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           PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

    

Dear Presidents, 
  
Our Bible verse for May is Psalm 133: 1:  “Look at how good and pleasing it is when families live together 
as one.” CEB. Being part of the United Methodist Women is like being in a family and we strive to work 
together as a team to do the will of God. Our executive team is a family and is trying so hard to get you to 
join in our mission. Yes, we have work to do, but it is the fellowship that makes it all worth the time we 
put in. Won’t you please pray about taking an office for one of the open positions, so our work may 
continue to help those who are searching for hope in times of trials? 
  
I want to thank the ladies of Grace United Methodist Women for hosting our Education and 
Interpretation event on Monday, April 16. Our coordinator, Daina Powers, did an awesome job putting 
the day together. We studied and learned about indigenous people and the loss of their land and lives 
because of greed and power.  
  
I attended the board meeting for Shesler Hall and they might have a project coming up and need help. 
The patio cement is cracking and pulling away from the wall and will need to be replaced. We will hear 
more about this soon and know if we are needed financially to help. Watch for updates.  
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Assembly is coming up fast and eight of us are attending from the Northwest District. There is excitement 
all around for those of us going to our first ever Assembly. We would appreciate prayers for safe travels 
for all. 
 
 Mission u is July 15-17 at Marshalltown. We hope you will plan to attend. The first time I went, I didn’t 
have a clue what I was getting into. Now, I look forward to the studies, fellowship, food - and more food. I 
would be elated to see familiar faces from the N.W. District there. 
  
The Northwest District UMW Annual meeting will in Cherokee at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church on 
September 22. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend. Officer training will take place in the 
morning.  
  
I will close with this: We have all been frustrated with the weather and lack of sun and spring. But we are 
so blessed, because we have the most important “SON” in our lives, who if we will follow him, we will not 
walk in darkness, but have life eternal. It doesn’t get any better than that. Thank you for the work you are 
doing to live out our purpose. Shalom.  
 
                                                                                   Blessings, 
                                                                                   Sue Ritts, President of the Northwest District of the          
                                                                                   United Methodist of the Iowa Conference 
                                                                                   205 N 3rd Ave. 
                                                                                   Washta, Iowa, 51061-1005 
                                                                                   712-447-6186 or cell: 712-229-0075 
                                                                                   Email: susieqritts@yahoo.com 

 

 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

 
“This is the confidence we have in approaching God:  that if we ask anything 

according to His will, He hears us.”   I John 5:14 
  

This is one of my favorite verses.  When you pray, do you really think God will answer you?  If the answer 
isn’t what you think it should be, are you upset?  This verse makes it clear God WILL answer you, but you 
MUST ask God’s will to be done, not your will.  Let Him be in control because He knows what is really 
best. We need to align our prayers to His will and then be ready to receive His answer.  If we trust Him 
and turn to Him in all circumstances, He will lead us in the right direction. 
  
The recent study on the Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church was awesome and I 
learned so much!  The next Spiritual learning event will be on Monday, October 22.  It will be a day of 
activity while giving you a chance to grow spiritually with a little different format.  Mark the date and you 
will hear more about the event in the next newsletter in July.  Other important events are Mission U, July 
15-17 or October 19-21 and the District Annual Meeting in Cherokee on September 22. 
  
This is a wonderful opportunity available for women of Northwest Iowa.  Incredible friendships and 
spiritual growth are developed as you serve the Lord! District Officer positions are available for next 
year.  Pray, evaluate and think about being more active in the United Methodist Women.  It may be just 
what is right for you at this time! 
  
      Kathleen Hawkins, District Spiritual Growth Leader             
      11373 Nature Ave, Le Mars, IA   51031  
      Phone:  712-562-6514 or 712-540-2193 
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COORDINATOR FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 

“Even as I please all men in all things not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many that they may be 

saved.”   (1Cor. 10:33) 

Looking through my Maternal Grandmother’s bag of buttons, I found a metal pin the size or a dime with 

the words “White Cross - 1922” written on it.  I researched this pin and discovered it is from the time 

when Ireland was fighting for its independence from Great Britain.  Ireland was viciously bombed, 

destroying homes, businesses, factories and farm fields.  This left the people without shelter and with no 

means to rebuild and sustain their lives, thus they were being forced into submission which would give 

Great Britain power over them.   

 Power and control are obtained by reducing resources and support systems, and instilling fear and 

hopelessness.  As Christians, we are to participate in helping the disenfranchised and restore the dignity 

and well-being of all people.  We do this by giving financially, listening, giving hope and encouragement, 

and extending the love of God.  We also do this by taking a stand and speaking out against inequality of 

all kinds, especially financial.  Financial equality is needed so that all children of God can meet their basic 

needs and be safe and healthy.  

The Irish White Cross Society was formed to raise funds to help their people, but the devastation was 

more than their efforts could cover.   The plight of Ireland reached the heart of The American Committee, 

which was already financially helping European countries recover from the Great War (WWI).  This 

organization became the American Committee for Relief in Ireland and raised hundreds of thousands of 

dollars from all over, the then, 48 states.  (Report of the Irish White Cross to 31st August, 1922, Martin 

Lester, LTD., Dublin) 

Prayerfully consider attending Mission u this year as the focus study will be on Susan K. Taylor’s book, 

What About Our Money?  A Faith Response. 

 
                                                           Blessings, 
                                                           Janet Grossnickle, Northwest District Social Action Officer 
                                                           4805 Morningside Ave., Sioux City, Iowa   51106 
                                                           712-276-0485    jjgrossnick@gmail.com  

 

 COMMUNICATIONS 

Please feel free to call me with any concerns or suggestions as I continue my duties as Communications 
Coordinator (mainly, printing and sending this newsletter).  It is important that I have all the correct 
email and street addresses for all officers in the district. Please help me keep updated as addresses 
change or need correction.                        
       
      Sandy Heerdt, (712-212-5364) 
       504 Q Ave., Milford, IA   51351 
      sandyheerdt@gmail.com 
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EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION 

Greetings! What a spring!  I hope everyone enjoyed inside activities this 

spring. Maybe you took time to read United Methodist Women books, 

especially The Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church. I 

want to thank everyone that managed to get out of their house and 

ventured into the snowy roads on Monday, April 16. We were not 

planning on a weekend like that. We were able to continue with the 

District event as planned. The Marcus United Methodist Women 

graciously hosted the district Education and Interpretation April event. 

The ladies worked hard getting everything ready, serving a great 

breakfast and lunch. Thanks to everyone who helped with the program. I 

think we all have gained some additional understanding about each conference. You can download a free 

study guide for the book at the United Methodist Women organization website. This is a shorter version 

of the study for your unit. Again, I want to thank everyone who attended the study.  

I want to take time to remind you of the mission forms your unit is required to send me at the end of 

June. I hope you have taken time to present studies to your local units. It is so important!  

It is also time to register for the summer session of Mission u and make reservations for a place to stay. 

The Northwest District is very well represented by the district officers, but it would be good to see other 

members of the northwest district units there too. We are in need of new district officers; we have some 

officers retiring after many years of service to the district. If you know of a person who would be 

interested, please contact the district nominating committee. If you need information about the 

responsibilities of a district officer, please contact your district nominations committee, and get informed 

about your duties before you commit.  

I encourage you to continue reading and continue your studies.  

O Creator by Jo Ann Storm Taylor 
 

O Creator! The pride of the morning star 
O I ask thee to grant this prayer. 

Touch my mind, heal my broken heart 
O Creator , touch my soul  

Help me stand these last and evil days 
Help me stand like a strong and mighty          

warrior 

 

 
 

O Creator help me stand 
When I am lonely, hold my hand 

When I am alone Lord, hold my hand 
O Creator hold my hand 

       
      Blessings to all of you - Sisters in Christ, 
      Daina Powers 
      216 East Street, Peterson, Iowa 51047  
      Home 712-295-7036     dainapwrs@gmail.com 
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TREASURER’S MESSAGE 
 
Pledge  to Mission  
“Women prayerfully make pledges to their local organization or district. Their Mission Giving contributes 
to local mission, spiritual formation, programs for membership development and outreach in the 
community. The pledges move from the local to the district and then to the conference.  The pledged 
amount designated for mission is sent to the national office and budgeted for ministries with women, 
children and youth in the United States and all around the world.  Women are involved in mission at 
each step of the way. For most members, making an offering to her unit’s Pledge to Mission is a way of 
supporting the organization and expressing her commitment to mission.” (United Methodist Women’s 
Handbook 2017-2020). 
 
June 1 is the due date for your unit’s 2019 Pledge to Missions. You can send me the pledge form, send me 
an email, or telephone the information to me.  Sixteen units have already sent their pledges.  Thank you. 
 
The Legacy Fund 
United Methodist Women members are asked  to  contribute to “The Legacy Fund,”  which is a 
permanent endowment fund  that will support the mission outreach of  future generations of United 
Methodist Women.  The Legacy Fund will provide the tools, resources, and personnel to distribute 
United Methodist Women’s grants and scholarships, coordinate with mission personnel, and support 
technological updates.   
 
You are a part of this Legacy as we continue our five-year celebration of the 150th anniversary of United 
Methodist Women. The Legacy Fund campaign, officially launched at Assembly 2014 will be celebrated at 
Assembly 2018 and will culminate in 2019 – our 150th year.   
 
   Legacy Fund donations are to be sent directly to our national office. 
           Office of the Treasurer, United Methodist Women 
    475 Riverside Drive 
    New York, NY 10115            
   *Write “The Legacy Fund” in the memo section. 
 
Mission u 
The summer session of Mission u will be held July 15-17, 2018. The fall session will be October 19-21, 
2018. Both sessions will be held in Marshalltown. The registration cost is $125.    
 
Reminders 
*Five Star Unit categories of giving include: Pledge to Mission, Gift to Mission, Gift in Memory, Special 
Mission Recognition and World Thank Offering. 
 
 
       Blessings, 
        
       Julie Nelson, Treasurer,  NW District  
       1105 West Street      
       Ruthven , IA 51358 
       Phone: 712- 837- 4310 

           Email:  nursenelson@hotmail.com 
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PROGRAM RESOURCES 
 
Those of you who were able to get out after the snowstorm for the Mission Education Event at Marcus on 
Monday, April 16, were treated to a wonderful experience under the leadership of our District Education 
and Interpretation Coordinator, Daina Powers.  At that event, in addition to Reading Program books for 
sale, I set up a browsing table with books giving a background for the three areas of the study, “The 
Missionary Conferences of The United Methodist Church in the United States”: the Red Bird Missionary 
Conference in the Appalachian region, the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference, and the Alaska 
Conference.  These books included memoirs, biographies, non-fiction, and novels.  Some are on our 
UMW Reading List and some are not.  If you would like the list of these books, I can send it to you by 
email.  Use my contact information below. 
  
If you, personally, or your unit would like to donate to any of these conferences, here are the websites 
where you can obtain further information.  Also, donations can be made through the United Methodist 
Church Advance specials.  Below is a list of the Advance numbers and a brief description of each.  Your 
church treasurer will know how to send donations to the Advance. 
 
Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference (OIMC) www.umc-oimc.org 
 
#583634 Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference Parish Partners – Projects 
Providing salary support and health benefits for pastors, enabling them to focus on the work 
 
#583633 Oklahoma Indian missionary Conference Construction Project Fund – Projects 
Assisting churches who need help in construction or repairs to the worship spaces or other places 
 
#583581 Native American Children’s Fund –  
Helps provide school supplies and clothing for Native American children, graduation assistance for 
graduating seniors and assists the churches with VBS supplies 
 
#3020757  Clinton Indian Church and Community Center – Projects 
Rebuilding a relationship between the UMC and the people of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes 
 
#582161 Cookson Hills Center United Methodist Mission – Projects 
Providing relief, education, healthcare, employment opportunities and cottage industry 
 
#3021377  Missionary Donna Chaat Pewo - serving as a Church and Community Worker at the Clinton 
and El Reno Church and Community Ministry of the OIMC 
 
Red Bird Missionary Conference  www.redbirdconference.org 
 
#773726  Red Bird Mission – Projects 
Empowering and advocating justice through spiritual, educational, health and outreach ministries 
 
#773978  Red Bird Missionary Conference Church and Outreach Ministries – Projects 
Meeting community needs and developing disciples through holistic ministry in rural Appalachia 
 
#773728  Red Bird Christian School – Projects 
Providing career and college preparation, spiritual growth, and Christian leadership development 
 
         Continued on page 7 
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#773724  Red Bird Clinic Community Health – Projects 
Providing health programs for low-income underinsured and uninsured people in remote mountain 
areas 
 
#773365  Henderson Settlement – Projects 
Creating opportunities for better lives through Christ-centered service 
 
Alaska United Methodist Conference    alaskaumc.org 
 
#931027 Alaska churches (Anchorage) 
Strengthening local church mission and ministry while launching new leadership for new programs 
 
#931068  Birchwood Camp (Chugiak) 
Building community on holy ground by providing program spaces and year-round staff housing 
 
#3020487  Downtown Ministries, First United Methodist Church, Ketchikan 
Providing a place for the homeless to temporary housing to spend daytime hours 
 
#931007  Girdwood Chapel United Methodist Church 
Building larger facilities to greatly increase the breadth and scope of worship and social services 
 
#931855  Unalaska United Methodist Church – Outreach 
Ministering to the Bering Sea Fishing Fleet, processors, stranded crew members and workers 
 
#931511  Willow United Methodist Church 
Serving poor rural communities spiritually, with basic physical needs, and with help in emergencies 
 
#931520  Willow Church and Community Ministry 
Providing Christian education to children in Anvik and Grayling and also responding to emergencies 
 
#10832Z  Missionary Evelyn Erbele  Co-pastor of First United Methodist Church in Ketchikan and 
pastor of Unalaska UMC in Unalaska 
 
#10831Z  Missionary Terence Erbele  Co-pastor of First UMC in Ketchikan 
 
If you are interested in attending Mission u July 15-17 in Marshalltown, I can email you the registration 
form which is due by June 16 or you can download it from the Conference United Methodist Women 
website.  The study books (available from Mission Resources) are: Spiritual Growth Study - Embracing 
Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living by Jessica Stonecypher; and the Issue Study – 
What About Our Money?  A Faith Response by Susan K. Taylor. 
 
May you find new life in the awakening of God’s creation from winter’s sleep as we move forward toward 
the celebration of Pentecost. 
 

Esta M. Fraley, Secretary of Program Resources 
2360 490th Street  
Sioux Rapids, IA 50585 
712-283-2588      
ems20h@webbwireless.net  
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RECORDING SECRETARY 
 

I checked my newsletter for this time - last year, and see that I mentioned getting snow on May 1st.  But it 
wasn’t as much as we have had here in April and it melted right away. Today is just beautiful, sunny and 
no wind. As my little dog and I walked this morning, appreciating the weather, I realized that I enjoyed it 
more because of the challenge we experienced after five large snows in April. The spring weather has 
been a parallel with our lives and our many struggles and successes. With our Faith we make it through 
those snowstorms of life. 
 
I hope your secretarial duties are fulfilling. The minutes of the United Methodist Women’s meetings are 
so important. So, no matter how often you meet, it is necessary to record decisions, attendance, and all 
other pertinent information. 
      Wishing you all a beautiful Spring season, 
      God Bless, 
      Carolyn Roberts 
      Northwest District Recording Secretary 
      PO Box 227 
      Peterson, Ia. 51047 
      cstonerroberts@outlook.com     712-295-5801  
 

June 8-11 (Fri. – Mon.) Iowa Annual Conference of United Methodist Church (United Methodist Women 
Event, Sunday, June 10, Des Moines, IA – Wesley United Methodist Church during 
supper break)  *See reservation flyer in this newsletter 

July 15-17 (Sun. – Tues.) Summer Mission u (School of Christian Mission) @ Iowa Valley Continuing Education 
Ctr.  Marshalltown, IA; District Officer Training Event, July 15, 1-3 P.M. Spiritual 
Growth Study: “Embracing Wholeness”; Geographical Study: “Missionary Conferences 
of the United Methodist Church in the U.S.”; Issue Study: “What about our Money?” 

July 23  (Monday) Northwest District United Methodist Women Executive Mtg. in Cherokee @ 9:30 AM 

Sept. 22 (Saturday) Northwest District United Methodist Women Annual Mtg @ Cherokee, IA 

Oct. 6  (Saturday) Iowa Conference of United Methodist Women Annual Mtg. @ Knoxville, IA 

Oct. 19-21 (Fri. – Sun.) Fall Mission u (School of Christian Mission) @ Iowa Valley Continuing Education Ctr.  
Marshalltown, IA; Spiritual Growth Study: “Embracing Wholeness”; Geographical 
Study: “Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the U.S.”; Issue 
Study: “What about our Money?” 

Oct. 22 (Monday) Spiritual Growth Study “Embracing Wholeness: Earth Perspective for Covenantal 
Living”  Location to be announced, followed by Northwest District United Methodist 
Women Executive Meeting 

Name of Report Due Date Local Send to: 

 2019 Pledge to Mission  June 1 District Treasurer, Julie Nelson 

Mission Study Report June 30 District Education & Interpretation, Daina Powers 

Mission Today Report June 30 District Education & Interpretation, Daina Powers 

Reading Program Report June 30 District Program Resources, Esta Fraley 

Love Offering Sept. 1 District Treasurer, Julie Nelson 

Local Officers List October 30 District Secretary, Carolyn Roberts 

Cash receipts to finish year Dec. 10 District Treasurer, Julie Nelson 

mailto:cstonerroberts@outlook.com
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COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 
 

Greetings Sisters in Christ, 

Once again the Nominations Committee is hard at work preparing a slate of officers for next year.  We are 

hoping that we will be able to fill all the open slots so the Northwest District can run at full staff in 2019.  

Positions on the Nominations Committee are especially important this year.  We will need four new 

members in order to have adequate input to do the work that will need to be completed for the next year.  

Please prayerfully consider working on the Nominations Committee and contact any of our current 

officers or either one of us to get your name on the ballot. 

      Your sisters in Christ,  

      Marty Warrender, Nominations Chairperson,   
      112 Hwy 31, Washta, IA 51061 
      mdwarrend@yahoo.com, 712-447-6335,  

      Julie Dozark, Nominations Committee Member 
      3520 D Avenue, Vail, IA 51465 
       712-677-2293 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE AND OUTREACH 
 
I am sitting in the Omaha airport as many of you are in Marcus!  I’m sorry to be missing the program, but 
know it will be wonderful.  I’m off on a trip of a life time, to the Holy Lands. 
 
I want to thank all of the units that went on-line and did the Census report.  I have not seen the final 
reports yet, but know it will be much better than last year. 
 
I hope to see many of you at Mission u in July and others at Assembly in May! 

 
      Blessings to all! 
      Judy Wanned, Membership, Nurture, and Outreach 
      1117 Pacquette Ave.  Sioux City, IA 51109 
      Ph. (712) 253-5558 e-mail thewanneds@gmail.com 

 
Purpose of the United Methodist Women 

 
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God, and to 
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; 
and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 
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NW District Study Day: Photo Album - April 16, 2018 

 
 

Thank you to all      

who helped to make 

this day a success. 
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Save the Date 

 

Iowa Conference  

United Methodist Women’s Event 

Sunday, June 10, 2018 
During Supper Break 

Wesley UMC 

800 E. 12th, DSM 

Program: “Swedish Childcare and Family Policy Study” 

 Kelsey Smith, 2017 Recipient of the Theressa Hoover 

Community Service and Global Citizenship Award 

Supper Tickets:  $10.00 

(Write Checks to “Iowa Conference UMW”) 

RSVP to Myra Bowman:  jlmkbowman51@comm1net.net  

Or Call:  641-843-4086 

Mail Check and reservation form below to: 

Myra Bowman, 911 Golfview Ave., Britt, IA 50423 

 

Name(s):_________________________________________________________________ 

Number of Tickets:_______________  Total Amount:_____________________ 

Unit/District:______________________________________________________________ 
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