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Greetings!   

I am so eager to renew old acquaintances and become friends with you United Methodist 

Women that I do not know.  As I step into the role as your president, I am filled with excitement.  

I am humbled by your faith and encouraged by your kindness.  My scriptural guidance comes 

from Micah 6-8, “And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly, and to love mercy, and 

to walk humbly with your God.”   I take human steps, so I may not follow that path perfectly, but 

I will pray for guidance every day. 

 Please offer suggestions, ideas, and changes, because I do come to serve.  So much has 

changed in the years that I was off your board, that there is so much for me to learn and 

relearn.  Please remind me of things that I am missing.  I need your direction. 

 Be certain to put UMW Day Apart on your calendar for April 28!  It is February, but our 

April day of sharing and renewal is coming.  I look forward to seeing you at Carson. 

 I am so optimistic about all that we can accomplish together.  I wish each unit and each 

member a 2016 filled with success as we meet challenges, uphold each other, and serve those 

who need our loving missional support.   

 May God continue to bless us in our efforts to serve him in mission.   

Peace and Love,  

Irene        

      

Irene Dodder, Southwest District President 

216 Cloverdale Drive, Council Bluffs, IA  51503-1507; 712-328-3206; 
idodder01@cox.net  

 
 

 

PURPOSE - - The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose 

is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, suppor- 

tive fellowship, and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

 

February 2016 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – from Irene Dodder 

mailto:idodder01@cox.net
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Vice-President – Sharlee Owens 
 

The United Methodist Women Handbook 2013-2016 says that the role of the Vice-President is to “convene meetings or 
take other actions that may be needed if the president is absent or unable to fulfill her duties.” (p. 42)  It further states that 
the function is to “coordinate the work of the organization with the president; and take on specific roles, such as program 
planning, as determined by the leadership team.”   
 My role, as your district vice-president, is to help the leadership team plan our program for the year.  So I call local 
units and arrange locations and details for all our meetings and events.  I’ve been calling, and have received “Yes” 
answers from Grant, Logan, Orient, Hawthorne, Griswold, and Denison.  I haven’t heard back from Wiota (Executive 
Committee meeting), Coon Rapids or Dunlap (T.E.A.M. meetings).  It’s great to hear from you all, and we appreciate your 
willingness to host meetings or events.   Thanks so much!   
 

Sharlee Owens, 1514 210th Street, Red Oak, 51566-4425; 712-623-2056 
 

Secretary/Communications Coordinator – Judy Marnin 

 I’m pleased to report that I have new officers recorded from every unit!  Thanks so much for responding!  

And I also received quite a few new email addresses.  Remember, whether you receive your newsletter by regular 

mail or by email, be sure to print off and distribute the relevant articles to your appropriate officers.     

 Now the exciting part begins, as those names and addresses become the mailing list for the Airwaves, and I 

see which addresses are incorrect or have changed.  My goal is to have every single copy reach its intended 

recipient, so please be sure to note new addresses, and especially new email addresses.  If you go south for the 

winter, please be sure to get your Airwaves via email.   Thanks, everyone, for your help. 
  

Judy Marnin, 52635 770th Street, Anita, 50020; (H) 712-762-4415; (C) 712-249-3557; jjmarnin@midlands.net 
 

Program Resources – Betty Smallen and Betsy Henry 
 
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart as 

working for the Lord, not for man. Colossians 3:23  NIV. 

 Greetings from the new Program Resources 
officers!  My co-worker Betsy is a snowbird who flies 
to southern Texas for the winter.  So I will try to 
introduce myself.  I am an EUB-UMC minister’s 
daughter, married for 47 years, 4 grown children, 10 
grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren.  We have 
attended Salem in Council Bluffs for 27 years.  I have 
been the education director, church librarian, church 
historian, and have taught an adult Sunday School 
class for over 20 of those years.   I am also a ceritified 
Lay Servant. 
 In the UMW, I am on my second time as 
president of the local unit, lead one of the circles, and 
have attended all the district meetings I could.   
I was privileged to attend the Conference meeting at 
Broadway UMC this last October.  I have been to 

Mission U more years than I can count, at least 20 in a 
row. 
 
A great deal of my time for the last 15  years  has been 
spent with the Manawa Faith Ministry, Salem UMC's 
outreach here in Council  Bluffs. 
 
I am hoping we can pick up where Sandra left off.  We 
will have questions and strange ideas, so bear with us.  
But both Betsy and I are great readers, and we believe 
in the Reading Program of United Methodist Women.  
Keep reading! 
 

 Betty 

  

Betty Smallen, 225 12th Avenue, Council Bluffs 51503-6586; 402-401-8998; srbabc@cox.net 
Betsy Henry, 109 Somerset, Council Bluffs 51503-5547; 712-323-1474; belonhenry@aol.com  

 

mailto:jjmarnin@midlands.net
mailto:srbabc@cox.net
mailto:belonhenry@aol.com
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Education and Interpretation – Margot Young 
 

 Matthew 28:20  “….Teaching them to obey everything that I’ve commanded you. Look, I myself will be with 

you every day until the end of this present age.”    Mission Study Day went well with 60 people present. We 

learned a great deal more about Latin America from Judy Kading.  She did a great job.  Thanks to all who 

attended.  Our next district event will be the Spiritual Growth Study at Day Apart in Carson on April 28.  

Watch for the flyer in the next newsletter.   And you may begin looking forward to Mission Study Day on 

October 27 at the Griswold United Methodist Church.  United Methodist Women know how to do mission! 

Margot 

Margot Young, 536 Vine Street, Carson 51525-4369, 712-484-3677, margotyoung@gmx.com 
 
 

Membership Nurture and Outreach – Kathy Twigg       
 

  

Blessings to you for 2016!  Welcome to all those new to Membership Nurture and Outreach 
Coordinators, and also to those who continue to hold this position.  I’m Kathy Twigg, and I’m new to this 
position myself!  But I’m looking forward to serving you.  I was previously on the Nominating Committee 
for four years, so I’ve gotten to know many names and faces.  This will be a nice change. 

 I  love  getting the mail lately, because I receive your Membership Census forms!  They are fun 
and interesting to look over.  If you have not submitted your form for 2015, please submit it as soon as possible by mail or 
e-mail.  And remember, it’s all about growing our membership! 

Kathy Twigg, 107 North 9th St., Guthrie Center, IA 50115-1414; (Cell) 641-757-1450; kdtwigg@netins.net 

 

Spiritual Growth – Carol Rogers 

“I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.” John 15:11 (NRSV) 
 

This is the verse for January. What 

brings joy to you? Seeing your 

grandchildren? Doing fun things 

with your children, visiting great 

places? This scripture tells us that Jesus’ joy is in us and 

we can have complete joy because of it. There is a 

wonderful joy in having the Spirit fill us. There is a 

wonderful joy in knowing we are Christ’s disciple. Praise 

God! 

 

We will soon be making plans for the Day Apart meeting 

at Carson UMC at Carson, IA on April 28. Our Program is 

from the spiritual growth study Created for Happiness: 

Understanding Your Life in God.  Our speaker will be 

Pastor Brody Tubaugh, who did such a great job last year.  

Put April 28 on your calendar so you won’t miss this fun 

day of fellowship.  

  Carol 

 

Carol Rogers, 604 West Temple, Lenox, IA  50851-1502; 641-333-4391; carogers12@yahoo.com  

mailto:margotyoung@gmx.com
mailto:kdtwigg@netins.net
mailto:carogers12@yahoo.com
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March 23, 2016, 2nd Annual Day of giving 
March 23, 1869, a group of women gathered at Tremont Methodist Episcopal Church in Boston and 

organized the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, a United Methodist Women predecessor.  The women 

raised money to send a doctor, Clara Swain, and a teacher, Isabella Thoburn, to India as missionaries to 

serve the women of that nation. 

 Celebrate the dedication and foresight of our foremothers in mission as we lead up to our 150th 

Anniversary in 2019 with a special second annual Day of Giving, March 23, 2016.   

 In the 21st century, women still need to organize for mission.  Make it happen with a special 

anniversary gift to United Methodist Women on March 23.  Day of giving gifts will go to the Legacy Fund 

to support the work of future generations of United Methodist Women.   

 You can give in several ways: 1) Through your unit treasurer on the regular remittance form.  We 

will send it on to them like all the other funds we support, with credit to your unit.  2)  By phone:  800-

278-7771 (8am – 6pm EST, Mon-Fri); or 3) Give online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund. 

 Consider a gift to the Legacy Fund as your investment in the future of UMW! 

 

***North Central Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting in Grand Rapids, MI, June 24-26, 2016*** 

From UMW Conference President Rita Vallery:  

The North Central Jurisdiction of United Methodist 

Women is offering two $225 scholarships to attend its 

quadrennial meeting June 24-26 in Grand Rapids, MI, in 

the amount of $450. The Iowa Conference Leadership 

Team has decided to split that amount into two 

scholarships.  Each person chosen will receive $225 from 

the North Central Jurisdiction.  People who are first-time 

attendees will be considered.  Please send your name, 

your United Methodist Women unit, address, home and 

cell phone numbers, email address if you have one, and a 

note explaining why you would like to attend the North 

Central Jurisdiction Quadrennial meeting.  Send your 

application by March 1 to Rita Vallery, 2818 Eisenhower 

Ave., Ames, IA 50010    

For all who plan to attend:  Registration is $150 until May 13 and then it goes up to $195. Register online at 

www.ncjumc.org/ncj-united-methodist-women/ .    

Let’s have a good attendance from the Southwest District! 
(More details in the April Southwest Airwaves) 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Spiritual Growth Day Apart 
Thursday, April 28, 2016 

Coffee & Registration 9:00am; Program 9:30am 

Lunch provided by SW District Officers 

Carson United Methodist Church 
310 Washington St, Carson, IA 

 

Come, relax, and enjoy spiritual growth with other UMWomen! 
 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacy
http://www.ncjumc.org/ncj-united-methodist-women/
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Social Action – Cherie Miner 

Gear up for Advocacy in 2016 
 

A New Year means new opportunities to make our world a better place. And as Conference Social Action Coordinator Rita 

Carter noted Jan. 14, Iowa Supreme Court Chief Justice Mark Cady raised human trafficking needs and racial disparities in 

his address to the 2016 Iowa legislature. UMW is right on track with important issues--as always!    

 According to Radio Iowa’s account, Cady told lawmakers and the governor he is pleased with their response after he 

highlighted these issues last year.   “Last year the judicial branch trained 716 judges, magistrates and court staff to recognize 

implicit biases that may contribute to racial disparities,” Cady said. He talked about action underway in the juvenile justice 

system and noted a lot of work is being done, but more remains. 

 Regarding human trafficking, he said: “There is no justice when children are abused and exploited. A prompt, 

comprehensive, and coordinated effort is needed to identify victims of human trafficking and provide the services and 

protection they need.”  
 

I recommend reading the entire article at: http://www.radioiowa.com/2016/01/13/iowa-chief-justice-highlights-efforts-

against-racial-disparity-and-human-trafficking/ 
 

You can also find resources to learn more about human trafficking and how you can help stop it at: 

 http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/human-trafficking 
 

 Finally, please be sure to sign up for Legislative Alerts from the UMC Advocacy Team this year if you aren't 

already on the list.  Just go to the Iowa Annual Conference web site (iaumc.org) and click on the link to Advocacy, contact 

Felicia Coe at the Conference Center or e-mail Brian Carter at briancar@dwx.com. 
  

 January 28 was the Conference’s Advocacy Day at Wesley UMC and the Capitol in Des Moines. The event included 

morning panel discussions, a brief gathering for District Social Action Coordinators during lunch and an afternoon with 

legislators at the Capitol.  

 

Please stay informed!  Iowa’s children and families need our voices to focus the legislature on these issues, as well as 

education and healthcare.  So stay tuned. 
 

     Blessings & shalom,   

                              Cherie 

Cherie Miner, 1129 South Avenue, Elliott, 51532-5051, 712-767-2724, minadams@netins.net 
 

Nominations Committee – Patricia Curtis, Chair 

 
 We want to encourage members of our local 
UMW Units to thank the women who have agreed 
to serve your Units as officers for the coming year.  
I also want to thank the UMW Members who are and 
will be serving at the District level this next year.   
 At our Annual Day instruction session I 
learned that for purpose of preparing the ballot, the 
four-year term served should be broken into “two” 
two-year terms.  After completing the first two- year 
term, the officer candidate’s name should be placed 
on the ballot for action to complete the second two- 
year term.  

 We had questions during our workshop 
concerning job descriptions for new officers and for 
nominations committee members to share with 
candidates.  Your Nominations Chair should have 
access to the United Methodist Women Handbook 
2013-2016 (Section 4), which provides these job 
descriptions for new officers and for nominations 
committee members to share with candidates.  
 And, of course, we are always searching for 
local members who would be interested in serving at 
the District level.  Please consider serving! 

 

Pat Curtis, Chair, 1 Oak Knoll Road, Red Oak, 51566-1755; 712-623-6307; patswett7@gmail.com 
Donna Clark, 3094 265th Street, Villisca 50864; 712-826-5132 (h); 712-621-3487 ©; djclark@myemtc.com 
Sheri Watson, 21832 Covena Circle, Council Bluffs 51503-3910; 712-322-7356; sdw0518@aol.com 
 

 

http://www.radioiowa.com/2016/01/13/iowa-chief-justice-highlights-efforts-against-racial-disparity-and-human-trafficking/
http://www.radioiowa.com/2016/01/13/iowa-chief-justice-highlights-efforts-against-racial-disparity-and-human-trafficking/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/human-trafficking
mailto:briancar@dwx.com
mailto:minadams@netins.net
mailto:patswett7@gmail.com
mailto:djclark@myemtc.com
mailto:sdw0518@aol.com
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Treasurer – Helen Pollock 
 
Hello!  Hope you are staying warm in our typical cold Iowa winter!  I have several things to share with you this 
issue, so hope they are helpful.  
 I found out the hard way that you cannot send donations to JFON (Justice For Our Neighbors) 
through the remittance sheets.  In order to donate to them, you have to send it directly, and you don’t get credit 
through the United Methodist Women national system.   

 We are encouraged to help support JFON and are told there are two ways to do it.  1) You can make a check out to 
your church and in the memo section designate for “Iowa Justice For Our Neighbors" - Iowa Advance Special #375.  Your 
church will get credit.   OR 2)  Make check payable to "Iowa Justice For Our Neighbors" and send to Brynne Howard, PO 
Box 41006, Des Moines, IA 50211. JFON’s other contact info:   515-271-6698  /   westerniowajfon@gmail.com 
 

 I have received a new remittance form from the conference treasurer.  You may request a copy through email, or 
just keep using the one you have. 
 Included in this issue of Airwaves, you’ll find the list of 5-Star Units for 2015.  Certificates will be distributed in 
September at Annual Meeting, but it seems timelier to announce the results now.  A couple of units won’t be on the list 
because they didn’t submit funds until after December 15

th
 and the cut-off date was December 1

st
.  IF you are a unit who 

does not have funds to be a 5-Star Unit, please don’t feel bad.  We’re glad you are able to give whatever you can… 
keep meeting and serving, please! 
 Hopefully, Tom and I will be taking our RV trip to the southwest USA in February, so all remittances and SMR orders 
will not be processed until the very last of the month or early March.  I am on Facebook and would love to have you as a 
friend!  It is easy to message me there, or you can call or text my cell phone: 712-370-5999 whenever you have questions or 
concerns.  I’ll also be checking my email: helenp2@wildblue.net 
 

Thanks for serving Jesus by being an active participant in UMW! 
 

Helen Pollock, 34167 Rains Avenue, Malvern 51551-4105; 712-624-9161; helenp2@wildblue.net 
 

5-Star Units of Southwest Iowa 2015 

 
     
Anita 

 

Emerson 

 

Malvern 

Atlantic 

 

Epworth CB 

 

Manning 

Audubon 

 

5th Avenue CB 

 

Massena 

Bayard 

 

Fontanelle 

 

MO Valley 

Bedford 

 

Glenwood Grace 

 

Modale 

Bowman Chapel 

 

Grant 

 

Northboro 

Braddyville 

 

Greenfield 

 

Panora 

Broadway CB 

 

Griswold 

 

Red Oak 

Carroll 

 

Guthrie Center 

 

Salem CB 

Carson 

 

Harlan 

 

Shambaugh 

Clearfield 

 

Hazel Dell 

 

St. Mark's CB 

Coon Rapids 

 

Henderson 

 

Strahan 

Corning 

 

Irwin 

 

Stuart Mt. Vernon 

Cumberland 

 

Kirkman 

 

Villisca 

Denison 

 

Lenox 

 

Wiota 

Dow City 

 

Lewis 

 

Woodbine 

Dunlap 

 

Macedonia 

 

Yale 

 

mailto:westerniowajfon@gmail.com
mailto:helenp2@wildblue.net
mailto:helenp2@wildblue.net
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Upcoming 2016 Conference and Southwest District Events and Deadlines 
 

Now   Send your Membership Census form for 2015 to Kathy Twigg, District Membership Coordinator. 
  Contact your shepherdess and send her your 2016 yearbook. 
March 4 World Day of Prayer  
April 28  Day Apart, Carson UMC 
June 5 - 8 Iowa Annual Conference of U M Church, Des Moines 
June 20  T.E.A.M. meetings, Locations in each subdistrict to be announced in April  Airwaves 
June 24-26 North Central Jurisdiction United Methodist Women Quadrennial, Grand Rapids, MI 
June 30  Deadline for Reading Program, Mission Study, Mission Today reports 
July 17-20 Summer Mission u, Marshalltown 
September 24 Southwest District Annual Meeting, Denison UMC 
October  8 Iowa Conference UMW Annual Meeting, Decorah 
October 21-23 Fall Mission u, Marshalltown 
October 27 Mission Study Day,  Griswold UMC 
October 31 List of 2017 officers to District Secretary 
December 1 Final day for Treasurer to count 2016 remittances 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SW DISTRICT 2016 SHEPHERDING LIST 
 

Every year our district officers visit several local units.  Be sure to send your shepherdess a copy of your yearbook, and invite her to 
a meeting or a special event.  Shepherdesses are prepared to update you on district happenings, to give a lesson, or to just visit.   
 
ADAIR   Margot Young 
ANITA   Sheri Watson 
ATLANTIC  Irene Dodder 
AUDUBON  Cherie Miner 
AVONDALE  Pat Curtis 
BAYARD   Kathy Twigg 
BEDFORD  Donna Clark 
BOWMAN CHAPEL Kathy Twigg 
BRADDYVILLE  Donna Clark 
BRIDGEWATER  Betty/Betsy 
BROADWAY-CB  Margot Young 
CARROLL  Cherie Miner 
CARSON   Sharlee Owens 
CLARINDA  Donna Clark 
CLEARFIELD  Carol Rogers 
COON RAPIDS  Kathy Twigg 
CORNING  Betty/Betsy 
CUMBERLAND  Judy Marnin 
DENISON  Irene Dodder 
DOW CITY  Betty/Betsy 
DUNLAP   Kathy Twigg 
EMERSON  Sharlee Owens 
EPWORTH-CB  Helen Pollock 
FARRAGUT  Cherie Miner 
FIFTH AVENUE-CB Betty/Betsy 
FONTANELLE  Carol Rogers 
GLENWOOD  Sharlee Owens 
GRANT   Sharlee Owens 
GREENFIELD  Judy Marnin 
GRISWOLD  Margot Young 
GUTHRIE CENTER  Judy Marnin 
HARLAN   Irene  Dodder 

HAWTHORNE  Carol Rogers 
HAZEL DELL  Pat Curtis 
HENDERSON  Helen Pollock 
HILLSDALE  Sheri Watson 
IRWIN   Sheri Watson 
KIRKMAN  Judy Marnin 
LENOX   Helen Pollock 
LEWIS   Donna Clark 
LINDEN Sunset  Sheri Watson 
LOGAN   Betty/Betsy 
MACEDONIA  Margot Young 
MALVERN  Sharlee Owens 
MANNING  Sheri Watson 
MASSENA  Pat Curtis 
MERCER CENTER  Pat Curtis 
MISSOURI VALLEY Irene Dodder 
MODALE  Betty/Betsy 
NOBLE CENTER  Donna Clark 
NORTHBORO  Carol Rogers 
ORIENT   Margot Young 
PANORA   Pat Curtis 
RED OAK  Judy Marnin 
SALEM-CB  Sheri Watson 
SCRANTON  Kathy Twigg 
ST MARKS-CB  Irene Dodder 
STRAHAN  Carol Rogers 
STRATTON  Cherie Miner 
STUART/MTVERN  Judy Marnin 
VILLISCA   Helen Pollock 
WIOTA   Cherie Miner 
WOODBINE  Irene Dodder 
YALE   Kathy Twigg 



Pg. 8     February 2016  

 
Southwest Airwaves 

 

 

                                         


