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“Give thanks unto the Lord for he is good”…..Psalm 136:1 
 

At District Annual Day, Denison UMW and their leader, Colletta Weeda, truly exemplified the 

spirit of hospitality. They were so welcoming and did everything possible to make the day enjoyable.   

Rev. Jan Burnett led us in Communion individualized to needs of the participants.  Dow City, Dunlap, 

Harlan, and Manning graciously provided the morning rolls and juice.  Thank you. 

The women of the SW District attended with loving hearts and generosity by sharing so many 

gifts to our national institutions, Bidwell, Hawthorn Hill, and Shesler Hall.   The energy of learning and  

sharing was evident.  We were inspired by Betty Smallen with the story of the birth of “Manna,” the 

Manawa Faith Community.  Southwest Iowa provided Matthew 25 funds, and Salem UMC, with Betty’s 

work and leadership, made the life-changing ministry a reality.  Marcia Young, Conference Officer and 

spokesperson for the Legacy Fund, challenged us to donate to the Legacy Fund which is being raised 

to celebrate our 150th anniversary in 2019, and to keep the work of UMW vital in the future.  Thank you. 

The District officers with their spirit of service worked many hours to report the achievements of 

the members of the units and provided training for continued success.  Thank you. 

A reminder for the District Mission Study on Climate Justice on October 27 at Griswold.  This is a 

delightful way to earn a Mission Study credit for your unit.   

Because of each one of you and your joy in serving; my spirit soars, and I give thanks every day. 

Love and Blessings, 
 

   Irene     

 Irene Dodder, Southwest District President 

 

216 Cloverdale Drive, Council Bluffs, IA  51503-1507; 712-328-3206; 
idodder01@cox.net  
 
 
 

PURPOSE - - The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose 

is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, suppor- 

tive fellowship, and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

 

October 2016 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – from Irene Dodder 

mailto:idodder01@cox.net
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Vice-President – Sharlee Owens 
 

Our Annual Meeting was at the beautiful Denison United Methodist Church on Saturday, September 24th.  We had a 

great day, with 115 women attending.  See you at Mission Study Day on October 27 in Griswold! 
 

Sharlee Owens, 1514 210th Street, Red Oak, 51566-4425; 712-623-2056 
 

Secretary/Communications Coordinator – Judy Marnin 

I’ve been your Communications Coordinator for four 

years, and your Secretary for three years, so my term 

is up!  But I’m staying with the district as Mission 

Coordinator for Education & Interpretation.  I’m 

grateful to be passing on my communications and 

secretarial duties to two people, as it should be.  

They’re both pretty computer-intensive jobs, and 

while I love my computer(s), I’ll be glad to move 

into another position.   But this year, you still send 

me your list of officers, with correct mailing and 

email addresses.  The secretary’s job is so much 

easier when you give her correct and exact 

information.  I will then turn the mailing list over to 

our Communications person, Bethany Watson, to 

create the Southwest Airwaves.  Our goal always is 

to minimize returned newsletters, so you can really 

help with that. 

 It’s been a great experience to work with all 

the local officers and units these last years.  Thanks 

for all your cooperation and help.  I look forward to 

my new role! 

  Judy

\\ 

Judy Marnin, 52635 770th Street, Anita, 50020; (H) 712-762-4415; (C) 712-249-3557; jjmarnin@midlands.net 
 
 

Program Resources – Betty Smallen and Betsy Henry 
 

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light to my path.”  Psalm 119:105     
We have another great Annual Meeting in Denison this year, with a good response to our new books, 
and, of course, the books from the lending library.  It’s a good opportunity to take advantage of 
getting involved in the Reading Program.  Speaking of which, Salem UMW won “The Most Readers in 
southwest Iowa for the 5th year!   

It was announced at the meeting that southwest Iowa United Methodist Women are second in the state for membership!  
We also get the honor of being second in the number of readers.  That says a lot about the women of southwest Iowa 
UMW!  Here’s to a good year, hoping we all have a wonderful fall season with football and the holidays coming up! 
Keep reading! 

    Betsy 

Betty Smallen, 225 12th Avenue, Council Bluffs 51503-6586; 402-401-8998; srbabc@cox.net 
Betsy Henry, 109 Somerset, Council Bluffs 51503-5547; 712-323-1474; belonhenry@aol.com  
 
 

Education and Interpretation – Margot Young 
 

  “The Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 
and his faithfulness to all generations.” Psalm 100:5 
This is my last article in the newsletter!  I want to thank 
all of you United Methodist Women for your help in the 
last two years.  I enjoyed working with all of you. The 
Southwest District Mission Study Day is October 27 at 
Griswold Methodist Church.  See the flyer in this 
newsletter for details.  We will be studying Climate 
Justice, and have an outstanding speaker whom I know 
you will appreciate.    

 The Iowa Mission Today and Mission Studies 
report forms are in your President’s Packet handed out at 
the district annual meeting.  Be sure get your forms from 
your president.  I turn my duties over to Judy Marnin, so 
be sure to send any questions to her.  And continue 
supporting missions! 

Margot 

Margot Young, 536 Vine Street, Carson 51525-
4369, 712-484-3677, margotyoung@gmx.com 
 

mailto:jjmarnin@midlands.net
mailto:srbabc@cox.net
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Spiritual Growth – Carol Rogers 

 “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; he rescues 
those who are crushed in spirit.” Psalm 34:18 
 
Greetings to the Southwest District United Methodist 
Women. We are Christ’s hands and feet. He can do 
many things without us, but really wants us to be 
involved in helping others.  This verse reminds me 
that many in our own state are going through very 
hard times with the flooding that occurred 
recently. Bishop Laurie Haller has asked us to pray for 
the affected people and areas. She also asked us to 
make flood buckets and to give toward this  

 
tremendous need. Do what you can to relieve the hurt 
and grief of those in the flooded area. We will be 
working in mission in our own part of the world. 
 
God needs us and welcomes all that we can do to 
further his kingdom. Remember that there are many in 
our own area who are hurting. They need our prayers, 
words of comfort and acts of mercy that will uplift 
their spirit. Look around you and ask God where you 
can be of help.  
 
God’s blessings to you. 

        

 Carol 

 

Carol Rogers, 604 West Temple, Lenox, IA  50851-1502; 641-333-4391; carogers12@yahoo.com  

 

Membership Nurture and Outreach – Kathy Twigg       
 

  It has been a wonderful year!   I can’t believe summer is over and fall is here.  Time goes so 
fast.  I have enjoyed serving on the SW District for the past five years, but I’m stepping down because 
of health issues in my family. 
 This year the Banner for Membership Growth goes to Panora United Methodist Women.  
Congratulations to the Panora women!  Thank you to all the UMW Units for your support.  Continue to 
grow and share the vision and mission of Uunited Methodist Women. 
Every unit will find the Membership Form in the President’s packet.  Please fill them out and send them 

to Pat Means, our new Membership, Nurture, and Outreach Mission Coordinator, by January 31, 2017. 

              Kathy

Kathy Twigg, 107 North 9th St., Guthrie Center, IA 50115-1414; (Cell) 641-757-1450; kdtwigg@netins.net  

Treasurer – Helen Pollock 
Dear Friends, 
 Thanks to those of you who attended the District 
Meeting in Denison.  We treasurers had a nice workshop 
and had several questions answered.  If you were not 
there, your packet was given to someone near you or put 
into your president’s packet.  I kept a list, so if you don’t 
get your treasurer’s information soon, please ask so I can 
direct you to where you’ll find it.  The most important 
reminder is that I need to receive all funds for 2016 prior 
to December 1st! 
 I must apologize to many of you for a major 
embarrassing public mistake --- the list of units who gave 
to the 3 national UMW projects in Iowa was NOT 
accurate!  I still can’t figure out how I goofed it up so 
badly, but sadly I did.  Please note that the following 
units DID GIVE and should have been given credit for the 
2015 year: Audubon, Avondale, Bowman Chapel, Buck 
Creek, Emerson, Epworth CB, Logan Magnolia, and 
Salem CB.  Please forgive me! 
 THANK YOU for all of the practical gifts you all 

brought for these wonderful projects.  The generosity 
that you showed is extremely appreciated!  Several units 
continue to turn in “Grow Money” which is fine, but it is 
no longer a separate category or special collection.  I 
certainly don’t want to discourage giving of any kind, so 
continue to give all you can whenever you can to help 
women and children. 
 The Love Offering last Saturday totaled $630.30.  
Again, thanks to everyone who attended for your kind 
generosity!  Let us continue to honor our Lord through 
the efforts of UMW. 
 As always, contact me with questions, concerns, 
and/or just for fun.   Have a wonderful autumn, a 
delightful Thanksgiving season, and a joyful Christmas 
that puts the emphasis on Jesus!!!   
 

        Helen  
 

Helen Pollock, 34167 Rains Avenue, Malvern 51551-
4105; 712-370-5999 (cell); helenp2@wildblue.net 

mailto:carogers12@yahoo.com
mailto:kdtwigg@netins.net
mailto:helenp2@wildblue.net
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Nominations Committee – Patricia Curtis, Chair 
 

Thank you to the nominations committee for their successful efforts to locate our new officers for 2017.  We also 

thank the women from the local units that said  “Yes” when asked to serve. We will look forward to meeting and 

welcoming our new officers.  Remember, nominations is a year round effort; first in locating women with 

interests in serving and then in matching those interests and skills with our needs. We will be looking forward to 

another “blessed” year for United Methodist Women in our Southwest District.   Pat 

 

Pat Curtis, Chair, 1 Oak Knoll Road, Red Oak, 51566-1755; 712-623-6307; patswett7@gmail.com 
Donna Clark, 3094 265th Street, Villisca 50864; 712-826-5132 (h); 712-621-3487 ©; djclark@myfmtc.com 
Sheri Watson, 21832 Covena Circle, Council Bluffs 51503-3910; 712-322-7356; sdw0518@aol.com 
 

Social Action – Cherie Miner 
 

 “Behold, I am doing a new thing.” 
 

 Greetings, Sisters in Christ! As we prepare to turn the page on this year, I want to share a passage that struck 
my heart recently from Isaiah 43:18-19: 
  “Remember not the former things nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now 
it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” 
 As we prepare for new leadership in our units, our churches and our country, I think we need to 
remember to put our faith in God as well as in our hard work. We need to watch for the new; be ready to 
embrace it even in the midst of our traditions. 
 I encourage you to meditate on this passage and ask how it can lead you as you care for people and 
advocate for justice. Keep up your efforts for: 

 Change a Child’s Story.  

 Ingathering. 

 Local food banks and/or clothing closets. 

 Legislative advocacy. 
And don’t be afraid to embrace the new as you reach out to invite and grow your UMW community. Because 
God is always “doing a new thing.” 
     Blessings & shalom,   

                              Cherie 

Cherie Miner, 1129 South Avenue, Elliott, 51532-5051, 712-767-2724, minadams@netins.net 
 
****************************************************************************************** 

 
 

Upcoming Southwest District and Iowa Conference Events and Deadlines 2016 
October  8 Iowa Conference UMW Annual Meeting, Decorah UMC 
October 21-23 Fall Mission u, Marshalltown 
October 27 Mission Study Day,  Griswold UMC 
October 31 List of 2017 officers to District Secretary 
December 1 Final day for Treasurer to count 2016 remittances 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:patswett7@gmail.com
mailto:djclark@myfmtc.com
mailto:sdw0518@aol.com
mailto:minadams@netins.net
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SW DISTRICT 2017  SHEPHERDING LIST 
 

Every year our district officers visit several local units.  Be sure to send your shepherdess a copy of your 

yearbook, and invite her to meeting or a special event.  Shepherdesses are prepared to update you on 

district happenings, to give a lesson, or to just visit. 

ADAIR   Judy Marnin    HARLAN, FIRST            Betsy Henry/Betty Smallen  

ANITA   Helen Pollock    HAWTHORNE  Pat Curtis 

ATLANTIC  Sheri Watson    HAZEL DELL  Carol Rogers 

AUDUBON  Judy Marnin    HENDERSON  Sharlee Owens 

AVONDALE  Sharlee Owens   HILLSDALE  Sheri Watson 

BAYARD  Gail Wallin    IRWIN   Irene Dodder 

BEDFORD  Gail Wallin    KIRKMAN  Irene Dodder 

BOWMAN CHAPEL Judy Marnin    LANESBORO  Irene Dodder 

BRADDYVILLE  Pat Curtis    LENOX   Donna Clark 

BRIDGWATER  Carol Rogers    LEWIS UCC-UMC Pat Means 

BUCK CREEK  Donna Clark    LINDEN  Gail Wallin 

CARROL, FIRST Judy Marnin    LOGAN  Sheri Watson 

CARSON  Pat Means    LOHRVILLE  Cherie Miner 

CLARINDA, FIRST Donna Clark    MACEDONIA  Betsy Henry/Betty Smallen 

CLEARFIELD  Pat Curtis    MALVERN  Donna Clark 

COON RAPIDS,FIRST   Cherie Miner    MANNING  Judy Marnin 

CORNING  Gail Wallin    MASSENA  Sharlee Owen    

CB, BROADWAY           Sheri Watson    MERCER CENTER Sharlee Owens 

CB, EPWORTH               Helen Pollock    MISSOURI VALLEY       Betsy Henry/ Betty Smallen 

CB, FIFTH AVENUE Betsy Henry/Betty Smallen  MODALE  Beth Watson 

CB, SALEM  Beth Watson    NOBLE CENTER Pat Means 

CB, ST. MARK’S Betsy Henry/Betty Smallen  NORTHBORO  Beth Watson 

CUMBERLAND  Carol Rogers    ORIENT  Carol Rogers 

DENISON, FIRST Sheri Watson    PANORA  Cherie Miner 

DOW CITY, FIRST Irene Dodder    SCRANTON  Helen Pollock 

DUNLAP, FIRST Irene Dodder    SHAMBAUGH  Beth Watson 

EMERSON  Helen Pollock    STRAHAN  Helen Pollock 

FARRAGUT  Gail Wallin    STRATTON  Beth Watson 

FONTANELLE  Pat Means    STUART/MT. VERNON    Cherie Miner 

GLENWOOD, GRACE   Pat Means    VILLISCA  Pat Curtis 

GRANT   Helen Pollock    WIOTA   Pat Curtis 

GREENFIELD  Cheri Miner    WOODBINE  Betsy Henry/Betty Smallen 

GRISWOLD  Pat Curtis    YALE   Irene Dodder 

GUTHRIE CENTER Carol Rogers     
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2017  –  Bible Verses 

January  –  2 Chronicles 7:14  “Then if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves 

and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive 

their sins and heal their land.”   NLT   

February  –  I John 5:21  “Dear children keep away from anything that might take God’s place in your 

heart.”   NLT   

March  –  Philippians  4:4-5  “Be glad in the Lord always!  Again I say, be glad!  Let your gentleness 

show in your treatment of all people.  The Lord is near.”       

April  –  I Peter 1:3-4  “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  In his great mercy he 

has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and 

into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade, kept in heaven for you.”   

May  –  I John 4:10  “ This is love; not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.”   NIV   

June  –  Matt. 7:20  “The way to identify a tree or a person is by the kind of fruit that is produced.”   

NLT   

July  –  Galatians 3:27-28  “All of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 

Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither slave nor free; nor is there male and female, 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”   CEB   

August  –  Luke 11:28  “Blessed are all who hear the word of God and put it into practice.”   NLT   

September  –  Psalm 46:10  “Be still, and know that I am God!”   NRSV   

October  –  John 8:12  When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”   NIV   

November  –  Hebrews  12:14  “ Make every effort to live in peace with all mankind and to be holy; 

without holiness  no one will see God.”   

December  –  Luke 2:19  “But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.”   

NRSV 
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Thursday, October 27, 2016 
8:30 AM Coffee and Registration 
9:00 AM—2:30 PM Mission Study 

 

Griswold United Methodist Church 
100 Cass Street, Griswold, IA 51535, 712-778-4178 

 

Mission study for 2016-2017:  Climate Justice 
You will learn not only about climate change, but also about the justice concerns raised 

by the drivers of climate change, and the communities affected by it. 
 

Presented by Sarah Paulos of Iowa Interfaith Power & Light 
 

The mission of Iowa Interfaith Power & Light is to inspire and equip people of faith to become 
leaders in finding solutions to climate change.  Sarah is creator of the Cool Congregations 
program;  Food, Faith, Climate:  Connecting the Dots; and Cool Neighbors. 
 

Singing, Worship, Program Resources, Fellowship, Lunch 

Lunch $7.00 per person  
 

 --------------------------- Clip here and send by October 20 to  ------------------------------- 
 

 Kathy Rush, Griswold UMC, 100 Cass Street, Griswold 51535; 712-778-4178 
 

 
Local Unit _______________________ No. of Reservations _______ 

 
Please make checks out to Griswold United Methodist Women 

Southwest District UMW 

Mission Study Day 
“A Fresh Wind Blowing. . . 

   Come Soar with Us” 


