
 

 

 

 

 

President  

In the last few weeks, I have had the privilege of meeting 
with several United Methodist Women.  This has been 
through Mission u, District Annual Meetings, District 
Leadership Teams, and local units.  There is much good 
work being done in the Iowa Conference.  We have 
talented and gifted women serving in every capacity.   

I have learned a lot.  There is a wide diversity of 
understanding of United Methodist Women.  We all share 
the same Purpose.  We live it differently.  Some members 
are not aware of our Iowa National Missions: Bidwell-
Riverside, Shessler Hall and Hawthorne Hill.  Some units 
have no members who have attended Mission u, a District 
or Conference meeting, or a National program like 
Assembly.  Some members believe the kitchen belongs to 
United Methodist Women—actually, the trustees are 
responsible for maintaining the kitchen.  Some members 
do not use the Prayer Calendar, are not familiar with the 
Reading Program, and do not know about our variety of 
missions to women and children.   

Other members know about all the items listed above and 
are actively involved in every area.   

Most of us fall somewhere in between.    

One of the strengths of United Methodist Women is our 
connectedness.  We do all share the same Purpose.  Our 
structure is the same in every unit.  We share the same 
program book, the same Conference by-laws and standing 
rules.  Yet each unit has autonomy in many areas.  
Districts carry out our Purpose in unique ways as do local 
units.  This is all good AND we need to make sure 

everyone knows and has access to all that United 
Methodist Women is.  I encourage you to make sure that 
anyone who wants to get this newsletter is on our list.  
You do not have to be an officer to receive the newsletter, 
you do need an email address.  I encourage you to visit the 
United Methodist Women’s web site often.  This is an 
excellent place to learn about what is happening across 
the nation, what resources are available and what issues 
are being addressed.   

I also encourage you to attend Assembly.  This is the time 
to meet other women who are living the Purpose.  You will 
get ideas and inspiration and affirmation.  This is the time 
to send a woman or women who may not know about 
United Methodist Women to a place where they will come 
back to your unit fired up!   

I encourage you to really take a serious look at our 
Purpose.  Please see Katie’s article.  What does it mean to 
you to be a supportive community, to grow in Christ, to be 
involved in mission to women and children?   

You are a valuable member of United Methodist Women 
and your service is much appreciated AND we can all do 
more effectively when we honor our connectedness and 
our Purpose.  Thank you for being part of United 
Methodist Women.  Please share your ideas, concerns and 
questions with me or anyone on the Conference 
Leadership Team.  We need to hear from you 

Lynn Calvert 

150 Dartmouth, Iowa City, IA  52245  
319-541-8367,  lyksmc@aol.com 

 
 

Check out the following websites to keep up to date on United Methodist Women. 

United Methodist Women National:  http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/ 

Iowa United Methodist Women: http://www.iaumc.org/umw 

UMW Mission Resource Center:  http://www.umwmissionresources.org/ 
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Vice President 

Change is Coming: 

As I write this article the weather is getting colder outside 
and it reminds me that a change is coming.  There will be a 
change in the Conference Leadership Team with the new 
Co- Vice Presidents; Barbara Trulson and Myra Bowman.  I 
have had the honor of knowing them as NC District Co-VPs 
and know they will do an excellent job! There is, of course, 
the change in the weather as fall leaves and winter knocks 
at our doors. We had a wonderful Annual meeting in 
Washington, Iowa with at least 19 people who attended 
for the first time! A change for them and us. However, the 
best change of all is the arrival of Advent.  The Christmas 
season always brings out the best in everyone. There is 
sharing, selfless giving, smiles, anticipation and love 
shown that is usually not present at the other time of the 
year. 

I have been blessed to have been your Vice President for 
the last 4 years and now it is time for a change.  Some of 
us don’t do change well. We think of all kinds of things to 
tell ourselves.  However, God has a comeback for all of our 
negative self-thoughts, if we listen.  I found this grid a few 
years ago and thought I would share it with you. 

 

May you be richly blessed during this season of change 
and feel the love and support of our Lord. 

Gladys Alvarez 

1140  45
th

 Street, Des Moines, IA  50311-3414, 
515-277-7337 home, 515-244-2267 work, GKNA2001@aol.com 

 

Treasurer 

Greetings! 

The year is slipping by with only two months left to meet our pledge of $500,000 to National.  So far our Conference has 
sent $326,169, leaving $173,831 to pay.  Our Annual Meeting Collection totaled $1,100 and was applied toward the 
pledge.  Our Fall Mission u Miss Piggy thanks all of you who gave her a total of $111.  This money was applied to our 
pledge, also. 

Fall Mission u “Celebration Night” collection came to $1,524.  This year our Mission u collections were divided equally 
among our three Iowa National Institutions and the three Conferences studied at Mission u. 

A reminder, all Remittances from units need to be to the District Treasurers by December 10, 2017.  Treasurer books are 
closed December 31.  The first week of January all District and Conference treasurer books are to be in the auditor’s 
office.  A note to all unit United Methodist Women treasurers, there is a possibility you  may receive a letter from the 
auditor to verify the amount you sent to your district treasurer.  Unit treasurer remittances are pulled randomly by the 
auditor so some of you will be contacted. 

My regards and appreciation to you all for your contribution of work and money to United Methodist Women. 

                      Ritzanna Seaton 

1670 – 220
th

 St., Batavia, IA  52533, 
641-693-4145, rdseaton37@gmail.com 
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Secretary 

"Spice it Up" 
Greetings Secretaries! 

First, I want to thank the District Secretaries for getting me their 2018 rosters of officers. The information has been 
included in the 2018 Conference Directories, which will be handed out to District Presidents at our November 
Leadership Team meeting. You will be getting your very own copy soon! I couldn't have finished this by the deadline 
without your cooperation. I really appreciate you! As changes or corrections happen throughout the year, I will be 
sharing updates quarterly. 

As the end of the year is approaching, this is a great time to get your files in order. It is time to purge some of those 
pieces of paper you don't really need. Remember, only keep documents and items of historical value. If you are 
completing your term as Secretary, please take a bit of extra time to organize your files. The next Secretary will thank 
you. Also, any friendly advice to her helps with the transition. If you are continuing as Secretary, it is a good idea to keep 
a set of 2017 minutes handy. They are good for a reference and starting point for 2018.   

Are you a pumpkin spice fan? As I write this article, my kitchen has quite the seasonal smell - mini chocolate chip 
pumpkin muffins just out of the oven! Your neighborhood grocery story has dozens of pumpkin spice products. Not only 
can you get a variety of baked goods and coffee/latte options, but would you try pumpkin spice marshmallows, Doritos, 
chewing gum, mouthwash, or body lotion? Maybe this craze has gone too far! As secretaries, sometimes we like to spice 
up our minutes. It's great to use a variety of verbs, like "reported", "observed", "discussed", "shared", or "clarified". But 
don't get carried away with superfluous language...(using words like superfluous)...just to add spice. We are to record 
the important work of United Methodist Women - not confuse the readers with fancy words. In the Bible, spices were 
included in God's instructions to Moses for acceptable offerings. The Queen of Sheba gave Solomon gold, rare gems, and 
spices in thanks for his wisdom. Spices were valued in use for sacred rituals, burial, and anointing. So, when you write, 
go ahead and spice it up, but use spicy words sparingly. Don't overdo it, like the pumpkin spice fad. Instead maybe you 
could indulge yourself with some pumpkin spice yogurt. 

"Let me tell you why you are here. You're here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-flavors of this earth. If you 
lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness?"   Matthew 5:13 The Message. 

Shalom,              Becky Heeren 
610 East Ross Street, Toledo, IA  52342 

641-484-3879 (H), 641-751-6024 (C), becky@alumni.iastate.edu 
 
 

Mission Education and Interpretation 

Fall is here and I hope you are enjoying the glorious colors of the season!  Thanks to all of you who attended Mission u 
this year, either in the summer or this fall. We had interesting and educational classes on Climate Justice and Our 
Missionary Conferences, wonderful displays in the lobby and a jigsaw puzzle that stumped everyone! Great food, music, 
video presentation, Style Show, readings and a Fair Trade drawing, rounded out Celebration Night. 

Many people got registered for Assembly; don't forget-Early Bird prices end November 30th. Please consider joining 
with thousands of United Methodist Women from around the WORLD for this amazing event! Feel free to contact me if 
you have questions and I will do my best to get the information you need. 

Have a Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving. 

Living and Learning Together,                  Mary Fredericksen 

2150 C St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404-3050 
319-651-6946   mary1.fred42@gmail.com 
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Program Resources Secretary 

Recommended reading from the 2018 reading list: 

HOSPITABLE PLANET 

Faith, Action and Climate Change 
(BONUS BOOK) 
Stephen A Jurovics 
Morehouse Publishing, 2016 

Stephen Jurovics' book is an important work of witness 
and states that faith and connection to God should lead us 
to save and heal our planet from a looming environmental 
catastrophe. Based primarily on the Five Books of Moses, 
this book speaks to people of faith, offering a handbook 
on the Bible's greatest mandate for mortal existence — to 
choose life for the earth and all its inhabitants. Churches 
can massively reduce their impact on God's good earth if 
they understand the Bible's mandate and develop 
practical skills to decrease their energy use. 

TATTERED AND MENDED 

The Art of Healing the Wounded Soul 
Cynthia Ruchti 
Abingdon Press, 2015 

In Tattered and Mended, author Cynthia Ruchti offers an 
invitation to think about soul-mending as a divine art 
form, like artisans who reclaim beauty from the broken, 
frayed and hopelessly shattered, to show us that God 
doesn't just heal wounded souls, God heals artfully. With a 
gentle touch and personable wisdom, she opens the door 
to a gallery of thereclaimed and restored, reflecting on 
stories not unlike your own and helps you discover that 
even the most threadbare soul can once again find healing 
and hope. 

Mary Taeger 

13803 Beaverdale Road, West Burlington, IA  52655-8570, 
319-392-1196   mktaeger@gotsky.com 

 

Spiritual Growth 

Our November scripture Hebrews 12:14 tells us, “Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy, without 
holiness no one will see the Lord.”  My Quest Study Bible has a footnote that helps us with the term “holiness”, it says  
“To be holy is to be Christ-like, reflecting the glory of God.  The Holy Spirit produces within Christians holy 
characteristics, called the fruit of the Spirit.”  The author goes on to state that we cannot make ourselves more holy just 
by “trying harder”, holiness can grow in us if we make sure we get rid of any sin in our lives, focus on Jesus through 
worship, prayer, service, witness and fellowship.  Now what about the part reminding us that without holiness, no one 
will see God?  Isn’t that our purpose, to know God and reveal God to all the world?  Let’s continue then to “make every 
effort to live in peace with all and make sure we show God’s holiness through our witness. 

Again, thanks and blessings on all of you who have held me in prayer these past several months. SPECIAL thanks to those 
ladies who stepped in to do what I should have been doing at Mission u and the annual meeting.  Isn’t it great we have 
sisters who are willing to “step into the gap” and help others out when needed?  I am doing well and hope to renew 
friendships as well as make new connections with you in 2018.  It is so good to see schedules and lists of the meaningful 
activities our district Spiritual Growth leaders have been doing, and plan to do.  YEAH TEAM ! 

 Linda Stauffer 

201 4
th

 Avenue, South, Humboldt, IA  50548-2134 
515-332-5411   lstauffer@jumpgate.net 

 

SAVE THE DATE 2018 
Now is the time to put Mission u on your 2018 calendar!  

Summer Mission u – July 15-17:  Please Note that the Breakouts are from 3-4 PM  

Fall Mission u – October 19-21:  Please note that the Breakouts are from 4-4:45 PM 

Topics to be studied include:  Spiritual Growth Study –“Seeking Health and Wholeness (Part 2),   Geographical Study – 
“Missionary Conferences of the UMC in the United States”, Social Issue Study –“What about our Money”,  Children and 
Youth will study, “What about our Money” 

 Plan now to attend and invite your friends to attend with you.   Bobby Jo Paige – Mission u Dean  bjpdaisy@gmail.com 

mailto:mktaeger@gotsky.com
mailto:lstauffer@jumpgate.net


CONNECTION page 5  NOVEMBER  2017 

Mission for Social Action  

United Methodist Women Priority:  Racial Justice 

Seeking Host Churches 
in the Northwest, Northeast, South Central, and Central Districts 

to host a Learning Exchange and follow-up session one month later of  
Racial Equity Awareness Learning Exchanges 

April through July 2018  
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Race:  The Power of an Illusion (RPI) is a one-day guided educational  
experience and one-month follow-up, that brings people from various  

backgrounds together to begin “courageous conversations” as they  
explore intersections of race, equity, and child welfare guided by trained  

facilitators using a variety of resources.  

Contact Kathi Mitchell kathimitchell1954@gmail.com  
to take advantage of this hospitality opportunity! 

United Methodist Women Priority:  Maternal Child Health 

The Reach Every Mother and Child Act 

Bipartisan legislation called the Reach Every Mother and Child Act (REACH) would put the world on a path to end 
preventable deaths of Moms and kids.  In the Senate the bill was introduced by Senators Susan Collins (R-ME) and Chris 
Coons (D-DE).  This bill will soon be introduced by the House of Representatives as well. 

The REACH Act would: 

 Require a coordinated US government strategy for how our country would contribute to ending preventable 
maternal, newborn, and child deaths.  

 Establish rigorous reporting requirements to improve transparency, accountability, efficiency, and oversight of 
maternal and child health programs.  

 Ensure that the United States Agency for International Development scales up the most effective programs. 

 Encourage the use of innovative ways to pay for these programs, including public-private partnerships.  
 

Urge Your Members of Congress to Co-sponsor the REACH Act 

Visit SavetheChildrenActionNetwork.org/Reach today! 

Save the Date! 
January 18, 2018 

United Methodist Women Legislative Advocacy Day 
Wesley UMC and the State Capitol 

Details to follow! 
Kathi Mitchell 

109 Hudson Avenue, Canton, MN 55922, 
563-419-6795   KathiMitchell1954@gmail.com 

mailto:kathimitchell1954@gmail.com
mailto:1954@gmail.com
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Membership Nurture & Outreach 

What is your story? 

I just finished reading an article printed in the November 
2017 Response magazine on page 16.  Randie Clawson is 
recounting her journey as a United Methodist Women and 
how she did not know about the organization in her many 
years of being a member of a United Methodist Church.  

I wonder how many women we have in our congregations 
who also do not know about our organization.  If not you, 
who will tell the story? If not now, when? 

We have a powerful story that have shaped many women 
around the world for over 100 years. How have we been 
able to do this? It is because our purpose is to know God. 
God has been our foundation from the very beginning. 
This God has provided freedom through Jesus Christ so we 
can be a creative and supportive fellowship that expends 

the concept of mission through our participation in the 
global ministries of the church. 

Here is my story. I see myself connecting my work within 
United Methodist Women with “WIG” (Wildly Important 
Goal) launched by Bishop Laurie at our last annual 
conference.  The goal is for every church in the Iowa 
Conference to have a clear discipleship pathway by the 
year 2020. I see myself making disciples through my work 
as Membership Nurture and Outreach coordinator. I am 
connecting people to God so they can be a different 
maker where they live. Isn’t that what our purpose is all 
about? 

What is your story?           Betty Kiboko 

337 Barrington Parkway, Marion, IA  52302-4728, 
641-485-2368   bkiboko@gmail.com 

Mission u 2017 Dean 

Mission u for 2017 may be over but the song “We are Called” and scripture Micah 6:8 were a favorite of mine before 
2017 and will continue to be meaningful to me.  How about you?  Last year we had a contest to pick our theme for 2017.  
It is time to tell you that our theme and scripture for this year was submitted by our previous Dean Linda Peters.  I could 
not thank her enough!  

Our Fall Mission u had 101 in attendance with 24 first timers!  We also had 14 clergy!   Thanks for getting the word out!  
If a first timer came from your church or district, talk with them and encourage them to come again.  Give a lesson from 
a Mission u book, talk to others about how much the experience meant to you. 

I asked a few ladies who had attended this fall what were their highlights of Mission u.  They said their Mission study 
group (Climate Justice or Missionary Conferences), the spiritual table discussions, meeting others through sharing.   A 
new participant commented, “It is kind of neat how you notice different things post Mission u.  You think about equality 
and people in need more.” 

An 18 year old commented about Mission u that it was a, “Fun weekend to grow in my faith and really connect with 
God“.  NED paid her way.   I challenge you to find that young person (s) who would not have thought of going to Mission 
u, but pay their way anyway.   Pray for them.  Bring them to Mission u.  These are our young leaders, our future leaders! 

In 2018 we have two new exciting topics.  The Spiritual Growth Study topic is, “Seeking Health and Wholeness”.   This is 
viewing our life as a whole, our relationships with creation, our community, ourselves and God.  The new Issue Study is, 
“What about our Money?  A Faith Response”.  The Study Overview says:  “Through the connection between our faith 
and our money, readers discover how to live closer to God and God’s people, even in our North American Culture that is 
so deeply defined by money.“ 

***Please see the, “Save the Date” for next year’s Mission u dates and classes.  

 ***Remember to come for the breakouts occurring just before the actual start of Mission u.    

***Check as we may have children/youth classes in July? 
Thanks and God Bless!!   Bobby Jo Paige 

25577 250
th

 Street, Grundy Center, IA  59638-8508, 
319-824-2076   bjpdaisy@gmail.com 

mailto:bkiboko@gmail.com
mailto:bjpdaisy@gmail.com


CONNECTION page 7  NOVEMBER  2017 

 

 
 

Committee on Nominations 

We are called.  That phrase has been on my mind lately, it seems to be everywhere.  In songs I hear on the car radio, in 
scripture in my daily readings, and in church during United Methodist Women meetings and church meetings when 
positions are being filled for the next year.  We are called. 

These last few years I have talked to many of you about openings on your ballots.  The Conference has also experience 
openings on its ballot.  The power of prayer and God’s answering of our prayers leads us to the right person for the right 
opportunity of service.  Sometimes I have stood in amazement, because I see women answering calls to service before 
words are spoken aloud.  God’s leading is amazing. 

This is my last communication to you as a Conference Officer.  I have wonderful memories, and many humbling 
memories, thank you to all.  My prayer for all of you is that you will listen to the quiet voice you hear, the words you 
hear…from your friends or sisters in United Methodist Women…and the words God speaks to you.  Our Conference, 
whether it be local, district, or conference is awesome!  Iowa is a leader in United Methodist Women, we are blessed 
with women who answer the call.  My prayer is that never ends, Amen. 

Blessings to all of you.                      Cheryl Weesner 

413 W. Jackson Street, Knoxville, IA  50138-1114, 
515-782-1196   c.weez72@outlook.com 

 
 
 
 

Legacy Fund 

March 23, 2019, will mark 150 years of women in mission. We will celebrate our strong foundation and prepare for 
the next 150 years, so our daughters, granddaughters, nieces and sisters in Christ can continue our legacy of faith, 
hope and love in action.  

The National United Methodist Women established the Legacy Fund to undergird the capacity of future generations 
of United Methodist Women members to carry forward our mission of service and advocacy with women, children 
and youth in the United States and around the world for the net 150 years.   

Nationally we are already off to a great start having secured $17.4 million, nearly a third of the campaign’s $60 
million goal.   

The Iowa Conference United Methodist Women goal to contribute to the Legacy Fund is $50,000.00.    As of the last 
reporting date, Iowa has contributed $20,900.00 to the Legacy Fund.   
Help us reach our goal by contributing to the Legacy Fund in one of the following ways: 

 Online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund. 
 By phone at 800-278-7771 - 8:00am - 6:00pm EST, Monday-Friday 
 Text Legacy150 to 41444 
 By check to Office of the Treasurer, United Methodist Women, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 

10115. Write "The Legacy Fund" in the memo section 
Marcia Young, Iowa Conference Legacy Liaison 

563-580-9650,  msy49@aol.com 

The PURPOSE 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know 

God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive 

fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

 

mailto:c.weez72@outlook.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001APgyGyLF_ayjhANBVce07MdoSDDy0xhsZ8_aEFv__HbYI2m34xXzxMubWPwcRpQZABcIZKdl62egtEyGYKhl5XCkKfqyTUfRgB_MnDdeP14IqVSpB4XdaeXe0qwVTJnRbv0mEXU2V7yWIDxcbSR1iWu2Z9hY2fH7lUL2ESmmbavE-bygj9vn5Ayruspc0nPHnHGDaumo2T8=&c=r5-hWdnwtxep6A-Wj8iXlglrt1CQCOzCl49wBrlDBrSvp-RM_veOMA==&ch=D01guA9UwPZaapAUO0lRyU0PTc0sNwvAZAZicnQRBbwfPSx-AA7s2w==
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IDEAS!!! 
Some practical ideas gleaned from other Conferences 

1) Assign five women to mentor one child from kindergarten through high school.  These would be the ones 

who encourage a child all the way through high school by attending school events, taking them to lunch, or 

any other creative ways. 

2) Not less than two or more than three in a group, do a pray walk around the neighborhood your church is 

in.  Don’t pray for them to join United Methodist Women or even that they come to church but pray for 

health and peace and lift up whatever comes to your heart. 

3) Have a lunch for an ethnic group—just to get to know them. 

4) Have a meal to celebrate your city workers—firemen, police, clerks, etc. 

5) Have a meal to thank teachers. 

No one unit can do all of these, but it may stimulate your imagination to know how to reach out to others. 

6) Attend Assembly and send someone who is not yet involved in United Methodist Women but may be. 

Thank you for what you already do and blessings on your service. 

 

COSROW 

The General Commission on the Status and Role of Women is one of 13 general agencies of the United Methodist 
Church.  Its purpose is to advocate for full participation of women in the total life of the church – helping the church 
recognize that every person is part of God’s family.  This is done through training, education, research, and 
monitoring. 

The Iowa COSROW realizes that many within our conference are not aware of its purpose and work – even its 
existence.  Hopefully, the connection to United Methodist Women will help change that dynamic.  To be informed 
about the status and role of women in the total life of our conference, data is gathered that relates to all structural 
levels of the conference, including local churches.  Information will be updated and disseminated as time moves 
forward.  Our commission has coordinated monitoring Annual Conference sessions and tabulates statistics regarding 
participation by:  age, gender, ethnicity, lay and clergy, and reports regularly to the Annual Conference plenary 
sessions.   

It is the goal of COSROW to inform and sensitize the leadership within the conference at all levels on issues that affect 
women and to communicate with district and local church leadership regarding the need for inclusion on all 
committees within our local churches.   

Another goal is – caring for clergy spouses, women and their families.  This will include – revising:  “The Guide:  What 
to Do If.”  This is a basic information handbook for clergy spouses.   

At the 2017 Iowa Annual Conference, COSROW sponsored a morning gathering, using the theme – “Persisting 
Together – A Gathering for Women in Ministry”.  Clergy and laity were invited.  The video – “Her Truth” was shown.  
Participants at each table were asked to take part in a discussion about the film.  It was a wonderful event.  Watch for 
details about the 2018 COSROW event at Annual Conference.  Also, be thinking about who you would like to nominate 
for the Ambassador Award.  This award recognizes individuals who are committed to full inclusion of women in the 
life of the church and others who are on the margins of church and society.  This year’s recipient was Rita Carter, a 
former Social Action Coordinator for the Conference United Methodist Women Executive Team.   

A Facebook Advent study is being developed by the COSROW co-chairs:  Rev. Alex Bruening and Lauren Wise 
Loonsfoot.  The book “Underdogs and Outsiders” – by Tom Fuerst, will be used. It will happen on Tuesdays:  Nov. 14, 
21, 28, Dec. 5 and 12th.  If you would like to take part or, if you have questions, please contact Rev. Alex Bruening at 
the Jesup United Methodist Church.   

I am so thankful for all of you – United Methodist Women – who always put your faith, hope and love into action on 
behalf of women, children and youth. 

  Ollie Pleggenkuhle  (COSROW Representative) 



 

2018 CALENDAR 

DATE EVENT 

January 11 Human Trafficking Awareness Day 

January 18 Advocacy Day, Des Moines 

March 2 World Day of Prayer 

March 8 International Bell Ringing for Women’s Rights 

March 23 149th Anniversary of United Methodist Women 

April 14 Laity Day with the Bishop 

May 4 May Friendship Day, CWU 

May 17-20 Assembly, Columbus, Ohio THE POWER OF BOLD 

June 9-11 Iowa Annual Conference of United Methodist Church 

June 10 United Methodist Women Gathering at Annual Conference 

July 15 District Officer Training Event (DOTE) 

July  15-17 Summer Mission u, Iowa Valley Conference Center, Marshalltown 

September 7 Human Relations Day, CWU 

September 22 Central District Annual Meeting, Indianola First 

September 21 East Central District Annual Meeting, Vinton 

September 15 North Central District Annual Meeting, Garner 

September 21 Northeast District Annual Meeting, Janesville 

September 22 Northwest District Annual Meeting, Cherokee, St. Paul 

September 22 South Central District Annual Meeting, Elston 

September 15 Southeast District Annual Meeting, Prairie View 

September 22  Southwest District Annual Meeting, Harlan 

October 6 Iowa Conference United Methodist Women Annual Meeting, Knoxville 

October 19-21 Fall Mission u, Iowa Valley Conference Center, Marshalltown 

November 2 World Community Day, CWU 

 

 

 
 

LOCAL ChiLdren’s study – We Will HELP!!! 

Beverly Marshall-Goodell and Barb Oakland had a great time planning for the Children's Study for Fall Mission u this 
year.  The Children's Book has lots of great ideas - games, crafts, stories, videos, & weaving are some of the activities to 
help children learn about our three Missionary Conferences in the United States. We have lots of materials and plans 
that we would like to share with others if districts would care to offer a children's study in conjunction with your adult 
study on the Missionary Conferences.  We could also offer this to local churches, depending on the date and time. 

Bev could resource the western districts, and I could be available to the eastern districts if you're interested.  We would 
want to know in advance how many children might be involved, and we would need at least one other adult to help 
with the activities.  If there would be more than 4 children, it would be best to have two assistants. 

The age group that would work best for the study would be 5-10, though some variation could be managed.  Please let 
us know if you think you might be interested, and we would help with publicity for your district or church. 

You may contact Barb Oakland at barb.oakland@gmail.com or Beverly Goodell at bev,marshall-goodell@iaumc.net if 
you are interested in offering this program to children in your area. 

mailto:barb.oakland@gmail.com
mailto:marshall-goodell@iaumc.net

