important that authorities maintain 
transparency in how they are addressing the situation, especially in a 
case where the issue is widespread public knowledge.”

Inspired Community Response 
Berryhill said in her nomination that “the maturity of the writing 
and clarity of purpose resulted in an editorial that was praised 
by the community, including teachers and even school board 
members. As local and state news outlets picked up the story, the 
district superintendent ultimately provided the community with 
at least acknowledgement of the situation and assurance that the 
matter had been addressed.”

(A copy of the student’s editorial can be found by going to http://
www.aclu-ia.org. )

Upholding Student Free Speech 
ACLU of Iowa Executive Director Ben Stone said he was pleased 
that the award recognizes three young journalists upholding basic 
First Amendment principles of free speech and expression. The 
ability to question authority is a cornerstone of democracy.

Stone said it’s especially appropriate that the ACLU of Iowa give 
the award to students since it has a long history of defending 
student First Amendment rights, including the landmark “black 
armband” case of Tinker v. the Des Moines Schools in front of the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

The three students were formally named the winners of the 
Mannheimer Award at the ACLU of Iowa’s annual dinner in Iowa 
City on Saturday, May 3.
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Shown in this picture are: Lillie Zablocki, Sierra Smith, Meghan 
Plambeck and their journalism advisor/instructor – Allison Berryhill.

Volunteers needed to take 
blood pressure during 
the Annual Conference 
Wellness Screening
The Iowa Annual Conference Wellness Coordinator 
is looking for people with experience as medical/
lab technicians, paramedics, nurses, respiratory 
therapists or doctors. If you are attending the 
Annual Conference as a member or an observer, 
please consider assisting with this valuable service. 
Times are Saturday, June 7 and Monday, June 9 
from 5:30 - 8 a.m. at HyVee Hall in Des Moines. 
Two people are needed for each day. Contact Kae 
Tritle at bktritle@ msn.com or 515.205.8899

Friday, June 6 
4 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Clergy Session First UMC, 
downtown
Saturday, June 7 
6 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Wellness Screening 
9:30 a.m. Call AC to Order 
9:31 a.m. Morning Praise and Bible study
 Treasurer’s Report
 Episcopal Address 
 Strategic Priorities
4 p.m. Memorial Celebration 
7 p.m. Legislative Action
Sunday, June 8 
6:15 a.m. Bishop’s FIT Walk/Run
9 a.m. Ordering of Ministry - Bishop 
 Linda Lee
 Justice for Our Neighbors Offering
 Imagine No Malaria Presentation & 
 Offering    

2:45 p.m. Lay Leader’s Address 
                 Laity Session
4 p.m. Retirement Celebration
                 Nigeria Student Scholarship Offering 
 for Morningside and Simpson
7:02 p.m. Conference Artist
7:45 p.m. Prelude to Repentance – A time of 
 Worship and Learning           
Monday, June 9 
5:30 a.m. – 8 a.m. Wellness Screening
8:45 a.m. Morning Praise and Bible Study 
 Fixing of Appointments Service
 Design Team Task Force Report
 Acknowledgement of Diakonoi & 
 Offering
1:30 p.m. Episcopacy Committee 
                 IAUM Foundation Annual Meeting 
3:45 p.m.  Service of Sending 
4 p.m.     Adjournment
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Ministry Memoirs: Class of 2014

Rev. Jim Young continued to page 7

Reflections
Dr. Charles Klink  

Remembering that moment in early high school 
when our youth group traveled to a theatre to see 
an innovative concept of the time – religious film 
– I never forget that Billy Graham invitation at the 
end to come forward and give my life to Christ.  
From that moment my potential thoughts of 
ministry became a committed goal in life.  Years 
later, after college and seminary that goal became 
reality when I received the call from the cabinet 
to go to my first “appointment.”  Thirty-six years 
later I now will be receiving my final “call” to 
retirement.

In-between there have been great moments when 
Jesus guided me to opportunities where life and 
faith positively changed lives, brought help and 
hope to men and women, boys and girls.  There 
have been moments when the “call” took me into 
challenging territory where I remembered Paul’s 
reminder of nothing coming my way for which 
God had not given me the strength and pathway 
through (though someday God and I will need to 
talk about how strong God thought I was!).  

Up s - and - d ow ns … j oy s - and - s or row s …
achievements and disappointments…in short, 
LIFE!  But I had two great supports to both 
celebrate and support me through all of those 
thirty-six years.  The first has been my wife and 
her love for me, and the second was my faith and 
call confirmed that evening at the theatre.  None 
of us has been promised an easy life – I have read/
studied/preached from the Bible and learned the 
challenges of an imperfect world which has been 
here for centuries; and, unless Christ returns, will 
be here centuries from now.  AND I also know 
there will be a spiritual “call” throughout those 
centuries.  How that “call” will happen is as diverse 
as there are ways for God to communicate; but 
the “call” will continue, and I celebrate the many 
active years of my “call” lived through the United 
Methodist denomination, Iowa Conference!  
And, in retirement, I celebrate the continued 
opportunities to be a part of that “call,” wherever 
God will lead.  

Rev. Ellery Duke    

My journey into ministry began when I was a junior in high school, wanting to 
be like two young student ministers I knew through church camp in the Southern 
Illinois Conference.  By the time I graduated from high school, I had completed 
the correspondence studies for License to Preach, as well as the Introductory 
Studies.

Involvement with the Wesley Foundation at Southern Illinois University expanded 
my worldview and deepened my understanding of ministry.  My senior year, at age 

21, I served the Cambria and Colp Charge.  (Those folks were amazingly gracious and accepting.) 

I was ordained a deacon by Bishop Richard Raines at age 23 in the Northwest Indiana Conference following 
my first year at Garrett Theological Seminary, and then an elder by Bishop Rueben Mueller at age 25 in 
the North Indiana conference upon my graduation from Garrett. (Life was simpler in the old days!) (No 
psych evaluation!) I served four different appointments in the northwest area of Indiana during my last two 
years of seminary and first four post graduation (youth pastor in an older neighborhood congregation, a 
changing neighborhood congregation where I was the last Caucasian pastor, a country club congregation 
that is now a changing neighborhood congregation, and a former EUB congregation as I was transitioning 
to continue my education as a pastoral counselor at Northwestern University and Garrett-Evangelical (by 
that time).   While in seminary, my theological view of persons grew, and I knew that I wanted to specialize 
in pastoral counseling.  Upon completion of my graduate degree in 1977, I joined the staff of the Des 
Moines Pastoral Counseling Center, where, for the past 35 years, I have served as executive director in a 
special appointment, an appointment beyond the local church, and now as an extension minister.

I intend to continue in my position as executive director of the Center for a couple more years. The 
work of the Center has been a specialized ministry to me with the staff, board, supporters and clients 
a congregation.   

In retirement, I hope to find ways to support ministers as well as the church’s ministry.  I also look 
forward to expanded time with family, including three grandchildren, who just happen to live in 
Kona, HI and Brooklyn, NY.  And, maybe a few bike rides!

Rev. Ellery Duke

Retirement Memoir
Rev. Jim Young
My call to the set apart ministry was subtle, more like a gentle nudging over time. 
When my co-participants in Disciple Bible Study enthusiastically affirmed this 
call, I began taking courses At Eden Theological Seminary in Webster Groves, 
Missouri. I finally acquired about 30 semester hours, which were applied to my 
course of study which I finished up at St. Paul school of theology in Kansas City.

I did not forget what a life-changing experience Disciple Bible Study could be, and continued to facilitate 
that every time I was able to get enough people for a class. It was a great bonding experience for the 
participants. Another of the activities that provided great spiritual growth opportunities were the several 
mission trips in which various of my congregations participated. We built tiny cinderblock houses in 
Juarez, Mexico. What a moving experience to hand the keys to people that considered them mansions. 
This hands-on experience was a very good lesson in what it means to serve “the least of these”.

During my time as a pastor I was lucky to be associated with so many colleagues that supported me, 

Rev. Jim Young
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Ministry Memoirs: Class of 2014

Rev. Jim Young continued from page 6

Team Discipleship
Revs. Martha 
and Bob Ward

      For the last 30 years, we 
have been privileged 
to serve as co-pastors 
together, each of us in a 
full-time appointment 
in the Iowa Annual 

Conference.  We had 
made the decision 

together to attend seminary and then to enter 
the ministry after pursuing other careers.  We 
had not anticipated serving together, but a team 
internship in seminary revealed that when we 
work together, there was a synergism.  That 
is, the effectiveness of our ministry together 
was far greater than the good which each 
of us could do separately.  We became not 
just Bob and Martha but an entity we like to 
call a “Bob-n-Martha”.  Our gifts in ministry 
were not the same, but they were highly 
complementary, and our public competencies 
were equivalent.  In the local church, over the 
years we divided responsibilities from preaching 
to administration to pastoral care equally, and 
collaborated on all major decisions (and many 
minor ones).   Since 1980, we have served 
together in three appointments, Waterloo 
Grace and Graves, First UMC in Knoxville and 
Ankeny First UMC.     

We believe that the Holy Spirit often creates a 
synergistic effect when the followers of Jesus 
seek to be in ministry together, and that we, 

whether as clergy teams or clergy/laity teams, 
will find our efforts multiplied as we pray, 
plan, discern and serve together.  Remember 
that Jesus sent out his disciples in pairs (Mark 
6:7, Luke 10:1).  He knew that we have a 
greater chance of effective witness when we are 
energized, supported and encouraged by one 
another.   No one person, whether clergy or laity 
– paid staff or volunteer – has all the gifts needed 
to further the ministry of any local church.  But 
each of us does have specific gifts for ministry 
which, when unleashed by the power of the 
Spirit, can further Christ’s transformative work.  
That’s why in our congregations we’ve found it 
most effective to work not just with committees 
- but with clusters of ministry teams, and all 
those teams have been led by co-chairs.    

Synergy is a relatively modern word for a 
phenomenon which was prevalent in the early 
Church.  The Apostle Paul spoke of it when 
he likened the Church to a body. (1st Cor. 12).  
What he said then about the different areas of 
Christ’s Church needing each other just like the 
parts of the body need each other is key to the 
success of the Church today.    And while the 
leadership of the pastor is always important, 
over the years we’ve learned that it is not our 
individual gifts or inspiration that matter most, 
but rather how we weave these gifts together to 
further Christ’s mission in the unique context of 
each local church.   We feel blessed to have been 
able to work together over the years, but know 
we were equally blessed to team with the faithful 
and committed laity in each congregation we 
served. 

Rev. Jo Frahm Watkins, D.Min., R.E.D.
*God has been very good to me.

*I have lived in IA, MO, NE, IA, SD, OH, SD, IA, 
and soon again SD.

*I have served Clearfield, Sharpsburg, Conway, 
Floyd, and West St. Charles as the “pastor’s wife.”  
The people at Aberdeen First UMC thought I was 
the single mother of three because I never came 
to worship with my husband. Why?  Because my 
campus minister husband was supply preaching.

*I have served God standing with the people of 
Rockham, Miranda, Findlay - Bethlehem, Crawford, 
McCutchinville, Presho, Kennebec, Reliance, White, 
Aurora, Sterling, Milbank - Parkview, Mason 
City - First UMC, Everly, and Royal.  This work 
has encompassed the South Dakota, West Ohio, 
Dakotas, and Iowa Annual Conferences.

*I have earned a B.A. @ Tarkio College.; 4 years of 
Course of Study @ St. Paul’s; M.Div. @ Methesco; 
D.Min @ SMU; and soon I will have the distinction 
of R.E.D. (Retired: Extremely Dangerous!)

*God has been very good to me by giving me a 
warm and encouraging, “cute as a button” husband; 
three daughters, whose compasses have always led 
them in interesting directions; in-laws who share 
the same value system; and parishioners, some of 
whom did not share the same value system but let 
me be there pastor anyway.

*God has been very good to me by giving me 
missions and ministries that not only make a 
difference in the lives of the recipient, but also in 
the lives of those who are serving God. (Thank 
you Mission to Mission, SD VIM Team members 
Bob, Phyllis, Burton, Pastor Steve and sons.)

*God has been very good to me!  I look forward 
to the next 31 years of ministry in Christ’s name.

Revs. Martha and 
Bob Ward

Continued to page 8

lifted me up, and inspired me. What gifts they are! I was fortunate to have 
three outstanding pastors that serve as mentors to me. George Burgin, Max 
Hall, and Marvin Arnpriester guided me through the process, answered my 
questions, and more importantly, were good friends.

The churches I served, Fairview United Methodist Church in Grubville, 
Missouri, Pisgah UMC Pisgah, Iowa, Mondamin UMC in Mondamin, Iowa, 

Little Sioux UMC, in Little Sioux, Iowa, and finally First United Methodist 
Church in Hamburg, Iowa, where all gifts to me and I will retain many of the 
relationships and friends in those churches. I pray that I was at least a small 
blessing to them.

I realize that retirement is but a waypoint on the journey and I eagerly look 
forward to whatever else God has in store for me.
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Rev. Gary Nims  
“He comes to us as One unknown, without a name, as of old, by the 
lakeside.

He came to those men who knew Him not. He speaks to us the same 
words: “Follow thou me!” and sets us to the tasks which He has to fulfill 
for our time. He commands. And to those who obey Him, whether they 
be wise or simple, He will reveal himself in the toils, the conflicts, the 
sufferings which they shall pass through in His fellowship, and, as an 
ineffable mystery, they shall learn in their own experience Who He is.” 
~ Albert Schweitzer, The Quest of the Historical Jesus

This quote came to mind as I reflected on ministry and retirement.  Christ 
hasn’t changed through the decades, but I have and my understanding of 
Christ has.  

Retirement for me will include the joy of our oldest daughter in early July 
2014.  I am also privileged and excited to become the half-time Reentry 
Coordinator for Women at the Well United Methodist Church in the 
women’s prison in Mitchellville.  I look forward to maintaining ongoing 
relationships and creating new ones with colleagues (active and retired) 
and congregations. I want to help you fulfill Christ’s call to befriend 
and bless “the least of these” and discover WE are the ones who receive 
friendship and blessings in return.

Only my family knows the heights and depths of my ministries in local 
churches.  Thank you Rita, Elisabeth, Nate, and Becca.  I love you all.

Highlights of Ministry
Rev. Karl Watkins  
In my first year of seminary, representatives from the Board of Ordained 
Ministry from my home annual conference asked me where I saw myself 
in 10 years.  When I told them I was hoping to do campus ministry, they 
did not seemed pleased and said they were not really looking for campus 
ministers.  As I left, looking perplexed, a friend saw me and asked what 
had happened.  When I told him, he said, Well Iowa is coming next 
week, talk to them.  So I did.  When I assured them I was also interested 
in serving churches, they kept talking to me.  They also wrote me, 
several times.  They remembered (well actually they took good notes) I 
went by my middle name, was interested in campus ministry and parish 
ministry.  I had never been to Iowa, but when I was offered a 3 point 
charge, I decided to come to Iowa.  

The best highlight was that in Iowa, I met my wife.  She was not from my 
parish, but had friends who were.  I learned Iowa and pastoring a church 
at the same time. I was also surprised at how much I wanted to hear 
someone else preach.  After several months of preaching and leading 
worship on Sunday morning, I was really happy to take some vacation 
and just be a worshipper.  I liked preaching myself, but it is good to hear 
other preachers.  

After five and a half years, I got my opportunity to do campus ministry 
in South Dakota.  At Northern State University I learned that students 
can ask faith questions and think about them a long time.  Years after 
my ministry at South Dakota State University, I learned that students 
appreciated having a mainline Christian presence on campus to bring 
them back to the church.  

There are too many highlights to mention, but examining coaching as 
a process to improve the preaching of lay speakers and licensed local 
pastors was a great experience in a D. Min. project.  

Retirement seems all of a sudden, but I am looking forward to it.  It is 
hard to believe I have 40 years in, but 1974 is 40 years ago, so I guess the 
math does not lie.  In retirement I hope to read, study, write, and maybe 
coach some preachers.  I also plan to turn off my alarm clock for at least 
6 weeks.  

  Rev. Peter K. Chang 
   Psalms 23: 1, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not 

be in want.”    I like this Bible verse very much. 

    First of all I want to express my appreciations to the 
Iowa Annual Conference and Bishop Trimble. I have 
finished my church ministry with twenty years in 
Iowa. I am retiring from all of my church ministries 
with a total of thirty eight years. ( South Korea 

Methodist 15 years;  and the United Methodist Church for 23 years.)
I would like to thank God who made me a pastor. Every Sunday morning, 
before I speak my sermon I usually say these words, “ God is good all of 
the time!” God gave me a chance to move to the United State of America 
through my good friends, and I have had my church ministry for 23 years 
through God’s Grace in the United States of America.
I also want to express my appreciations to the United Methodist Church. I 
received many benefits for me and my family from the United Methodist 
Church. My three children grew up in Iowa, and received scholarships and 
all graduated from the University of Iowa.  I also want to express a special 
thanks to my wife for assisting me through thirty eight years of church 
ministry.      

Ministry Memoirs: Class of 2014
Continued from page 8

Rev. Peter K. Chang

After retirement we plan to move to a United Methodist Church Retired 
pastor’s community near my daughter’s house in Fullerton, CA.  My 
daughter is a nurse practitioner at the Children’s hospital in Orange 
County CA.  My wife has a new job, “baby sitter” for our two years old 
granddaughter.
All this is by the God’s Grace and Blessing. I want to give thanks and Glory 
to God. Psalms 23: 6,  “--- and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 
-Amen.
  Thank you all!

Continued to page 9
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Memoirs 
Rev. Tom Zeleny  
For the past 33 years it has been a joy to serve God and to serve God’s people. 
As I look back over these decades, I definitely see the butterfly effect at work. 
Meteorologist Edward Lorenz introduced this concept to indicate how small 
causes may have far-reaching effects.  I have certainly been on the receiving 
end of this effect, as the people blessed me and melded my family into 
their own.  They continuously showed me how they lived their faith:  from 
Missouri where the church nurtured this green student pastor who one 
week was in the retail field and the next week standing in the pulpit: feeding 
me spiritually and physically; to south central Iowa where a family who lost 
their young child exemplified strength of faith; to southeast Iowa where 
our elderly neighbor lived Micah 6:8; to northeast Iowa where members 
demonstrated how really to express joy in worshipping through song and 
word; to east central Iowa where the folks walk the Matthew 25 way.

Like all pastors, there’s a list of activities that is part of my role.  One of my 
most profound functions is at the time of funerals, when I minister to the 
grieving, to bring a word of comfort and hope, while witnessing the lives 
that person had impacted both within and without the family unit.  I also 
felt those “butterfly wings” as I visited the sick/hospitalized/shut-ins.  For 
ministry truly occurs outside the church walls, where the butterfly effect 
reigns.  Of course, I rejoice at baptisms, the happy events of weddings, and 
the highlights of the Christian year.  I continuously marvel at how the Holy 
Spirit is especially present among us as we share the loaf and cup.  And 
who wouldn’t be moved by working with the youth and children - their 
energy and joy, their questions and honesty.  I remember a special little girl 
vigorously waving her hand to say something during children’s time.  And 
what was her important message?  “My brother’s home today.  He’s sick and 
‘frowing’ up all over the place!”  Laughter - butterfly wings! Of course, the 
meetings can be less than a “fun” part of ministry. But even those bring some 
wonderful memories, like my very first charge conference-a bit intimidating 
for a new pastor with all the paperwork and his D.S. there.  But then James 
Roy nailed it when he gave his treasurer’s report:  “We made a little.  We 
spent a little.  We got a little left over.”  Do ya’ feel those butterfly wings?

And just one last thought.  After a recent youth service, one of the 
participants whom I had confirmed the year before, said, “Pastor Tom I just 
don’t know how you do this every Sunday!”  Well, I know.  It’s the effect of the 
Holy Spirit in this little, insignificant human being.  Talk about the butterfly 
effect!  Through a simple man such as myself, God has allowed the story of 
our risen Lord to flow.  And I shall continue to tell it all the days of my life 
until God says, “Jesus, go bring Tom home.”  It’s my story and I’m sticking to 
it!!  Feel those butterfly wings? 

Rev. Lynn D. Gunderson 
When I entered the ministry I had no idea how many 
people would touch my life. I remember the joyous 
events, like the birth of a child, birthdays, weddings and 
anniversaries. I remember the baptisms and church 
school, especially the children’s programs, overflowing 
with enthusiasm. I remember our Bible Studies and 
subsequent discussions and then witnessing with joy 
those who grew in their faith as they experienced Jesus 

in their lives. I remember our older adult ministry, especially those who were 
in long term care and how meeting in a weekly prayer group lifted their spirits 
and gave them a purpose. 
I remember the pain of tragic accidents and life changing diagnoses from the 
doctor. I remember helping people through their final moments in this world 
and then being with their families through the grief that followed. 
I entered ministry humbly, as a shepherd, but over time I realized the 
blessings of being shepherded by those I had been called to serve, and by 
my friends in ministry. 
I am leaving active ministry thankful for God’s presence and guidance in my 
life and thankful for Rachel, whose love and support have been a gift from 
God. I am so glad that God is patient, understanding and willing to work with 
as imperfect a person as I am.  

Rev. Richard  A.  Iles 
It is hard to believe that I am at retirement after 23 years as a fulltime pastor in 
the Iowa Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church.  My wife, Peggy, 
and I have made many friends and certainly enjoyed our three appointments 
at Pulaski/Troy, Fenton/Burt/Good Hope, and Waukon/Forest Mills.  A 
parishioner once gave me a cup that had written on the side: “Ministers never 
retire, they just go out to pastor.”   I will continue to pastor wherever the Lord 
leads  me.  As Christians, we are called to minister and witness for the Lord in 
everyday life.
I have particularly enjoyed seeing young people, as well as others, grow in their 
faith.  A highlight of my ministry was the weeks I spent as director of  the Air 
Show Camp at Camp Golden Valley United Methodist Camp near Lockridge, 
Iowa during 17 summers.  I had a number of campers return for a second, 
fourth, and even a fifth Air Show Camp.   Steve Luse was the Executive Director 
at the camp and was my mentor and helped me get started as Air Show director.  
Steve was an outstanding camp director and I learned a lot from him.  Steve and 
his wife, Sara, remain special friends to me and my wife still today.
The camping ministry has led a number into fulltime ministry.  Some 
campers later became camp counselors and some even became United 
Methodist  pastors 
All in all, Peggy and I have enjoyed our many acquaintances over the years 
during my tenure as a fulltime pastor and hope to keep in touch with many of 
them in our retirement years.

Rev. Mary Schultz 
The old hymn ’‘I Stand Amazed I the Presence of Jesus the Nazarene”  is the essence of what I am as a pastor.  I stand amazed not only in the presence of Jesus, but 
also, in the presence of the people called United Methodist.    It is amazing that God calls us to be in the midst of all life changing events proclaiming God’s love 
from our imperfections into to the perfection of the Holy Trinity.  It is in amazement that I have been called to put my hands on the heads of those being baptized; 
to give the Great Thanksgiving and serve the body and blood of Christ; to officiate at weddings as two people pledge their love to each other; to lay my hands 
on confirmands who take their baptism vows in the midst of the congregation; to walk and grieve with people through the Service of Death and Resurrection; 
to anoint people who are facing the deep challenges of life we all face.  I am amazed at the people of The United Methodist Church who respond to those are 
suffering, facing tragedy, and  who give of their resources so their congregation can remain a main stay of the community.  I stand to celebrate  being called to 
serve and lead these past years in the midst of the Holy community.  “O  how marvelous!  O how wonderful…is My Savior’s  love for me” because it is amazing.

Rev. Lynn Elrod

Continued to page 10
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My Life in Ministry 
Rev. Sheryl K. 
Ashley  
I don’t think anyone 
knows how to count 
the cost of putting on 
the mantel of a pastor’s 
robes until they wear 
them personally.  I 
would say that going 

into ministry later in life – almost 50 years of 
age – was a good thing. I had life experience 
and knew who I was and what my gifts were.

What I didn’t know was how a farmer’s wife can 
get the education she needs as well as be able to 
move around as many pastors are called to do. 
What I have learned is that you go forward one 
step at a time and if God opens the doors for you, 
you are on His path.  I graduated from Course 
of Study School at St Paul School of Theology 
and completed my undergraduate degree at 
Morningside College.  Morningside was kind 
enough to allow me to serve as chaplain there as 
well as serving as the Associate Pastor at Grace 
UMC, Morningside for five great years while I 
completed my degree.  What a wonderful duel 
appointment!  You could go from attending a 
Christian Rock Concert with college students to 
sitting by the bed of a dying saint of the church 
or baptizing a baby.  I loved it!

Other appointments I was blessed to serve 
before Morningside and Grace Sioux City were 
my home church of Anthon, combined with 
Rock Branch and Oto UCC, and that sweet 
“pastor training” church of Danbury.

After M’side I was appointed to the 
Correctionville/Cushing Charge for 13 grand 
years where we built on a Fellowship Hall and 
married and buried and taught and blessed the 
people of the whole area with our Open Door/
Open heart hospitality.  

Having pastored happily for over 20 years, I look 
forward to whatever “ministry” God will call me 
next.

Ministry Memoirs: Class of 2014
Continued from page 9

Rev. Kathy Martin 
After not knowing what I wanted to be when I grew up for most of my life, I’ve been so thankful 
that God called me to a ministry of leadership in the church!  And though I have served only two 
appointments in the Iowa Conference, they were and are two of the most amazing times of my 
life.  I loved serving as the pastor at the Danbury United Methodist Church and will never forget 
its passion for mission, worship, and children (and Corn Days!).  I will never forget the first time 
John, a parishioner, introduced me as “his pastor” – I was and am so honored to be called “pastor,” 
and to serve the church in this beautiful rural community.

Had I not attended Morningside College as a non-traditional student I’m not sure I would 
have realized how much I love young adults, non-traditional students, faculty members and 
staff!  Serving as the Campus Pastor and Director of Church Relations at Morningside has 
taught me that God surely can and does bless the world through educational opportunities at 
small, private, liberal arts colleges.  In my nine years at the college I’ve journeyed with some 
truly gifted students in worship, small groups, service, and especially through our Volunteers 
in Mission teams.  College years are life-changing years from an educational, social, relational 
and spiritual perspective and walking alongside those who are experiencing life transitions in 
the middle of it all is a gift from God.

I am very much looking forward to retirement -- more husband, children and grandchildren time 
– more time for tennis, walking and playing in the dirt!

Rev. Trevor Davis
Pastor of Burlington Grace  
and West Hill UMC 
I feel grateful to God and the people and leaders 
of the churches I served for being patient with 
me in my development as a Pastor.    I have 
learned that this peculiar calling as a Pastor 
and the churches I served needed someone to 
become a Jack or a Jill of all trades.   There were 
times when I wished I could have just specialize 
on one aspect of ministry, such as: Preaching, 
Biblical Studies, Wesleyan Studies, Pastoral Care 
and Counseling, Marriage and Family Therapy, 
Theology, Philosophy, Economics, Spiritual 
Direction, Justice Ministry, Community Service, 
Youth Ministry, Administration, Custodial, Arts 
and Science, Chaplaincy, Christian Education, 
Church History, and others.   Still, that’s one of 
the beauties of ministry: one can integrate (with 
God’s help) all these together without becoming 
one dimensional.   Hopefully, I will have some 

time now to catch up a bit on all those books that 
I purchased on many of these areas and haven’t 
read or haven’t finished.

Having a sense of humor and trusting that people 
can be resourceful helps.   That’s what I discovered 
when I went to visit my first appointment.   When 
I went to the parsonage, there were about three 
men and three women working in the kitchen, 
trying to lay a whole sheet of linoleum on the 
floor.   They were getting frustrated, because they 
were having a hard time getting the air pockets 
out of the linoleum as they laid it.   Finally, one of 
the men told the largest woman there to lie down 
on the floor, and he grabbed her by the ankles 
and began dragging her across the kitchen floor 
on her bottom like a roller to smooth out the air 
pockets on the floor.   At the time I wondered 
about what I was getting into.   Looking back 
now and seeing the joy in relational ministry and 
loving and serving the people, this has been a 
wonderful and amazing adventure that I wouldn’t 
have missed for the world.  

Rev. Sheryl K. Ashley

Continued to page 11
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Health Screening 
For all clergy and their spouses. This includes all local pastors, 
part-time pastors, commissioned, probationary, extension and 
retired clergy, elders, deacons, and ministry candidates even if you 
aren’t on the conference insurance) Saturday 6/7; 6 a.m.-8:30 and 
Monday 6/9; 5:30 am- 8 a.m. in HyVee Hall, lower level. Included is: 
a blood-pressure measurement, a self-serve weight measurement, 
and the following lab tests; glucose, cholesterol (LDL, HDL, & 
triglycerides), magnesium, phosphorus, calcium, thyroid, BUN 
(blood urea nitrogen) and a thyroid level. Men will also have 
blood drawn for a prostate serum antigen. Pre-registration is 
encouraged by US mail or e-mail. A form-fillable pre- registration 
form is located on the 2014 Annual Conference web page. Click 
on “Everything you need to know about 2014 AC” item on the 
left side. Information will be under the Wellness Activities topic. 
Contact Kae Tritle at bktritle@msn.com for more information.
Bishop’s Fitness Walk 
Sunday June 8, 6:15 am to 8 a.m. 5K walk/run to raise funds for 
the Fit Challenge: Imagine NO Malaria campaign. The route 
will be at Riverwalk Trail at the 2nd street Plaza bridge both 
sides of the river across the street from the Wells Fargo Arena. A 
registration fee of $15 is for each person walking. Lay delegates & 
pastors participating may also collect pledges from their church 
members to raise funds for this campaign. Register online at 
inmiowa.org/fit. Make out checks to IAC with FITWALK in the 
memo line. Send to Conference Center (2301 Rittenhouse Drive 
DM 50321) or bring with you to the Fitwalk. You may also register 
that morning. 
Self-Guided Fitness Walk 
On the Riverwalk Trail at the 2nd street Plaza bridge both sides of 
the river across the street from the Wells Fargo Arena. Open to all 
Annual Conference members and visitors. Stretch your legs and 
enjoy a leisurely walk and talk with your colleagues and friends. 
Maps are available at the Des Moines Area Information booth. 
Open from Saturday afternoon through Monday. 
Mammogram screening 
Open to all clergy spouses on Monday, June 9. You must 
have an appointment. Location is at Iowa Radiology in the 
Stoddard Cancer Center, at the downtown Iowa Health DM 
Methodist hospital campus. Call 515-226-9810 to schedule an 
appointment. American Cancer Society guidelines apply; over 
40 years old, no lumps or problems, and have not had one this 
calendar year. You will need your insurance information and 
co-pays may apply. 
Pedometer Walking Program 
Increase your daily physical activity by walking. Active & Retired 
Clergy, their spouses, and others on the Conference Health 
Insurance program can sign up for the Virgin HealthMiles “go-
zone” pedometer. A UMC logo pedometer is also available for 
laity to purchase. 

Session Highlights
Continued from page 1

Rev. Lynn Elrod 
I suppose that there have been many significant 
highlights: building projects, congregational growth, 
personal academic achievements.  But I think it is the 
cumulative little experiences that I cherish the most.  
•	 Being	blessed	to	be	on	hand	to	witness	that	“A-hah!”	
moment when someone “gets it” about Jesus.  
•	 To	 have	 been	 fortunate	 enough	 to	 introduce	 

  someone to my Jesus.  
•	 Having	 the	opportunity	 to	open	God’s	Word	 in	order	 to	 show	 someone	 
 that their specific problem is not new and that God has something to say  
 about their situation was always satisfying. 
•	 The	honor	of	being	 included	with	a	 family	and	 to	 sit	with	 them	as	 their	 
 loved one passed from this life.  
•	 When	a	young	family	entrusted	their	newborn	to	me	and	requested	that	 
 their little one receive God’s grace through baptism was always a great joy.  
•	 Seeing	the	surprise	on	a	trustee’s	face	when	I	was	able	to	bring	my	business	 
 experience to bear on church management issues in a positive way as a  
 second career pastor was a repeated delight.  
•	 And	in	each	case	to	be	aware	that	I	was	God’s	representative	in	all	this	was	 
 a sacred trust to me.
I am continually humbled that God called me.  The humility comes from the 
realization that it wasn’t my abilities that he asked for.  It was my willingness. 
God has all the ability that he needs to accomplish his goals.  But because he 
loved me, he invited me to share in his great salvation enterprise and all that he 
needed from me was my willingness.  He did all the rest.

Rev. Lynn Elrod

Continued to page 13

Catch up on UMC Camps
Wow, can you believe it, we are starting to get wonderful warmth out 
there now, and it’s starting to feel more like summer, and that gets me to 
thinking about camps. 

For over 50 years Pictured Rocks Camp and Retreat 
Center has served the Iowa Annual Conference as a 
mainstay for camping and retreats in Northeast Iowa.

Below are two testimonies from people who have 
experienced camp at Pictured Rocks. The first is Jordan Sprunger, a 
student at UNI who has been a Camp Counselor with us for the last 
several years and who has had a huge impact on our young campers. The 
second is a short testimony from Debra Lockhart who is from Dubuque 
and who has sent her children to camp the last few years.  

Thank you Jordan and Debra for your amazing 
stories about Iowa UMC Camps! 
As you can see, Camp indeed 
changes lives.  

Enjoy!

“I’m always blown away by  
what God is doing in the lives  
of everyone around me. 
Whether it is the campers 
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Mary Joy and Jerre Stead have given a $1 
million gift to Imagine No Malaria.  They 
recently donated $500,000 to both the Iowa 
and Rocky Mountain Annual Conferences 
to support the United Methodist initiative 
to raise $75 million to fight Malaria in 
Africa.
“This is an example of what we like to invest 
in, because it makes such a difference for 
so many people,” Jerre Stead said during an 
interview on the eve of World Malaria Day.  
“Five or six years ago Bill Gates and I were 
talking about the many projects that the 
Gates Foundation invests in…(eradicating 
Malaria) was my first interest.”  Two years 
later “we took our second granddaughter to 
Africa…visiting seven different countries.  
It seemed like such an important place to 
give.  At the time we were there and paying 
a lot of attention to the opportunity to help 
on Malaria,” Mr. Stead added.  He was also 
motivated by “friends in Africa and India 
and other places that have had suffered 
from Malaria, and still are.”
Giving has been a way of life for Jerre 
and Mary Joy Stead for a long time.  
“From the time I was nine years old with 
a paper route, a third of my income went 
to the church.  Both my Gramma Stead 
and Nanna Grindrod always tithed.  To 
me, that’s something that we’ve always 
been inspired by.  From the time we were 
married we tithed, because we grew up that 
way.  We always had a goal that if we were 
ever blessed with enough to give much 
more than that we would do it because of 
seeing what wonderful people, at the grass 
roots level, can do and what an incredible 
difference it makes.”
From the humble beginnings of the paper 
route at age 9 Mr. Stead went on to become 
the CEO of seven companies over his career, 
ending with a successful 13-year tenure 
at IHS, Inc., a Colorado information and 

analytics firm. The Denver Post named him 
Business Person of the Year for 2013.  He 
has also served as Chairman of the Board of 
Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary 
for the past eight years.  And it was in that 
capacity that he met fellow Board member 
Bishop Julius Trimble, the United Methodist 
Resident Bishop of the Stead’s home state of 
Iowa.  Now, as active United Methodists in 
Colorado, the Steads have come to know 
Bishop Elaine Stanovsky, who presides over 
the Rocky Mountain Conference.
Describing it as “a wonderful session,” Mr. 
Stead recalls, “The two Bishops visited my 
office, almost two years ago.”  The Bishops 
invited the Steads to support the Imagine 
No Malaria effort, something that “seemed 
like a perfect fit.”  “What’s so good about 
this effort,” Mr. Stead added, “is that the 
maximum amount of change gets to the 
maximum amount of people.  This is just a 
great program.”
For the Steads, there are three criteria for 
“our giving.  How do we get the maximum 
amount of change, by investing in an effort 
like this one, to the maximum amount of 
people.  Two, I’m hopeful that our giving 
and investment will make a difference for 
other people to also participate.  It doesn’t 
really matter if it’s a dollar or a thousand 
dollars or a hundred thousand…it’s just 
a great effort that needs to happen.  And 
three, this is a very good example of what 
I like to see, and Mary Joy does too, by The 
United Methodist Church, which is helping 
great causes around the world and not being 
internally focused but externally focused to 
make a difference.”
The Imagine No Malaria effort continues a 
long tradition of making a difference. For 
almost 200 years, United Methodists have 
operated hospitals and clinics throughout 
Africa. These facilities are a vital and trusted 
part of the health-care delivery system 

on the continent. 
The Imagine No 
Malaria approach 
focuses on four key 
areas: prevention, 
e d u c a t i o n , 
communication and 
treatment.
Just a few years ago, 
statistics showed a 

child died every 30 seconds of Malaria. The 
United Methodist Church has worked with 
global partners such as the United Nations 
Foundation, The Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation and others, 
and the death rate has dropped to one every 
60 seconds.
To continue the effort to eradicate Malaria, 
The United Methodist Church, as a whole, 
has raised more than $61 million in 
pledges and gifts to fight the disease. The 
denomination’s goal is to raise at least $75 
million by 2015.
“Jerre and Mary Joy Stead know they have 
been blessed by God and that they can 
make a difference for others,” said Bishop 
Elaine Stanovsky. “They know first-hand 
the ravages of Malaria in Africa. Their 
gift will save the lives of children who will 
become leaders in Africa.”
“We can imagine a day in our lifetime when 
Malaria deaths in Africa will no longer be 
a major health concern,” said Bishop Julius 
Trimble of the Iowa Annual Conference. 
“On behalf of all the partners in Iowa joined 
together in this campaign, I say thank you.”
“Most gifts are in the $10-$20 range,” 
said Sheri Altland, campaign director for 
Imagine No Malaria. “A gift of $1 million 
can inspire others. It creates its own 
buzz and its own awareness. It keeps the 
momentum going.”
Expressing deep appreciation for the 
hundreds of thousands of lives that will be 
saved by their most generous gift, Bishop 
Trimble said, “Because of their Iowa roots 

Mary Joy and Jerre Stead give 
$1 million gift to Imagine No Malaria
Story written by Arthur McClanahan and Edwin Acevedo, 
who interviewed Mr. Stead by phone as he and Mrs. Stead 
were vacationing in New Zealand.

Continued to page 19
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Reaching out to the local community is difficult. We all know that we should be doing it, but 
actually finding a way to bridge the gap between the church and the community is not easy. 
One way we discovered at Bloomfield-Des Moines UMC is Laundry of Love. We learned a lot 
of lessons along the way.   

Several years ago a new person attended our church and she suggested that we visit area 
Laundromats on Saturday mornings and take quarters and hospitality to those doing their laundry. 
This was not an original idea. She had heard of another church doing it. She wanted to give it a try. 
She was willing to lead us.  

Lesson #1: be a permission-giving church.  When people come with good ideas of service and 
ministry and want to carry them out, let them.   
We did some research on local Laundromats. We were concerned that they would find us intrusive. 
Once we explained what we planned to do:  help people carry their laundry in and out, offer 
quarters to pay for laundry (it costs about $5 to do a load of laundry; we typically spend $60 on a 
Saturday and lots of people decline the offer of quarters “No thanks, save that for someone who 
needs it more than me.”) and bring some hospitality sometimes in the form of cookies or children’s 
activities, the Laundromats were on board.  

Lesson #2: Give some thought to what you are doing.  What is the best way to convey the 
love of Christ? 
So one Saturday morning we headed to our first Laundromat. There were three of us. The woman 
who had suggested this was in the lead. In the middle of the parking lot at the first Laundromat she 
stopped and turned to the group and said that she had never really done this and she was a little 
nervous.  So we prayed.

Lesson #3:  Cover whatever you are doing in prayer. 
In we went to the Laundromat, awkward, ready to launch into some stammering pitch about 
what the heck we were doing. The stammering pitch eventually simply became “We’re from 
Bloomfield United Methodist Church and we just wanted to do something nice today. Need 
help?” And we offered coins and help.  

Lesson #4: Keep it simple. 
I remember that first Laundromat visit. A very nice man was doing his laundry. He visited with us 
and let us help him fold laundry and through him we gained some courage for what we were doing.

Lesson #5: Watch for the good people God will put in your path.   
That was all about three years ago.  Since then a team of people have gone to the Laundromats 
on the last Saturday of the month most months.  Lots of people have supported this by 
contributing quarters.  

Lesson #6: Not everyone is suited to every ministry. Some people would never in a million 
years be comfortable doing this. Others love it. One new person has joined the church as a 
result of this, and that person leads this ministry because she knows what it meant to her. 
We don’t all have to agree or walk in lock step.   
The greatest change that has occurred is in us. We have discovered more about what separates us 
from the world. The woman who started this once commented that isn’t is curious that what can 
separate us from one another is a washing machine.  

Lesson #7: when you set out to transform the world, be prepared to be part of that 
transformation.   
This Saturday is Laundry of Love Saturday. Stop now and say a prayer for those who will be washing 
their clothes on Saturday. Pray that we all find something more as we meet them at the Laundromat.  

or the staff it seems that there is always 
something amazing being done in the lives of 
everyone at camp. One of our readings this 
past summer was on how God is making all 
things new and that truly is what is happening 
at the camps we have each week. Something 
new happens to everyone that sets foot in the 
camps and I’m excited to return this summer 
to see what God is continuing to do through 
Pictured Rocks.

After two summers at Pictured Rocks Camp I 
still feel God every time I am there. I see how 
God has worked in my life since I first applied 
back in February of 2012 and I’m amazed by 
the role camp has played in it. Working there 
has helped me better understand what God’s 
role in my life is and has helped me discern 
what his plans are for me. I have been truly 
blessed to be a part of the Pictured Rocks 
family these past few years and I will always 
be thankful for that.” 
- Jordan Sprunger                                                                                                                                        

“Sending our children to camp isn’t 
something we take lightly as parents.  There 
are a lot of camps available for children, but 
so many don’t offer a Christian setting with 
Christian counselors who truly care about the 
children that attend.  Our children have been 
attending camp at Camp Pictured Rocks for 
the past two years and we love it, and the kids 
LOVE it too.  They will be attending again this 
summer.

This is an opportunity for our kids to 
connect, through fun Christian activities, 
with other young people.  The camp staff 
are amazing in their love and caring for 
the kids.  We truly leave our children in 
their hands knowing that they’re going 
to be safe and well-cared for during the 
entire time they’re at camp.  The kids 
come home happy, tired and with a 
better understanding of Christ’s love and 
fellowship.  It’s a win-win situation for 
children and their parents.

Our church also uses Camp Pictured Rocks 
for its annual church camping retreat.  This 
has been such an amazing activity for our 
church members as they spend quality time 
together.  Camp staff provides activities 
during this retreat which is very much 
appreciated.  Dave and Patric asked that I 
write two to three paragraphs and it’s very 
difficult to get all of the great things about 
Camp Pictured Rocks in just two to three 
paragraphs.  Bottom line is we love it!”

- Debra Lockhart 

Laundry of Love
By Rev. Cynthia Hickman, pastor, Bloomfield United Methodist Church, Des Moines

Catch up on UMC Camps
Continued from page 11
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“All of those are measured at Annual Conference,” said Rev. Poland. 
This is especially so and full circle for him with his daughter Andrea 
and her commissioning and ordination as an elder and member 
of the Conference, and last year with his son Jeremy and looking 
forward to his ordination.
“So very profound relationships, and the marking of those 
relationships,” Rev. Poland said.
For first time attendees Rev. Poland said that it’s easy to “forget 
about why we’re there,” or perhaps even misinterpret the reason.
“It’s a time for us to come together as an annual conference and to 
remember that we are connected to one another,” he said. “That 
we have a relationship that is real and organic and scriptural. That 
we’re really at our best when we’re together.”
That relationship isn’t just something that is celebrated when gathering 
for worship or meetings as the Annual Conference, he said.
“It really ought to be lived out all the rest of the year as we relate to our 
United Methodist sisters and brothers in particular,” said Rev. Poland. 
“And by extension the other members of the household of faith.

What happens at the tables is an aspect of the Annual Conference 
Session that is interesting, albeit something that is little known.
“If you take time to actually walk around, which as a superintendent 
I had the opportunity to do, you see that frequently we’re not all 
engaged in the same things,” Rev. Poland said. “And that’s probably 
also true when it comes to our visits to the microphone.”
“It’s a big meeting. It’s a big group,” he said. “And sometimes it’s hard 
for us to keep on focus. But that’s kind of the way families are.”
The big thing, he said, is to engage in the worship for maintaining 
connection and focus.
“That for me is the most centering part of Annual Conference,” said 
Rev. Poland. “And if you notice in the worship services, especially 
this year, as I talked about before about measuring those milestones, 
that’s what the worship services are about.”
The worship services at the Annual Conference Session offer a 
message and connection. 
“It’s an opportunity to hear some excellent preaching,” he said. 
“And one of the profound, still it brings tears to my eyes every year, 
is when you look around that auditorium and hear the blending of 
all of those voices together.”
Togetherness in worship is something Rev. Poland finds to be 
significant.
“I think in worship is when we’re at our best,” he said. “And it’s a time 
for us to remember that we do belong together as the Body of Christ 
and that together we have a witness to make and a world to impact.”

“I would say if this is your first time, speak 
to your pastor if you haven’t come to Annual 
Conference before, or contact your District 
office,” said Bishop Trimble. “If there’s 
anything you might want to make sure you 
remember.” 
This is an opportunity to recall that this is the 
big annual meeting of United Methodists, 
said Bishop Trimble. 
“It comes under the umbrella of what 
historically we’ve experienced as Christian 
Conferencing,” Bishop Trimble said. “So we 
come to respect every person who comes 
to Annual Conference and we come to pray 
for every person who comes to Annual 
Conference.”
Bishop Trimble has another message for Iowa 

Annual Conference clergy and laity who will 
take part in the Annual Conference Session.
“This is an opportunity for us really to show 
Christian hospitality to the people who work 
at the Hy-Vee center, the people who will be 
working in the restaurants, and the places 
around,” he said. “So people will say, “What 
about those United Methodists who were 
down here for three days!”
Imagine No Malaria will be a focus of the 
2014 Annual Conference Session.
“We have been working for close to two years 
on raising money to save lives in Africa,” 
Bishop Trimble said.
“Imagine No Malaria, Iowa Annual 
Conference is part of a bigger campaign of 
the United Methodist Church to raise 75 
million dollars,” he continued.

“Our goal is to raise two million dollars and 
save 200,000 lives,” said Bishop Trimble. “I’m 
praying and I’m believing and I’m claiming, 
and I have indications that we may go over 
that, and I’m excited about that.”
Bishop Trimble is hopeful that people will 
either send an offering or come to join 
in the celebration offering at the Annual 
Conference Session.
“We’re not at two million yet, but we fully 
expect to not only reach two million, but 
continue,” he said. “This effort really goes 
through World Malaria Day 2015.”
“Our goal,” Bishop Trimble said, “Was that by 
this Annual Conference we would have a big 
celebration to say, “Yes, God, we have been 
faithful.” 
  

thinks could be talked about more.
“We do a pretty good job of celebrating 
what we do beyond our borders,” she said, 
“We don’t spend a lot of time talking about, 

how is it with your soul, how is it in your 
part of the world, and how could better 
support and encourage one another in 
ministry. Those are the parts I’d like to see 
us do more of.”
Business is part of the Annual Conference 

“We Belong Together as the Body of Christ” -  
Assistant to the Bishop for Administration

Annual Conference Preview
Continued from page 3

Bishop Trimble looks forward to welcoming more than 1000 to 2014 Annual Conference Session

Assistant to the Bishop for 
Connectional Ministries sees a 
hopeful future through the 2014 
Annual Conference session

Continued to page 15

Continued from page 3

Continued from page 3
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Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional 
Ministries sees a hopeful future through the 
2014 Annual Conference session
Continued from page 14

Session, and balancing this with nurturing community and 
spirituality is an issue.
“One thought I’ve had is that perhaps we need to consider how we 
might conference more frequently between Annual Conferences,” 
Rev. Dungan said. “To have those places of reflection and 
discernment, and more time for question-and-answer.”
Figuring out a way to conference a few times a year on how to do a 
better job of being Christian community and addressing concerns 
within communities, as well as the long-term mission focus of the 
Conference, is something she would like to see take place.
“Then the Annual Conference Session would be a celebration of 
what we’re doing,” said Rev. Dungan. “And people would already 
know because they’ve been involved in some kind of discussion, 
information sessions prior to coming.”
Establishing more business logistics ahead of time and being free 
to focus more of the Annual Conference Session on celebrating 
what the Conference does and laying the foundation for the future 
makes perfect sense to her.
“To have it be the kind of place and time where everyone has a 
chance to take ownership in what we’re doing,” Rev. Dungan said. 
“And to go home and say, “This is good, we’re reaching people 
for Jesus because of what we’re doing in the United Methodist 
Church.” 
Rev. Dungan was part of the numerous pre-conference meetings 
throughout the Conference.
“We’re appreciative that people have taken the time to come out 
and be a part of it,” said Rev. Dungan.

During the time between pre-conference meetings and Annual 
Conference Session Rev. Dungan invites people to take a look at 
the pre-Conference manual.
“In terms of what it says about what we’re doing now and what we 
might so to move forward in growing ministry in our Conference 
in the future,” she said.
Last year at the Annual Conference Session three Strategic 
Priorities were adopted.
“The statistics that Terry (Montgomery-Conference Treasurer) 
has collected as Conference Statistician really bear out that we 
must begin doing more in new ministry development,” said Rev. 
Dungan.
Iowa is becoming increasingly urban and strategies need to be in 
place to meet the resulting needs, she said.
“By adopting those three Priorities we just began the baby steps of 
moving into a new future for our Conference, for our Conference’s 
ministries,” said Rev. Dungan. “It’s really very exciting. But it also 
presents the challenge of trying to think about how we do what 
we do enough differently that we are well-resourced and well-
equipped to meet this new opportunity for new outreach, new 
mission, new witness.” 
How are the Strategic Priorities are being lived into is part of what 
Rev. Dungan hopes people will keep in mind when reviewing the 
pre-Conference manual and as they come into the 2014 Annual 
Conference Session.
“Where do we have work to do, what doesn’t seem to fit, what kind 
of a difference are making now?” she said. 
“And if we don’t begin to make some shift so that we can grow as 
a Conference, both in our spirit and in our witness, if we just keep 
doing the same things we’re doing now, and the kind of planning 
and budgeting we’re doing now is what we do five years from now,” 
Rev. Dungan said. “We’re going to miss a huge opportunity that 
God has placed before us. And I don’t want is to miss it.”

All to the Glory of God
Continued from page 2

service.  We will honor and remember 
those who have died and left their mark 
on the life of our conference.  God is 
always doing a new thing.  I fully expect 
that persons, very young and older saints, 
will hear the call and nudging of God, as 
we are reminded of Christ presence in the 
breaking of bread.
Come celebrate and engage in Christian 
conferencing, while meeting with your 
sisters and brothers in Christ.  From dry 
bones to the living body of Christ, from 
Resurrection to Pentecost Power, the 
church has something to declare.  
God is good and God is able; able to do 
more than we can imagine. 

I am not asking you to ignore your 
questions or what pains you about our 
church.  I am asking you to remember the 
first mission statement of the Christian 
church: Jesus is Lord!

Ephesians 3:20 
The Message  (MSG)
20-21God can do anything, you know—far 
more than you could ever imagine or 
guess or request in your wildest dreams! 
He does it not by pushing us around but 
by working within us, his Spirit deeply and 
gently within us.
 Glory to God in the church!

 Glory to God in the   
 Messiah, in Jesus!
 Glory down all the   
 generations!
 Glory through all millennia!  
 Oh, yes!

New King James Version (NKJV)
20Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in us, 
Be encouraged,

 Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble
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Peace With Justice 
Scholarship Essay 
Contest Winners
The Peace with Justice Essay contest is open to students who are high 
school juniors or seniors during the current school year and who live 
in Iowa or attend an Iowa high school. They need not be members of a 
United Methodist Church or any other religious body. 

Below are the winners for 2014

By Cassandra Gearhart

There are many causes of inequitable distribution 
of wealth, opportunity, or education in our world 
today, producing unwanted results. The inequitable 
distribution of wealth in our society has left many 
families struggling with financial needs that cannot 
be met by their current employment or means 
of income. This financial instability may have a 
lasting effect on a family’s opportunities to better 
their lives or provide education for their children. 
However, there are many acts of service that can 
alleviate some or all of the stress on these struggling 
families.

Causes of inequitable distribution of wealth are 
prevalent in areas of societal life as we know it. 
Minimum wage jobs, compared to higher paid 
careers, are one source of inequitable distribution 
of wealth. Many of the underpaid workers in this 
country are struggling to support themselves, 
and often times a family, on this meager source of 
income. Their utility bills or rent may increase, or 
something unexpected happens to the family and 
they are left deep in debt with no way to ever pay 
it off. Many of the same problems, such as a small 
increase in utilities or an emergency car fix, would 
not affect wealthier families.

Results of this unequal distribution are unequal 
opportunities and little or no education. Families 
that live at or below the poverty line, or even those 
living above, face these financial struggles. Their 
opportunities to pay for an education at a higher 
institution may become very little or nonexistent. 
This prevents their chance of working for more 
than minimum wage and their lives repeat the 
circle. Children of these families may not have 
enough money to go on the school trip, losing 
the chance at a learning experience outside of the 
classroom.

These deprived opportunities can be turned 
around with the work efforts of volunteers and 
hard workers who wish to see a change. Funds 
and scholarship programs can be put together 
specifically for children who come out of needy 
homes. For the parents, support groups or financial 
aids can be put in place for a limited time, providing 
an opportunity for them to better their lives and 
take part in more opportunities that may come in 
their direction. With work and coordination, any 
problem can be solved.

By Emma Schafer

When we are young, and see one of our peers receive special treatment, such as getting a new toy 
that we want, we cry out, pleading to our parents for an explanation as to why we don’t get a new 
toy as well, to which they answer, “Life isn’t fair,”. This has always been an accepted fact throughout 
humanity, but why isn’t life fair? Why don’t we all receive equal opportunities? In truth, several of 
these factors are decided before a person is even born, and another handful is determined by the 
actions of others. These things will then go on to influence the person’s own decisions that they 
make for themselves. Collectively, all of these things will ultimately decide whether or not the 
unequal distribution of wealth, opportunities and education will work out their favor.

In the age of the American Revolution, the phrase, “All men are created equal,” was extremely popular, 
because it united all of the Americans together under one common idea: that we are all the same 
when we are born, and we should all receive equal treatment and opportunities. However, while this 
statement is an excellent rallying cry, it could not be further from the truth. Before we are born, a large 
number of factors are predetermined about us. Factors such as where we live, who our parents are, 
our race, disabilities, and the socioeconomic status that we grow up with are circumstances that we 
do not control, but are things that can be a large determining factor in the abundance of opportunities 
(such as education) that are available to us.

Another thing to consider is the choices that are made by others that will affect us. For our primary 
schooling, it is largely up to our parents or guardians to decide which school we attend, be it an 
expensive private school or the public school system, where the quality is often inconsistent. From 
then on, several decisions surrounding us are made on our behalf. Our teachers will decide how 
far they will go to make sure that we truly comprehend the material, and not just memorizing 
facts for regurgitation. Colleges will rule on whether or not we will be accepted. Employers will 
decide whether or not they will hire us. Even something as simple as whether or not someone that’s 
higher up on the totem pole likes us or not is possibly one of the most impactful decisions another 
person can have on our life, because it can affect job opportunities (giving a good reference, or 
deciding that they liked you during the interview), wealth (giving a highly coveted promotion), 
and education (writing a glowing letter of recommendation for a college application). While we 
may have been raised to not worry about what others think of us, or to not concern ourselves with 
others’ actions, it is actually something that should be a major concern, due to the great power that 
other human beings have to influence our lives, and how they can 

Causes and Results of 
Inequitable Distribution of 
Wealth, Opportunity or 
Education
Continued from page 7

Causes and Results of Inequitable Distribution of 
Wealth, Opportunity or Education
Continued from page 7

Continued to page 18
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By Claire Pettinger

The unequal distribution of wealth is a major problem not only nationwide 
but worldwide. There are several reasons as to why this is an issue, but the two 
major ones go hand in hand: lack of resources and the unequal distribution of 
capitalism. A common misconception is that the main reason for this wealth 
gap is because the rich are rich, as if they stole the poor’s money. This is not 
the case. As a product of the inequitable distribution of wealth, opportunities 
to advance become scarce and the overall standard of living decreases.

It is impossible to pin this gap on any one thing, for there are multiple causes 
that result in this division. However it is safe to say that the outcome of it can 
be catastrophic.

There are several countries that prosper while having little resources. Their 
key to success is international trade. For example, Japan has very little 
usable farmland due to its rocky terrain and resources in general, and yet 
they are thriving. They are able to live in prosperity because of their open, 
capitalist economy. This prevents their government from interfering in their 
trade. Other countries such as the Central African Republic (CAR) are rich 
with resources, but do not have a capitalist economy, so its residents aren’t 
even allowed the opportunity to grow and thrive as a country. “The CAR’s 
economic freedom score is 46.7, making its economy the 161st freest in the 
2014 Index” (Central). Since 2002 the CAR has gone deeper into poverty due 
government restrictions on trade and private businesses. These examples are 
indicators that “the uneven distribution of wealth in the world is due to the 
uneven distribution of capitalism” (Norberg).

As a result of the inequitable distribution of wealth and capitalism, much 
of the world’s population is living in poverty. The Democratic Republic 
of the Congo has become the world’s poorest country due to government 
restrictions on trade and its non-capitalist economy. Living conditions there 
have stooped to hardly livable. “75 percent live below the poverty line, more 
than half have no access to drinking water or to basic healthcare, and three 

out of every ten children are poorly nourished,” (Democratic). Haiti, which is 
the 156th freest economy in the world and the poorest country in the western 
hemisphere, is also a victim of the inequitable distribution of wealth and 
capitalism (Haiti). Most of this nation is hungry, 80 percent live way below 
the poverty line, and only 30 percent of the population has consistent jobs 
(Conditions). These are only two of numerous examples of the consequences 
of unequal distribution of wealth. Opportunities to transcend this wealth gap 
are scarce. Education is a crucial way of closing that wealth gap. However, if 
one were to start out with little it would be difficult to pay for an education, 
and in most parts of the world an education is the key to success.

The inequitable distribution of wealth is obviously not due to one sole cause. 
Lack of resources and the unequal distribution of capitalism are just two of the 
many factors that have been widening this wealth gap. There are unfortunate 
costs that come with this inequality. Much of the world is living in poverty, 
and has little opportunity to advance in modern society. The wealth gap is 
undoubtedly an enormous problem that is felt not only domestically, but 
worldwide as well.
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By Mackenzie Carlson

Social justice can be defined as the ability people have to realize their potential, in the society where they live. John Wesley wrote, “No circumstances can make 
it necessary for a man to burst in sunder all the ties of humanity.” Wesley was a firm believer in social justice. Wesley strived for equality in human nature. Even 
though John Wesley lived in the 1700’s, there is at least one issue he faced that we face today and that is inequitable distribution of wealth. There are many causes 
for inequitable distribution of wealth in America, including poor health care, low wages, and poor education.

The ability to pay for health care is one of the main foundations on which distribution of wealth rests today. Within the United States, the government has 
tried to ensure that people have a fair chance to acquire health insurance. There are many differing opinions of this topic, but one thing is sure, there is a need 
for better health care. In 1960, only 9 billion dollars was spent on hospital expenditures. While in 2010, 814 billion dollars was spent (www.cdc.gov). Families 
everywhere struggle to make ends met when a crises occurs. People have to sacrifice homes and food, just to keep family members alive and well. These extreme 
numbers cause wealth to be distributed across the nation unevenly. In 1960, 6.6 billion dollars was paid for health insurance, in 2010 it soared to 1,703 billion 
dollars (www.cdc.gov). The effects of these prices are devastating to families and individuals. Homelessness is rising just as fast as medical bills. February 1996, 
approximately 444,000 people were homeless per night, but 3.5 billion people were homeless on any given night in February 2009 (www.nationalhomeless.
org). The choice of whether to pay for better health or to pay housing costs, weighs on the minds of many Americans. Certain Americans, who have been lucky 
enough to avoid medical disasters, often find themselves dollars ahead of those who are paying off medical bills, leading to wealth given to only a small percent 
of the population. Higher costs and inadequate insurance have magnified the divide between rich and poor, increasing both extremes.

The current minimum wage in Iowa is $7.25 (www.dol.gov). This makes it impossible to pay for anything other than the essential necessities. A low wage causes 
people to choose between things like food and housing. If a family is spending most of their money on housing expenses, they cannot pay for food. Choices 
like these have become increasingly difficult as products prices increases sharply and minimum wage gradually Continued to page 18
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create either favorable or unfavorable circumstances for us.

While others may make choices for us, or things are already pre-
determined before birth, the most important person that can affect our 
lives is ourselves. We will choose whether or not we personally value 
education, which will go on to change our options for the future, either 
opening new doors for us, or slamming them shut. We can decide for 
ourselves who we will associate with and call friends. While this may 
seem unimportant to the distribution of opportunity, consider this all the 
people that you have known through the years change, either for better or 
worse, depending on who they spent the most the time with. For example, 
if a person’s social group consists of several people who are substance 
abusers; they are more likely to do it as well, which will obviously affect 
a person’s opportunities for wealth and education. Even if they don’t start 
abusing substances, society will still see them as a drug user, because that 
is who they have chosen to spend time with, and shall treat them as such. 
While this may be unfair, it is still the choice of the person to hang around 
these people, and they must realize the consequences and weight of this 
decision. We can also determine how many opportunities we will have 
based on how actively we seek them out, and how we shape ourselves to 
become more able to receive them. For instance, a person can choose to be 

completely indifferent towards their community, contributing absolutely 
nothing, or they can they immerse themselves in being as involved with 
it as they possibly can. The latter option will obviously bring forth more 
opportunities in life, whether it is connections with important people, 
scholarship opportunities, or gaining invaluable work experience that they 
may not have gotten otherwise. The choices that we make for ourselves 
may very well be the most crucial to how the distribution of opportunities 
works for us, because with effort, we are able to make it work in our favor.

Life is unfair, but to assume that whether or not someone will be able to 
achieve success is determined entirely at birth would be incorrect. By that 
logic, singer Elvis Presley shouldn’t have amounted to much, because he 
was born into a poor family in Tupelo, Mississippi, living in a home that 
consisted of only two rooms. It cannot be based completely on others 
either, because Albert Einstein, whose teachers thought he was stupid and 
would never do anything great. We can’t assume that it’s all entirely on a 
person’s own personal efforts to become successful either, because so many 
brilliant people end up falling through the cracks due to circumstances 
beyond their control. However, it’s very possible that we can conclude that 
rather all three of variables are necessary to the abundance and availability 
of opportunities that a person will have.

Causes and Results of Inequitable Distribution of Wealth, Opportunity or Education
By Emma Schafer
Continued from page 16Continued from page 7

Causes and Results of Inequitable Distribution of Wealth, Opportunity or Education
By Mackenzie Carlson
Continued from page 17Continued from page 7

increases. If a family spends most of their money on food, they cannot afford 
to pay for their housing expenses. Homelessness and hunger are two effects 
of low wages. Parents who are only able to earn minimum wage have trouble 
paying for their child/children’s lunches in school. In the 2011-12 school 
year, there were more than 25 million students in schools across the country 
receiving free or reduced lunches (frac.org). Without this the free and reduced 
lunch programs across the country children in school would go hungry. A low 
minimum wage disproportionately affects income ranges giving more money 
to the people with money, and less to the people with very little. Being able to 
make money gives people opportunities to make more money in the future.

Education typically leads to higher wages. Money many times determines 
one’s education availability. People with more money are able to pursue more 
advanced education and receive higher paying jobs, while people without 
money are limited. The average yearly cost for college in 2000 was around 
$12,000; in 2010 that cost was approximately $22,000 (nces.ed.gov). Higher 
paying jobs are those which require more education

(www.usnews.com). One of the effects of not receiving an education is 
not being able to receive a high paying job. More education provides more 
prospects for individuals to gain higher paying jobs and career advancement. 
These chances of higher wages help to eliminate many personal problems and 
social issues, most importantly economic strain. Without education people’s 

opportunities for change are limited.

Causes for unfair dispersal of wealth are vast. One cause is expensive health 
care, which costs people millions and putting them in debt. Another cause is 
low minimum wage which makes it difficult for people to earn money. Lastly, 
not having education limits wealth distribution due to not being able to receive 
high paying careers. Like John Wesley believed, there are social justice issues 
that should be addressed as followers of Christ; one of those is the unequal 
distribution of wealth.
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Andrew Richard Thomas Happ Seminary
Christopher Childs Seminary
Christopher Poulsen Seminary
Humberto Gonzalez Seminary
Jodi Rushing Seminary
Mickey Lee Wise Seminary
Rebecca Cali Seminary
Taylor M. Gould Seminary 
Abigail Peterson Post-Secondary
Alexandria Curley Post-Secondary
Annie Collins Post-Secondary
Annika J. Wasson Post-Secondary
Audri Swisher Post-Secondary
Braeden Ingersoll Post-Secondary
Brianna Nelson Post-Secondary
Brianna Wood Post-Secondary
Cade Christian Millikin Post-Secondary
Caleb Birchmier Post-Secondary
Chelsea Berry Post-Secondary
Christian Lopez Post-Secondary
Christopher Poulsen Post-Secondary
Drew Marcus Wishon Post-Secondary
Dylan Ray Malcom Post-Secondary
Evan Webb Post-Secondary
Jeffery Alan Armstrong Post-Secondary

Jillanne Ardueser Post-Secondary
Joel Schoening Post-Secondary
Kaitlyn Louk Post-Secondary
Kelly Mickael Post-Secondary
Kylie Wood Post-Secondary
Laurel Fraser Post-Secondary
Lauren Schossow Post-Secondary
Luann Benge Post-Secondary
Marissa Childress Post-Secondary
Meagan Anderson Post-Secondary
Micah Gilbert Neary Post-Secondary
Morgan Williams Masters Post-Secondary
Natasha Shehade Post-Secondary
Nina Morris Post-Secondary
Rachel Elizabeth Hill Post-Secondary
Rachel Potter Post-Secondary
Rachel Rice Post-Secondary
Riley M. Ehlers Post-Secondary
Roy Alexander Tinguely Post-Secondary
Sara K Miller Post-Secondary
Suleiman I. Ameh Post-Secondary
Taylor Barry Post-Secondary
Thomas Miller Post-Secondary
Whitney Ringleb Post-Secondary

UMF seminary and college 
scholarships awarded
Scholarships are available through the Iowa United Methodist Foundation for seminary students who are 
from Iowa and attending an approved United Methodist Seminary. Scholarships are available as well for 
students from Iowa who are planning to attend a university, college or vocational institution. Below are 
this year’s recipients.

and deep faith commitment through The United Methodist 
Church, when invited to give the Steads responded.
“Our campaign in Iowa has been driven by those who heard to 
call and chose to answer in whatever way they could,” Rev. Katie 
Dawson, the Iowa Conference Imagine No Malaria Coordinator 
noted.  “Whether that was hundreds of thousands of dollars or 
a classroom of students collecting their change...every gift is 
helping to save lives and together, we will end needless deaths 
from malaria.”

“Where better can you make a bigger difference than by gifting 
through The United Methodist Church to attack a global issue,” Mr. 
Stead asked.  “There aren’t very many places that allow investments 
like this…the funding will make a huge difference down the road…
what The United Methodist Church has raised will help put this 
global issue (Malaria) behind us.”
Click on the QR code to listen to Jerre Stead talk 
about the gift to Imagine No Malaria.  

Mary Joy and Jerre Stead give $1 million gift to Imagine No Malaria
Continued from page 12
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Iowa Annual Conference
2301 Rittenhouse Street

Des Moines, IA 50321-3101
515.283.1991

www.iaumc.org

Strike Out Malaria is June 7 at Principal 
Park. Register now. 

6th-12th grade youth from across the state are 
gathering to celebrate all we have done and will 
do to save lives from malaria!

For only $40 per-person attendees will get:
•	 The	donation	of	$10	to	help	save	a	life
•	 Tickets	 to	 the	 I-Cubs	game	with	a	 few	youth	 
 able to participate in games between innings
•	 Concert	by	Manic	Drive
•	 Supper	at	the	game,	breakfast	the	next	morning
•	 A	Strike	Out	Malaria	t-shirt
•	 Overnight	activities	on	the	outfield	–	including	 
 worship with Bishop Trimble
•	 A	 youth	 march	 to	 Annual	 Conference	 on	 
 Sunday morning!

Click here to register:  

Register for Strike Out Malaria

are connected together for the purpose of reaching out with the love 
of Christ into our communities and beyond our collective borders.”
The work of the 2014 Annual Conference session will once again 
be done in an “as paperless as possible” fashion.  The 
Pre-Conference Manual, which be downloaded 
into members’ electronic devices before the Annual 
Conference, is available at: www.iaumc.org/2014PCM 
(support instructions are available at: http://www.
iaumc.org/pages/detail/2268).
The Twitter hashtag is: #iaumc14
Five special offerings will be received: Justice for Our Neighbors, at 
the Ordering of Ministry service; Imagine No Malaria during the 
INM celebration; Nigeria Student Scholarships (Morningside and 
Simpson) during the Retirement Celebration; Diakonoi on Monday 
morning; and Bishop’s Discretionary Fund following the Episcopal 
Committee Report on Monday afternoon.
“Everything you need to know about the 2014 Annual 
Conference” is available on the Conference website at: 
http://www.iaumc.org/pages/detail/2244
The entire Annual Conference session will be live streamed.  The 
address for the live stream will be posted on the website by May 22.
Visitors are always welcome at the Annual Conference; no advance 
registration is needed.  Please visit the registration Desk to receive a 
visitor badge and further directions.

Session Highlights:
Friday, June 6 – Clergy Session begins at 4 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, Des Moines.
Saturday, June 7 – Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble calls the 171st 
Annual Conference Session to order at 9:30 a.m.  He will lead an 
opening Bible study.  Terry Montgomery will be elected as Treasurer 
and present his report and the working budget will be presented.  
Following the Episcopal Address a report of the Implementation 
Team for Strategic Priorities will be presented.  Rev. Brian Milford 
will preach at the Memorial service in the afternoon.  Hundreds of 
youth and adults will attend the Iowa Cubs game at Principal Park 
for “Strike Out Malaria”, including Bishop Trimble’s preaching at 
midnight from the top of the third base dugout.
Sunday, June 8 – 6:15 a.m., the Bishop’s Walk/Run; Bishop Linda 
Lee preaches at the Ordering of Ministry service; Imagine No 
Malaria efforts are celebrated; Laity session and the Lay Leader’s 
address in the afternoon; Retirement Celebration with Rev. Kathy 
Martin preaching at 4 p.m;. follow-up to the Prelude to Repentance 
with Dr. Eugene Fracek in the evening.
Monday, June 9 - Fixing of Appointments service in the morning 
followed by the Design Team Task Force Report; Diakonos offering; 
Episcopacy Committee Report in the afternoon; Iowa United 
Methodist Foundation annual meeting.

Annual Conference: “Imagine: A Faithful Church – A Healthy World”
Continued from page 1


