
Upper Midwest Extension Course of Study School 
Morningside College, Sioux City, Iowa 

122 - Theological Heritage I 
Syllabus and Assignments 

March 25 & 26, 2022 
April 22 & 23, 2022 

Instructor: Rev. Dr. Travis Stevick 
pastorstevick@gmail.com 
Ph. 641-758-0045 

This course introduces the student to theological reflection in the Wesleyan Tradition.  
Basic terms, task, and methods of Christian theology will be introduced.  
Representative classical themes will be defined and illustrated. 
The course provides a foundation for further historical and theological study. 

Students will be able to: 

—Examine their understanding of faith, sin, salvation, grace, and the place of doctrine in the life 
of the United Methodist Church. 
—Use and understand classical theological terms and themes. 
—Critically consider the sources of theological reflection, including scripture, tradition, 
experience, and reason. 
—Reflect theologically as a resource for pastoral ministry. 

Required Texts: 

Collins, Kenneth J. The Theology of John Wesley: Holy Living and the Shape of Grace. 
Abingdon Press, Nashville, 2007. 

Campbell, Ted A. Methodist Doctrine, the Essentials. Abingdon Press, Nashville, 2011. 

Optional Texts: 

Gonzalez, Justo L., and Zaida Maldonado Perez. An Introduction to Christian Theology. 
Abingdon Press, Nashville, 2002. 

United Methodist Hymnal 

Meeting Times: 
Friday, March 25th, 3:30pm-9:30pm. Saturday, March 26th, 8:30am-2:30pm 

Friday, April 22nd, 3:30pm-9:30pm. Saturday, April 23rd, 8:30am-2:30pm 
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Writing Guidelines: 
 Course of Study requires 25-30 pages total of written material for each course. To meet 
this requirement, the student is expected to complete the advance written assignments. This 
means that your responses to each question should be 3-4 pages in length. Please use double-
spaced, 12 point, Times New Roman font. If you prefer to count words rather than pages, a page 
equals about 300 words. Please include all your responses in a single document (preferably PDF 
format, but .doc or .docx will work, too) and email them to me at pastorstevick@gmail.com 
 If you have any questions about any aspect of the class or the questions, please email me 
and I will do my best to help clarify anything that is unclear. 

Written Assignments - due one month before classes begin (February 25th, 2021): 

1. Tell me about your call to ministry. How has your understanding of God changed over the 
course of your life? How has pastoral ministry shaped your understanding of God? 

2. As you begin your formal theological education, reflect on your own theological convictions. 
What would you say is the “center” of your theology. That is to say, if you had to boil your faith 
down to a single statement or conviction, what would it be? Explain your choice and how it 
shapes your faith? 

3. Explain and unpack your understanding of sin, grace, and salvation. Refer especially to 
chapters two, three, five, and six in the Collins volume. 

4. What role does doctrine play in the life of the church? In the life of the individual Christian? 
Share a story of when you have seen doctrine be used in a helpful or harmful way. 

5. Give a short definition of the following terms and explain why each is important for Christian 
faith; Theology, Christology, Pneumatology, Soteriology, Eschatology, Ecclesiology 

6. Our Book of Discipline states that “Wesley believed that the living core of the Christian faith 
was revealed in Scripture, illumined by tradition, vivified in personal experience, and confirmed 
by reason.” Explain what you understand by the terms scripture, tradition, experience, and 
reason. 

7. How do scripture, tradition, experience, and reason impact your preaching, teaching, and 
pastoral care? 

8. A young couple comes to visit the pastor. They do not wish to have their first child baptized as 
an infant. They think they should be baptized when they are old enough to understand its 
meaning and make their decision to follow Christ. What pastoral word can you bring to their 
situation that would help them understand the meaning of infant baptism? How does Wesley’s 
understanding of baptism inform your thinking? 
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9. A second couple calls the pastor to the hospital. Their child is stillborn. Now they wonder if 
they should have the baby baptized. The family is divided on the question. Pastor, what does 
your theology tell you to do in this situation? 

Expectations and Evaluation: 

Class Participation is crucial to the sort of mutual learning that will take place throughout 
professional ministry. We are not in this alone! Each of us has a different past and perspective 
and we have much to learn from one another. Participation involves active listening, respect for 
one another, as well as a willingness to share one’s own reflections, insights and questions. 

Assignments and due dates: 
Grades will take into account class participation and written assignments. In order to receive a 
grade, students must: 
 1) Demonstrate a basic understanding of the material covered 
 2) Have turned in all assignments on time 
 3) Have participated in all classes. 
Outstanding work will be characterized by demonstrating significant analytical abilities in 
written and oral work, clarity of thinking and writing, and high quality participation. 

NOTE: Using other people’s materials without documentation, whether from a book, journal, 
teacher, another student, sermon service, lectionary aid, or website, is not acceptable. All quotes 
from sources must be cited and properly footnoted. 

Letter Grades will be given for the course: 
50% Papers and written work 
50% Active class participation 
All written assignments are due one month before the first class meeting (February 19th, 
2021) 

Suggestions: Instead of trying to write all of the papers at one time, why not preach and teach 
the material to your congregation, or form a study group within the congregation to assist you 
with the material. The instructor is aware that “part time local pastor” is a misnomer. 
Assignments take the student’s limited time into account. However, all assignments have one 
goal, namely to increase the Pastor’s skills and ability to serve. 

When beginning to answer a question, consider trying to find the most straightforward and 
simplest way to answer the question in just a sentence or two and put that first. Then take 
however much space is necessary to unpack all the aspects of that summary. That will help your 
responses to have the proper focus and clarity.


