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PURPOSE
United Methodist Builders have been an important part of 

developing churches all across the Iowa Annual Conference. 

They have helped new congregations buy land or build 

their first church facility. United Methodist Builders have 

provided funds to help established congregations update

their facilities or build new additions.

The Spring and Fall Builder’s Calls are made for specific 

churches which are either building new facilities or making 

major renovations. Recipient churches make application 

through their district office. Applicants are prayerfully 

reviewed by the District Parish Development Committee 

(Chair), the District Committee on Church Building and

Location, the District Superintendent, by the Annual 

Conference Parish Development Committee, the 

Conference Board of Global Ministries and finally  

approved by the Bishop and Appointive Cabinet. Where 

possible, one call each year is made on behalf of a recent 

new church start, and one for an established church building 

project with special consideration given to emergency 

situations. We are grateful for your continued support of the 

Builder’s Call.

Send your tax deductible checks to: United Methodist 

Builder’s, 2301 Rittenhouse Street, Des Moines, IA 50321

OR you may give through your local church offering, 

specifying Fall or Spring “Builder’s Call”.

For more information, go to www.iaumc.org/builderscall.

CHURCH

MISSION
Growing the family of 
God by making disciples 
for Jesus Christ.

PROJECT

VISION
Loving. 
Serving.
More than just a building.



ABOUT OUR

CHURCH
“What a blessing to see 190 souls at our new facilities 
for our first worship service on May 14th! We had a 
baptism and were blessed to be able to have full access 
for individuals with wheelchairs and walkers!” said Rev. 
Andrew Rubenking, the pastor at the Clarinda First 
United Methodist church after their first service in their 
new facility.

The new sanctuary holds up to 200 people and has 
portable chairs.

“That way if we have a wedding and the couple wants 
the seats set in a certain way, we can do that,” said 
Pastor Andy.

The old building was constructed in 1880. It had been 
repaired, added on to and remodeled but had gotten 
to the point where the biggest issue was the fact that 
it was inaccessible to those with mobility issues. That, 
along with the mounting costs to maintain and fix a 
growing list of repairs frustrated the congregation. 

Older members were not able to worship in the old 
building because they were unable to manage the stairs 
and the elevator had become unreliable.

A 97-17 final vote by congregation members on May 8, 
2016, approved the construction of the new facility.

Funds have been being raised over several years and 
they are close to paying for the construction.

Reaching out to make new disciples
The Clarinda First UMC’s many ministries received 
input from their community partners about what was 
needed in their new facility. What they discovered was 
that the state of their old facility was keeping people 
out of their building and it was hindering their ability to 
make new disciples of Jesus Christ.

Groundbreaking and dedications
A groundbreaking ceremony for the new facility was 
held on May 22, 2016. Both young and old members of 
the congregation joined in on the celebration. 

Reaching new people
The Clarinda First UMC’s Sew & Share Food pantry 
serves nearly 450 families with emergency food 
support and is now handicapped accessible thanks to 
the one level building and large multi-purpose great 
room.

Every week groups of volunteers provide a hot meal and 
groceries to those who are unable to make ends meet.

A joy and blessing
The new facility cost approximately $1.6 million to build 
and some of the costs were offset by utilizing people 
in their church community who had construction and 
other building skills.

The new facility has a multi-purpose room that will be 
used for youth and other activities such as concerts. It 
will also have everything on one level, accessibility for 
all, and an opportunity to open the doors to 
new people in the community.

“We are going to be a while getting used to 
the new setting. Folks are going to have to 
find their new favorite places to sit. Still, it 
was a great joy and blessing to have so many 
come out and worship!” said Pastor Andy.

Clarinda UMC is excited and hopeful that 
they will see much more people joining them 
for worship in their beautiful and functional 
new facility.

We are a family of faith,  
passionately connecting  

to Christ.


