
Service of Healing for the Local Church 

arranged by Jon and Lana Williams 
 
 

Introduction: 

Scripture strongly affirms ministries of spiritual healing as God’s work to bring about reconciliation 
between God and humanity, among individuals and communities, and all of creation. All healing is of 
God. It is not magic, but a great mystery of God’s love. God does not promise that we shall be spared 
suffering but does promise to be with us in suffering. It is in trusting that promise that we are able to 
recognize God’s sustaining presence in pain, sickness, injury, pandemic, division, grief and so much 
more. The greatest healing of all is the reunion or reconciliation of relationship with God. It is to that end 
this service has been developed for your use or adaptation. (Adapted from the UM Book of Worship 
p613-614). 

 
Preparing to Worship (Unison) 

Jesus said, “I have come that you may have life, and have it abundantly.” 
 

#Opening Hymn 
 

#Call to Worship 

Leader: This past year has brought separation, 
People: but Your love has never changed. 

Leader: This past year has brought isolation, 

People: but You remain ever-present. 

Leader: This past year has brought fear, 

People: but Your presence brings courage. 

Leader: This past year has been a year of intensified division, 

People: but Your Word continues to unite. 

Leader: So much seems to have changed, 

People: but God’s love and grace never change! 

 
The Prayer of Saint Francis UMH#481 

 

Hymn “Lord, Have Mercy” or “Kyrie Eleison” UMH#482-484 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the Scriptures are read and your 
Word is proclaimed, we may hear what you say to us today. Amen. 

 
Old Testament Reading Psalm 146 
New Testament Reading James 5:13-16 



Sermon 
 

Prayer of Lament 

O God, you are our help and strength, our refuge in times of trouble. In you our ancestors trusted; they 
trusted and you delivered. When we do not know how to pray as we ought, your very Spirit intercedes 
for us with sighs too deep for words. We plead for intercession now. 
 
Desolation and destruction are in our streets. Fear and divisions dance before us. Our hearts are faint; 
our knees tremble; our bodies quake; our faces reflect the realities of this world. We have been 
separated, fearful, angry, frustrated, confused, uncertain, lonely, and divided. 

 
Naming our laments before God 

(Allow/encourage the sharing of laments before God. Allow a time of crying out to God in agony. This is 
about creating space for honesty before God about naming our hurts, pains, struggles, frustrations, etc 
because God already knows them.  This may be a time of publicly sharing laments aloud with silence 
between each lament in which you could add “Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.” Or laments could be 
reflected upon silently.) 

 
How long must we endure this devastation? How long will destruction lay waste and violence flourish 
while peace is taken prisoner? Do not cast us off in times of trouble. Come to our help; redeem us for 
the sake of your steadfast love.  For you are a gracious God abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 

 
Together we have named, identified, and reflected upon our laments knowing that you hear us. Unite us 
now, by the power of the cross, through which You redeemed the world. Lead us to abide in Christ as we 
live in the realities of this world. As we see suffering, conflict, and evil unite us as believers who invite 
Christ’s love to flow through us. Link us with You, one another in this congregation and within the church 
universal. Help us to set aside our differences and live a life of love. We pray for unity in our nation, our 
state, our county, our community, and our congregation. Despite our differences, unite us together in 
compassion and grace through Jesus Christ. Lord in your mercy...Hear our prayer. Amen 

(Adapted from “Let the Whole Church Say Amen” 94-95.) 

 
Hymn “Spirit of the Living God” UMH#393 (3x) 

 

Thanksgiving Over the Oil 

O God, the giver of health and salvation, we give thanks to you for the gift of oil. As your holy apostles 
anointed many who were sick and healed them, so pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on this gift that 
those who in faith and repentance receive this anointing may be made whole; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen (UMBOW Pastor’s Pocket Edition, 99-100). 



Prayers for Healing and Wholeness with Anointing 

Notes to consider: 
Due to the pandemic, we recommend dipping a qtip in oil and applying it to the forehead of each 
person then dispose of it (new qtip for each person). 
Also, you can offer to anoint the palm of a person to maintain a safer distance (anointer and anointed 
hands extended). 

2 options: 
• Pastor and/or Lay Leader/Laity anoint 

o (need oil and qtips for each person to make a sign of the cross on forehead/hand. 

• Everyone participates 

o (need enough oil and qtips for the congregation with stations of supplies to anoint one 
another) 

o This option focuses on the community and the importance of each participant within the 
church family. 

 
Pastor: The ministry of Jesus invites us to new life in God and with each other. In the ministry of 

anointing, we proclaim the Good News that God desires us to be healthy and one in the body of 
Christ. You are invited to come forward for a specific concern and share that if you feel led or you may 
remain silent and receive a blessing. As a reminder, this act is a tangible expression of the healing 
presence of Jesus Christ. The oil points beyond itself and those doing the anointing to the action of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
Name, I anoint you with oil 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Prayer after Anointing 

Almighty God, we pray that we may be comforted in our suffering and that we be made whole. When 

we are afraid, give us courage. When we feel weak, grant us your strength. When we are afflicted, 

afford us patience. When we are lost, offer us hope. When we are alone, move us closer to you. In the 

name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

(Anointing adapted from UMBOW, 620-621.) 

 
#Closing Hymn 

 

Blessing 

Go with the confidence that the Lord hears your prayers. 
Go with the Word of Truth on your tongue. 
Go with God’s blessings, ready to bless, in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
(The Joyful Feast: Liturgical Elements, 150) 

 
Sending Forth Hymn 



A few Hymn Suggestions: 

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms UMH#133 
Breathe on Me, Breath of God UMH#420 
Jesus, Lover of My Soul UMH#479 
There is a balm in Gilead UMH#375 
Precious Lard, Take My Hand UMH#474 

Heal Us, Emmanuel, Hear Our Prayer UMH#266 

 
A few Contemporary Worship Song Suggestions: 

Give Me Jesus by Danny Gokey or Fernando Ortega 

Heal Our Land by Kari Jobe 

He Will Carry Me by Mark Schultz 


