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 A fresh wind is blowing!   God’s world is moving with energy.  The invigorating energy 
surrounded the officers who attended Mission u summer session.  Four days of learning about The 
Bible and Human Sexuality, Climate Justice, and Latin America was enriching.  Remember that every 
UMW member is welcome to attend Mission u.  The fall session, October 21 to 23, starting on Friday 
and ending on Sunday, may fit in the schedule of more women.  I do encourage you to consider this.  
It is amazing to join with other women dedicated to growing, learning and serving.  The officers who 
could not attend this summer will be attending the Fall Session. 
 

The T.E.A.M Meetings were well attended, and we hope served to keep us united in mission with joy.   
Thank you to Coon Rapids, Stratton, Orient, and Dunlap UMW for graciously hosting. 
 

District Annual Day is coming September 24 at Denison.  I do hope to see many of you there.  
Denison  members are eagerly planning and preparing so you have a special day to celebrate what 
Southwest United Methodist Women have accomplished this year.  There will be time for inspiration 
for the future.  
 

October 27 will be Southwest District Mission Study with Griswold UMW hosting.  This is a great 
way to earn credit for completing the studies while having an enjoyable day and sharing with friends.  
The Climate Justice study was very meaningful at Mission u this summer, and Margot Young is 
working to make it a great time for you. 
 

“To develop a creative, supportive fellowship” is one goal nestled within our purpose.  As I write 
this, I am very aware by the ways we support each member in UMW with love, prayers, and action.  As 
we reach out to those who are dealing with grief, we are reminded that God himself has felt that deep 
pain of loss and has the power to mend the suffering we share.  Past President Sheri Watson’s husband 
Tom recently passed away, and our prayers are with her and all members who are mourning.  
Scripture tells us that “He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,  . . . to comfort all who mourn, 
and provide for those who grieve…”  Isaiah 61:1-3.   
   

 Welcome to Lanesboro and Lohrville UMWs! 
As Lanesboro and Lohrville Units transfer from the North Central 
District to the Southwest District, we offer a warm welcome and 
extend our love to the women of these units.  We can’t wait to meet 
you!  We’re so blessed to add you to our list of units. 
 
Love and Blessings, 

   Irene       

Irene Dodder, Southwest District President 

216 Cloverdale Drive, Council Bluffs, IA  51503-1507; 712-328-3206; idodder01@cox.net  
 

 

PURPOSE - - The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose 

is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, suppor- 

tive fellowship, and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

 

August 2016 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – from Irene Dodder 

mailto:idodder01@cox.net
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Vice-President – Sharlee Owens 
 

Our Annual meeting is at the beautiful Denison United Methodist Church on Saturday, September 24th.  It is fully 

accessible, and the Denison ladies are ready to welcome us.  All the breakout rooms are on the same floor, so it will be 

an easy day.  Be sure to send in your reservations by September 16. 
 

Sharlee Owens, 1514 210th Street, Red Oak, 51566-4425; 712-623-2056 
 

Secretary/Communications Coordinator – Judy Marnin 

 At our District Officer training session at Marshalltown, we were given information about record retention 

for local units.  Items which should be saved each year are one copy of your yearbook, minutes, audits, 

materials of historical value (e.g. information on retreats or mission programs), and other legal or official papers 

(e.g. bequests, scholarship information).  Our district bylaws say that minutes of the secretary and treasurer 

should be kept for 5 years.  The Conference says two quadrennia, which is 8 years.  Working documents such as 

planning lists, email discussions, or memos need not be saved.  Saved information should be archived in a neutral 

site, such as the church office.  Although the secretary is the custodian of official papers and records, she should 

not personally keep anything after her term is over.  I know some of us are pretty casual about our records, but 

they should be archived for future information. 
 

Judy Marnin, 52635 770th Street, Anita, 50020; (H) 712-762-4415; (C) 712-249-3557; jjmarnin@midlands.net 
 
 

Program Resources – Betty Smallen and Betsy Henry 
 
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light to my path.”  
Psalm 119:105 says that we should read and think about 
our reading both of the Bible and other books.  Program 
Resources are geared to help you find the best reading 
and best thinking books.  The UMW Reading Program is 
the UMW’s open window to the world of good books.  
One of the books on the 2016 reading list is Get off your 
Donkey and Help Someone.  Based on the parable of the 
Good Samaritan, the book emphasizes the fact that we 
all have talents and reasons to help. Remember the 
Samaritan got off his donkey and helped the man, when 

the religious leaders passed by on the other side.  So let’s 
do the same. 
Thank you all so much in promoting the Reading Program 
over the past year.  It is appreciated.  See you all in 
Denison on September 24 for the District Annual 
Meeting.    Keep reading! 

 Betty 

Betty Smallen, 225 12th Avenue, Council Bluffs 51503-6586; 402-401-8998; srbabc@cox.net 
Betsy Henry, 109 Somerset, Council Bluffs 51503-5547; 712-323-1474; belonhenry@aol.com  
 
 

Education and Interpretation – Margot Young 
 

 Genesis 2: 15:  “The Lord God took the human and settled him in the Garden of Eden to farm it and to take care of it.”  
Thank you all for sending your Mission Studies report forms and your Iowa Mission Today report forms. Forty units of our 
66 total units reported.  Thanks!  Silver and Gold Awards will be given out at the District Annual Meeting September 24 in 
Denison. The Platinum Awards will be given out at the Conference Annual Meeting October 8 in Decorah. We hope the 
winners will be there to pick up their awards.   
 I enjoyed and learned a lot at Mission u last month. I’m sure you will too.  Please go to the fall session October 21-
23 in Marshalltown. You will be glad you did. Registration is due September 21.   
 Mission Study Day is October 27 at Griswold UMC. I hope many of you will plan to attend.  Details will be in the 
October newsletter, so be watching for deadlines.  Thanks for your mission work! 

Margot 

Margot Young, 536 Vine Street, Carson 51525-4369, 712-484-3677, margotyoung@gmx.com 

mailto:jjmarnin@midlands.net
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Spiritual Growth – Carol Rogers 

 “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and 
hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 
 It has been a great summer so far. I have had lots of 
things going on, and I know that God has been there with me.  
His hand is leading me and keeping me safe.  This verse is very 
comforting and reassuring.   I don’t want anyone to think I have 
had a perfect life.   I have had my share of problems and trials.  
But God is there with me through all of it, holding me close and 
strengthening me when I need it. I spend every morning with 
him reading devotions and related scriptures and then having a 
time of prayer.  Staying close to him in this way is important to 
my faith and building my trust.  If you don’t have a time for God 
daily, I encourage you to start soon.  It is so refreshing and 
necessary to your faith.  
 We just came home from mission u in Marshalltown.  It 
was another great experience.  The two studies this year are 

The Bible and Human Sexuality  and Climate Justice.   If you 
haven’t done the study Latin America: People and Faith it is also 
available.  Learning is something I really enjoy.  Mission u never 
fails to fulfil that need for me.  If you haven’t signed up for the fall 
session, do it now.  Registration needs to be in by September 
21.  The dates for the education event are October 21-23 at 
Marshalltown at the Iowa Valley Continuing Education Center.  
The information you need was in the last newsletter.  
 
I am looking forward to seeing all of you at Annual Meeting in 
Denison on September 24th.  May God bless all of you. 

         

 Carol 

 

Carol Rogers, 604 West Temple, Lenox, IA  50851-1502; 641-333-4391; carogers12@yahoo.com  

 

Membership Nurture and Outreach – Kathy Twigg       
 

 I hope everybody is enjoying the hot days of summer.  I enjoyed our oldest granddaughter’s graduation from high 
school in Florida, and am very excited that she will be attending college at Drake.  I enjoyed watching another 
granddaughter play softball (very glad the games were in the evening), and enjoyed watching my third granddaughter 
dance.  It’s been a busy summer! 

 Please plan on attending our Annual Meeting on September 24 in Denison for a great day of 
seeing old friends and meeting new ones!  We’re anxious to see who gets to take the banner for 
Membership increase back to their local UMW unit! 

Luke 11: 9   “And so I say to you: ‘Ask, and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock, and the door will be 
opened to you.’”   

              Kathy 

Kathy Twigg, 107 North 9th St., Guthrie Center, IA 50115-1414; (Cell) 641-757-1450; 

kdtwigg@netins.net 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Note from Nominations Committee--Ballot for 2017 officers 

The Nominations Committee is working hard to fill the vacant slots for your district officers.  As of this date, the 

slots have not been filled, but we expect to have that done soon.  Our bylaws say that you must be advised of 

your candidates 30 days before the election, so we need to have a ballot to you by August 24.  We hope it will be 

done before then.  Our secretary will email the ballot to all those who have email.  Those units for which we 

have no email addresses will receive their ballot by postal service to your president.  Be looking for these 

mailings via email or post office.  Voting will then occur on September 24th.  Thanks for your patience. 

Pat Curtis, Donna Clark, and Sheri Watson 

 

mailto:carogers12@yahoo.com
mailto:kdtwigg@netins.net
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Treasurer – Helen Pollock 
Summer Greetings to all Treasurers, 
Thank you to all who sent in your pledge amounts for 
2017.  We use those numbers to help determine the 
district pledge to the state, so your response definitely 
helps!  There are several units that I haven’t heard from 
yet this year, so if you haven’t submitted anything yet, 
now would be a good time. 
 I hope you will attend the officer’s training on 
September 24th at Denison.  If you can’t come, could you 
please make arrangements with someone else from 
your unit or a nearby unit to pick up your Treasurer’s 
Packet?  We do not have a budget for mailing these, so 
picking them up is your best option.   
 My only other reminder is that you need to send 
in a remittance form with every check.  The auditor 
requires paperwork for everything!  It is easier for me if 
you add all the items on the form together and send it all 
in one check.  

 Remember that if you want to call me, you need 
to use my cell phone 712-370-5999 as we discontinued 
our land line.  I’m also available on email or Facebook if 
that is easier for you.   
 Tom and I plan to take a trip to Colorado later 
this month.  Hope you’ve had the opportunity to enjoy 
your summer.  We will all enjoy the cooler weather when 
it comes! 
 Thanks for everything you do for Christ through 
UMW.  Being treasurer is not an easy job, so THANK 
YOU for doing it! 
 

        Helen  
 

Helen Pollock, 34167 Rains Avenue, Malvern 51551-
4105; 712-370-5999 (cell); helenp2@wildblue.net 
 

  

Nominations Committee – Patricia Curtis, Chair 
 

Just a note from Nominations that as you review the open positions approaching this fall, the current officer holding that 
position may well have suggestions as to who could or would be a successful successor. We will be looking to fill the 
District Secretary, District Communications Coordinator, District Education and Interpretation Coordinator, and 
District Membership and Nurture Coordinator.  Carol Rogers will begin her third year, Cherie Miner will begin her third 
year, and Donna Clark will begin her third year of a four-year term.  Continue to talk and visit with members about the 
openings coming up, continue to share information about the office, and offer to answer any questions.  Serving is a gift 

and we need to locate those individuals who will share their gifts with units. Pat 

 

Pat Curtis, Chair, 1 Oak Knoll Road, Red Oak, 51566-1755; 712-623-6307; patswett7@gmail.com 
Donna Clark, 3094 265th Street, Villisca 50864; 712-826-5132 (h); 712-621-3487 ©; djclark@myfmtc.com 
Sheri Watson, 21832 Covena Circle, Council Bluffs 51503-3910; 712-322-7356; sdw0518@aol.com 
 
 

Save the Date! 

Mission Study Day 
Thursday,October 27 

 

 Coffee & Registration 8:30 a.m.; Program 9:00 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 
 

Climate Justice with Sarah Paulos From Iowa Interfaith Power and Light 
 

Learn about the justice concerns raised by the drivers of climate change, and the 

communities affected by it. 

Griswold United Methodist Church 
100 Cass Street, Griswold, Iowa 

mailto:helenp2@wildblue.net
mailto:patswett7@gmail.com
mailto:djclark@myfmtc.com
mailto:sdw0518@aol.com
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Social Action – Cherie Miner 
 
Now is the time for “faithful activity”! 
 
 Greetings, Sisters in Christ!  I just completed a full summer of Vacation Bible Schools across southern 

Iowa with MUMMs (Mobile United Methodist Missionaries). Thank you to those who helped serve kids by 

supporting Bible schools in your area. And if you didn’t this summer, I encourage you to consider this 

ministry next year. So many kids need the love and hospitality of a church family; so many parents need 

trusted adults to help care for their kids. Believe me, you will be blessed. 

  

As we move into a new school year and election season, I want to share a favorite New Testament passage from 

James 2:14-17:   “My brothers and sisters, what good is it if people say they have faith but do nothing to show 

it? Claiming to have faith can’t save anyone, can it?  Imagine a brother or sister who is naked and never has 

enough food to eat. What if one of you said, ‘Go in peace! Stay warm! Have a nice meal!’? What good is it if 

you don’t actually give them what their body needs? In the same way, faith is dead when it doesn’t result in 

faithful activity.”  

 

 I encourage you to meditate on this passage and ask what you can do to both feed, clothe and care for 

people and advocate for justice. Some ideas include: 
 

 Participate in Change a Child’s Story by giving books and time reading poor kids in your community. 

Your local school, library or other organization may help you find ways to connect with kids who need 

books and reading mentors. Contact me if you need help getting started.  

 

 Put together Ingathering kits. These kits make a difference all over the world. 

 

 Support a local food bank and/or clothing closet, especially as weather turns colder. 

 

 Read and inform yourself about candidates for public office at all levels – local, state and federal. Ask if 

the policies they support reflect God’s call for a just society – by feeding and caring for the least 

among us. Vote accordingly. Then follow up to monitor if the winners govern justly.  

 

Jesus and the prophets charged us to provide not just charity and mercy, but justice. That’s a full plate, but with 

God’s help, we’re up to the task. 
   

     Blessings & shalom,   

                              Cherie 

Cherie Miner, 1129 South Avenue, Elliott, 51532-5051, 712-767-2724, minadams@netins.net 
 
****************************************************************************************** 

Upcoming Southwest District and Iowa Conference Events and Deadlines 2016 
  
September 24 Southwest District Annual Meeting, Denison UMC 
October  8 Iowa Conference UMW Annual Meeting, Decorah UMC 
October 21-23 Fall Mission u, Marshalltown 
October 27 Mission Study Day,  Griswold UMC 
October 31 List of 2017 officers to District Secretary 
December 1 Final day for Treasurer to count 2016 remittances 
 
 

mailto:minadams@netins.net
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“A Fresh Wind Blowing. . . . Come soar with us!” 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE  

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETING  

ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH  

at DENISON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

113 S. 14
th

 Street, Denison, IA  51442-2028 

Coffee and gathering at 8:30a.m.***** Meeting at 9:30a.m. 

Let’s celebrate our successes and learn how we can change and grow!  

Our speaker will be Betty Smallen -- “Manna,” the Manawa Faith Community. 
 

Come for our annual business meeting, installation of officers, local officer 
training, presenting of annual awards, worship, and fellowship! 

 

This is the day that local Presidents pick up their President’s Packet  
with important papers and forms to last the entire year! 

 

Remember your gifts for Bidwell, Shesler Hall, and Hawthorn Hill: 
 It’s too late for Campbell’s soup labels, but all facilities need paper towels, toilet paper, 

cleaning supplies, laundry products, toiletries, and feminine hygiene products. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Reservations for lunch @$8.00 per person are due by September 16 

to Delores Dozark, 2455 R Avenue, Denison 51442, 712-269-9237. 
Checks made out to Denison UMW. 

 
 

Name of unit: _________________Number of lunches: _____ Total: _______ 
 


