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Informa on from 
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Graduated with a J.D. and M.S. in Government Or-
ganizations and Leadership. Completed a B.S. in 
Finance, with two minors: MIS, Business Law from 
Villanova University.  
___________________________________________ 

CRISIS LINES: 
Iowa Network Against Human  

Trafficking & Slavery 
https://iowanaht.org 

 
NATIONAL HUMAN TRAFFICKING      
HOTLINE: Call to report suspicious activity or 
concerns. The national hotline will in-turn in-
form the Iowa DPS Office to Combat Human 
Trafficking. 
Contact Information: 
Helpline: (888)373-7888 or text “HELP” to 
BeFree (233733) 
Email: help@humantraffickinghotline.org 
Website: www.humantraffickinghotline.org 

STATEWIDE IOWA CRISIS LINE: Traffick-
ing victims and survivors are assisted 24/7. 
Contact Information: 
Helpline: (800)770-1650 or text “iowahelp” to 
20121 
Website: www.survivorshelpline.org 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
CHILD ABUSE HOTLINE:  For reports of 
suspected child sex trafficking. 
Contact Information: 
Helpline: (800)362-2178 
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Kevin P. 
Schwendinger 
3533 St. Catherine 
Rd. Dubuque 
County, IA 

 
Kevin Schwendinger is: 
… an educator in Science and History for 
more than 35 years in eastern Iowa, 
Kevin has been fortunate to have traveled 
extensively in- outside the U.S. for 
educational and humanitarian purposes 
from Poland to Guatemala and El 
Salvador.  His advocacy efforts regarding 
the homeless, a sustainable use of the 
environment and natural resources, as 
well as educating others of different 
forms of ‘Trafficking’, all shape his 
concern for a holistic approach to the 
care of humans and the planet. 
One unique way, Kevin chooses to 
highlight the plight of Human Slavery & 
Trafficking is to engage in conversation 
with the general public – cycling in the 
past 7 years through the states of MN, 
IA, and WI concerning the issues 
mentioned earlier; with emphasis lately 
on ‘Trafficking’ concerns. This ‘radical 
personalism’ as Dorothy Day of New York 
calls it, is all about bringing awareness of 
those who are disenfranchised and 
coerced negatively in our society.  So, he 
takes 12 days of his Summer or Fall and 
greets people on a one-to-one basis 
regarding our ‘issue’ today.   He just 
finished he latest journey from Sioux City, 
IA to Milwaukee; some 659 miles.   He 
does not solicit funds as he travels.   He 
and his wife were trained a few years ago 
by members of the Omaha Coalition 
Against Human Trafficking (with the 
support of a federal prosecutor) in 
educating the Hotel/Motel Lodging 
Industry and their staff of what to 
consider logistically at their establishment 
and supportively -  to those who could be 
‘Trafficked’ in their lodging facility. 

North Central District Board of Laity: 
Carol Kress, Dan Corrow, Duane 
Kruckenberg, Wayne Woods, Jim Lawton, 
Gary Harris, Toni Anderson, Dan Rogers, 
Kathy Weaver, Barb Clabaugh, Janice Lee, 
and Jim Barnett  



Please bring supplies needed for “Wings of Refuge” a Christ-
centered restorative home that focuses on the restoration of the 
survivors of domestic sex trafficking: Gift cards (Walmart, Target, 
HyVee, Fareway), cleaning supplies, 13 gallon tall  kitchen bags, 
batteries , stamps. 

In 2013, Joy watched a documentary that would 
change her life. The film focused on modern day 
slavery, specifically sexual slavery. Joy learned 
that there are twenty-seven million slaves in the 
world today and wondered what she, a small town 
businesswoman in Iowa, could do to help the 
millions of people who are brought and sold every 
day throughout the world. Joy felt passionately 
called to serve. So she did what Iowans do best: 
rolled up her sleeves and got to work. Joy and her 
husband sold their business and joined others in 
the fight against modern day slavery. 
 
Hundreds of hours of research, prayer, training 
and planning culminated in the birth of Wings of 
Refuge: an organization committed to the restora-
tion of survivors of domestic sex trafficking. Wings 
of Refuge, based in Iowa, is a safe place for fe-
male survivors to focus on holistic healing and 
restoration; while empowering them to a life of 
hope and possibilities. Joy is a mother of five and 
resides in Iowa Falls with her husband, Aaron. Her 
experiences working as family teacher, youth min-
istry leader and small business owner have given 
her the foundation to serve as the Development 
Director for Wings of Refuge. Joy is also a survivor 
of childhood sexual abuse and personally knows 
the power of overcoming. 

Michael J. Ferjak,  
B.S., M.A 
Executive Consultant 
for Human Trafficking 
YSS - Ames, IA 
 
Mike Ferjak’s law enforcement career 
started in 1976 in suburban Chicago, 

Illinois. From 1976 to 1998 he served as a Patrol Of-
ficer, Sergeant, Captain and Chief of Police. In 1998, 
he was recruited by the Iowa Department of Justice as 
the lead investigator for its Sexually Violent Predator 
Unit. In 2004, he was placed on special assignment to 
the Iowa Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI) Cyber
-Crime Unit where he served on the federal Internet 
Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Task Force while con-
tinuing to work as the criminal investigator for the 
Attorney General’s Area Prosecutions Division. 

In 2012, Mike was selected by the Attorney General of 
Iowa to lead the Department of Justice Human Traf-
ficking Enforcement and Prosecution Task Force. In 
that role he worked closely with leaders at the local, 
state and federal levels developing law enforcement 
and operational intelligence response capacity, specific 
victim services training and community outreach and 
allied professional education efforts. 

In September of 2016, Mike retired from the Iowa 
Department of Justice completing a 39 year career of 
service in law enforcement. He also provides his ser-
vices as a consultant and trainer to government and 
non-government agencies on the issues of child sexual 
exploitation, human trafficking and provides in-depth 
investigative training to regulatory and public safety 

officers and agents from state, federal and pro-
vincial agencies throughout the United States and 
Canada and remains in service with the Iowa 
ICAC Task Force as an instructor. 

Mike is an honor graduate of the Iowa Law En-
forcement Academy and also graduated with 
honors from Upper Iowa University wit a degree 
in Public Administration with a Law Enforcement 
emphasis. He earned his Master’s Degree in 
Criminal Justice from Simpson College. Areas of 
concentration in his professional experience in-
clude highly specialized training in written verbal 
and non-verbal communication analysis, criminal 
behavioral assessment and threat assessment. 

He has served on the faculty of the Federal Law 
Enforcement Training Center and is an invited 
guest lecturer at Drake University's Law School 
speaking on sex crimes, sexual predators and 
human trafficking issues. He is also an adjunct 
professor for three Iowa College and University 
criminal justice programs. Mike is a recognized 
expert on Human Trafficking and has been called 
to testify before the Iowa Legislature and the 
United States Congress on the topic of Human 
Trafficking. 

Mike is a retired career military officer with twen-
ty-seven years of service in the United States 
Army and reserve forces including three tours of 
duty as a commanding officer. 

 

Joy Fopma 
Wings of Refuge 

Development Director 


