
  

 
Greetings, everyone,  
 I’m almost afraid to say it out loud but I think Spring has 
arrived! The weather has been quite a challenge this year but 
we managed to have two successful events in the Northeast 
District.  
 Our Mission Study Day in Gladbrook was a day of 
learning and understanding the effects of our own negligence 
in the world. We must become more diligent about our 
recycling and use of plastics, Styrofoam and synthetics.  We 
must give back what we take away if we want to leave a better 
world to our children. 
  We also had a successful day in Waverly for Day Apart. It 
was a day of learning, counting our blessings, and being 
grateful for abundance with which we are blessed everyday. 
 I want to thank every woman who was willing to drive the 
distance to join us at these events. Those who plan and 
organize them work very hard to make them worthwhile to us. 
  Our next leadership meeting will be in July just before 
Mission U. Please put it on your calendar and plan to attend. 
  I would also like to ask for prayers for Jackie Beamer. She 
has been recovering from surgery and dealing with a serious 
infection. 
 Please keep Dorothy Fisher’s family in your prayers as 
well. Dorothy attended our Mission Study Day and, to our 
surprise, she passed away the following week. She served 
faithfully on the district level for many years. 
   
“For now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. The 
flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come, and 
the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.” Song of 
Solomon 2:11-12 
  

Becky Ullom, District UMW President 
rullom@outlook.com • 563-565-3892 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

Upcoming Dates  
2018 

 
May      4    Friendship Day - Church Women  
  United 
  6 “The Link” District Newsletter online  
  at Iowa Conference UMW Newsletters 
   webpage. 
 

MAY 18-20, 2018 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

ASSEMBLY 
GREATER COLUMBUS CON. CENTER 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 
 

 June  9-11  IA Annual Conference of  
     United Methodist Church 
   10 UMW Gathering at Annual 
                    Conference  
  30   Mission Today Report and Mission 
                       Studies Report due 
 
 July  15 District Officer Training (DOTE) –  
   Iowa Valley Conference Center, 
   Marshalltown 
       15-17 Summer Mission u, Iowa Valley 
   Conference Center, Marshalltown 
  23 NE District Leadership Team 
   meeting –  
 
 Aug 30 Final Day  to add names to “In 
    Memory and in Honor” for World 
     Thanks Offering Candle Burning
   
 Sep   2  Human Relations Day, CWU 
   20 NE District Leadership Team - 
      Workday – Janesville UMC 
   21 NE District Annual Meeting, 
       Janesville UMC   
 

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
Becky Ullom 
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 Question: Is it to early to plan District 
meetings?  Earlier the better. I have formulated a 
plan for NE IA District and will meet with Janesville 
unit soon.   
 Also thank you for attending Mission Study 
(weather that day not the best) and Day Apart.  I'm 
sure everyone attending went away from each 
meeting thoughts or ideas not known before the 
meetings.  Circle on calendar NE IA District 
meeting.  God Bless and keep you.  

 
 As I write this note for the LINK, spring is 
finally here.  I can look out my sun porch window 
and actually see sunshine and the daffodils and 
rhubarb coming up. 

 I was unable to attend the Day Apart, but instead 
visited family in South Carolina whom I had not 
seen since last summer.  It was a wonderful weekend 
with bicycling, enjoying the green trees and flowers, 
grilling out, and catching up with family.  I look 
forward to seeing some of you later this summer. 
 Attached below are the minutes from our March 
NE District Board meeting.  Please note the dates of 
the next board meeting to be held in Cedar Falls on 
July 23 – anyone is welcome to attend.  And note the 
date of the annual meeting of the NE District of 
UMW at Janesville on September 21. 
 Please copy and/or distribute the LINK to the 
women in your circle or unit.  It is very important 
that they be informed of the happenings in the NE 
District and feel part of this important work. 
 
 
 
 

 
************** 

MINUTES  
 
 President Becky Ullom called the NE District UMW meeting to order 1 March 2018 at 10 a.m. at Cedar Falls 
1st United Methodist Church after coffee and cookies were served by UMW ladies of First UMC Cedar Falls.  
Those present were Becky Ullom, Donna Copper Kris Stewart, Karen Page, Donna Flint, Penny Morse, Ruth 
Tucker, Norma Orum, Bev Kester and Joann Lambertson.  Bev Kester told a story to open devotions and Karen 
Page shared the March 1 page from the Upper Room devotional booklet. 
 The minutes of the (virtual) January meeting were read and approved.  A thank you note was read from the 
family of Anita Cox who passed away recently.  A get-well card was passed around and signed to be sent to Pat 
Huxsol who had recent surgery. 
 Kris Stewart gave the treasurer’s report.  She reported a beginning balance of $1000; a conference payment of 
$1434.67; expenses of $169.49 for an ending balance on Feb 28, 2018 of $2265.18.  Her report included a 
spreadsheet showing a summary of disbursements and receipts.  Kris reported that we have 65 active units and 
that Elgin had sent in some money, so they can be counted as active.  So, we actually have 66 active units.  It was 
suggested that a note be written in the LINK to explain how units are labeled as active or inactive. 
 Currently units counted as inactive are CF St. Tims, CF Wash Chapel, Fredericksburg, Nashua and Waterloo 
Kimball.  The conference treasurer also named Hudson, Lime Springs, Rock Falls, and Traer as inactive.  It was 
suggested that units be encouraged to become supportive by sending money to the district, even if they are not 
meeting regularly.  Karen will include that idea in a note sent to those inactive units encouraging women to attend 
Mission Study Day and Day Apart. 
 Becky said that she would make pins for the new officers.  Donna Copper suggested that a special pin be 
designed to be worn by each shepherdess when she goes to visit.  She will work on the design. 
 Treasurer, Kris Stewart, handed out copies of the proposed changes to the Standing Rules of the NE District 
UMW.  Penny Morse moved that the changes be approved as printed, Joann Lambertson seconded the motion.  
Motion carried.  Kris noted that Becky needs to be listed as one who can sign checks.  Kris and Becky will meet 
at the bank to sign the necessary account forms.  
 Bev Kester reported for Barb Collins, Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation.  Plans are almost 
complete for Mission Study Day to be held March 10 at Gladbrook.  Dick Clark will speak on Climate Justice 
during a morning session from 9:45 to 11:45 a.m. After a sack lunch, there will be an afternoon session ending at 

FROM YOUR VICE PRESIDENT 
Donna Copper 

FROM YOUR SECRETARY 
Karen Page 
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2:30 p.m.  Donna Flint will be at the registration table at 9 a.m. and Penny Morse will have books for sale during 
the day. 
 Vice President, Donna Copper reported on plans for the NE District Annual meeting to be held in Janesville 
on September 21.  She suggested a speaker that she knows from the Extension Office who would speak on 
“Factors that Affect Children.”  It was noted that the date for the 2019 NE District Annual meeting has been set 
for September 6 and 7, 2019.  Another date to remember soon is March 8, International Women’s Day. 
 Donna Flint, Coordinator for Membership Outreach, has been working on completing the census by entering 
data on-line for those persons who could not enter it themselves.  One of the problems encountered is that one 
does not know for certain if the information has been accepted.  The group discussed an article describing the loss 
of UMW members nationwide.  It was noted that the Book of Discipline requires that each church have a UMW 
unit and that all women members of the church should be considered as members of the UMW. 
       Nominations committee will be meeting soon to find replacements for three officers; Donna Hoffman, Donna 
Copper, and Penny Morse. 
       Due dates for future issues of the LINK were confirmed.  April 21 is due date for the May LINK.  July 30 is 
the due date for the August LINK.  And November 19 is the due date for the December LINK. 
      Penny Morse, Program Resources Coordinator, reported that she would have many books for sale or checkout 
at the Mission Study Day.  She mentioned several books that she recommends to be read.  She also talked about 
legislative alerts on topics such as immigration, tax cuts, sanctuary cities, and water quality and run-off from 
animal confinement operations. 
      Bev Kester announced that Jackie Bradford would be honored on March 11 in the afternoon at the annual 
meeting of the NE District Conference.  This will be held at Waverly Heritage UMC. 
     The meeting was adjourned at noon followed by lunch served by Cedar Falls First UMW.  After lunch the 
location for the July board meeting was discussed.  Those around the table agreed that they would like to meet 
again at FUMC in Cedar Falls.  The July 23 date is on the church calendar for NE District board meeting in Cedar 
Falls. 
      Respectfully submitted,  Karen Page, NE District UMW Secretary 

***************** 
 

 
 Happy Spring!  If it ever stops snowing! The 
pledges are slowly coming in.  Please check your 
Treasurer’s Reference Calendar to see what’s due.  

Here is what’s due in quarter two: 
- $1.00 per unit for Magazine fund 
- $1.00 per member for Shesler Hall, Bidwell-

Riverside and Hawthorn Hill and Mission u. 
- Encourage receiving World Thank 

Offering at the May meeting. 
- 2nd Quarter Pledges 
- Prayer & Self-Denial offering 

Please send 2019 Pledge amount by July 1, 2018.  
Unit giving reports will be coming out in first part of 
July. 
 NOTE: There have been some questions as to 
what makes a unit active or inactive.  Active units 
are those who send funds with a remittance form for 
the designated categories on that form, even if you 
only send funds for one item for the year.  Inactive 
units are those who have not sent any funds in 
during the year or have notified the President or 
Treasurer they are no longer an active unit. This    

 
does not, however, mean that you are not an active 
UMW group in the church. 
 Make plans now to attend summer or fall 
Mission u (July 15-17 or October 19-21). It’s a great 
time to connect with others and enjoy some fabulous 
classes. 
 REMINDER:  National no longer wants any of 
the "Legacy Fund" money to be sent to the district 
treasurers.  The money is to be sent directly, by each 
individual or Local unit, to National (bypass the 
district and conference treasurer). The address to 
send donations to is:   

United Methodist Women 
Attn: Development, Legacy Fund 

475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor, Room 1503 
New York, NY 10115 

Write "The Legacy Fund" in the memo section 
   OR Online at 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund 
 
 If the gift is given in honor of or in memory of 
someone, include the name and address of that 
person as well as the name and mailing address and 
email address of the donor. 

FROM YOUR DISTRICT TREASURER 
Kristin Stewart 
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 Legacy Funds will be continuously received 
through 2019 when United Methodist Women 
celebrate our 150th anniversary. 
 Questions regarding the Legacy Fund should be 
sent to: 

legacyfund@unitedmethodistwomen.org 
If you ever have questions, please give me a call or 
send an email. 
God Bless! 

Kristin Stewart, NE Dist. Treasurer 
7840 Beaver Hills Lane 
Cedar Falls, IA 50613 

319-290-1915   •   kris@the-stewarts.com 
  

 
Well spring is finally here and as we look towards 
summer it is time to get your Iowa Mission Today 
Report Forms turned in.  You will find the form on 
the Iowa Methodist Church website under Iowa 
UMW forms link:  

 https://www.iaumc.org/umwforms . 
Your report needs to be sent to me by June 30, 2018.  
This allows your local group to be recognized for 
their achievements in the current year.  You are 
encouraged to complete a minimum of 10 criteria, 
including 5 of those marked with an asterisk on the 
form. Please send your reports to:  

Barbara J Collins 
210 W Traer St. 

Greene, Ia. 50636 
 On March 17, 2018 approximately twenty ladies 
ventured out on the ice to Gladbrook UMC for the 
Mission Study Day.  Our speaker was Dick Clark 
and he presented an informative talk about Climate 
Justice including some scientific background on 
climate change. The ladies of the Gladbrook UMW 
served a breakfast of bars and coffee and each of us 
brought a sack lunch to eat during break. Thank You 
all who helped with setting up, devotions, technical 
support, refreshments, registration and 
communication.   
 You made my first time organizing an event as 
the Northeast District Education and Interpretation 
Coordinator easier and I look forward to working 
with you again on next year’s Mission Study Day.  
 
  
  
 
 

 Human trafficking does take place in Northeast 
Iowa. A couple in Waterloo was arrested recently for 
doing it.   
 Did you know that, according to the 
International Labor Organization, an estimated 20.9 
million victims of human trafficking takes place 
worldwide?   
 There are an estimated 14,500 - 17,000 people 
trafficking into the U.S. each year, according to the 
State Department.   Thirty-two billion dollars are 
generated each year from human trafficking 
according to the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services. 
 Eighty-three per cent of sex trafficking victims 
identified in the U.S. were U.S. citizens, and the 
average age they are first used for commercial sex is 
12-14, according to a study by U.S. Department of 
Justice. Four hundred ninety-nine trafficking 
convictions were issued by the Justice Department in 
2017.  Four thousand four hundred sixty cases were 
reported to the National Human Trafficking Hotline.   
 Iowa passed a human trafficking law in 2006 
making the crime a class C felony.  The U.S. Senate 
voted March 21 to approve an anti-sex-trafficking 
bill that waits for  the President's 
signature.   Classified ads website was shut down by 
the Justice Department on April 6 this 
year.  Information taken from the Waterloo Courier 
paper.  
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Norma Orum 

 The nominating committee will begin calling 
members to fill several openings on our executive 
board.  Please consider the opportunity to serve in 
the NE IA District UMW.  We need people that are 
willing to fulfill the duties of these offices.  We meet 
about four times a year and then conduct several 
special events.  Thank you. 
 
MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH 

Donna Flint 
 Spring will be here soon, and perhaps your 
Shepherdess has a ‘date’ to visit your unit . If not, 
call or write them now. 
 Census is over, I have not received the final 
totals as yet. Thank You to all the units who 
reported, & according to my lists- that was about 42. 
 Weather has not been our friend this Winter & 
Spring, so its always good to see you at the Mission 
Day & Day Apart meetings. 

EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION 
Barbara Collins 

SOCIAL ACTION 
Donna Hoffman 



 
 Welcome Spring! What a great time of year to sit out on your patio, get your vitamin D and read a good book. 
You still have three months left to add more books to your list for the 2018 reading year. 
 We have 93 books are currently checked out, including 17 from the 2012 reading list, and those books will be 
retired after this year.  We still have 30 books in the library available for checkout. There is still time to check out 
some books and participate in the reading program. 
 If members of your unit checked out books last fall, remember to either mail them back or bring them to our 
annual meeting this fall. I like to keep the books in circulation. I will be contacting units that have books checked 
out for over a year so you can track them down before our annual meeting. 
 Reading reports are due July 31. You can mail the reports to me. All I need is each reader’s name and the 
program they completed (I, II, III, or IV). If a member only completed one or two books, they still participated 
and send me their name. Everyone who participated will receive recognition at the annual meeting. I create 
individual bookmarks for all participants, so be sure to include everyone. 
 If you would like to check out a book or return books, you can contact me at: Penney Morse, 615 Pine St, 
Osage, IA 50461 or call 641-732-4155 or e-mail pjmorse@gmail.com. 
 Remember, reading is a window into another world. I look forward to hearing from the district readers. 
 

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 Rev. Jerry and Barb Oakland invite 
you to join them and Pastor Paul & 
Dorothea Wood on a trip to England 
next fall!  
 Depart from your local airport on 
Friday, September   28 and spend an 
amazing week in John Wesley’s 
England. Arrive home on Saturday, 
October 6.  
 Contact Barb Oakland at 319-377-
5977 or barb.oakland@gmail.com for 
more information. Registrations and 
down payments need to be received 
between now and June15. Educational 
Opportunities sponsors this UM tour–
http://www.EO.travel/mytripTourHE18 

092818 CodeD ID28297  Check it out!! We’d love to have you join us!! 
 

****************** 
 Dr. Mark Mattes (from Grandview University) and I will lead a trip to Dubai and India in March of 
2019.  We will explore the Islamic and Hindu culture of Dubai and India. 
 Our first planning meeting will be on Sunday, afternoon June 3 at 1:30 p.m. in the Krumm Center, 
Grandview University, Des Moines. 
 Please contact me if you would like more information. 
 
  Rev. Hugh R Stone 

Polk City United Methodist Church  hugh8@juno.com 

PROGRAM RESOURCES 
Penney Morse 
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Save	the	Date	
Iowa	Conference		

United	Methodist	Women’s	Event	
Sunday,	June	10,	2018	

During	Supper	Break	
Wesley	UMC	

800	E.	12th,	DSM	

Program:	“Swedish	Childcare	and	Family	Policy	Study”	
	Kelsey	Smith,	2017	Recipient	of	the	Theressa	Hoover	Community	

Service	and	Global	Citizenship	Award	

Supper	Tickets:		$10.00	

(Write	Checks	to	“Iowa	Conference	UMW”)	

RSVP	to	Myra	Bowman:		jlmkbowman51@comm1net.net		

Or	Call:		641-843-4086	

Mail	Check	and	reservation	form	below	to:	

Myra	Bowman,	911	Golfview	Ave.,	Britt,	IA	50423	
	

Name(s):_____________________________________________________________________	

Number	of	Tickets:_______________		 Total	Amount:_____________________	

Unit/District:__________________________________________________________________	



 
 
 

 
 
 

BEING BOLD 
FOR CHRIST 

IOWA UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

Mission u 

Learning Together for 
Transformation of the World 

 

Summer Mission u 
July 15-17 

3:00 PM Sunday through 3:30 PM Tuesday 
Registration begins at 2:30 on Sunday 

Fall Mission u 
October 19-21 

4:00 PM Friday through 3:30 PM Sunday 
Registration begins at 3:30 on Friday 

Io
w
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18

 

Geographic Study: 
Missionary Conferences 

of the United 
Methodist Church in 

the U.S. 

Social Issue Study: 
What About Our 
Money? A Faith 

Response 

Spiritual Growth 
Study: 

Embracing Wholeness 
With 

Lynn Calvert 

For More Information, 
 Brochure & Registration Form visit: 

https://www.iaumc.org/missionuformerlysocm 
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Iowa United Methodist Women 

Mission u 2018 Registration Form 
**Complete one form per person** 

WHICH EVENT WILL YOU BE ATTENDING?          �  Summer – July 15-17  �  Fall – October 19-21 

Please Print Clearly 
name_________________________________________________ email __________________________________________________ 
  (as you want it to appear on your name badge) 

address ___________________________________________ city _______________________________________ zip _____________ 
 

home phone ___________________________________________ cell ___________________________________________________ 
 

SELECT ALL THAT APPLY      local unit ___________________________________________ 
 

�  clergy   �  female �  child   district _____________________________________________ 
�  laity     �  male  �  youth  
�  This is my first time to attend Mission u or School of Christian Mission 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH STUDY 
  All participate in “Embracing Wholeness” 
 Summer:  �  English (All)  Fall:  �  English �  Korean 

CHILDREN’S & YOUTH STUDY INFORMATION 
 

name _____________________________ 
 

grade completed ____________________ 
 

birth date __________________________ 
 

chaperone _________________________ 
 

relationship ________________________ 

CHILD CARE 
 

Summer Event – Children ages 6-10 should 

register for the Children’s Study in the 
summer.  Child care will be offered on-site for 
children 5 and under only in the summer. 
 

I am requesting child care for ____ children.  
Please list names and ages: 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

Fall Event:  *Please see note on back of form. 

Number of vouchers needed for fall:  ____ 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
Amt. pd _______________ reg # __________ 

ck # ______________ confirmed __________ 

class ________________________________ 

leader _______________________________ 
 

ISSUE STUDIES 
Choose one for your session. 
Summer:  �  Missionary Conferences Fall:  �  Missionary Conferences 
    �  What About Our Money?           �  What About Our Money? 
    �  Youth Study             
                   �  Children’s Study 

Note: Classes may fill before the deadline, 
so please register early 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

name_____________________________________ relationship ________________ 

phone – day ___________________________ evening ________________________ 

At Mission u, I will be staying at __________________________________________ 

OR    � commuting 

SPECIAL NEEDS   
(Please be specific.) 
mobility _____________________________________________________________ 

diet _____________________________ other ______________________________ 

REGISTRATION FEES 
 

adult study ……………………………$125.00 (summer)  Due:  June 16 (Summer) 
adult study ……………………………$125.00 (fall)              September 20 (Fall) 
youth/teen study ………………….. $75.00 (summer) 
children’s study (ages 6-10) ….  $50.00 (summer) 

Make check payable to Iowa Conference UMW and mail with this form to: 

Chris Werling, 4712 Chadwick Road, Unit #1, Cedar Falls, IA 50613 | cwerling72@gmail.com  |   319-594-2404 

**Like us on Facebook:  Mission u Iowa -- For additional registration forms, please visit www.iaumc.org/MissionuformerlySOCM** 

� I am giving an extra $ ___________ for the Diversity Fund.  For information about the Diversity Fund, see back of this form. 

� I give permission to share my email with National UMW, if requested by the National staff. 
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Ruth MF Tucker 
339 Lawrence Ave. 
Evansdale IA 50707-1231 
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Dates of Northeast Iowa District Events – p.1    Secretary – Minutes  - p.2, 3 
Education and Interpretation  - p.4    Social Action - p.  4 
Membership Nurture & Outreach Coordinator – p. 2  Spiritual Growth Coordinator – p. 4 
Nominating Committee  - p. 4      Treasurer –p. 3, 4  
President – p. 1       Vice President - p. 2 
Program Resources – p.5      

READ-COPY-SHARE 
Notice of publication of each issue is sent to all 
Northeast District UMW officers who have email 
addresses on file. Presidents, Vice Presidents, 
Secretary, and Treasurers of Units who do not have 
email will receive a printed copy. It is the responsibility 
of these officers to distribute copies to other officers in 
their unit, if they are unable to access the issue via the 
IA Con UMW site http://www.iaumc.org/umw. The 
entire newsletter should be shared so that all officers 
and members will be better informed about UMW 
beyond the local level.    
 

4WEBSITES 
                Iowa United Methodist Women 
                www.iaumc.org/umw 
 
                United Methodist Women Resource Center 
                www.umwmissionresources.org 
 
                United Methodist Women National 
                www.unitedmethodistwomen.org  
 
 


