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Greetings from the district Lay Leadership Team.  Our district can be really proud of its 
laity!  There are so many of us that serve in many areas of our local churches as well as 
outside of the church. 
       We are happy to report that 77 have gone that extra mile and received training so 
they can serve at a higher level with more education in the United Methodist Church.   
Each person is required to turn in their lay servant report at charge conference time and 

take an advanced course every 3 years.  If they do not comply with these few requirements, they are not eligible to 
stay on the list of servants or be placed on the pulpit supply list for our district.  
      14 have taken a basic course and an advanced class to become Lay Servants.  They wanted to take that extra step 
in leadership to assist in ministry within their local church. 
     43 have completed the basic course plus 7 courses, have been interviewed, and approved by the district laity team 
to become Lay Speakers.  They took those extra steps to fill the pulpit when the pastor is gone and lead in their local 
church. 
     4 have become Lay Ministers. They were a Lay Servant plus attend School for Lay Ministry, were interviewed by 
and approved by the district Laity team.  Lay Ministers develop their own ministry in partnership with their pastor, 
within or outside their local church.     
      We also are happy to report we have 7 laity that are assigned to lead a local church.  We have more laity serving 
as worship leaders assigned to a church than any other district in Iowa.   
       We praise God for the dedication of each of these leaders.  The laity is so important!  They are becoming more 
important each day, and as time goes on, we will be in desperate need of dedicated leaders.  We hope you will 
prayerfully consider taking some classes and joining this wonderful group of leaders. 
       A special thanks to Dolores Mooty who spends countless hours going over your reports and compiling all the 
information. 
      We thank all the wonderful class leaders that take their time to pass on the knowledge needed to serve our 
churches well.  If you would like to lead a class, please let our team know and we will be happy to help you get it set 
up to meet all the class requirements. 
     We thank all pastors for being the inspiration, motivation and support we so desperately need.   
     Again, we thank each and every one of our laity for the service and leadership that keeps our churches not only 
running but thriving!  Blessings to each of you from your NE District Laity Team! 
 
Karen Sage, Lay Servant Co-Chair 
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