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Greetings All, 
 This is a special edition of The Link to announce 
our plans for this year’s annual meeting. It will be a 
Zoom meeting. It will be held on Friday morning,  
18 Sept. 2020. You will find an agenda in this Link 
that will give the details.  
    You will also find a Zoom invitation. Please save 
it so you can click on it and become part of the 
meeting on the 18th. If you and your local unit can 
come together in your sanctuary and practice social 
distancing perhaps you can view the meeting online 
via laptop or a large screen, if you church uses one. 
If not, you may prefer to join us from home on your 
computer or laptop or even your smart phone.  
    Or perhaps you will have to select someone from 
your group to watch the meeting and report back to 
you. I just encourage you to watch and absorb the 
information you receive. This will be the only 
chance you will have to hear some of what has been 
happening this year. Of course, there will be no 
communion service, meal, book sales or officer 
training this year.  
     But we do have a wonderful guest speaker. Gayle 
Wilcox, pastor at Dumont, New Hope, and wife of 
our most recent DS, Paul Wilcox, will share her  

 
 
Christian journey with us. We will burn our candle, 
make officer reports and recognize 5 star units and 
outgoing officers. We will also count our attendance 
through Zoom. All in all, the meeting will be 
considerably shorter than usual. Although we will 
have no skit for you, our Zoom performance may be 
enough to give you a laugh. It is new to most of us 
Also this edition of The Link is your President’s 
Packet.  
     You may order the program book through Barb 
Collins, as well as cards and other books that can be 
ordered throughout the year. �We will have a follow-
up Officer’s Meeting later this fall to set dates for 
2021 events and shepherdess assignments. We will 
include that information in the next issue of the 
Link.  
    As we bump through the remainder of this year 
we want you all to know that we have not forgotten 
you. We pray for all of you each day. Our hope is 
that you are all enjoying good health and social 
distancing to the best of your ability. Wearing masks 
is not always comfortable but we hope you continue 
to do wear them whenever you must. �I know local 
units are not meeting at this time. But I hope you are 
still collecting your pledges and inspiring each other 
to continue the work of Women in Mission the best 
you can. We are all in this together and our mutual 
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PURPOSE of UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community 
of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to 

experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; 
to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; 
and to expand concepts of mission through 

participation in the global ministries of the Church. 
 

FROM YOUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT 
Becky Ullom 



    Special Issue     September 2020 The Link Page  
 

2 

support of each other is essential to our service for 
those in need.  
     As I have learned about the derecho that blew 
through our state, I ask of you to pray for many of 
our district communities that have been damaged. I 
have heard and read many stories of suffering and 
destruction for so many. I have also discovered there 
are ways to help through financial support. I hope 
we can all choose one we can trust to assist in the 
recovery of our district and state.  

   We look forward to ‘seeing’ you on Sept. 18
th

. 
We will do our best to inform you and I’m sure we’ll 
entertain you a little as well. � God bless you all in 
your service through Christ.  
 
Becky Ullom, President NE District UMW 
2349 Highway 63, Chester IA 52134 
319-240-6228 • rullom@outlook.com

 
 
     
 
 
     I put the information on Vice Presidents duties in the last Link so I hope you have shared that. 
     The Annual Meeting will be by Zoom and I we will get the number to you as soon as possible. I’m looking 
forward to hosting this meeting and introducing you to Rev. Gayle Wilcox.  Please try to get together with others 
from your church who have internet access so that as many people as possible can attend. 
 God bless you during this difficult time with the Pandemic.   
  Cleo Farris, Vice President 
   1827 Locke Ave. Waterloo, IA 50702  
   319-234-0519 or cell 319-415-4047  
 

NORTHEAST DISTRICT UMW 
ANNUAL MEETING - SEPTEMBER 18, 2020 

  9:30  REGISTRATION, Connecting via Zoom 
 WELCOME  -  Cleo Farris, NE IA UMW Vice President 
           DEVOTIONS - Cleo Farris, NE IA UMW Vice President 
   Reading of the Purpose by Officers and those watching 
           ROLL CALL - Donna Flint, Membership Nurture Coordinator 
BUSINESS MEETING 
           CALL to ORDER - Becky Ullom, NE IA UMW President 
           MINUTES of 2019 - Becky Ullom, NE IA UMW President 
           COMMITTEE on NOMINATIONS REPORT - Pat Huxsol, Nominations Chairperson 
           ELECTION OF 2021 OFFICERS - Pat Huxsol, Nominations Chairperson 
           FINANCIAL REPORT & 2021 PLEDGE to CONFERENCE - Bev Kester, NE IA Treasurer 
           CANDLE LIGHTING - Bev Kester, NE IA Treasurer 
           ADJOURN BUSINESS MEETING    
 REPORTS AND RECOGNITIONS 
 5 STAR UNITS -  Bev Kester, NE IA Treasurer 
 PROGRAM RESOURCES - Barb Collins, Program Resources Coordinator 
            MISSION STUDY & MISSIONS TODAY - Barb Collins 
 RECOGNITION of OUTGOING OFFICERS - Becky Ullom, NE IA President 
INSTALLATION OF 2021 DISTRICT OFFICERS –  
          At the October 3, 2020 Iowa UMW Conference Annual Meeting.   
              This will probably be a Zoom meeting as well. 
    Introduction of Speaker -   Cleo Farris 
        SPEAKER:   Rev. Gayle Wilcox, Pastor (New Hope Parish –Aredale-Bristow-Dumont)  
 
 
 

FROM YOUR DISTRICT VICE PRESIDENT 
Cleo Farris 
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NE IOWA DISTRICT UMW 

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES  
The 2019 annual meeting of the NE District of 
United Methodist Women was held September 6, 
2019 at the Strawberry Point UMC.  Registration 
began at 9:30 as members brought items for the 
silent auction and beautiful quilts to be displayed on 
the church pews. At 10:00 group singing of hymns 
in the sanctuary, led by Karen Page, signaled the 
beginning of the meeting. 
     Carol Raithel, president of Strawberry Point 
UMW, welcomed the ladies to the church.  Donna 
Flint gave the roll call; 27 units were represented 
with 55 women in attendance.  Donna explained the 
census procedure and encouraged units to do a better 
job of responding and sending forms to her. 
    Pat Huxsol presented the ballot of officers for 
2020.  By unanimous voice vote, the ballot was 
accepted and officers were elected for 2020.  She 
encouraged members to consider serving as a district 
officer when contacted during the coming year. 
     Kris Stewart presented the financial report.  A 
pledge of $55,000 to the conference for 2020 was 
recommended by the leadership team – this  was 
approved by voice vote.  At this time, $33,199 of the 
$55,000 has been paid by the NE District to the 
conference.  The beginning balance in January was a 
carry-over amount of $500.  The ending balance as 
of August 31, 2019 was $3106.93.  Kris anticipates 
that NE District will be able to meet its pledge by 
year’s end. 
    A candle was lit in remembrance of UMW 
members who have passed during this year.  It will 
burn 3 hours and 50 minutes based on $5542 sent to 
the district from World Thank Offerings.  There are  
now 62 units of United Methodist Women in the NE 
District.  Three units have gone inactive since year 
end 2018. 
    Marlys Anderson from West Union UMW invited 
the women to the 2020 annual meeting that will be 
September 18, 2020 at West Union UMC. 
      Cleo Farris introduced Lynn Calvert, president 
of Iowa Conference United Methodist Women, who 
was the speaker for the day.  She talked about issues 
that our country is now facing and how to face the 
future.  She emphasized that United Methodist 
Women is composed of women who do much more 
than just work in the kitchen.   She also presented 
some bold ideas as to how to increase our 
membership. 

    Members of the leadership team gave a skit: 
“Lime Jell-O, Marshmallow, Cottage Cheese 
Surprise”.  After announcements, the group was 
dismissed for the salad luncheon.   
    After lunch DOTE was held for officers.  Group 
singing in the sanctuary welcomed the women for 
the afternoon session of reports and recognition. 
     Kris Stewart announced that the silent auction 
netted $393.  The love offering collected was 
$1051.10 The total of Silent Auction and Love 
Offering was  $1,444.10 and will be divided among 
the three Iowa projects supported by Iowa United 
Methodist Women:  Bidwell-Riverside $481.37, 
Hawthorne Hill $481.36 and Shessler Hall $481.37.  
The twenty-six quilts that were displayed will be 
given to Bidwell-Riverside.  There were forty 5 
STAR units in 2018.  Certificates for 2019 will be 
sent out in January.  Kris expressed her thanks to all 
treasurers for their help during her six years as 
treasurer for the NE District. 
    Penney Morse thanked all those readers for taking 
part in the reading program.  She recognized 16 units 
who reported with 55 women who read at least one 
book on the UMW reading list. 
    Barb Collins noted the listing of awards given for 
Missions Studies and Mission Today.  She received 
25 forms this year.  The new coordinator for mission 
studies will be Donna Hoffman.  Next year the 
forms should be sent to Donna. 
     Joann Lambertson reported on Mission U held at 
Marshalltown in July.  There were 107 persons who 
attended.  The theme was “Continuing our Legacy”.  
Fall Mission U will be held October 18-20.  Joann 
commented on the good programs, news things that 
she learned and the good food enjoyed by all. 
     Kris Stewart and Penney Morse were recognized 
as outgoing officers by president, Becky Ullom.  
The new officers were installed by Conference 
president, Lynn Calvert.  Pastor Rev. Mary Green 
served communion assisted by conference officers.  
The day ended with singing of the UMW Purpose 
Song and the song, “150 Years of Methodist Women 
in Mission.”  President Becky thanked members of 
the Strawberry Point United Methodist Women for 
their gracious hospitality. 
    The meeting ended by 2:30, people collected their 
silent auction items and made their way home. 
  Respectfully submitted, 
  Karen Page, NE District Secretary 
 
 
 

FROM YOUR SECRETARY 
Karen Page 
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NE District UMW Leadership team MINUTES  
        The leadership team for the UMW NE District 
met on July 29, 2020 at First United Methodist 
Church in Cedar Falls.  President, Becky Ullom 
called the meeting to order at 9:45.  Due to the 
COVED-19 virus, officers wore face coverings and 
distanced themselves around tables pulled together 
in a circle so that a six-foot distance was maintained.  
Members in attendance were Becky Ullom, Cleo 
Farris, Bev Kester, Karen Page, Donna Flint, Barb 
Collins and Pat Huxsol. The minutes of the March 
9th meeting were read.  Cleo Farris moved that the 
minutes be approved; motion carried. 
      Membership Chair, Donna Flint, reported no 
visits by shepherdesses as of this time.  She also 
reported that there has been a better response on 
census reports compared to last year. 
     Vice President, Cleo Farris, reported that a 
ZOOM meeting will be hosted by conference 
president, Lynn Calvert, on August 3 from 6 to 8 
p.m. to discuss the annual meeting to be held 
September 18.  Election of officers will be discussed 
as well as the change to five districts for Iowa’s 
United Methodists. 
      A suggestion for distribution of papers that we 
include in packets for the annual UMW meeting of 
the NE district is to send a special edition of the 
LINK to NE units.  Ruth Tucker agreed to do this.  
Each officer will send her reports/forms to Ruth by 
August 20 so that the special edition of the LINK 
can be sent on September 1st. 
      Another suggestion is to hold the annual meeting 
using ZOOM.  Chris Congdon, Media Coordinator, 
First United Methodist Church, Cedar Falls, agreed 
to act as host for that ZOOM meeting.  The officers 
and speaker will meet in one of the rooms that are 
wired for the technology.  The officers will give 
their reports via ZOOM to all UMW members who 
have accepted invitations to join the meeting.   Gayle 
Wilcox has agreed to be our speaker.   
       Barb Collins, serving as Program Resources 
coordinator, reported that members have been 
sending in reading reports.  New program books for 
2020-2021 are available for $10.  Barb will describe 

how to order a set of materials in an article for the 
special edition of the LINK. 
       Barb Collins is also serving as Coordinator for 
Education and Interpretation and is accepting the 
Mission Today reports and the approved report form 
for Mission Studies.  Karen will talk to Donna 
Hoffman about reports that she may have collected 
and give them to Barb Collins. 
       Karen Page moved that Mission Study Day 
scheduled for this fall be cancelled.  The motion was 
passed. 
      Bev Kester, treasurer, reported total receipts for 
the period of January to July 2020 was $5166.03.   
The beginning balance on July 1, 2020 was 
$2166.03.  Receipts were $6534.40, disbursements 
were $5261.96 leaving a balance on July 29 of 
$3934.41.   Discussion was held on the proposed 
budget for 2020.  It was moved and seconded that 
the budget be adopted.  Motion carried.  The group 
agreed that honorariums be paid to both Chris 
Congdon and Gayle Wilcox for their participation in 
the annual meeting. 
      Pat Huxsol, Nominations committee chair, led a 
discussion about a slate of officers for the newly 
reorganized NE district of UMW.  Her report 
included these suggested officers.  President, Becky 
Ullom;  Vice President, Barb Shepley (Mt. Vernon); 
Secretary (to be filled);  Treasurer, Bev Kester;  
Education & Int, Rose White (Cedar Rapids);  
Membership Nurture, Lu Horek;  Social Action, 
Vonda Birchmier (Cedar Rapids, would like a 
helper);  Spiritual Growth, Cleo Farris;  Program 
Resources, Barb Collins;  Communications, Eva 
Depriest and Wendy Johnson (Lisbon);  
Nominations, Marcia Young, Pat Huxsol, Susan 
Runyan.  Pat will present this slate to the ZOOM 
meeting on August 3rd. 
    Becky led the group in the Lord’s Prayer.  
    Meeting adjourned at 12:20. 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 Karen Page, NE District Secretary. 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
      Because of Covid 19, Unit treasures will receive  forms for 2021 that they would have received at the NE UMW 
Annual Meeting in a special mailing.  
      Our Annual Meeting will still be on Friday, September 18, but will be on Zoom.  I am hoping you have someone at 
each unit that can help everyone watch and participate in the meeting. We will try to have all the regular parts of the 
meeting on Zoom.  
    Treasurer’s Packet to be sent separately will include: 

FROM YOUR  DISTRICT TREASURER 
Bev Kester 
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    • 2021 Treasurer's Reference Calendar • Local Gift to Mission for Units 
    • UMW Remittance Form Instructions   • Special Mission Recognition Order Form 
    • The Remittance Form • Pledge form for 2022 Pledge to Mission 
    • Form honoring and/or remembering deceased members at 2021 Annual Conference. 
     Please call District Treasurer, Bev Kester, 641-330-7023 if you have questions or you have difficulty opening forms. 
 
Bev Kester, NE Dist. Treasurer 
P O Box 308,  Greene, IA. 50636 
641-330-7023 • 641-816-4300 rkester@myomnitel.com 

 
 

Treasurer's Report  Part 1     
  

NORTHEAST 
DISTRICT 

UMW 
   Receipts thru July 31,2020 

 
  

  

RECEIPTS 
2020 

   
 

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY   TOTAL  
TRANSITORY MISSION GIVING                 
     Pledge   $1,925.83 $1,777.83 $2,575.00 $4,664.00 $3,698.00 $3,155.83 $17,796.49 
     Special Mission Recognition     $240.00   $40.00 $40.00 $40.00 $360.00 
     Gift To Mission     $10.00 $5.00 $25.00 $60.00 $80.00 $180.00 
     Gift in Memory   $35.00 $20.00 $5.00 $135.00 $75.00 $244.00 $514.00 
     World Thank Offering   $45.00 $435.25 $75.00 $63.00 $148.00 $341.15 $1,107.40 
     Pennies   $6.75   $13.00   $10.00   $29.75 
     Love Offering   $25.00 $75.00 $13.00       $113.00 
     Pledge Other       $8.00       $8.00 
     Call to Prayer & Self-Denial   $127.00 $442.40 $300.00 $440.00   $449.80 $1,759.20 
     Magazine Fund   $3.00 $4.00 $6.00 $8.00 $3.00 $7.00 $31.00 
     Bidwell-Riverside   $203.00 $93.00 $166.00 $246.00 $54.00 $241.00 $1,003.00 
     Shesler Hall   $141.00 $93.00 $151.00 $246.00 $54.00 $241.00 $926.00 
     Hawthorn Hill   $96.00 $93.00 $151.00 $246.00 $54.00 $241.00 $881.00 
     Redbird         $100.00     $100.00 
     McCurdy                 
     Alaskan Conf.                 
     Oklahoma Conf.                 
     World-Hunger                 
UMCOR                 
    World-  Hunger Africa                  
    Bidwell Flood Relief                 
   Iraq Christian Families Relief Fund                 
Other                 

     Bright Future for Children/Youth                 
     Scarritt Bennett                 
     World Communion (Crusade 
Scholarships)                 
     Assembly Offering                 
     Diversity Fund/Legacy (Refund to Unit)                 
                                TOTAL TRANSITORY $0.00 $2,607.58 $3,283.48 $3,468.00 $6,213.00 $4,196.00 $5,040.78 $24,808.84 
                  
     START-UP  $500.00              $500.00  
     Iowa Conference $1,277.62     $1,277.62     $1,277.62 $3,832.86 
     Mission u   $76.00 $93.00 $146.00 $246.00 $54.00 $216.00  $831.00  
     Program Resources                 $0.00 
Women at the Well/ not UMW project                $-    
Interest Income on Bank Account   $0.08 $0.42 $0.47 $0.54 $0.66 $0.62  $2.79  
                 $-    
                               TOTAL  AMD  FUND $1,777.62 $76.08 $93.42 $1,424.09 $246.54 $54.66 $1,494.24  $5,166.65  
                  
GRAND TOTALS $1,777.62 $2,683.66 $3,376.90 $4,892.09 $6,459.54 $4,250.66 $6,535.02  $29,975.49  
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“  Greetings from my ‘back yard’,  thank goodness 
we have them,  right?     God’s nature park is at its 
best right now.  So take a cup of coffee and enjoy ! 
  

 Census is over, we had a small increase in 
reporting this year, so that is good news.   
 I think some units are starting to have some 
meetings.  Keep your Shepherdess informed as to 
when you will be meeting. 
  Our church has met now for about 3 weeks, and 
seems to be doing O.K., some are staying home & 
watching their computers. 
 

PART 2     TREASURERS REPORT    July 31 2020 
EXPENSES 

2020 
DISBURSEMENTS           

 
    

   JANUARY   FEBRUARY   MARCH   APRIL   MAY   JUNE   JULY   TOTAL  
                  
TRANSITORY TO CONF.    $2,607.58   $3,283.70   $3,468.00   $6,213.00   $4,196.00   $5,040.78   $24,809.06  
                  

A & MD  FUND                 
      Travel      $150.90         $120.00   $270.90  
       Postage (other)    $18.21     $61.33         $79.54  
       Printing (other)              $38.18   $38.18  
       Postage Newsletter - LINK        $44.00       $33.00   $77.00  
       Printing Newsletter - LINK        $61.79       $66.77   $128.56  
       Supplies  $20.90       $3.33       $7.00   $31.23  
       Program Resources                $-    
       Honoraria                $-    
       Lodging                $-    
       Library                 $-    
       Study Books SG                $-    
       Meals                $-    
       Shepherding Exp. Other                $-    
       Shepherding Expense travel                $-    
       Mission u Officers                $-    
       Mission u Scholarships                $-    
       Mission u FROM UNITS    $76.00   $93.00   $146.00   $246.00   $54.00   $216.00   $831.00  
Diversity Fund                $-    
       Gifts in Memory    $35.00             $35.00  
Hostess Units for Dist. Meetings                $-    
       SMR Pins Retiring Officers                $-    
       Mission Card                $-    
Bank Fees                $-    
Unneeded AMD funds-END OF YEAR                $-    
funds for Women at the Well                $-    
non UMW refund                $-    
Legacy (Refund to Unit)                $-    
UMCOR                 
                 $1,491.41  
                      
GRAND TOTAL  $20.90   $2,736.79   $3,527.60   $3,784.45   $6,459.00   $4,250.00   $5,521.73   $26,300.47  
                        
Beginning balance  $500.00   $1,756.72   $1,703.59   $1,552.89   $2,663.39   $2,661.07   $2,661.97    
Receipts  $1,277.62   $2,683.66   $3,376.90   $4,891.62   $6,459.54   $4,250.90   $6,535.02    
Funds Available  $1,777.62   $4,440.38   $5,080.49   $6,444.51   $9,122.93   $6,911.97   $9,196.99    
Less:  Disbursements  $20.90   $2,736.79   $3,527.60   $3,784.45   $6,459.00   $4,250.00   $5,521.73    
Ending Balance   $1,756.72   $1,703.59   $1,552.89   $2,663.39   $2,663.93   $2,661.97   $3,675.26    
   bal.   bal.   bal            
                  

  

MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH 
Donna Flint 
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Hi to everyone, I've missed you due to the COVID. 
Sorry to say this will be my last year as a District 
Officer.  I have enjoyed all the time spent in our 
meetings with all you wonderful women through the 
14 years as an officer. 

   I know Pat will be a good Spiritual Growth 
Coordinator. Due to my health problems, it's time 
for me to retire. I still plan on attending Mission U 
as well as the other meetings, as I will be able. 
   It's great that some women from the new counties 
are filling some of the empty offices.  I know they 
will be welcomed by everyone. 
   God Bless all of you and also the new ladies of the 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
Joann Lambertsen 
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Northeast District.  Again, thank you all for the fun 
and serious times we had together.                    
Romans 8:31  "If  God is  for us,  who can be 
against  us?"  
    Joann Lambertsen 
 
 
 

                 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

																				UNITED	METHODIST	WOMEN	LOCAL	UNIT	OFFICERS	FOR	2021					
Please complete this form even if there are NO changes.  Return to the district secretary by October 31. Note this is a month 
earlier!!!!   Send to:  Karen Page, 119 Iris Drive, Cedar Falls,  Iowa 50613 or  kp224@cfu.net If there is no elected officer, 
leave the space blank. 
    NAME  STREET ADDRESS      CITY/TOWN/ZIP  PHONE E-MAIL   

	

PRESIDENT_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

VICE	PRESIDENT		_______________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

SECRETARY			__________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

TREASURER____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

CHR	NOMINATIONS_____________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

PROGRAM	RESOURCES__________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

SPIRITUAL	GROWTH_____________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

ED	&	INTERPRETATION___________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

SOCIAL	ACTION	________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

MEMBERSHIP________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Alice  
Arlington  
Beaman  
Calmar  
Cedar Falls First 
Charles City  
Chester 
Cresco, Zion 
Decorah  
Delhi  
Dysart  

Edgewood  
Elma  
Evansdale 
Fayette 
Giard, Living Faith  
Gladbrook Chapel  
Greene  
Guttenberg  
Hazleton  
Independence 
Janesville  

LaPorte  
Marble Rock  
McGregor  
Monona, Living Faith  
New Hampton  
Parkersburg  
Plymouth  
Reinbeck 
Rockford  
Rudd  
St. Ansgar  

Strawberry Point  
Sumner  
Toledo  
Waterloo First  
Waterloo, Mt. Hope  
Waukon  
Waverly, Heritage  
West Union  

 
 
 
 

5 STAR UNITS - 2019 
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NE DISTRICT UMW WORLD THANK OFFERING 2020 
MEMORY AND HONORS 

 
 
 
CALMAR Honors:  LuAnne Becker, 
Cheryl Satterfield, Phyllis Byerly 
 
CEDAR FALLS FIRST Remembers: 
Isabel Cummings, Ruth Peterson, 
Margaret Willoughby 
 
CHARLES CITY Honors: Heather 
Dixon; Remembers: Kay Vietz, Barb 
Miller 
 
CHESTER Honors: Sue Richter 
 
CRESCO FIRST Remembers: Marge 
Jackson.  
 
DYSART Remembers:  Irene 
Vogeler, Marcella Hach, Marlys 
Finzer, Mary Nelson 
 
EDGEWOOD Honors: Margaret 
Faust 
 
FAYETTE Honors: Margaret Addy, 
Alma Aanzs, Kaye Bergholt, Dorothy 
Leugzeman, Jean Martin, Vivian Orr. 
 
GARWIN Honors: Our Church and 
all our Families during Covid 19. 
 
GUTTENBURG Honors: Lillian 
Handke 
 
INDEPENDENCE Honors:  Kay 
Saunders, Frances Bantz, Janet 
Greenley 

 
 
JANESVILLE Remembers: John 
Brucher, Sandra Brucher 
 
JESUP:  Remembers: Belle Boyer, 
Darlene Bender. 
 
McGREGOR Remembers: Jackie 
Lamb, Dr. Donald Strutt. 
 
MARBLE ROCK  Remembers:  
Bonnie Schriever 
 
PLYMOUTH  Remembers:  Mona Mc 
Court 
 
SUMNER Remembers: Fannie 
Johnson. 
 
VOLGA  Remembers:  Joyce 
McClintock 
 
WATERLOO FIRST Remembers:  
Jean Lybbert,  Dott Schreiner,  Jane 
Proctor, Lois Schultz, Cecile Powers 
 
WAVERLY HERITAGE Remembers: 
Gerry Clewell, Gwen Schoonover,          
Mary McLey 
 
WEST UNION Honors: Ollie 
Pleggenkuhle, Chris Ebbers, DeLyte 
Ebbers; Remembers: Marlys Fink, 
Lois Underdahl
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 I am filling in for Donna Hoffman as she needed 
to step down from coordinator of Education and 
Interpretation.  As things have been up in the air as 
to whom to report to, I will be accepting Mission 
Today Forms up until September 15th if you want 
your unit to be announced during the Zoom Annual 
Meeting on September 18, 2020.  Remember that the 
reports cover from July 1, 2019 up until June 31, 
2020 so as I have said before take a look at the 
criteria form, you could have met more of them than 
you think.   
 I will send certificates in the mail to the 
president of your unit by the end of the year for 
special Recognition, silver, gold and platinum.  Any 
criteria met will be acknowledged, just mail, email, 
or even call your forms to me.  Here is a link to the 
form. It has 2016 dates on it but it is the same form, 
just cross off 2016 and insert 2020 for this year and 
2021 for next year.    
https://www.iaumc.org/files/websites/www/IOWA+
MISSION+TODAY+REPORT+FORM.pdf 
 
Mission Today Reports  as of now: 

• Greene- Platinum  
• Lamont- Platinum 
• Edgewood- Gold 
• Fredericka- Gold 
• Janesville- Gold 

I would love to announce more units during the 
zoom annual meeting along with these five units.  
   Barbara J Collins, Interim coordinator of 
Education and Interpretation  
210 W Traer St.  
Greene, Ia. 50636 
Email: brab4@yahoo.com 
Cell: 641-330-9388 
 

 The reading program list for 2021 is available 
for downloading it at:    
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/2021readin
gprogramtitles.pdf.  Check it out and get a start on 
reading for next year.   I have ordered eight books to 
add to our district library; women Rise Up: Sacred 
Stories of Resistance for Today’s Revolution by 
Kathy Zey,  Cinderella Liberator by Rebecca Solnit, 
#NotYourPrincess: Voices of Native American 

Women by Charleyboy, Adamant: Finding Truth in 
a Universe of Opinions by Lisa Beverly, They Call 
Me Guerrero: A Border Kid’sPoems by David 
Bowles, No Justice: One White Police Officer, One 
Black Family, and How One Bullet Ripped Us Apart 
by Robbie Tolan, The Unstoppable Garrett Morgan: 
Inventor, Entrepreneur, Hero by Joan Dicicco, and 
Lifesaving Church, The: Faith Communities and 
Suicide Prevention by Rachael A. Keene.  There is 
one or two books from each of the five categories.   
 I also have tried something new and bought The 
Hate You Give by Angie Thomas in E-Book form 
that you will be able to loan by calling me to get an 
access code and password to read on your Kindle or 
with  the Kindle app on your tablet, computer or 
phone.   This will be a trial run to see if it will work 
and if there is any interest in this format.  I will tell 
you that I downloaded The Hate You Give and read 
it in one night. It  made me see the issue of being a 
minority youth who has to hear “ The Talk” about 
not making any moves that can be seen as 
“Threatening” in any way.  I have never had to fear 
being stopped by police other than that I had broke 
the speed limit and could potentially have a hefty 
fine.  What a wake up call this book was. If this 
format works out well we can add to the Ebook 
library on Amazon Kindle.   
 As a part of the Ebook loan process I needed to 
set up an email account for the NE Program 
Resources that  you can now use to send me your 
reading program lists or to request books from the 
library to be sent to you.  The email address is 
NEIAUMW.programresource@gmail.com.   
I plan on getting a google Doc written up of the 
books we have in the library that count towards the 
reading program sometime before the end of the 
year.  Also remember to read your Response 
Moment Magazine.  If your Unit has a subscription 
to the magazine they also have a digital copy 
available.  You just need to access it at 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/response/di
gital-library  and enter the account number or email 
address associated with the subscription.  
 This year I had seven units report with 29 
readers.  There were 19 Plan I, 3 Plan II,  2 Plan III, 
1 Plan IV, and 4 participants who read one to four 
books.  I will be sending out the 2020 Reading Plan 
Achievement Bookmarks by mail to the president of 
your unit by the end of the year.  I look forward to 
hearing from the readers from the past year again 
and hope to hear from more of you this coming year. 
Let’s make 2021 the year of the reader! Social 
Distancing has opened up a lot of opportunity to 
read the books from the reading program.  I am 

EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION 
Barbara Collins - Interim 

PROGRAM RESOURCES 
Barbara Collins 



    Special Issue     September 2020 The Link Page  
 

11 

always surprised by how on point the selections are 
for what is happening in our world right now and 
how they bring to light viewpoints different than 
what is the “norm” for most Iowan women.  
 
Barbara J Collins, Program Resources  

210 W Traer St.  
Greene, Ia. 50636 
641-330-938  •  brab4@yahoo.com 
NEIAUMW.programresource@gmail.com 
 

 
Prayer and Responsive Reading for Those Affected by Coronavirus 

by the Rev. Dionne P. Boissière,  Chaplain at  the Church Center for the United Nations.  
ONE: Holy One, we come to you in this moment of uncertainty and un- �charted territory – facing this 
unprecedented global pandemic. Amid �universal fear, panic, confusion and anxiety, please remind us that you � are 
the God that calmed the storm and made the winds to cease. We cry out to you!  
MANY: Hear us O God of peace.   
 
ONE: Benevolent Savior, you have called us to be your hands and feet in this world. As we face this crisis 
together, help us remember to be mindful of how we speak to, live with and treat one another. May we truly seek 
to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. � 
MANY: Hear us O God of compassion.  
 
ONE: Master Physician, there are millions now in desperate need of your healing touch. Look now upon those 
who are at highest risk – the immunocompromised, the elderly, those who have existing chronic health conditions, 
cancer patients, transplant recipients, dialysis patients, those who have been exposed to COVID-19 and are 
seeking testing or immediate medical attention.  
MANY: Hear us O God our healer.   
 
ONE: All seeing God, look upon those who are now living in isolation, those who must be separated from loved 
ones for safety reasons, those who are single and/or without support systems, the disabled, those who are already 
living with mental disease, emotional and psychological disorders, those who are poor and already do not have 
access to health care or social services. Help them know that social distancing does not mean social 
disconnection. Help us be the community that we seek. � 
MANY: Hear us O God of mercy.  
 
ONE: Loving God, hear the cries of those who have lost loved ones to this virus or other ailments and cannot 
postpone their grief, but must refrain from gathering in order to care for the living, even while mourning their 
beloved who have died. � 
MANY: Hear us O God of comfort .   
 
ONE: Discerning God, touch now those who are in decision-making positions, in governments, churches, 
corporations, and the like; help them to realize that their choices directly impact the lives and futures of our 
families, communities, countries and the wider world. Help them choose people over politics and the health of 
humanity over the wealth of individuals and profiteers.  
MANY: Hear us O God of wisdom  
 
ONE: God of justice, safety and care, we pray for all medical professionals, caregivers, researchers, teachers, 
first responders, law enforcement, school officials, those making decisions about fighting the new coronavirus. 
For the small business owner, the hourly wage worker, the uninsured, the undocumented and all those who will 
feel the economic impact of this pandemic on every level. Inspire those in position to develop better tests to 
diagnose the virus, vaccines to prevent it, and protocols and communication to eliminate the spread. May empathy 
be our guide.  
MANY: Hear us O God of protection and grace.   
 
ONE: Liberating God, remind us that we are still on the journey with Jesus during this Lenten Season. Restore 
our hope, renew our joy and give us your strength and remind us that resurrection will surely come. � 
MANY: Hear us O God of grace.  
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 Things are very different this year as we are going from eight Districts to five Regions as of January 1, 2021. 
We are adding four counties and 18 units to our region.  I have worked very closely with the Nominations Chair 
from the East Central District in preparing this slate of officers.  We combined those of our NE District who were 
interested in continuing and those of the East Central District who had been nominated.  I tried to contact 
nominees personally but with the problems created by the “derocho” storm, it has been a challenge.  
 Proposed ballots are being sent to the Conference and we will not vote on the ballots until the IA Conference 
UMW Annual Meeting on October 3.  This will be a ZOOM meeting as will our NE Regional meeting on 
September 18. 
 There is a lot of information in this Link so read it carefully and plan where you can assemble to ZOOM the 
meetings.  You might want to get together in groups for each meeting.  The number to key into will be sent to you 
prior to each meeting.  
 Stay safe and Stay well. 
Pat Huxsol, Nominations
 

NOMINATONS COMMITTEE 
Pat Huxsol, Chairman 
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IOWA CONFERENCE ANNUAL MEETING 

By ZOOM only! 

October 3, 2020 

10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. 

 

 Theme:  “We’re All in This Together” 

 

More information to 
come to you soon. 
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2021 NORTHEAST REGION DISTRICT OFFICERS 
 
President 
Becky Ullom 
2349 Hwy 63 
Chester IA  52134 
319-240-6228 • rullom@outlook.com 
 
Vice President 
Barb Shipley 
4 Hillcrest Heights Lane 
Mount Vernon IA  52314 
319-895-6566 
 
Secretary 
Karen Page 
119 Iris Dr 
Cedar Falls IA 
319-230-7200 • kp224@cfu.net 
 
Treasurer 
Bev Kester 
P.O. Box 308 
Greene IA  50636 
641-816-4300 • rkester@myomnitel.com 
 
Mission Coordinators: 

Education & Interpretation 
Rose White 
1112 Oakland Rd NE Apt 2 
Cedar Rapids IA  52402 
319-721-4898 • poseyflowerrose@gmail.com 
 
Member Nurture & Outreach 
Lu Horak 
2733  51st St 
Vinton IA  52349 
319-479-2340 • luhorak1954@aol.com 
 
Social Action 
Vonda Birchmier 
3807 Foxbourough Terrace NE 
Cedar Rapids IA  52402 
319-294-1497 • vonbird@aol.com 
 
Spiritual Growth 
Cleo Farris 
1827 Locke Ave 
Waterloo IA  50702 
319-234-0519, 319-415-4047 •      
       cleofarris@q.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Program Resources Secretary 
Barb Collins 
210 W Traer St 
Greene IA 50636 
641-330-9388 • brab4@yahoo.com 
 
Communications Coordinator 
Wendy Johnson 
332 Huber Lane 
Lisbon IA  52253-8540 
319-551-1428 • johnsonwendy725@gmail.com 
 
Assistant Communication Coordinator 
Eva Depriest 
24162   310th St 
Parkersburg IA 50665 
319-2422819 • eva.depriest@yahoo.com 
 
Nominations Committee 
Chairperson: 
Pat Huxsol 
508  3rd St 
Charles City IA  50616 
641-330-0234 • phuxsol@mediacombb.net 
 
Members: 
Sue Runyon 
601 Big Rock Road #587 
Fayette IA  52142 
563-419-5660 • riverglanfarm@outlook.com 
 
Marcia Young 
3902 Aurora St 
Dubuque IA 52002-0454 
563-588-9650  • msq49@aol.com 
 
Kate Buroker 
2922 Alleghany Dr NE 
Cedar Rapids IA  52402-3312  
319-362-5258 • brokawj@aol.com 
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IOWA	CONFERENCE	UMW	2021	NOMINATIONS	

Nominative	Ballot		
	
President	
	 (	)	Gladys	Alvarez		
	 1140	45th	Street		
	 Des	Moines,	IA	50311-3414	
	
Mission	Coordinators		
Education	&	Interpretation		
	 (	)	Barbara	Oakland	
	 3649	29th	Avenue		
	 Marion,	IA	52302-6406	
	
Program	Resources	Secretary		
	 (	)	Marilyn	Burch		
	 2905	E.	Aurora	Avenue		
	 Des	Moines,	IA	50317-6253		
	
Nominations	Committee		
	 (	)	Irene	Dodder		
	 216	Cloverdale	Circle		
	 Council	Bluffs,	IA	51503-1507		
	
Mission	u	
Business	Manager		
	 (	)	Judy	Beane		
	 1030	290th	Street		
	 Garwin,	IA	50632		
	
Assistant	Business	Manager		
	 (	)	Judy	Wannerd		
	 1117	Pacquette	Avenue		
		 Sioux	City,	IA	51109	
	
Dean	
	 (	)	Linda	Blazek	Garvin		
	 606	Phillips		
	 Polk	St,	IA		502226-4126		
	

Assistant	Dean	
	 (	)	Nancy	Stockwell		
	 300	Walnut	Street	#133	
		 Des	Moines,	IA	50309-2272		
	
Continuining In Office 
Secretary		
	 (	)	Janet	Yungbluth		
		 120	Willow	Lane		
	 Rossie,	IA	51357	
		
Social	Action		
	 (	)	Deb	Streff		
	 1212	Brendel	Hill	Drive	NW		
	 Cedar	Rapids,	IA	52405		
	
NOMINATIONS	COMMITTEE	
Chairman		
	 (	)	Sandy	Oswald		
	 612	Grand	Ave	C-3		
	 Creston,	IA	50801		
	
	 (	)	Ritzanna	Seaton		
	 1670	220th	Street		
	 Batavia,	IA	52533-7531	
	
		 (	)	Bobby	Jo	Paige		
	 2557	250th	Street		
	 Grundy	Center,	IA	50638		
 
Mission u 
Technician Specialist 1 more year  
 ( ) Crystal Wilken  
 1434 Laurel Circle 
 Cedar Falls IA 50613 
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LINK – UMW Northeast District Newsletter 
Ruth MF Tucker 
339 Lawrence Ave. 
Evansdale IA 50707-1231 
 
 
Address Correction Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please notice copies of reports and forms usually received via the president packet at the annual meeting.   
 
 
 

 

READ-COPY-SHARE 
PLEASE FORWARD TO ALL MEMBERS OF YOUR UNIT.  INFORMATION IN THIS ISSUE IS 
NEEDED IF ATTENDING THE ZOOM MEETING OF EITHER THE NE DISTRICT OR THE IOWA 
CONFERENCE ANNUAL MEETINGS.  
 The entire newsletter should be shared so that all officers and members will be better informed about 
UMW beyond the local level.    
 

The Link NEWSLETTERS AND NE DISTRICT REPORT 
FORMS ARE NOW ON THE NORTHEAST 

DISTRICT WEBSITE – UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Link.  

https://northeast.iaumc.org 
I will continue to send them to you via your email unless you 

request differently. Thank you, rmftucker@gmail.com 
Ruth Tucker, Communications Coordinator 

 


