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General Introduction: 
 

This course introduces Biblical interpretation. Attention is given to the inspiration, formation, 

and function of the canon, and to the development of a methodology of interpretation consistent 

with the nature of scripture. The importance of the Bible as a witness to the life and faith of 

ancient Israel and earliest Christianity will be emphasized.  

 

Students will be able to:  

 

1) Articulate the place of scripture in the life of the congregation and the role of the pastor in 

interpretation.  

 

2) Understand the inspiration and formation of the canon and its authority within the 

community of faith.  

 

3) Understand and apply historical, literary, and theological approaches to various types of 

literature in scripture using Genesis, Hosea and Amos, the Gospels, and Philippians.  

 

4) Develop a method of exegesis consistent with the nature and authority of the Bible.  
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Required Texts:    **See below for Assigned Readings** 

     (You will not need to read the entire book) 

 

Lawrence Boadt, Reading the Old Testament: An Introduction. Second Edition.  Revised and 

      updated by Richard Clifford and Daniel Harrington. Paulist Press, New York: 2012. 

ISBN 978-0-8091-4780-9 (Amazon price: $23) 

 

Mark Allan Powell, Introducing the New Testament: A Historical, Literary, and Theological  

     Survey.  Second Edition.  Baker Academic, Grand Rapids: 2018.     

 ISBN 978-0-8010-9960-1 (Amazon price: $26) 

 

Mark Allan Powell, What Is Narrative Criticism? Fortress Press, Minneapolis: 1991. 

 ISBN 978-0-8006-0473-8 (Amazon price: $16) 

 

One of the following translations of the Bible: 

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

New International Version (NIV) 

New Jerusalem Bible (NJB) 

New American Standard (NASB) 

 

Please avoid any paraphrased versions, such as The Living Bible, The Message 

 

 

Recommended for Further Reading (Not Required): 

 

The Interpreters One-Volume Commentary 

 

Harper Collins Bible Dictionary 

 

NRSV – New Interpreter’s Study Bible 

 

Warren Carter, The Roman Empire and the New Testament 

  

 

 

  



Syllabus and Assignments:   

 

Contact hours:  ALL CLASSES WILL BE HELD VIA ZOOM THIS YEAR. Classes begin 

at 6:00 P.M. on Friday with a Community Gathering. Individual sessions begin at 6:30 - 9:30. On 

Saturday, classes begin at 8:00 A.M., with an hour for lunch, and conclude at 3:30, for a total of 

ten contact hours.  (This schedule is tentative and will be updated when class dates get closer.)  

 

Summer Assignments: Prior to class in the Fall students must complete both readings and short 

papers.  Written work is due one month before class sessions – on August 17, 2021.  Readings 

must be completed by the first day of class (Sept 17, 2021), but written assignments will not 

make sense and cannot be completed successfully without doing many of the readings first.  See 

below for details, and plan accordingly. 

 

Grades:   The COS School requires that we give a letter grade. In graduate school an A to A- is 

considered excellent. B+ to B is considered very good, B- to C is a passing grade. Any grade of 

C- or below indicates that the student needs additional help in understanding and working with 

Biblical content.  

 

Grading Score:   

50% - All written assignments completed and on time. (Answer the questions, do not write a 

book, give credit when material is quoted, borrowed.) 

50% - Class participation (Student raises questions, uses inclusive language, works well with 

others in team building and response. There is evidence that student has read the assigned 

material.)  

 

 

 

 

 

  



Reading Assignments: 
 

Please read the following chapters from Boadt, Reading the Old Testament and Powell, 

Introducing the New Testament prior to our first class on September 17-18.  You may save 

Powell, Narrative Criticism until our October 22-23 session if you wish.  If you get ambitious, 

you’re always welcome to read more.  You will need to refer to specific chapters for your written 

assignments: see each question (below) for details.  These textbooks are long and thorough, but 

should not be anything to be scared of.  They were selected with the purpose of becoming part of 

your reference library – a resource for preaching, teaching and personal growth. 

 

Boadt, Reading the OT   (Total pages to read: 138) 

 

Chapter 1, “Introduction to the Old Testament” (pp.1-14) 

Chapter 2, “The People and Lands of the OT” (pp.15-34) 

Chapter 4, “Literary Tools for OT Study” (pp.51-68) 

Chapter 5, “The Pentateuch” (pp.69-85) 

Chapter 9, “The Covenant and Journey to Canaan” (pp.144-163) 

Chapter 14, “Israelite Worship and Prayer” Section A.  (pp.230-242) 

Chapter 16, “The Great Prophets of the Eighth Century” (pp.270-295) 

Chapter 23, “The Cultivation of Wisdom” (pp.413-427) 

 

 

Powell, Introducing the NT   (Total pages to read: 139, with many pictures) 

 

Chapter 1, “New Testament Background: The Roman World” (pp.17-38) 

Chapter 2, “New Testament Background: The Jewish World” (pp.39-58) 

Chapter 3, “The New Testament Writings” (pp.59-76) 

Chapter 4, “Jesus” (pp.77-94) 

Chapter 5, “The Gospels” (pp.95-118) 

Chapter 11, “New Testament Letters” (pp.231-246) 

Chapter 12, “Paul” (pp.247-270) 

 

Powell, Narrative Criticism   (Total pages to read: 32; save this one for last) 

 

 Chapter 1, “Scripture as Story” (pp.1-10) 

Chapter 2, “Ways of Reading” (pp.11-22) 

Chapter 3, “Story and Discourse” (pp.23-32) 



Written Assignments:  

 

The standard deadline for submitting work is one month before class sessions begin (August 

17, 2021). Anything arriving later than that will need a special exemption in order to be 

accepted. 

 

Please send your work to the Instructor in ONE MS Word or PDF document.  Label each 

question with its number and title [e.g.: “2) The Prophets”].  Please make sure your name is on 

each page and that the pages are numbered.  (The entire document can be numbered 

consecutively.)  All papers must be typed and double-spaced with one-inch margins on all sides. 

Use Times New Roman 12-point font.  All citations must be footnotes using the style found in 

Turabian or another standard footnote source.  

 

Written assignments should be written in a formal style as is fitting for academic work.  This 

means you should be sure to use complete sentences, avoid bullet points as a way of 

summarizing, and cite your sources.  You may quote verses or phrases from the Bible, but large 

block quotes should be kept to a minimum.  Feel free to summarize an idea but provide a 

reference in parenthesis afterwards like this: When Joseph travels with Mary to Bethlehem, 

Quirinius is governor of Roman Syria (Lk 2:1-3).  You should not have to do much (if any) 

online research to successfully answer these questions; refer first to the text of the Bible, and 

then to your textbooks.  Copy-and-pasting from online articles is not a good research strategy in 

any case and should be avoided.  We wish to see your writing skills and your creative ability. 

 

Finally, for a significant number of students COS 121 is your first experience in theological 

education.  It is understandable if there are points along the way where things are confusing or 

hard to understand at first – this is true of all new things, and you are encouraged to think of 

these sticking points as opportunities for growth.  If you get truly bogged down on a question, 

you may email or call the Instructor, whose contact information is found above. 

 

Please answer the following five questions: 

 

1) The Documentary Hypothesis (5-7 pages): Read and compare the two creation stories in 

Genesis 1:1 – 2:3, and Genesis 2:4-25.  Provide a summary of each story from scripture; then 

note where they are similar and different.  With reference to Source Criticism and Wellhausen’s 

Documentary Hypothesis (Boadt, Chapters 4 & 5), discuss how scholarly theories can help 

explain why there are two creation stories at the beginning of the Bible.  

 

2) The Prophets (5-7 pages): Read and summarize the books of Amos and Hosea.  Identify 

several major themes and topics in each, being sure to include chapter and verse references.  

What historical factors account for much of the content of these prophetic books?  (See Boadt, 

pages 270-275).  What are some ways in which the prophet’s messages are relevant yet today? 

 

3) Practical Exegesis (1-2 pages):  Meet with your mentor and ask how she/he does exegesis of 

the text for sermon preparation.  Make sure to ask how your mentor moves from study to 

proclamation, and how this differs from the movement from study in preparation to teach a class.  



Describe and summarize your conversation, then conclude by comparing your mentor’s practices 

with your own current practice (even if it is limited at present). 

 

4) Synoptic Comparison (5-7 pages): Compare the stories told about the Birth of Jesus in 

Matthew 1:18 – 2:23 and Luke 1:26 – 2:21.  Provide a summary of each; then note where the 

stories are similar and different.  With reference to Powell’s discussion of the “Synoptic Puzzle” 

(Introducing the NT, pages 109-116), how can scholarly theories about the gospels help explain 

the way these two Birth stories are written?  How can they help explain why there is no Birth 

narrative in Mark? 

 

5) Pauline Letters (3-5 pages): Read and summarize Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.  Based on 

Powell’s discussion (Intro to NT, pages 357-362), what are the historical circumstances within 

which the letter may have been written?  After doing your own reading to identify themes and 

topics in the letter, choose one mentioned by Powell (Intro to NT, pages 362-368) and write 

about its potential significance in your current setting.  (For instance, people in my congregation 

have been missing our Coffee and Donut hour due to COVID restrictions; the theme of 

Fellowship may have something to say to help us remain patient until this practice can resume.) 


