
    "Service as a leader in United Methodist Women is a 
blessing that is a fulfillment of our purpose. We are blessed 
with education opportunities, hands-on training and a 
supportive fellowship of Christian United Methodist Women 
sisters. We are able to put our faith in action" I can't take credit 
for this statement - it was in our first Daily Connection paper at 
Mission U. But I believe it whole heartedly. 
 There were 136 members at the Mission U and 10 from the 
Northeast District. Good for us! I know many of you like to 
attend the Fall Mission U and I urge more of you to attend. The 
study that we all attend is "The Bible and Human  Sexuality: 
Claiming God's Good Gift". We got intense and personal in our 
small groups, with interesting activities to do. If you have ever 
imagined 136 women discussing sex and sexuality, this was it. 
We looked at what the Bible says about this topic, as well as 
how it has been interpreted by theologians and church leaders 
through the years. We considered the influence of families, 
changing gender roles, along with the impact of race, class, age 
and ethnicity. 
 We did roleplaying - I played the part of a transgender 
female, attending a new church. It was a "stretch" for me but 
my group said I did well. One of our group members made up 
paper Emmy awards for all of us. 
 The other study was very enlightening. It was "Climate 
Justice" and showed us what we are really doing to our 
planet. It pointed out that we are only caretakers of our Earth 
and we should be aware of ways that we can improve our care-
giving. We had videos, lectures and group discussions and came 
away with ideas that we can implement in our 
own communities. 
 As usual, I'm getting too wordy. Just a reminder that at our 
NE District Conference, Friday, September 23, in Fayette, we 
are having the Silent Auction again and will be taking baby 
quilts that units are making. The quilts will be displayed in the 
Sanctuary for all to see and be donated to a human services 
agency.  
 Mark your calendars also for the Iowa Conference Annual 
meeting in Decorah, Saturday, October 8 - we were told that our 
new Bishop Laurie Haller will be there. Let's give her an Iowa 
Welcome! 
 

 
 

Upcoming Dates – 2016 
 

 August 30 – Last day to add names to “In 
Memory and in Honor” for Candle Burning 
 
September 23 – NE District Annual Meeting 
 And Officer’s Training – Fayette UMC 
 
 October 21 – 23 – Fall Mission u, 
Marshalltown 
 
 November 7  - World Community Day 
 
 
************************************** 
DUE DATES FOR DISTRICT REPORTS 
August 30  - Last day to add names to “In   
    Memory and In Honor” for Candle Burning  
     at District Annual meeting. 
 
 October 31 – 2017 Unit Officer’s Names and  
     addresses due. Send to Karen Page. 
 
 December 10  - All 2016 money due. Send to 
     Kristen Stewart. 
 
 January 15, 2017  - Unit Membership Report  
      due. Send to NE District Membership  
      Nurture & Outreach Coordinator. 
************************************** 

 

PLAN TO ATTEND THE 

UMW IOWA CONFERENCE 

ANNUAL MEETING 

SATURDAY , OCTOBER 8, 2016 

IN 

DECORAH, IA 

 
 

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
Pat Huxsol 



July 2016 The Link Page 2 
 

 

  
Greetings, 
 God gives advice: Proverbs 31: 15,16,18, 20, 
and 21 tells of a noble wife doing much of the same 
work as her husband. God gave abilities to both men 
and women. There is nothing wrong with being a 
stay-at-home mom or pursuing a career.  
 If a survey were taken today, it would show a 
majority of the women are holding down jobs in the 
working world. Women not only work in factories, 
food industry, but also find themselves as CEO's of 
large companies.  
 As in Bible times, today’s women truly are 
important. The UMW of Methodist Church is a 
strong united organization of women that take part 
from local, district and on up the ladder. If a person 
is hesitant about a position taken then listen to God's 
advice. God is with you. 
 The point is to "step outside of the box". 
Become active in UMW. Attend the District meeting 
Fayette, IA, at Methodist Church on Friday, 
September 23, 2016. Time 9:00 am – 3:00 pm. 
Receive God's Blessing with open hearts, open 
minds. 
 
 

 
FROM YOUR TREASURER 
 Summer Greetings!  Hope everyone is staying 
cool on these warm summer days! 
 At the close of the 2nd quarter, $31,622.00 has 
been paid toward the NE District 2016 pledge of 
$70,000. This would not be possible without your 
mission contributions. Thank you all! 
 Unit giving reports were emailed/mailed out on 
July 15 showing activity through June 25th. 
 Please send World Thank Offering to me by 
August 30th.  If I receive it by then, those dollars will 
be included in the Candle burning at the September 
23rd annual meeting. 
 Continue to submit the following if you have not 
done so yet: 
 $1/unit for magazine fund. 

$1.00/member for Bidwell Riverside, Hawthorn 
  Hill and Shesler Hall and Mission u.   

 REMINDER:  To be a 5 Star giving unit, you 
must give in the following categories:  Pledge to 

Mission, Special Mission Recognition, Gift to 
Mission, Gift in Memory and World Thank 
Offering.  Please refer to your 2016 Treasurer’s 
Reference Calendar to see what is due. 
  2017 Pledge Forms: These can still be 
mailed/emailed to me until August 15. 
  NE District Annual Meeting in Fayette, Sept. 
23. I will be at the check-in table when you sign in 
for the meeting.  Treasurer Packets for 2017 will be 
handed out then. Plan to attend the officers’ training 
session.  I will go over the new forms and answer 
any questions you may have. I look forward to 
seeing you on the 23rd. 
  Also, look for the “Blue House”.  Anyone 
wishing to donate to our 3 Iowa projects can leave 
their donation in the house.  It will be divided 
equally between all three. 
  As always, you can call or email me with any 
questions you may have.   
  Hope to see you at the Annual Meeting! 
  
“Don’t worry about anything; instead pray about 
everything; tell God your needs and don’t forget to 
thank him for His answers.” Philippians 4:6 
  
God Bless! 
 Kristin Stewart, NE Dist. Treasurer 
7840 Beaver Hills Lane 
Cedar Falls, IA 50613 
kris@the-stewarts.com • 319-290-1915   
 
 

 Gifted Women: Women are spiritually gifted 
members (not inferior members) of the body of 
Christ, the church. All of us, men and women, must 
stand quietly before God, submitting to his Word 
and to each other in love. 
 Do not believe that a task cannot be done. For 
example accepting a position of authority. God has 
shown women that it can be done. 
 The Mission Forms are due July 31st, 2016. 
Make an effort to have the forms sent in by then. 
 
Donna Copper, NE Dist. Education & Interpretation 
Coordinator, 2550 Gilmore Ave., Ionia, IA 50645 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM YOUR DISTRICT TREASURER 
Kristin Stewart 

 

FROM YOUR VICE-PRESIDENT 
Donna Copper 

EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION 
Donna Copper 
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I Chronicles 16:25 – Praise the Lord, all people on 
earth. Praise His glory and might. 
 I’ll hate to have summer end. We, like most of 
you, have been totally busy all summer. Ball games, 
picnics, and meetings – you name it. The garden is 
producing wonderful vegetables, so trying to get 
what I can in the freezer. I tell my husband, Terry, 
it’ll taste super this winter when it’s cold and snowy. 
 I spent Sunday afternoon (July 17th) at the 
District officers training in Marshalltown. I am 
changing “jobs” next year., from Membership 
Nurture & Outreach to Spiritual Growth. Meeting 
with other Spiritual Growth leaders from other 
Districts is great. 
 My head is still spinning from the ideas they 
gave me. I ask you to pray for me so I can do justice 
to the office. 
 Mission u is being celebrated this week. It 
started Sunday and foes until Wednesday (July 17 – 
20). I will attend October 21 – 23.  
 If you have never been to Mission u, please 
think about going. Singing, praising, praying, 
laughing, meeting new friends, seeing others you’ve 
met before, attending classes, etc. I can’t begin to 
tell you how good you will feel. First time attendees 
will have help with cost – check your unit to get info 
on attending. See you there. 
 God’s Blessing Today and Always, 
 Jackie 
 
Jackie Reams, Membership Nurture & Outreach 
Coordinator, 1954 Lime Kiln Rd., Osage, IA  
50461-8350  (641) 732-5030 
 

 
•  Theresa Meg, New Prime Minister, in England 
• Obama has taken to discussing Racial issues 
related to violence (Police, Blacks and 
Communities) and (Black, White and Blue) 
•  Public giving to Police – Cookies, roses & thanks 
in Waterloo, Cedar Falls and elsewhere.  
•  Pokemon Game a concern -- Meeting strangers 
putting self & others in danger 
•  Gun Control is sought in many ways and looking 
for the best one. 
•  Keep yourself informed in the political action in 
the coming weeks. 

•  Motorcyclists are about 30 % more likely to die if 
involved in a traffic crash. Of all Iowans killed while 
riding motorcycles, 84% were not wearing helmet. 
•  Iowa has a big problem with distracted and 
impaired drivers. A person dies every 2.6 hours 
because of texting by a distracted driver while 44  
are injured hourly. Forty-five states have made 
texting while driving a primary violation but not so 
in Iowa. Last year 14 people were killed by 
distracted drivers, double of the previous year. 
Accidents increased 43 percent to 1,100 and yet no 
legislation was passed to help the situation. In 2015, 
intoxicated drivers were responsible for 123 deaths. 
•  Our thoughts and prayers go out to persons in 
incidents as in Florida. Now incidents are happening 
outside the United States as in Nice France. 84 
people pronounced dead with 200 injured, many of 
the children and Americans. A military coup just 
ended in Turkey. This raises concern about the 
safety of the Presidential Conventions.   
 

 
 These days it seems to take a lot of endurance 
just to make it through a day. There are many times 
in life when the power to endure is one that we 
greatly need, and often lack. 
 Lately, we certainly have been speaking of 
“enduring” the summer heat. I’m sure that the word 
“endure” has a much deeper meaning than the small 
inconvenience of summer heat. 
 Endurance is a quality that the Christian needs 
when he is faced with pain or sorrow, and being a 
Christian does not release him from the threat of 
these trials. Through our trials in life, we need to 
cultivate the ability to endure, through his grace and 
strength. 
 May our endurance not be of the negative type 
which bows its head in defeat, but rather that inner 
strength which allows us to meet whatever life may 
bring with the knowledge that God is with us, and 
that “underneath are the everlasting arms.” 
 The patient endurance that is based on calm, 
inner strength can resist every trial and emerge 
victorious, right to the end. 
 II Timothy 2:3 “Take your share of suffering as 
a good soldier of Christ Jesus.” 
 
Emily K. Pearce, Coordinator of Spiritual Growth 
2812 Garden Ave. Cedar Falls, IA 50613 
 depearce@cfu.net • 319-266-7505 

SOCIAL ACTION 
Donna Hoffman 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
Emily Pearce 

MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH 
Jackie Reams 
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Summer Reading 

Notes from Mission u – Officer Training - Resource 
Coordinator 

 
 As we head into the heat of summer, now is a 
good time to sit in a cool spot and read a book. 
Three new titles from the 2017 reading program 
have been added to the books available. If you have 
readers who have completed even one book in the 
reading program for this year, send me a report. 
Everyone who participates will be recognized. I need 
the reports by the end of July or early in August. 
Contact information is below. 
 If reading has become more difficult for you or 
if you travel and like to listen to books while on the 
road, several titles are available through your local 
library as part of the Iowa library resources. The 
following Audio Books are available: 
 

2017 READING LIST 
Education for Mission 
 The Dressmaker of Khair Khana  
Leadership Development 
 I Am Malala    
 Lean In: Women, Work and the Will to Lead  
 Sum It Up      
Nurturing for Community  
 The end of Your Life Book Club   
 Please Look After Mom   
Social Action  
 An Invisible Thread     
 In Defense of Food: An Eater’s Manifesto  

 Return to Sender: A Novel (Youth)   
 That Used to Be Us: How America Fell Behind 
 
 If you have an Kindle or read iBooks, your local 
librarian should be able to help you access the 
following books on Bridges, Iowa’s eLibrary: 
 
Education for Mission  
 Awake: Doing  World of Good One Person at a 
  Time  
 Deep in the Sahara (Children)   
 Radio Shangri-La     
 The Underground Girls of Kabul  
Leadership Development 
 Lean In: Women, Work and the Will to Lead  
 Sum It Up     
 
Social Action  
 Americanah: A Novel    
 An Invisible Thread    
 In Defense of Food: An Eater’s Manifesto 
 Hunting Season: Immigration & Murder… 
 Just Mercy  (Bonus Book)   
 Kind of Kin: A Novel    
 Return to Sender: A Novel (Youth)  
  
 You are always welcome to contact me if you 
would like to know what is available in our district 
library and I can mail them to you.  Contact me at: 

Penney Morse,  615 Pine St., Osage, IA  50461
 pjmorse@gmail.com •  641-732-4155 or 

414-342-1699  

 

   Inside this issue of the LINK you will find a 
proposed slate of officers who have accepted the 
nominations for their respective office.  Thanks to 
those women who have agreed to serve the NE 
UMW District, especially those who have agreed to 
a second term.  However, there is still a vacancy for 
Mission Coordinator of Education and 
Interpretation.  Please contact me if you – or 
someone you know – would accept the nomination 
for this office.  This would be a two-year term 
beginning in January of 2017. 
      The election and installation of officers will be 
held at the Annual Meeting on September 23 at 
Fayette United Methodist Church.  See you there. 
  

 
 
 

 

PROGRAM RESOURCES  --  Penney Morse 

NOMINATIONS 
Karen Page, Chair of Nominations 

If you or anyone you know is interested in 
filling the positions marked (Open), please 
contact: 
Karen Page, Nominations Chair 
119 Iris Dr., Cedar Falls, IA 50626 
319-230-7200  •  kp224@cfu.net  
 
These positions are important to keep the 
District organization moving smoothly.  Yes, I 
know we are all busy and this will take a 
commitment, but the joys and personal rewards 
are worth the time. Working with a group of 
dedicated women to further the work of God is 
very fulfilling.  
 



     
      Note:   Key to  numbering -   year – which term – length of term 
             Example:   1-2-2   means  1st year of 2nd term, which is a 2 year term 
 
OFFICERS TO BE ELECTED OFFICERS TO BE RE-AFFIRMED  
                   FOR 2017                  FOR 2017 
       
.Vice President, Donna Copper, 1-2-2  President – Pat Huxsol, 2-2-2 
 Ionia      Charles City    
      
Secretary, Karen Page 1-1-2  Treasurer – Kris Stewart    2-2-2 
 Cedar Falls      Cedar Falls (Waterloo 1st) 
 
 MISSION COORDINATORS   Communications  Coordinator 
Education & Interpretation    Ruth Tucker    2-1-2 
     __(Open)_____  1-1-2   Evansdale (Cedar Falls 1st) 
 
Spiritual Growth   Nominations  - Class of 2019 
 Jackie Reams, Osage   1-1-2   Norma Orum, Waterloo   
  
Membership Nurture and Outreach    
   Donna Flint, Delhi   1-1-2       
 
Social action    
 Donna Hoffman, Cedar Falls    1-2-2 
 
 Program Resources      
 Penny Morse, Osage     1-2-2 
 
COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 
  Nominations  Class of 2018  (2 years): 
 Jan Roseland, West Union 
 Judy Porter, Lamont 
 Bev Kester, Greene 
         Joann Lambertson,  Garwin 
 
Nominations  Class of 2019    (3 years) 
 
 ______(Open)________ 
 
 ______(Open)________ 
 
Nominations Class of 2020   (4 years) 
 Becky Ullum, Chester 
 Carol Raithel, Strawberry Point 
 

 
  

 
HIGHLIGHTS OF NE DISTRICT 
ANNUAL MEETING – See poster 

 
David Grant, National Director, of 

Destiny Rescue; Rescuing Children 
will explain this vital program. 

Destiny Rescue, based in Indiana,  exists to end 
child sexual exploitation and slavery. We rescue 
and restore underage children trapped in 
prostitution or sexual exploitation.  
      Children in the program make jewelry, 
which will be displayed and offered for sale at 
the meeting.  Watch for the display and 
purchase items for gifts, etc.  

Religion that pleases God must be pure and 
spotless. You must help needy orphans and 

widow and not let this world make you evil. –
James 1:27 

 
A Silent Auction will be held again this year.   
 
Units are being asked to bring baby quilts, 
which will be displayed and given to a deserving 
charity after the meeting.  
 
Remind your Unit members attending to pick up 
packets for Unit officers who are absent.  These 
contain the necessary reporting forms for 2017.  
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United	Methodist	
Women	

Faith+Hope+Love	In	Action 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NORTHEAST	DISTRICT	UMW 

 

ANNUAL	MEETING	and	OFFICERS'	TRAINING 
 

FRIDAY,	SEPTEMBER	23,	2016 

9:00	a.m.-	3:00	p.m. 
REGISTRATION	9:00	a.m.	-	9:30	a.m. 

 

FAYETTE	UNITED	METHODIST	CHURCH 

203	EAST	CLARK	ST. 
FAYETTE,	IA		52412 

 

KEYNOTE	SPEAKER 

David	Grant		
National	Director	Of	Destiny	Rescue 

Destiny	Rescue	Focus:		
Rescue,	Restoration,	Reintegration,	Prevention. 

 

Salad	Luncheon 

Please	Bring	One	Salad	Per	Carload 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Makes checks to:       United Methodist Women 
 
Send lunch reservations and money to:   Candace Arp 
         1344 Coon Creek Road 
Name of Unit: ____________________  Decorah, Iowa 52101 
   
Name of persons: __________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Is child care needed? ________ If yes, number and ages of kids: ___________ 
 
Number of Lunches needed:__________  Amount Enclosed:_________ 

United Methodist Women 
Conference Annual Meeting  
October 8, 2016 
 

First United Methodist Church 
302 W. Broadway 
Decorah, Iowa 52101 
 
Coffee and Registration:  9 am 
Meeting begins: 9:30 am 
Choice of Breakouts after lunch 
Closing worship: 2:30pm 
Lunch: $7.00/person 

Keynote speaker: 
Bishop Laurie Haller 

 

Registrations due September 30 
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Dates of Northeast Iowa District Events – p.1 
Education & Interpretation Coordinator – p. 2 
Membership Nurture & Outreach Coordinator – p. 3 
Nominations – p. 4, 5 
President – p. 1 

Vice President –p. 2 
Program Resources – p. 4 
Social Action Coordinator – p. 3 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator – p. 3 
Treasurer – p. 2 
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Ruth MF Tucker 
339 Lawrence Ave. 
Evansdale IA 50707-1231 
 
Address Correction Requested 
 
 
 
 
 

 

READ-COPY-SHARE 
Notice of publication of each issue is sent to all 
Northeast District UMW officers who have email 
addresses on file. Presidents, Vice Presidents, 
Secretary, and Treasurers of Units who do not have 
email will receive a printed copy.  It is the 
responsibility of these officers to distribute copies to 
other officers in their unit, if they are unable to access 
the issue via the IA Conference UMW website 
http://www.iaumc.org/umw. The entire newsletter 
should be shared so that all officers and members will 
be better informed about UMW beyond the local level.    
 

WEBSITES 
                Iowa United Methodist Women 
                www.iaumc.org/umw 
 
                United Methodist Women Resource Center 
                www.umwmissionresources.org 
 
                United Methodist Women National 
                www.unitedmethodistwomen.org  

 


