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Many of you from outside the region are looking 
to physically respond with ERT teams. The North-
eastern Jurisdiction has over 1500 persons 
trained and badged through our UMCOR process. 
We have thousands more who have responded 
to flooding from Hurricane Irene and Tropical 
Storm Lee. The Greater NJ conference has 150 
ERT and New York conference over 500. These 
conferences have been fielding their ERT teams 
this past week. Their Disaster Response coordi-
nators have been busy with the relief process 
and setting up logistics for further response.  
 
So what does this mean? We are establishing a 
process whereby teams can 
register in each of the areas. 
First priority will be given to 
teams responding from the 
Northeast as less resources 
will be required for them to 
respond. Many of the areas 
are still in the Emergency 
Phase and even credentialed 
persons are being denied access by National 
Guard and regional police unless they are from 
the area.  
 
PLEASE BE PATIENT. 
There are already numerous reports of unaffiliat-
ed and unrequested volunteers hampering the 
recovery efforts. We do not want the United 
Methodist church highlighted as one of these 
groups.  
 
For ERT teams (only team leader register your 

group): 
Greater New Jersey - send email to: DisasterRe-
sponse@gnjumc.org 
You will be contacted by a representative of the 
conference disaster team. 
Please list : Name and contact info, Church, An-
nual Conference, team size, dates available to 
respond. 
New York Conference: Go to www.nyac.com 
and register on their website with information 
requested. 
Pen-Del Conference: Email to: pastor-
rich@att.net  
You will be contacted by a representative of the 

conference disaster team. 
Please list : Name and con-
tact info, Church, Annual 
Conference, team size (5-7 
recommended), dates avail-
able.  
 
We will be needing teams 
in the region for the fore-

seeable future and will be establishing a process 
for teams. Thank you for looking to serve and 
we want you here with us - at the appropriate 
time and through channels established by the 
affected conferences. 
MEANWHILE - continue to collect supplies for 
Cleanup buckets and Health kits. We have al-
ready distributed thousands and will need thou-
sands more. Your gift to UMCOR US Disaster 
Response, Hurricanes 2012, Advance #3021787, 
will help UMCOR to be with storm survivors 
over the long term of their recovery. PRAY!!! 

You have all been watching the catastrophe unfold in the Superstorm Sandy affected areas. It is not 
good, but there are many beacons of hope that are shining through the dark places. Churches are 
reaching out to their communities providing shelter, warmth, fellowship, and comfort. They are be-
ing "the church." They are doing their very best with an awesome support system that we call the 
United Methodist church.  

It is not good, but there are many 

beacons of hope that are shining 

through the dark places.  
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V I M  M e x i c o   
By Caro le  Li l j ed ah l  
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I am always so thankful and grate-
ful for the generous support given 
to Iowa Volunteers in Mission over 
the years. While team members 
pay their own personal expenses, 
the money donated for construc-
tion materials determines the 
amount and type of work we can 
do in 10 days. This year the Iowa 
VIM MX team went to a border 
town, Rio Bravo, Mexico in the 
state of Tampaulipas. We were 
only seven members on the team: 
three women and four men. Pas-
tor Mike Druhl, Manchester, IA, 
was the team coordinator. While 
we worked again with Willie Ber-
man, a GBGM missionary, we also 
worked with the VIM Methodist 
Mexico organization called Manos 
Juntas (Hands Together).  
 
Manos Juntas is a 15-year-old or-
ganization started by the Oklaho-
ma VIM and transferred to the 
Eastern Conference of The Mexico 
Methodist Church two years ago. 
Not only do Manos Juntas and 
Willie help to line up the work and 
supplies for our team but they fur-
nished interpreters, extra workers, 
equipment, and housing for the 
team, plus Rita, who prepared our 
meal each evening. Our living con-
ditions were the best we have ev-
er had… God is good. 
 
Work was done at the La Luz de 
Evangelica Methodist Church 

getting it ready for Ronald McDonald-
type housing for families that will have 
family members /patients staying in 
the new hospital that is to open in Rio 
Bravo this year. Much concrete was 
placed, a stairway to the second floor 
was moved, bathrooms were painted 
and repaired, and sewing/quilting clas-
ses were held each day for women in 
the Ferrocarril 4 Colonia. The team of 
men went to Progresso for two days to 
work at a pre-school, a health clinic a 
school for children with disabilities. 
They were also at the Pueblo de Dios 
compound in Reynosa where a wall 
was relocated to get ready for a pre-
school to begin there. 
 
While money donated was used to buy 
gravel, sand, concrete, eight fans with 
lights, paint, concrete blocks, lumber, 
etc., a portion of the money was also 
donated to equip and finish the kitchen 
and lunch room at the La Luz church 
where they started a free midday 
lunch program for the students in that 
colonia during the school term. We 
were present for the first day when 
they served 73 children .…. rice, chick-
en, beans. What a great break for us to 
have all the children come and eat in 
the middle of the day. 
 
Team members on the Iowa VIM Mexi-
co 2012 team were: Mike Druhl, Man-
chester; Gary and Shelia Ruka, Bel-
mond; Boyd Crees, Goldfield; Naomi 
Morris, Waterloo; Myron Luers, Keota; 
Carole Liljedahl, Missouri Valley. 



A Vo l u n te e r ’s  Vo i c e  
By Charlene Cobb, Member of New Hope United Methodist Church, Des Moines, IA  
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Dick and I were born and grew up in 
Springfield, Illinois, but have not lived 
there for years. We do try to go back 
to the area at least once a year to see 
family and friends. 

 

As we were planning our trip to cen-
tral Illinois this year, we thought, 
“Why not turn it into a mini-mission 
trip and see if we could work at the 
Midwest Mission Distribution Cen-
ter?”  Neither of us had been there 
before, but we had heard about it. 
Dick and I were so glad that we made 
that decision. Our schedule allowed us 
to volunteer for a couple of days. 

 

Midwest Mission Distribution Center 
(MMDC) is a caring ministry related to 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference in 
the North Central Jurisdiction of the 
United Methodist Church and a coop-
erating depot in the UMCOR relief 
supply network. It is located on eight 
acres in Chatham, Illinois. MMDC only 
has four full-time staff members; 
therefore, they rely heavily on all vol-
unteers. 

 

MMDC provides a “hands on” mission 
experience—and it doesn’t matter 
what your talents or abilities happen 
to be. Volunteers from all over the 
Midwest come for a half-day, one day 
a week, one day a month, a week, two 
weeks, or longer. Some of the items 
sent out from MMDC are disaster re-
lief kits, school kits, sewing machines, 
bicycles, and wheel chairs. 

We worked from 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
on Friday and from 9:00 A.M. to Noon on 
Saturday, packaging two components of 
the disaster relief kits. Everything is 
counted, labeled, and packaged. Two 
women with walking and vision challeng-
es worked with us. Together we had fun 
and accomplished a lot working for the 
Lord. No job is too small; all talents are 
used. While we were there, volunteers 
worked on projects such as preparing 
health kits, repairing sewing machines, 
making school desks, and doing yard 
work. 

 

We stayed in one of the two duplexes. 
They are lodging possibilities for a mar-
ried couple. The duplexes are nice facili-
ties, including one bedroom, private 
bathroom, living room with TV/games/
puzzles, dining area, and full kitchen with 
refrigerator, stove, microwave, coffee 
maker and all the dishes, cookware, 
glassware, and silverware that you need. 
Volunteers are responsible for preparing 
their own meals and cleaning up the area 
before leaving. This 
means that if you use 
MMDC’s towels, sheets, 
pillowcases, and dish 
cloths, you must do laun-
dry before you leave. Of 
course, you could bring 
your own so you don’t 
have to do laundry. 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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There is a dorm facility with several 
rooms with bunk beds, a large com-
mon room with TV, large kitchen, 
men’s and women’s bathrooms with 
showers. The larger volunteer groups 
stay in the dorm. There are also sever-
al hookups for RV’s. 

 

Chatham is located in central Illinois, 
just outside of Springfield. For sight-
seeing during your time off, you could 
visit Lincoln’s Home, Lincoln’s Tomb, 
the Lincoln Library and Museum, and 
New Salem, a replica of the town 

Abraham Lincoln lived in as a young man. 
Since we had already seen these sights, 
we went to dinner and visited with 
friends Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 
evenings. Sunday morning it was up early 
to eat breakfast, clean up the duplex, do 
the laundry, pack the car and meet one 
of our nephew’s and his family for 
church. 

 

For many in Iowa, central Illinois is not a 
very long drive—6½ hours from Des 
Moines—for a mission trip—closer than 
Haiti! We found the staff very helpful, 
organized, loving, kind and efficient. We 
are planning to go back there again next 
year—if not before. Why not schedule 
your next driving trip into Illinois as a 
mini-mission trip and take time to volun-
teer at MMDC?  What a way one person 
can make a difference! To contact them 
regarding volunteering and scheduling a 
trip, call (217) 483-7911 or visit them on 
the Web www.midwestmissiondc.org. 

 

A Vo l u n te e r ’s  Vo i c e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

http://www.midwestmissiondc.org


I ow a  Pro je c t s  
 
CHILDREN AND FAMILY URBAN MINISTRIES, 1548 8th St, Des Moines, IA 50311. Contact: 

Linda Danielson or Abigail Livingood, 515-282-3242, linda@cfum.org, Abigail@cfum.org. Sever-
al options available for A, S, 20 max:  
All Day Programming: Mar 11-15 & April 22-26, 2013. Academic, recreational, & creative ac-

tivities with grades K-5. 8AM – 5PM.  
Cleaning Projects: weekdays any dates except All Day Programming weeks. 9AM-12 noon or 

9AM-3PM, includes kitchen, dining room, classrooms and library, maintenance in all rooms. 
Cornerstone Renovation: Skilled carpenters, plumbers, electricians and painters who could 
work on repair and renovation projects in the building.  

 
MARION CARES, 766 13 St Marion, IA 52302. Marion Cares serves at-risk children and fami-

lies at five different sites in Marion, IA. They can tailor a mission trip for your group. Service 
options include assisting with summer or after school programming (Bible learning, games, art, 
reading, gardens), Community Gardens, canvassing neighborhoods, and cooking classes. Check 

out the Marion Cares Website www.marioncares.org. Contact Joe Polzin, joe@marioncares.org , 
319-377-5344. Prefer 4-10 team members. 

 
NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS, 1411 Brady, Davenport, IA 52803. 563-323-5295 F: 563-
322-2800, jolenespeth@thecenter-davenport.com, Pennie Kellenberger, C: 563-370-7869, pen-

niekellenberger@thecenter-davenport.com. For YOUTH TEAMs. Working in the heart of the 
Hilltop urban neighborhood of Davenport, IA. Home repair, yard work, serving meals, homeless 

ministry, neighborhood outreach, etc. Cost $250 / participant ( housing, breakfast, lunch) 
Evening meal not included. Need teams in June, July and August. Y, F, I . RV nearby. Max 15 
students w/ 3 adults. 

 
OKOBOJI CAMP & RETREAT CENTER, Bryan Johnson, 21413 154th St Place, Spirit Lake, IA 

51360. 712/336-2936; 866-856-9862, okoboji.camp@iaumc.org. www.okobojicamp.com, Exte-
rior & Interior painting, power washing and staining, general clean up/repairs, vehicle mainte-
nance, plumbing, electrical, landscaping, carpentry, organizing and tinkering projects. The 

Okoboji Camp is a safe place for kids to learn, grow and share their faith. All hands on deck!. J, 
S, A, RV. Max 40. 

 
PICTURED ROCKS UM CAMP & RETREAT CENTER, Patric Newton, 12004 190th St., Monti-

cello, IA 52310, 1-866-651-1223, F: 319/465-6022, Picturedrocks.camp@iaumc.org. Trail 
clearing and maintenance, tree trimming/brush cleanup, wood splitting, outdoor bench repairs/
construction, grounds beautification, fall leaf raking. Sleep on site (lodges or tents). Meals pre-

pared on site. Provide own transportation. Enjoy Frisbee golf, rock climbing, team bldg/
challenge course, zip line, caving, canoeing, and swimming (indoor). J, S, A, RV. Max 40.  

  

WESLEY WOODS CAMP & RETREAT CENTER, Tiffany Arnold (Retreat & Vol. Coord.) 10896 

Nixon St., Indianola, IA 50125. tiffanya@wesleywoodsiowa.org, 515-961-4523 ext. 101 or 1-

800-684-7753. Camp upkeep, remodeling lodges or cabins for year-round retreats, set up of 

outpost sites for summer camping season, carpentry, plumbing, painting, insulating, and siding. 

Fence work, clearing brush, trail maintenance, chopping and hauling wood. Three hours of work 

will equal 1/2 price lodging. Can provide meals. Contact us for prices. J, S, A, OA, on site RV. 

Max 30. www.wesleywoodsiowa.org  
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M i s s i o n  Tr i p  
By Maria Wiblin 

Receiving Newsletters 

In the last week of July 2012, 22 

youth and 5 adults from two dif-

ferent churches, Manson UMC and 

St. Mark's UMC in Iowa City, 

headed to Motown (Detroit) for 

the Motown mission trip. While 

there youth had the opportunity  

to help with home clean up, home 

repairs and also boarding up 

abandoned homes. Youth had the 

opportunity to meet a group from 

Kansas and get to know youth from 

another church in Iowa. During the 

afternoons and evenings there was 

the opportunity to explore Detroit 

and learn more about the city, it's 

people and some of the economic 

problems Detroit faces. Some of the 

group had the opportunity to meet 

one of the Tuskegee Airmen and 

learn more about unique and brave 

men who helped to change history. 

2 n d  A n n u a l  C o n fe re n c e  Yo u th  M i n i s t r y  

M i s s i o n  Tr i p  
By Maria Wiblin 

The trip in 2013 will be to Mountain 
T.O.P., which is the Tennessee Outreach 
Project in the Cumberland Mountains. 
We will be doing lots of home repair and 
then in the evenings having some wor-
ship, as well as learning more about the 
area. This is a great opportunity to get 
youth to step outside their comfort zone 
and to work with youth from our confer-
ence and from other places. Here's 
some information that you will need: 

When: July 20th - 29th (maybe 28th)
Where: Cumberland Mountains 
Why:  It's fun to help others 
Cost: $375.00/person (If churches bring 
at least a 7 passenger van, for every ve-
hicle we will pay one person's registra-

tion fee) 

What does the $375 get me?  

All meals during the 21st-27th (The other 
days are travel days so each person/
church will be responsible for meals to and 
from), evening activities, and a t-shirt. 

We will spend the day (or part of a day) at 
an amusement park on the way back. 

Where can I learn more 
about Mountain T.O.P.?  

http://www.mountain-top.org/ 

What if I have questions?  

Contact Maria Wiblin by 
email maria.wiblin@gmail.com  

Notify Dan or Jean Houston if you would like to receive e-mailed Confer-

ence updates and emailed Jurisdiction UMVIM newsletters and updates.  

 

Dan and Jean Houston 

1530 Quill Avenue 

Madrid, IA 50156 
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515-432-1226 

danhouston84@yahoo.com 

mjhouston19@yahoo.com 



S a v e  th e  D a t e s  

P a g e  7  U M  V o l u n t e e r s  i n  M i s s i o n  

 

Everyone is welcome at Roundup, old, young, those who have been on a VIM mission and those who 

would like to know more about Mission Volunteering. It is a time to renew friendships, meet new peo-

ple, and share our stories and our visions. It is a gathering experience for work, worship, learning and 

fellowship. 

 

Save  t he  da t e s  and  
Wat ch  t h i s  sp ace  fo r  

mo r e  in fo r mat io n  abo ut  
I OWA  UMVI M ROUN DUP  

 

A UGUST  16  –  18 ,  2013  
 

OKOBOJ I  
UN I TED  METH ODI ST  

CA MP  

 
Camp Address: 21413 154th Street Place, Spirit Lake, IA 51360 

Phone 866.856.9862, E-mail: okoboji.camp@iaumc.org 

 

 

DIRECTIONS TO CAMP 

 
At the Junction of Highway 9 & 71 (Wal-Mart), in Spirit Lake, go West on 9 for 1/2 mile. Turn left 

(south) on 155th Street; Travel 2 miles then turn right on 215th - North Campus sign is on your left. 

 



IOWA CONFERENCE VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION COMMITTEE 
 

Conference Coordinator – Kathy Martin, 3259 Stone Park Blvd, Sioux City, IA 51104-2253, 712-490-1369, martink@morningside.edu 
 

Central – Everett Laning, 816 Robin Glen Ave, Indianola, IA 50125-1087, 515-926-5200, ruev@wesleythevillage.net  

East Central – Marcus Beebe, 2415 Kenway Blvd SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404, 319-362-2326, beardedwonder52@aol.com 
 

North Central – Boyd Crees, 1535 Hwy 3, Goldfield, IA 50542-7557, 515-825-3939, boyde@live.com.mx 

Northeast - Larry and Kathy Bigelow, 834 Dohrmann Street, Jesup, IA 50648, 319-827-6144, bigelowl@jtt.net 

Northwest – Dean Gabhart, 690 14th Avenue NE, Sioux Center, IA 51250, 712-541-8367,  deang@mtcnet.net   

South Central – Russell Jarvis, 20334 Wheat Ave, Bloomfield, IA 52537-7921, 641- 675-3273, rjarvis@troyelevatorinc.com 

Southeast – Arly and Peg Ellingson, 102 Burlington Street, Libertyville, IA 52567, 641-693-4701 

        Arley: pastorarley@hotmail.com Peg: pellingson@usa.net  

Southwest – Carole Liljedahl, 1619 305th Street, Missouri Valley, IA  51555, 402-943-9797, carole@liljedahl.us 
 

RxConneXion -  

TeachUM – Melisa Bracht-Wagner, 404 S. Main St, Mount Pleasant, IA 52641-2227, 319-929-3281, melisa.brachtwagner@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor - Sheryl Houston, 8209 Hammontree Drive, Urbandale, IA 50322, 515-252-7571, shoust3@mchsi.com 
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