
"Save the Dates" 

May 18-20, 2018 for the 19
th
 quadrennial Assembly in Columbus, OH.  

If you haven't done so already, make plans to attend.  Come by car, 

bus, train or plane, but be there!!!    https://umwassembly.org/news/ 

   

 

 

 

 

 

President – Lynn Calvert 

Dear children keep away from anything 
that might take God’s place in your 
hearts. 1 John 5:21 NLT 

Above is the scripture focus for February.  
How timely this word is.  We are 
struggling just now with divineness in our 

Country and our Church.  It is easy to feel despair and 
hopelessness.  Not so!  We know God is in control.  Our 
Purpose challenges and supports us in our efforts to 
continue our mission work.  We need each other.  We 
need to strengthen and encourage one another.  We need 
to continue to pray for each other.  We need to continue 
to work for women and children.  We can and will! 

National United Methodist Women provides us with great 
resources.  Please use these resources as often as you 
meet.  The web site also has the new handbook on line.  It 
will also be available through Mission Resources soon.  
This is an important book for us to have.  I hope you will 
get it and read it.  This is the way we keep current in 
United Methodist Women. 

March 23 is Day of Giving to the Legacy Fund.  If you have 
not sent your donation, please do.  This assures that UMW 
will be able to continue for our daughters and 
granddaughters. 

Assembly is May 18-20, 2018 in Columbus, Ohio.  I 
challenge you to send one woman from your church—
maybe someone not yet a member, but who you know 
would be encouraged by this time, or someone who has 
always wanted to go but couldn’t before.  Be creative!  

North Central Jurisdiction is June 26-28, 2020.  You will 
receive more information as time goes on.  Be sure to get 
the date on your calendar now. 

I hope you have been using our daily prayer focus.  Bishop 
Laurie says she appreciates our prayers as we pray for her 
the first day of each month.  We know prayer changes 

things, and we know that all of us can do this.  I encourage 
you to let people know you are praying for them.  

Gift in Memory cards can be used for more than 
memorials.  Please take advantage of them as a way to 
honor someone and support mission. 

Congratulations to the Modale unit.  Read their story in 
February response. We all have a story!  I hope you will 
share yours.  You can send them to response, to me 
(lyksmc@aol.com) or to Kathy Pettinger.  

I want to talk a bit about the difference between a 
member of the United Methodist Church and a member of 
United Methodist Women.  Most of us wear both of these 
hats.  As a member of UMC, we work with all other 
members to support our local church, our district and our 
conference.  This may include serving on boards, working 
on local missions, or raising funds for the physical needs of 
our church.  As members of United Methodist Women, we 
can also work with others in the church.  Our focus is on 
mission to women, children and youth. We have three 
State mission organizations.  We offer Mission u to learn 
together.  We have district and conference meetings and 
workshops to teach and challenge us, and support us in 
our Purpose.   

One local church has “supportive groups”.  These are 
women who cannot commit to monthly meetings but 
support UMW through their giving, prayers and work on 
short term projects.  Great idea!  

Thank you to each one.  Your being in UMW is important.  
You do great work.  You are dedicated women and you are 
an inspiration to many.  I hope to meet many of you face 
to face!  You are in my prayers.  Blessings on your service.   

Lynn Calvert 

150 Dartmouth, Iowa City, IA  52245  
319-541-8367,  lyksmc@aol.com 
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Vice President 

Road Maps Needed: 

Whether it is a traditional paper map or a GPS which talks you through every step of the way, we all need directions 
when we are on a journey, so we get to the right place at the end of the journey.  In January, your Leadership Team met 
to set the 2017 goals.  We discussed that we needed some guidelines with the goal, just like there are still road signs and 
markers of where to turn when we travel, so we have some examples on how the goal could be met and measured.  We 
are focusing on one goal which encompasses all four priorities.  Please use this as a guideline as you set your District and 
Unit goals, and carry out the PURPOSE OF UMW this year, knowing God and doing Mission in a supportive community! 

2017 Goal for Iowa Conference UMW 

Think, Learn, Live, Give, Listen, Act & Pray...to promote justice in Climate Justice, Economic Inequality, Criminalization of 
Communities of Color, and Maternal & Child Health by: 

1) Providing a speaker list which can be used by local units on each area 

2) Promoting legislative awareness and activities (eg Legislative Day, Advocacy Network newsletters, etc.) 

3) Offering specific prayers at the beginning of all meetings on the four priorities 

4) Participating in collaborative activities with other agencies on these areas 

5) Attending Mission u studies 

6) Collecting money/items for local food pantries in communities hosted by our meetings 

Be Blessed and Share your Blessings!         Gladys Alvarez 

1140  45
th

 Street, Des Moines, IA  50311-3414, 
515-277-7337 home, 515-244-2267 work, GKNA2001@aol.com 

Treasurer 

Greetings, 

I send my thanks to all for your giving in 2016.  Our pledge to National was $575,000.00.  The actual amount sent was 
$528,419.85.  The pledge for 2017 is $500.000.00.  It is sad we have to continue to reduce our pledge to National.  
Please do not forget United Methodist Women primary goal is to empower women and youth to care for themselves, 
their families, escape violent home life and to provide leadership in their communities.  As we reduce our giving, the less 
we have to spend to help our sisters who cannot experience the life each of us know and experience.   

I continue to encourage you to read response.  There is no better way for you to find out how your money is being spent.  
I refer to you an article in the January 2017 response “Changing Times for Nepal’s Women”.  This article “tugged” at my 
heart!  How would you like to leave home at 4:30 a.m. to catch a bus to attend a school?  One woman studying to be a 
physician walks an hour and a half to catch a bus to the capital to attend her classes.  Many families are still living in 
tents since the earthquake in April 2015.  Our own United Methodist Women help support these women in scholarships, 
providing safe havens from violence, trade schools, and small loans, to start business which provides ways for them to 
have a better life. 

A reminder, your treasurer books are to be audited each year.  If you use your Church EIN (Employer Identification 
Number) your church audit committee can do it. 

In closing, this was part of a litany taken from a book of worship by Nancy R. McMaster, “In the spirit of Jesus who came 
not to be served but to serve, we now must walk in the world.  We must reach out our hands with the help and open our 
hearts in love.  Awake in us the desire to seek your way of serving you in the world, Amen.” 

Ritzanna Seaton 

1670 – 220
th

 St., Batavia, IA  52533, 
641-693-4145, rdseaton37@gmail.com 
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       Save the Date 

 

Iowa Conference 
United Methodist Women’s Event 

 

Sunday, June 11, 2017 
During supper break 

Wesley UMC  
800 E. 12th; DSM 

 

PROGRAM: Intergenerational Mission Trip Experience 
 

Supper tickets: $10  
(write checks to Iowa Conference UMW) 

 
RSVP to Gladys Alvarez at gkna2001@aol.com  

Or call 515-277-7337 
Mail check and reservation form below to:  

Gladys Alvarez, 1140 45th Street; Des Moines, Iowa 50311 
 

 
 
Name(s): ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of Tickets: ___________                 Total amount:____________________ 
 
Unit/District: _______________________________________________________ 
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Secretary 

"Write it Down" 

Journals, or diaries, can be valuable tools of personal and spiritual growth.  As we document our experiences, feelings, 
and reflections each day, we increase awareness of the course of our lives and connection to the past, present, and 
future.  Looking back at journals of previous years, often rekindles fond memories.  It may also give new perspective on 
disappointments that seemed so terrible at the time, but over years have faded and even turned out to be blessings. 

Consider these entries from the Journal of John Wesley: 

Saturday January 1, 1785. — Whether this be the last or no, may it be the best year of my life! 

Sunday, January 2, 1785. — A larger number of people were present this evening at the renewal of our covenant with 
God, than was ever seen before on the occasion. 

Tuesday, January 4, 1785. — At this season we usually distribute coals and bread among the poor of the society.  But I 
now considered, they wanted clothes, as well as food.  So on this, and the four following days, I walked through the town, 
and begged two hundred pounds, in order to clothe them that needed it most.  But it was hard work, as most of the 
streets were filled with melting snow, which often lay ankle deep; so that my feet were steeped in snow-water nearly 
from morning till evening:  I holden it out pretty well till Saturday evening; but I was laid up with a violent flux, which 
increased every hour, till, at six in the morning, Dr. Whitehead called upon me.  His first draught made me quite easy; and 
three or four more perfected the cure. 

John Wesley was 82 years old at this time. 

Perhaps this is a good time for you to start (or resume) a journal.  It doesn't have to be anything profound.  Just jot down 
what you're observing, what you're thinking, or how you're feeling.  Did you find joy?  Acts of compassion?  Injustices 
being made right?  Maybe you could write down your prayers or concerns each day.  Or lessons learned.  Or hopes and 
dreams.  If you make time to be still and listen, the words will come to you.  

May 2017 be the best year of your life!       Shalom,                Becky Heeren 
610 East Ross Street, Toledo, IA  52342 

641-484-3879 (H), 641-751-6024 (C), becky@alumni.iastate.edu 
 

Mission Education and Interpretation 

Greetings, I am so excited to have been elected as your new Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation.  This 
will be a challenge and I would appreciate any suggestions from those of you who are currently in this office.  Together I 
am sure that we will have a very wonderful year.  

Please pay special attention to all the opportunities we have set up for this year.  There will be four presentations on 
Race:  The Power of an Illusion, Racial Equity Awareness, Learning Exchanges in March, April and May.  Flyer was in the 
previous Connection, page 4.  I encourage everyone to inform your local government officials, Law Enforcement, School 
Officials of this very important event.  Seating is limited, so register early!  Start planning now to attend Mission u, either 
in the summer or fall.  I promise it will be an enriching experience for you.  Watch for future events as well, we have lots 
more planned for you. 

Mary Fredericksen 

2150 C St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404-3050 
319-651-6946   mary1.fred42@gmail.com 

mailto:becky@alumni.iastate.edu
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Mission for Social Action  

We Are Called 
. . . to live in the light! 

. . . to shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 
. . . to be light for the Kingdom, to live in the freedom of the 

city of God! 
. . . to open our hearts! 

. . . to show mercy to all those in fear! 
. . . to be hope for the hopeless, so all hatred and blindness 

will be no more! 
. . . to sing a new song! 

. . . to walk with each other as sisters and brothers united in 
love! 

. . . to act with justice 
. . . to love tenderly 

. . . to serve one another 
. . . to walk humbly with God  

This paraphrase of our 2017 Theme Song, “We Are 
Called” by David Haas beautifully highlights many of the 
ways in which we, as United Methodist Women, are 
called to Social Action.  Whether your passion is 
addressing Climate Justice, Economic Inequality, 
Criminalization of Communities of Color, or Maternal 
and Child Health there are opportunities for education, 
advocacy, and action that available for you.   

I recently had the opportunity to participate in the 
UMW co-sponsored Learning Exchange, “Race: “The 
Power of an Illusion”.  As a former Child Welfare 
Provider in the Northeast Iowa area, I did not always 
see, but was aware of, the inequity and disparity in the 
system in my day to day travels.  I would highly 

encourage participation in one of the three remaining 
opportunities available:  April 20th at Salem UMC in 
Council Bluffs, May 25th at Columbus Junction, and a 
date yet to be determined for the event at Salem UMC, 
Fort Dodge, canceled due to weather. Please see the 
attached Poster for registration information. 

For those of you who are interested in the Iowa 
legislative process and seeking ways to find your voice 
and/or take action, the Legislative Advocacy Team does 
a wonderful job of tracking bills, and helping us to 
understand the impact of such according to our 
Wesleyan Roots and Social Principles. Use the link 
below to access the fruits of their labors! 

http://www.iaumc.org/advocacy 

On a national level the Washington Office on Public 
Policy (Christian Social Action) “stays up to date on 
numerous issues and advocates on behalf of women, 
children, and youth”.  The link is provided below for 
those who are interested in exploring issues and 
receiving action alerts on pertinent legislation. 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/actionalerts 

And God will rejoice when we are creators of justice and 
joy!  Shirley Erena Murray 

Kathi Mitchell 

109 Hudson Avenue, Canton, MN 55922, 
563-419-6795   KathiMitchell1954@gmail.com 

Membership Nurture & Outreach 

Greetings to all, I would like to take this moment to say thank you for all the work that has been done to make the 2016 
Membership Census a success.  As of March 3rd, we have over 7,000 members counted for the Iowa annual conference.  
The deadline to complete the form is March 30, 2017 and the website is www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2016.  
If you are not sure that your unit has been counted, please check with your district MNO or with me so we can verify for 
you. 

I also would like to make a correction to my address in the directory.  Please change the zip code from 52303 to 52302.   
Please continue to pray for the communities affected by the tornadoes that swept Iowa.    

Betty Kiboko 

337 Barrington Parkway, Marion, IA  52302-4728, 
641-485-2368   bkiboko@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Check out the following websites to keep up to date on United Methodist Women. 

United Methodist Women National: http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/ 

Iowa United Methodist Women: http://www.iaumc.org/umw 

UMW Mission Resource Center:  http://www.umwmissionresources.org/ 

 

 

http://www.iaumc.org/advocacy
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/actionalerts
mailto:1954@gmail.com
mailto:bkiboko@gmail.com
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://www.iaumc.org/umw
http://www.umwmissionresources.org/
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Spiritual Growth 

Since my background is in teaching elementary children, 1st grade and then 3rd grade, I often go back to the “basics” 
when I want adults to understand a point I’m trying to make.   Our Bible verse for this month is I John 5: 21 “Dear 
children, keep away from anything that might take God’s place in your hearts.”  That puts it pretty plainly doesn’t it?  
Always put God first in your heart, and in my understanding, that usually means that your mind and actions will then 
follow that same desire.  Of course February is the month we celebrate Valentine’s Day and give hearts, cards with 
hearts, and share what is in our hearts with those we love, or those with whom we share strong friendships.  I’d like to 
challenge all of us to somehow share a special “Valentine” from our Lord either with some special note to someone you 
haven’t sent one to recently, or do something extra special for someone you just barely know, or maybe don’t know at 
all.  Those random acts of kindness are always appreciated, and you could let the receiver know that you are sharing 
God’s love with them because He has first place in YOUR heart.  If you don’t see this before the 14th, try it anyway.  We 
need to share His love every day of the year.    In His love,  

 Linda Stauffer 

201 4
th

 Avenue, South, Humboldt, IA  50548-2134 
515-332-5411   lstauffer@jumpgate.net 

 

Barbara J. (Rankin) Csomay Estate 
 
Sometime in 2017 Iowa Conference will begin receiving money from the estate of Barbara J. (Rankin) Csomay.  This 

bequest is held by the Iowa Conference Foundation and the money is to be used by the Iowa Conference United 

Methodist Women.  A committee has been appointed by the Conference United Methodist Women Leadership Team 

to accept and to work on a recommendation to be presented to the Conference Team for acceptance on how the 

money will be used.  A per cent formulation will be developed so no matter what income we receive each year the 

formula will be used for now and into the future.  This will be an ongoing gift to mission.  The team is President, Lynn 

Calvert, Treasurer, Ritzanna Seaton, Secretary, Becky Heeren and Past President Rita Vallery.  A standing rule will be 

written and adopted so the future leaders will understand Barbara's intentions as indicated in her will.  We are also 

using the By Laws as our guide to use the money faithfully for missions.  The money will be used for missions and will 

not be used to meet our pledge from Iowa to National United Methodist Women.  At this time we do not have an 

amount to report but will do so as soon as we have that information.     

 

We need to remember this is a gift from Barbara J. (Rankin) Csomay for Missions.  It is a gift from her, not us.  It has 

nothing to do with our stewardship and our faithfulness to God.  We cannot quit giving as much as we have been or 

cut down as our mission institutions count on our faithfulness as well.  What is does though, is to challenge us to be as 

faithful as Barbara was not only in her lifetime but in the hereafter.  As we lose our smaller units with elderly members 

we have increasingly given less to missions rather than more as is required to keep our institutions going because of the 

increasing cost of salaries, lights, and general up-keep.  I would like to challenge each and every woman who is a 

United Methodist to take God seriously when he asks us to feed the hungry, to care for the widows and orphans, to 

give water to those who thirst and need shelter.  On top of that we need to educate, teach leadership skills and pass the 

word of our Lord on to everyone to make Disciples for Jesus Christ.  We feel honored to have Barbara Csomay put her 

trust in how Iowa Conference United Methodist Women work in missions.   

Priority Justice Issues for United Methodist Women (2016 through 2020 quadrennium) 

 Climate Justice      Economic Inequality 

 Criminalization of Communities of Color   Maternal & Child Health 
 

For more information contact 

Iowa Conference UMW Social Action Coordinator 

Kathi Mitchell (kathimitchell1954@gmail.com) 

 

mailto:lstauffer@jumpgate.net
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Program Resources Secretary 

After speaking with Brenda Thompson, who is our Program Resources National contact, I want to pass along what I hope 
answers some of the questions I have been receiving from our District Program Resources Coordinators.  The UMW 
Mission Resources will stock a very limited supply of books offered for the Reading Program.  When ordering for your 
libraries, I would suggest buying the books you want through Amazon or another book seller.  They are less expensive 
than through "UMWMissionresources.org" anyway. 

For consignment orders, expect that some of your order will not be filled, due to limited availability.  They will continue 
to stock Program Books, Prayer Calendars, Mission u Study Books and membership and free materials.  These 
consignment orders should be submitted to them with a two-week window prior to your events.  This change in stocking 
materials has been implemented in an effort to conserve money, as they have ended up with many unsalable books in 
stock from past year's selections.   

Encourage your readers to borrow books from the public libraries, or to purchase electronic versions, which are 
generally less expensive than print. The website readily shows you which books are available through them.  Log onto 
"unitedmethodistwomen.org" and click on Program Resources. 2012-2017 books count for recognition in the Reading 
Program. 

 Mary Taeger 

13803 Beaverdale Road, West Burlington, IA  52655-8570, 
319-392-1196   mktaeger@gotsky.com 

 

Committee on Nominations 

2017.  Wow!  It is amazing how time flies by and that it is a new year and time to start all over again.  The Bible verse for 
January was 2 Chronicles 7:14 “Then if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek 
my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and heal their land.” NLT  This 
tells me people are being called in God’s name, humbling ourselves, seeking God’s face…God hears us.  This is one of my 
prayers for this new year as your Conference Committee on Nominations starts our work to fill 2018 leadership 
positions.  We have the humbling responsibility to listen for and find the women that will lead you in our Purpose.   

The committee has met face to face this January, and we will be communicating through email meetings also.  Our 
National Office has been supporting us in our work, and now we are here to support you, our 8 districts in your work of 
seeking leadership for you districts. 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact a member of the Nominations committee, we will do our best to find 
the right information for you.  We are praying for you, please pray for us. 

Cheryl Weesner 

413 W. Jackson Street, Knoxville, IA  50138-1114, 
515-782-1196   c.weez72@outlook.com 

 

Mission u 2017 Dean 

New for Mission u 2017 July 16th – July 18th       Oct 20th – Oct 22 

**Pre-Mission u Breakout Sessions (during Registration) ** 

Covenants and Missionary Conferences??  - These are 
our new topics for Mission u for 2017!  You will find the 
2017 Registration Form and Brochure included in this 
Connection. Make copies, share with your UMW friends 

and with others.  Include your pastors too, as they can 
get CEU’s!    

Come join us to learn, for fellowship, and wonderful 
worship and singing!  July, 16-18 or October, 20-22, 
2017. 

mailto:mktaeger@gotsky.com
mailto:c.weez72@outlook.com
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Our Spiritual Study will challenge us to look again at the 
Covenants we have made with God from Genesis to 
Revelation.  We will study the major covenants 
throughout the Bible and what they reveal about God’s 
character and eternal love for us. 

What are Missionary Conferences??  Guess what… the 
United Methodist Church in the United States has three 
Missionary Conferences:  Alaska UM Conference, Red 
Bird Missionary Conference and the Oklahoma Indian 
Missionary Conference.  We will study their history 
alongside U.S. history and how we both welcomed and 
marginalized those we considered different from 
ourselves.  And what is their future? 

Climate Justice:  Call to Hope and Action is in the 
second and last year of study for Mission u.  This study 
offers Biblical, theological, and ethical insights as the 
basis of advocacy on climate justice in churches and in 
the public spheres.  It answers the question of how God 
has asked us to care for the earth. 

More information about pre Mission u breakout 
sessions to come!  If you have any questions or 
comments please email or call.   

Bobby Jo Paige 

25577 250
th

 Street, Grundy Center, IA  59638-8508, 
319-824-2076   bjpdaisy@gmail.com 

 

Save the Date 

March 23, 2017 

Third Annual Day of Giving 

UMW Legal Fund 

 
United Methodist Women members and groups around the country are getting ready for the third annual Day 
of Giving on March 23, 2017, part of the organization's 150th Anniversary culminating in 2019. 
 

The March 23 Day of Giving honors the day in 1869 when a small group of women braved a legendary 
torrential rain to gather at Tremont Methodist Episcopal Church in Boston, Massachusetts, and organized for 
mission.  
 
“Our foremothers are standing beside us through $1.3 million a year in interest on endowments that they 
established to support mission with women, children, and youth today.  That’s a significant legacy,” said 
Martha S. Knight, treasurer of United Methodist Women.  “The Day of Giving is an opportunity for women today 
to give that kind of legacy to their daughters and granddaughters and nieces as they make mission happen 
with women, children and youth of their day.  Thanks be to God.” 
 
A Day of Giving gifts go to The Legacy Fund, a permanent endowment that will support the mission outreach 
of future generations of United Methodist Women as they address the needs of women, children and youth of 
their day. Members in every conference participated in the first Day of Giving in 2015, giving more than 
$100,000 through online gifts, toll-free calls, smartphone texting and mailed-in checks. 
 
A Day of Giving will be a 24-hour giving festival. Members and friends may give:  

 Online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund. 
 By phone at 800-278-7771 - 8:00am - 6:00pm EST, Monday-Friday 
 Text Legacy150 to 41444 
 By check to Office of the Treasurer, United Methodist Women, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 

10115. Write "The Legacy Fund" in the memo section. 

United Methodist Women members and friends may consider giving $15 or $150 or even $1,500 or more, in 
recognition of our upcoming 150th anniversary, or $18.69 or $186.90 or even $1,869 or more, in recognition of 
the year of United Methodist Women's founding. 
 
A Day of Giving gifts are 100 percent tax deductible. Contributors will receive an immediate thank you and a 
printable tax receipt for 100 percent of their donation. 

Have you made your commitment to the Legacy Fund? 

 

mailto:bjpdaisy@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001APgyGyLF_ayjhANBVce07MdoSDDy0xhsZ8_aEFv__HbYI2m34xXzxDTIHtK67CpJk6sPf4IVWVnUnHwTEdTLSPmt7ley_IOaAqWxAJPQU83lZ1jdhTz0mvAeWarNFdBZir-LJBMFxjTt4bUysbZzlx2lB-Pv_96gw5pQEh0rfc-JYUExEP_hqq9i81vQ9XQGD9HsrmW9YkY=&c=r5-hWdnwtxep6A-Wj8iXlglrt1CQCOzCl49wBrlDBrSvp-RM_veOMA==&ch=D01guA9UwPZaapAUO0lRyU0PTc0sNwvAZAZicnQRBbwfPSx-AA7s2w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001APgyGyLF_ayjhANBVce07MdoSDDy0xhsZ8_aEFv__HbYI2m34xXzxMubWPwcRpQZABcIZKdl62egtEyGYKhl5XCkKfqyTUfRgB_MnDdeP14IqVSpB4XdaeXe0qwVTJnRbv0mEXU2V7yWIDxcbSR1iWu2Z9hY2fH7lUL2ESmmbavE-bygj9vn5Ayruspc0nPHnHGDaumo2T8=&c=r5-hWdnwtxep6A-Wj8iXlglrt1CQCOzCl49wBrlDBrSvp-RM_veOMA==&ch=D01guA9UwPZaapAUO0lRyU0PTc0sNwvAZAZicnQRBbwfPSx-AA7s2w==
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RACIAL EQUITY AWARENESS LEARNING EXCHANGES 

* Jesus calls us to love God and love neighbor. 

* Racial justice is an ongoing focus of United Methodist Women mission work. 
* We are called to live out the Charter for Racial Justice in our communities. 

* Racial disproportionality and disparity occur in Iowa. 
 

RACE: The POWER of an ILLUSION (RPI) is a one-day guided educational 
experience that brings people from various backgrounds together to begin “courageous 

conversations” as they explore intersections of race, equity, and child welfare guided by 
trained facilitators using a variety of resources. 
 

Learning Exchange is FREE!  Pre-Registration is required and limited to the first 35 to   
Contact Rita Carter, ritaac@mchsi.com or 515-979-0605 for more information. 

WHO - Faith community pastors, staff & members; foster parents, child advocates & 

professionals; interested community members. 
(0.5 UMC CEUs, SW CEUs, & foster parent credit hours available.) 

 

                            * Trinity UMC, Fort Dodge – rescheduled due to weather Date TBA 

                   * Thursday, April 20 – Salem UMC, Council Bluffs 

   * Thursday, May 25 – Columbus Junction UMC 

8:45 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. 
Lunch Provided – Donation Appreciated 

SPONSORED BY:  Iowa Conference United Methodist Women in cooperation with the 

Iowa Department of Human Services 

CO-SPONSORED BY:  Iowa Chapter-Methodist Federation for Social Action, Southeast 

District Latino Task Force, Iowa Conference Board of Church and Society, Iowa 

Conference UMC Commission on Race and Religion, AFSC – Immigration Justice Program 

mailto:ritaac@mchsi.com


CONNECTION page 10  FEBRUARY/MARCH 2017 

Date Event 
March 11-18 Intergenerational Mission Trip to Costa Rica 

March 23 148th Anniversary of United Methodist Women 
  

April 12 Faith Community Response to Domestic Violence, Lamont 

April 22 Laity Day with Bishop Laurie Haller 
  

May 5 May Friendship Day, CWU 
  

June 10-12 Iowa Annual Conference of United Methodist Church, Hy-Vee Hall, Des Moines 

June 11 UMW Gathering at Annual Conference 
  

July 16 District Officer Training Event (DOTE), 1-3 p.m., Iowa Valley Conference Center, 
Marshalltown 

July 16-18 Summer Mission u, Iowa Valley Conference Center, Marshalltown 
  

September 1 Human Relations Day, CWU 

September 8 South Central District Annual Meeting, Albia 

September 9 Southeast District Annual Meeting, Columbus Junction 

September 16 North Central District Annual Meeting, Webster City Faith 

September 21 Southwest District Annual Meeting, Lenox 

September 22 Northeast District Annual Meeting, Dysart 

September 22 Northwest District Annual Meeting, LeMars 

September 23 Central District Annual Meeting, Des Moines First 

September 23 East Central District Annual Meeting, Clinton 
  

October 7 Iowa Conference UMW Annual Meeting, Washington 

October 20-22 Fall Mission u, Iowa Valley Conference Center, Marshalltown 
  

November 3 World Community Day, CWU 
 
 

    The organized unit 

                                           of United Methodist 

    Women shall be a 

 community of 

 women whose 

 PURPOSE is to 

   know God and to 

                experience freedom 

               as whole persons 

             through Jesus Christ; 

                                            to develop a creative, 

                                          supportive fellowship; 

       and to expand concepts 

       of mission through 

        participation in the global 

                              ministries of the church. 


