
I grew up on a farm at Dexter and attended the Dexter United Methodist Church.  
I went on to graduate from Dexfield High School in 1972 and married Cheryl 
Goldsberry from Minburn in 1973.  After graduating with an Animal Science 
degree from Iowa State University in 1976, I settled in rural Dallas Center where I 
ran the daily operations of Rhinehart Farms Inc. cattle feedlot for ten years. We 
attended the Minburn UMC and were active in young adults, youth ministry, and 
the Walk to Emmaus.  
 
After a powerful call to ministry in 1987, we moved to a student pastorate in the 
Corydon Parish and I enrolled at St. Paul School of Theology in Kansas City.   
 
In 1990 following my seminary graduation, I was appointed an Associate Pastor to 
Faith UMC Parish of Humboldt County in a new 1600-member congregation 
covering four communities engaging in what was known as “The Blend.”   
 
In 1993, I was appointed to Belle Plaine Christ UMC where I worked to stabilize 
the congregation and offer myself to the community.    
 
In 2000, I accepted an appointment to Salem UMC in Council Bluffs. During the 
ten-year appointment, the congregation grew rapidly in membership, facilities, 
and Spiritual depth.  
 
Then in 2010, I was appointed by Bishop Trimble as the Central District 
Superintendent in Des Moines where I spent six years, serving the last year as the 
Dean of the Appointive Cabinet. During this time, I also served as a Trustee to 
Simpson College and was a delegate to General Conference.      
 
In 2016, I accepted my final appointment to Knoxville First UMC in Knoxville, Iowa 
where I worked to re-build the membership, facilities, and Spiritual depth of the 
congregation. On June 30, 2021, following a 34-year ministry I will retire.  
 
I especially want to remembe and give thanks my family and the folks in each 
ministry setting where I served. 
 
—David Weesner 


