
  

 
Greetings All! 
  
I can’t believe summer is half over. But I always feel blessed 
to live where we can enjoy four seasons. We can also enjoy so 
much more of God’s incredible creativity. I can’t imagine 
living where the weather is almost always the same. With Fall 
just around the corner we have been busy planning for the 
Northeast District Annual Meeting. It will take place on 
Friday, September 21, 2018 in Janesville, Iowa.  Please put 
this date on your calendar and plan to attend. It will be a great 
time of fellowship, training, and hearing Kip Ladage speak 
about our environment. 
  
Also, a reminder-please read your Ingathering booklet when it 
arrives. There are some major changes this year concerning the 
kits. I realize this is a church project for many, rather than a 
UMW project but it never hurts to help out. 
  
As you continue to enjoy these beautiful summer days I must 
ask you to remember Jackie Reams. She has spent most of the 
summer in the hospital in Rochester recovering from staff 
infection and surgery. She has been very ill and her recovery 
will be long. We have missed her so much on our board. But 
we continue to pray for her full recovery and return. 
  
Remember if you are a quilter or have a quilter in your group 
we will be accepting baby quilts in Janesville. We are also 
having our second silent auction so be prepared to “Bid, Bid, 
Bid”! 
  
I hope this finds all of you enjoying God’s blessings and living 
in His abundant Grace! 
             

 Becky Ullom 
President 

Phone: 219-240-2668 (call or text) 
Email: rullom@outlook.com 

2349 Highway 63 Chester, IA 52134-8503 
 

 
 

 
  

Upcoming Dates  
2018 

 
 Aug 30  Final Day  to add names to “In 
    Memory and in Honor” for World 
     Thanks Offering Candle Burning
   
 Sep   2  Human Relations Day, CWU 
   20 NE District Leadership Team - 
      Workday – Janesville UMC 
   21 NE District Annual Meeting, 
       Janesville UMC 
   
 Oct   6  Iowa Conference UMW Annual 
     meeting – Knoxville 
  19-21 Fall Mission U, Iowa Valley 
     Conference Center, Marshalltown 
   31 2019 UNIT OFFICER LIST 
     DUE – Karen Page ,  119 Iris 
     Drive, Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 
 
 Nov  2  World Community Day 
    3   NE District Ingathering – 
      Cedar Falls 1st UMC 

                    
   12 NE District UMW Leadership 
     Team meeting – TBA  
   19 DEADLINE for December “The 
     Link” District Newsletter. Send 
    items to Ruth MF Tucker,      
     rmftucker@gmail.com 
 
 Dec  1  The Link District UMW  
     Newsletter online at Iowa  
     Conference UMW Newsletters 
     Webpage 
 
 Jan 2019  Local Unit Membership Report  to  
     Donna Flint, District Membership 
     Nurture & Outreach 

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
Becky Ullom 
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 At the present time, I am working with 
Janesville Methodist UMW  UNIT organizing the 
September district meeting.  It's a pleasure meeting 
and working with them.  A lot of planning goes into 
this event. 
 So everyone in NE IA District or other districts 
mark it on your calendar to attend the Northeast 
District UMW Annual Meeting at Janesville 
Methodist Church on September 21st . Plan to 
attend.  Flyer with more information in in this 
newsletter. 
 

 
 Plans have been made for the Annual meeting of 
the Northeast District of United Methodist Women 
at Janesville.  This is an important meeting where 
the 2019 officers will be elected and is set for 
September 21.  Bring a carload of UMW friends and 
a salad to share for the lunch at noon.   Also bring a 
small baby or youth quilt to donate and an item for 

the SILENT AUCTION.  This is a fun way to 
generate $ for our missions! 
    After you register and pick up materials, look for 
the table with the SILENT AUCTION sign where 
you can register your item.  Your item will be 
assigned a number, entered into a computer 
spreadsheet, and then we will put the item on the 
tables along with a slip of paper for written bids.  
You may write a beginning bid on the paper if you 
wish.  The bidding will end right after lunch – and 
the winning bids will be announced at the beginning 
of the afternoon session. 
    When the last songs are sung – and we are 
dismissed, the winners should go pick up the item 
they bought and proceed to the SILENT AUCTION 
table to pay for it.  Be prepared to pay with cash or 
check.  (We do not do credit cards!) 
 
  Also a reminder to local units – elect or decide 
on your officers for 2019 sometime in October.  You 
will find a report form in the president’s packet to 
record the names and contact information.  This 
form is due on October 31 and should be sent or e-
mailed to me:   
 Karen Page, 119 Iris Drive, Cedar Falls, Iowa 
50613  
kp224@cfu.net. 
    See you at Janesville on September 21st. 

 
************** 

MINUTES  
 

Minutes of the Leadership Team of UMW NE District meeting 
Cedar Falls FUMC    July 30, 2018 

 
 President Becky Ullom called the meeting to order at 9:25 after refreshments were served by UMW Cedar 
Falls.  Those present were Becky Ullom, Donna Copper, Kris Stewart, Karen Page, Barb Collins, Donna Flint, 
Donna Hoffman, Penney Morse, Ruth Tucker, Norma Orum, Carol Raithel, and Joann Lambertson.  The group 
remembered Jackie Reams who is recovering from surgery by signing a card that will be sent to her. 
 Joann Lambertson  and Barbara Collins reported briefly on their experience at Mission U.  Barb met with 
Cindy Dicks who led a session and would be an excellent speaker for Mission Study Day in 2019. 
 Lisa Congdon, office manager at FUMC, gave the group information on Midwest Mission near Springfield, 
Ill.  This mission accepts the 2 handled cloth school bags that have been sewn.  Another worthy project, 
DAYS4GIRLS, was explained as a way for sewers in UMW to serve in mission to others. 
 President Becky Ollum handed out copies of the 2018 Directory to those who did not have one. 
 The minutes of the March 1 leadership meeting were read and approved.  
 Discussion was held about pins to be made for each shepherdess to wear on their visits.  A motion was made 
to do more research on the design such as use of magnets to hold the pin, have a slot for a removable name, and 
whether to use “friend” or shepherdess on the pin.  Motion was seconded and carried.  Donna Copper will report 
at our next meeting. 
 Treasurer Kris Stewart gave the treasurer’s report.  As of this date about half of the NE units have sent in their 
pledge money.  The July 1 balance was $3,146.06, July receipts were $9,926.01, July disbursements were 
$8491.35 for an ending balance of $4580.72.  Kris moved that our pledge to the NE district be reduced to $55,000 
for 2019.  The motion was seconded and carried.  A list of 65 active UMW units in the NE District was handed 

FROM YOUR VICE PRESIDENT 
Donna Copper 

FROM YOUR SECRETARY 
Karen Page 
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out.  Riceville decided to go inactive and St. Paul’s of Elgin became active.  However, a note from Elgin indicates 
that they plan to become inactive next year.  The treasurer’s report was filed for audit. 
 Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator Donna Flint gave a report on her efforts to deal with the 
census reports that are sent to her.  Many units have not yet sent in the forms. 
 Barbara Collins, Education and Interpretations Chair, reported that Dick Clark spoke at the Mission Study 
Day on March 17 at Gladbrook with only 23 persons in attendance. She was concerned that only 12 units have 
sent in their Mission Today forms. 
 Norma Orum, chair of Nominations, has received agreement from Cleo Ferris to be a candidate for VP and 
Donna Copper to be a candidate for Chair of Social Action.  There is no candidate at present for Program 
Resources to replace Penney Morse.  Penney described some of the responsibilities of this office.  She also 
expects reading reports to be sent to her prior to the annual meeting in September. 
 The last item of business was led by Donna Copper, Vice President.  She presented an agenda for the UMW 
annual meeting of the NE District to be held on September 21 at Janesville UMC.  The day prior will be a work 
day for the leadership team to stuff packets and folders and to make final preparations for the meeting.  The team 
will meet at 10:00 on Sept 20 and will bring sack lunches for their noon meal. 
 The leadership team reviewed the agenda, adjusted some of the times, made corrections in names and talked 
about organizing registration, handing out of folders and packets, and organizing the silent auction.   Sixty-five 
packets will be needed and about 80 folders will be made for individual attendees.  But we plan to make 100 
copies of items to put in the folders – leaving 20 sets as extras.  Items for the folders are:  agenda, song sheet, 
minutes from 2017, evaluation sheet, 5-Star list, units that had readers, ballot for election of officers, financial 
report, World Thank Offering names, and a list of units that received platinum, gold and silver certificates. 
 Dates were set for meetings in 2019.  Mission Study Day will be on March 23; Day Apart will be held on 
Saturday, May 5 and Annual meeting will be September 6 & 7. 
 Becky Ullom, president, closed the meeting with a prayer.  A noon lunch was provided by the UMW unit of 
Cedar Falls FUMC. 
 
Karen Page  
NE Distric UMW Secretary 

***************** 
 

 
FROM YOUR TREASURER 
 Summer Greetings!  Hope everyone is staying 
cool on these warm summer days! 
 At the close of the 2nd quarter, $24,311.00 has 
been paid toward the NE District 2018 pledge of 
$62,000. This would not be possible without your 
mission contributions. Thank you all!  
 Unit giving reports were emailed/mailed out on 
July 12th showing activity through June 21st. 
 Please send World Thank Offering to me by 
August 31st.  If I receive it by then, those dollars 
will be included in the Candle burning at the 
September 21st annual meeting. 
REMINDER:  To be a 5 Star giving unit, you must 
give in the following categories:  Pledge to Mission, 
Special Mission Recognition, Gift to Mission, Gift 
in Memory and World Thank Offering.  Please refer 
to your 2018 Treasurer’s Reference Calendar to see 
what is due. 

 Continue to submit the following if you have not 
done so yet: $1/unit for magazine fund and 
$1.00/member for Bidwell Riverside, Hawthorn Hill 
and Shesler Hall and Mission u.   
 2019 Pledge Forms: These can still be 
mailed/emailed to me until August 15. 
 NE District Annual Meeting in Janesville, 
Sept. 21.  2019 Treasurer Packets can be picked up 
during registration time at the designated Treasurer 
table or during the officers’ training session.  I will 
go over the new forms and answer any questions you 
may have. I look forward to seeing you on the 21st. 
 Also, look for the “Blue House”.  Anyone 
wishing to donate to our 3 Iowa projects can leave 
their donation in the house.  It will be divided 
equally between all three. 
 As always, you can call or email me with any 
questions you may have.   
 Hope to see you at the Annual Meeting! 

God Bless! 
 
Kristin Stewart, NE Dist. UMW Treasurer 
7840 Beaver Hills Lane 
Cedar Falls, IA 50613 
319-290-1915 •   kris@the-stewarts.com  

FROM YOUR DISTRICT TREASURER 
Kristin Stewart 
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 Lots of concern in separating immigrant 
families. . . . Deadline has been given to put them 
back together but it is felt that the time is too short. 
This involves thousands of children removed from 
their parents. There is also a concern that some of 
the children are not part o a family but are being 
used to get them as parents into the U.S. Medical 
testing is being done to see if they belong as a 
family. 
 Marches are taking place about family 
separations…. And one was held right here in Cedar 
Falls that involved more than 100 people that started 
at Representative Rod Blum’s office and marched 
down West Fifth Street to Franklin Street and up to 
West First Street to Main Street back to Blum’s 
office. During the march the protestors changed 
“education not deportation – Iowa is welcoming and 
families belong together.” 
 Concern is being expressed over the change in 
the tariff rates and the effects they will have. 
 

 
 Hello everyone, I am busy collating the Mission 
Today reports that I have received to date.  A 
common comment has been that the form was hard 
to find or that the dates were incorrect.  Please use 
the 2016-2017 Iowa Mission Today Report form 
found on the Iowa UMC website under UMW 
Forms at www.iaumc.org/umwforms.  If you are 
unable to access the internet or have trouble finding 
it call me and I will help you find it or mail you a 
hard copy.  Also if you have questions about filling 
it out you can call or e-mail me. 
 Even if you think your unit hasn’t done enough 
to be recognized, check the form out and you might 
be surprised by how many of the 20 criteria your 
unit meets!  Units with 15 or fewer members receive 
certificates for meeting 7-12+ criteria and units with 
16 or more members qualify for a certificate with 8-
16+ criteria met.   Every unit that reports is 
recognized.  It would be great to recognize all 65 
active NE units at our Annual District Meeting in 
Janesville on Sept. 21, 2018.  To date I have 
received forms from 14 units so check with your 
local unit if your unit has filled out your 2017-2018 
Mission Today report.  I will continue to accept 

forms by mail and e-mail up to Aug. 20 when I need 
to finalize my report to send to Mary Fredericksen 
the Iowa Conference Coordinator of Education and 
Interpretation. 
 To help you for next year I will include a copy 
of the Mission Today Forms with corrected dates in 
your Presidents Packet which you will receive at the 
Annual Meeting at Janesville UMC on Sept. 21st.   
 
Barbara J Collins, NE District Coordinator of 
Education and Interpretation 
brab4@yahoo.com • 641-330-9388 (Cell #)  
210 W Traer St.  Greene, Ia. 50636 
 

 We have five months to achieve any goals that 
your unit might have set for yourselves at the 
beginning of 2018.   In the last issue, I asked you if 
you’d contacted your Shepherdess.   This time I’m 
going to ask the Shepherdesses,   “Have you 
contacted your units to set up a date for a 
visitation?”   We are the connection between a local 
unit and the District & State. Please do what you can 
to visit all your assigned units in the next few 
months. 
 And, last but not least, I imagine we will be 
asked to report our membership totals again this 
winter.   About half of our UMWs reported last 
year.   Let’s see if we can do better in 2018.  See you 
September at Janesville UMC.  
 
Donna Flint 
Membership, Nurture & Outreach 
 
 

 We are looking for a person to be our 
Program Resource chairman.  This person 
would have responsibility to order books and be 
at the Day Apart, Annual Meeting, Mission u 
and maybe other meetings to help members 
buy their books.  A computer  would be helpful, 
but not necessary.  Please contact any member 
of the Nominating Committee.   
 
  
 

EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION 
Barbara Collins 

SOCIAL ACTION 
Donna Hoffman 

MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & 
OUTREACH 
Donna Flint 

 

NOMINATION COMMITTEE 
Norma Orum, Chairman 

 



 
 

 I hope all units have participated to some extent in the reading program. If you regularly read the Response, 
that is participating in the program. We have many excellent books in the district library that can expand your 
understanding, entertain and inform or give you a different perspective.  
 Some units have created a book club where they read and discuss the same books. Other units participate as 
individuals. Taylor the reading program to meet the needs of your unit. 
 Though reading reports are due July 31, I will accept them in August. You can mail or e-mail the reports to 
me. I don’t need the list of books read, I just need each reader’s name and the program they completed (I, II, III, 
or IV). If a member only completed one or two books or only read the Response, they still participated. Send me 
their name. All participants will receive recognition at the annual meeting and a bookmark, so be sure to include 
everyone. 
 If you would like to check out a book or return books, you can contact me at: Penney Morse, 615 Pine St, 
Osage, IA 50461 or call 641-732-4155 or e-mail pjmorse@gmail.com. 
 
“We read books to find out who we are. What other people, real or imaginary, do and think and feel... is an 
essential guide to our understanding of what we ourselves are and may become.”  
― Ursula K. Le Guin 
 

 

2018 Goal for Iowa Conference Leadership Team for United Methodist Women 

Think, Learn, Live, Give, Listen, Act and Pray...to promote justice in Climate Justice, Economic Inequality, 
Criminalization of Communities of Color, and Maternal and Child Health by:  

1. Providing a speaker list which can be used by local units on each area—Vice President  
2. Promoting legislative awareness and activities (eg Legislative Day, Advocacy Network newsletters. 

Etc.)—Social Action Coordinator  
3. Offering specific prayers at the beginning of all meetings on the four priorities—Education and 

Interpretation Coordinator  
4. Participate in collaborative activities with other agencies on these areas—Everyone  
5. Attending Mission u studies—Everyone  
6. Collecting money, gift cards etc. for an institution or agency that promotes UMW priorities— someone 

from the leadership team; (DeeAnn Wilson will be the contact person this time and will check with 
Hawthorn Hill as to their needs. She will let the team know what those needs are prior to our April 
meeting and we will contribute to those needs as each member feels led. 

Priority Justice Issues for United Methodist Women 
(2016 through 2020 quadrennium) 

❖Climate Justice 
❖Economic Inequality 

❖Criminalization of Communities of Color 
❖Maternal & Child Health 
For more information contact: 

 Iowa Conference UMW Social Action Coordinator Kathi Mitchell kathimitchell1954@gmail.com 
 

 
 

PROGRAM RESOURCES 
Penney Morse 
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Immigration and the Bible: A Guide for Radical Welcome 

By Joan M. Maruskin 
 Learn what it is to be a sojourner and to live into the biblical mandate of hospitality 
for the strangers and aliens in our midst. 
 So, what does the Bible say about immigration? Share with family, friends, and 
study groups. Now FREE for postage and handling from United Methodist Women 
Mission Resources P.O. Box 742349 Atlanta, GA 30374-2349   UMW Mission 
Resources 
 

 
 

 
NOVEMBER 3, 2018  

LATEST THANKSGIVING INGATHERING INFORMATION 
 UMCOR is no longer accepting cloth school bags. UMCOR is now asking that 
school kits be placed in 2-gallon resealable plastic bags. 
 
Assembly Instructions 
• Use a 2-gallon size resealable bag instead of cloth bag. 
• Stack all paper items on top of each other. Place in 2-gallon bag. 
• Place all loose items in smaller resealable bags and place on top of paper and seal 2-gallon bag. 
  

 
 Those who wish to continue sewing school bags can make them for Midwest Mission Distribution Center.  

Midwest Mission Distribution Center School Bag Pattern - https://www.iaumc.org/thanksgivingingathering 
  
As always, if you have any questions or need more books, please contact one of us or your district representative. 
We will be happy to help you! Enjoy your planning for the Thanksgiving Ingathering! 

COORDINATORS 
Mary & Harvey Davis 
1471 Bryantsburg Blvd 

Hazleton, IA 50641 
319-636-2990 

cell# 319-440-2990 
800-228-2853 

davmary41@gmail.com  •  mhdavis@windstream.net 
 

JANESVILLE AREA HOTELS/MOTELS 
 

Quality Inn 
 404 29th Avenue SW  
 Waverly, IA 50677  
 (319) 352-0399  
 Next to Walmart Approximately 5 1/2 miles 
from the church 
 
Super 8 
 301 13th Avenue SW  
 Waverly, IA 50677  

 (319) 596-1064 Next to HyVee  
Approximately 6 miles from the church 
 
Cobblestone Inn and Suites 
 208 East Bremer Avenue  
 Waverly, IA 50677  
 (888) 693-8262  
 Downtown Waverly  
 Approximately 7 1/5 miles from the church 
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Plan to  j o in  u s  f or  th e  
 
2018 D ISTR ICT UMW ANNUAL MEETING  

AND OFFICER TRAINING  

 
Friday,   September 21st  

Registration 9:00 A.M. 
Meeting  9:30 A.M. 

 
JANESVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

424 Sycamore St        Janesville,  IA   
 

 
Bring a large salad for each carload of attendees. 

Sandwiches, beverages, and dessert will be provided 
 

Baby Quilts and Silent Auction items are also needed! 
 

Don’t  miss  the  special  presentation by  
Kip Ladage,  Nature and Wildl ife  Photographer  
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READ-COPY-SHARE 
Notice of publication of each issue is sent to all 
Northeast District UMW officers who have email 
addresses on file. Presidents, Vice Presidents, 
Secretary, and Treasurers of Units who do not have 
email will receive a printed copy. It is the responsibility 
of these officers to distribute copies to other officers in 
their unit, if they are unable to access the issue via the 
IA Con UMW site http://www.iaumc.org/umw. The 
entire newsletter should be shared so that all officers 
and members will be better informed about UMW 
beyond the local level.    
 

WEBSITES 
                Iowa United Methodist Women 
                www.iaumc.org/umw 
 
                United Methodist Women Resource Center 
                www.umwmissionresources.org 
 
                United Methodist Women National 
                www.unitedmethodistwomen.org  
 
 


