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Communiqué 
A newsletter of the Iowa Central District United Methodist Women                   April, 2017 

 

A Message from the President 

 

Hello friends, 

   Have you connected the dots between hunger 

and climate justice? Once you start to see it, the 

dots seem more like a straight line. 

   The Rev. Susan Hendershot Guy, the executive 

director of Iowa Interfaith Power and Light, 

helped me begin to understand this last year 

when she spoke at our church during a UMW-

sponsored worship service. Sarah, program and 

outreach coordinator for Iowa Interfaith Power 

and Light, led me to an even deeper 

understanding of how our practices — yours and 

mine — contribute to disruptive climate change 

when she led a study last fall at Mission u. 

   Global warming is a fact, not an opinion, and it 

threatens our life-giving world. It also 

disproportionately harms the most vulnerable 

among us. That’s why climate justice issues are 

urgent for people of faith — and a priority for 

United Methodist Women. 

   Whether we’re talking about islands in the 

South Pacific that are being overcome by rising 

sea water or devastating droughts in developing 

countries, it’s the poor who suffer the most. 

   While our lawmakers and policymakers go 

back and forth on how to address accelerating 

climate change, we can act now. We must act 

now. It is our responsibility as citizens of the 

world’s richest country and largest carbon 

polluter, and as good stewards of Creation. 

   Start by attending our Central District 

UMW Mission Study event on climate justice 

on Saturday, April 29, at Polk City United 

Methodist Church. There’s a flier in this edition 

of Communiqué with more information. 

   Joyce Norton, a UMW member from Ankeny 

who has a science background, will lead us as we 

begin to connect the dots. We have to see the 

dots before we can begin to erase them. I hope 

you can join us for this study. 

   And remember bring your gently used UMW 

books and materials to share are our book 

exchange table! 

   Climate justice will also be a topic again this 

year at Mission u. If you weren’t able to attend 

and take the study last year, it’s worth the time 

and trip to Marshalltown to attend one of this 

year’s Mission u sessions, July 16-

18 or October 20-22. Mission u brochures and 

registration information are included in this 

edition of Communiqué. 

    A new study this year tells the story of the 

three missionary conferences of The United 

Methodist Church: Alaska UM Conference, Red 

Bird Missionary Conference and the Oklahoma 

Indian Missionary Conference. 

   The spiritual growth study, Living as a 

Covenant Community, examines major 

covenants throughout the Bible and what they 

reveal about God’s character and eternal love for 

us. 

   The Central District is fortunate to have 

Mission u right in our own backyard. We should 

all take advantage and learn through attending. 

 
Nancy Stockdale,  

nstock56@aol.com  (515-991-5978) 
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Vice President 

"United Methodist Women: Faith, Hope, Love in 

Action." 

If your unit officers are seeking help 

implementing and guiding the work of United 

Methodist Women in your church, consider 

purchasing the booklet, 

"Women's Ministries". It is part of the twenty-six 

booklet set, "Guidelines for Leading Your 

Congregation 2017-2020". The set covers all 

church leadership areas of the church and 

prepares leaders for their ministry roles in the 

church. 

The set is available in printed booklets or eBook 

form from Cokesbury. The Women's Ministries 

booklet is sold at the program resource area at 

our District events.  Contents of the booklet 

include: 

*Blessed to Be a Blessing 

*United Methodist Women in Mission 

*What Does It Mean to Be a Member of United 

Methodist Women? 

*United Methodist Women History and Identity 

*Who We Are Within the United Methodist 

Church 

*Connection Worldwide 

*Resources 

This guideline provides information about how 

women in United Methodist congregations can 

grow in service through United Methodist 

Women. 

This informational resource would make good 

program material for a unit meeting or a special 

gift for a new member in your unit. 

I hope to see many of our local units represented 

at our April 29th District mission study on  

Climate Justice at Polk City United Methodist 

Church. 

Libby Hiatt hiattdl@aol.com 

 

 

 

Secretary’s Note: 

I sought my soul, But my soul I could not see. 

I sought my God, But my God eluded me. 

I sought my brother, And I found all three.   

--     An old verse. 

As secretary I want to wish you a blessed 

Easter season.  Spring promises are in bloom 

and the tools of summer are being prepared.  

As United Methodist Women, we need to 

look at preparing our tools as well.  Tools of 

compassion, justice and fellowship so that we 

may prepare ourselves to go in mission to 

those around us.  Look at the lady who sits 

next to you in church and extend to her a hand 

of love. Make room for her to participate as a 

new member, an officer, a fellow worker with 

the many other women who become the 

community of United Methodist Women.  

And prayerfully consider becoming a District 

officer.  Believe me, if I can do this, me who 

is totally disorganized, then you can do this. 

Blessings,  

Marilyn Burch 

Central District Secretary 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

2017 Calendar, Page 8 

Information on Mission u, Page 9 

Scholarship App. for Mission u, Page 13 

Mission u Brochure, (Attachment 2) 

Registration Form for Mission u (Attach. 3) 

Mission Studies Rept., Page 10 

Mission Today Rept., Pages 11-12 

Mission Study Day Flier, Page 14 

2018 Pledge to Mission Form, Page 15 

March Financial Rept. (Attachment 3) 
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Treasurer 

All Central District treasurers need to 

complete the April 1, 2017, pledge 

letter/form showing their unit’s 2018 Pledge 

to Mission amount.  This form was included 

in the annual meeting packets which were 

picked up by a unit member at the September 

annual meeting or mailed to unit presidents 

if no one from their unit picked up the packet.  

Please work with your unit‘s Finance 

Committee, Executive Board, and/or unit 

members at a general meeting to determine 

your pledge amount to support the 2018 

mission work of United Methodist Women.  

Please return the form to me before the May 

1,
 
2017, deadline. Even if your unit does not 

set a pledge or have a budget, you need to let 

me know by sending the form in.  Your 

Pledge to Mission amount is needed to help 

set the district mission budget in early May at 

the Central District Executive Board Meeting.  

Your prompt response to this request is 

greatly appreciated. A big thank you goes to 

the nine units who have already sent in their 

form. If you have misplaced your form, I am 

including a copy you can print out in this 

issue of the Communiqué. 

Central District has five available 

scholarships to award to first-time attendees 

of Mission u.  The scholarships are awarded 

on a first-received, first-awarded basis, so 

apply early.  Mission u dates for this year are 

July 16-18 and October 20-22.  Deadline for 

the Summer session is June 16; deadline for 

the Fall session is September 20. The Central 

District Scholarship Application Form is in 

this issue of the Communiqué.  Both sessions 

of Mission u are held in Marshalltown at the 

Iowa Valley Continuing Education Center.  

Treasurers, plan to attend Mission u and 

encourage other members of your unit to 

attend. Please inform first-time attendees 

about the scholarship available to them.  If 

you are applying for a scholarship, mail the 

scholarship application and the Mission u 

registration to me. If you are not applying for 

a scholarship, you should mail your Mission u 

registration form and check to the Mission u 

Registrar, Pat Haning. 

District Treasurers received the following 

important news about The Legacy Fund:  

Beginning January 1, 2017, all donations 

should be given through the National 

Treasurer of United Methodist Women.  

The Third Annual Day of Giving for The 

Legacy Fund was held on March 23, 2017.  

I am including information about this fund 

in this issue.  Please print and file this 

information for future reference for 2018 

and 2019. You can find the information on 

the next page so it is not split between two 

pages. 

Treasurers, thank you so much for all your 

great work on your reports and for all you 

do for missions. 

Tricia Verrone, treasurer                 

verronepa@mchsi.com           515-964-7770 
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The Legacy Fund 

The March 23 Annual Day of Giving to the 

Legacy Fund is part of United Methodist 

Women’s celebration of our 150
th

 

Anniversary culminating in 2019. 

The March 23 Day of Giving honors the day 

in 1869 when a small group of women braved 

a legendary torrential rain to gather at 

Tremont Methodist Episcopal Church in 

Boston, Massachusetts, and organized for 

mission.  

“Our foremothers are standing beside us 

through $1.3 million a year in interest on 

endowments that they established to support 

mission with women, children, and youth 

today. That’s a significant legacy,” said 

Martha S. Knight, treasurer of United 

Methodist Women.  “The Day of Giving is an 

opportunity for women today to give to their 

daughters, granddaughters, and nieces as they 

make mission happen with women, children, 

and youth of their day. Thanks be to God.” 

A Day of Giving gifts go to The Legacy 

Fund, a permanent endowment that will 

support the mission outreach of future 

generations of United Methodist Women as 

they address the needs of women, children, 

and youth of their day.  Members in every 

conference participated in the first Day of 

Giving in 2015, giving more than $100,000 

through online gifts, toll-free calls, 

smartphone texting, and mailed-in checks. 

A Day of Giving is a 24-hour giving festival.  

Members and friends may give: 

 Online at 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/l

egacyfund. 

 By phone at 800-278-7771 – 

8:00am – 6:00pm EST, Monday-

Friday 

 Text Legacy 150 to 41444 

 By check to Office of the 

Treasurer, United Methodist 

Women, 475 Riverside drive, 

New York, NY 10115.   Write 

“The Legacy Fund A Day of 

Giving “   in the memo section. 

United Methodist Women members and 

friends may consider giving $15 or 

$150 or even $1,500 or more in 

recognition of our upcoming 150
th

 

anniversary, or $18.69 or $186.90 or 

even $1,869 or more in recognition of 

the year of United Methodist Women’s 

founding. 

A Day of Giving gifts are 100 % tax 

deductible.  Contributors will receive an 

immediate thank you and a printable tax 

receipt for 100% of their donation. 

Have you made your commitment to 

the Legacy Fund? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund
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Education and Interpretation 

    MISSION U: Plan to attend Mission u in 

July or October this year in Marshalltown to 

learn more about climate justice or the 

missionary conferences of the United 

Methodist Church in the United States. A 

brochure and registration material are 

included with this edition of Communiqué. 

   Both mission studies, plus the spiritual 

growth study, “Living as a Covenant 

Community,” will give you a better 

understanding of our world, and our role in it.  

   Summer Mission u will run Sunday through 

Tuesday, July 16-18. The fall Mission u will 

run Friday through Sunday, Oct. 20-22. Both 

events are at Iowa Valley Continuing 

Education Center at Marshalltown 

Community College. Cost is $125 for either 

study. Our district offers scholarships for 

first-time attendees; information and an 

application form are included in this edition 

of Communiqué. 

   With this educational event located right in 

our own Central District, we should be able to 

fill the meeting rooms with women eager to 

learn and discuss our calling as United 

Methodist Women! 

 

    HAWTHORN HILL: Hawthorn 

Hill's Art & More for Shelter fund-raising 

event will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. 

Thursday, April 20, at West End 

Architectural Salvage in downtown Des 

Moines. 

     Patresa Hartman will provide live music. 

Appetizers and desserts will be provided and 

a cash bar will be available. A silent auction 

will include one-of-a-kind art and packages 

such as an Iowa State package, Iowa Cubs 

package, Downtown Des Moines package and 

many more. 

   Tickets for the event are $20, or two for 

$30. There are several ways to purchase a 

ticket: Call (515) 244-9748 or (515) 283-

1911; click the "Donate Now" button on the 

Hawthorn Hill website (in the "Donation 

Information" section under "Special 

Instructions,” please state that your donation 

is for the purchase of tickets for the Art & 

More for Shelter event); or, you may purchase 

tickets at the event.  

   Hawthorn Hill is a UMW national mission 

institution that includes New Directions 

Shelter, which provides temporary shelter for 

homeless women and children, and The Home 

Connection, which assists with the 

procurement of homes renovated for low-

income families. 

 

   REPORT FORMS: It is important for us 

as United Methodist Women to educate 

ourselves about missions, and to promote 

mission efforts. We track those efforts 

through the use of two mission report forms, 

which are included in this edition of 

Communiqué. The reporting period is July 1, 

2016, through June 30, 2017. If your unit held 

a mission study, or had members attend a 

mission study such as the Spiritual Growth 

Day in Newton or Mission u, report that on 

the forms. The forms are due by June 30 to 

Nancy Stockdale, 300 Walnut St. #133, Des 

Moines, IA 50309. Or, e-mail 

to nstock56@aol.com. Questions? Call Nancy 

at 515-244-0605 or 515-991-5978 (cell). 

mailto:nstock56@aol.com
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

…..you are where you are for such a time 

as this—not to make an impression, but to 

make a difference.     

 Ann Voskamp, The Broken Way, p 91 

Blessings to each of you.  I want to thank 

those of you able to make it to the Spiritual 

Day Apart on March 4, for your spirit and 

willingness to join in the day.  It was a 

wonderful day.  We started out with a 

message from Nancy Walker on women and 

mental illness in the church.  It was followed 

by a panel discussion with De Streeter and her 

daughter Karla on generations in the church.  

There were questions and answers and 

laughter and insight into mothers and 

daughters.  We even had a reading by 

attendees on generations of UMW women in 

mission. The morning ended with a salute to 

St Patrick’s Day.  There were sayings and 

Irish hymns followed by a labyrinth walked to 

St Patrick’s Breastplate.  After dessert we 

learned about the mother of Methodism, 

Susanna Wesley.  Did you know that she was 

the youngest of 25 children, bore 19 

children—ten of whom lived?  She 

homeschooled them all, along with managing 

a household while her husband went away to 

work or because of an argument.  AND, to 

find time to pray, she put her apron over her 

head!  We ended with a talk on women and 

Lent with communion.  If you would like any 

references for any one of these topics for your 

own unit, please let me know. 

 I especially want to thank you for the 

evaluations.  This is my first time and I am 

still learning.  I can tell you that next year, on 

whatever day and wherever we decide, the 

topic will be Covenant Relationships.  It is 

one of the topics of Mission u and the basis 

for a working community. 

God is good to all of us. All of the time.  In 

hard times and good times.  I would ask that 

you pray for a conference officer, Linda 

Stauffer, who is having health issues. And 

pray that we as a community of women can 

show God through our work, our action and 

our lives. 

Marilyn Burch 

Central District Spiritual Growth Officer 

515 314 6638 

Nuhope57@msn.com 

 

 

Membership Nurture and Outreach  

Spring has sprung and I pray that you all are 

having a good year!  I thank the local unit 

officers who have helped to complete the 2016 

UMW Membership Census. I am told that as of 

March 3rd, we had over 7,000 members counted 

for the Iowa annual conference.  The deadline to 

complete the form was March 30
th

, 2017.    

Just a reminder, please take time to contact your 

district friend. You can call them to visit your 

unit, help with installation of officers or just to 

answer any questions. They are here to help and 

encourage your unit.  

My prayers are with you this year and every 

year.  You can contact me on my cell (515)669-

8390 or at my email: 

lia5426miller@gmail.com . 

 Lia Ruth Miller, Coordinator of Membership, 

Nurture and Outreach for the Central District  

 

 

 

tel:%28515%29669-8390
tel:%28515%29669-8390
mailto:lia5426miller@gmail.com
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DISTRICT SOCIAL ACTION      

COORDINATOR 

Greetings to you as we enter the Easter time 

of celebration of the promise of “new birth 

into a living hope” through Jesus Christ!  

 [From 1 Peter 1:3-4] 

I recently attended a Poverty Summit 

sponsored by the Des Moines Civil & Human 

Rights Commission. One workshop leader 

cautioned each of us to remember that “we 

only know what we know.” Anais Nin put it 

another way: “We don’t see things as they 

are, we see them as we are.” In other words, 

our perceptions depend on our experiences. 

It’s a challenge to see things in a different 

way—to “walk a mile in another’s shoes” so 

to speak.  

“Being Blind” (3/26) was a Lenten devotion 

from the Iowa Conference Communications 

Ministry by Dan Corrow, Lay Leader for the 

North Central District. He wrote of his early 

life experience in serving as the “eyes” for a 

blind acquaintance, relating it to Jesus’ 

concern about people’s vision. Dan said, 

“There are so many things that impact our 

vision. . . . We cannot see those who need our 

love and care because our bias, our 

judgments, our fears, or our politics are too 

large for us to see beyond. Sometimes we just 

don’t look where we ought to, in order to see 

the things we need to see. We worry about the 

wrong issues, or expect someone else to take 

action.” 

United Methodist Women are people of faith 

who take action—and we must always look 

toward new experiences and visions that 

expand what we know so that we can truly 

share the joy of our “living hope” with others. 

I have been busy with immigrant, racial 

justice, and gun violence concerns. What are 

you doing in your local community? I would 

love to know how you are living in hope! 

Here are some opportunities to “see” in new 

ways in the coming months: 

1.  Celebrate United Methodist Women at the 

Hawthorn Hill annual fundraiser, Art & More 

for Shelter, on Thursday, April 20
th

, 6 – 9 

p.m., West End Architectural Salvage, 22 SW 

9
th

 Street, $20 or 2 for $30. 

2.  Central District UMW Mission Study: 

Climate Justice (led by former district officer 

Joyce Norton), Saturday, April 29
th

, 8:30 am 

– 2 pm, Polk City UMC. Bring a salad to 

share and RSVP to Nancy Stockdale at 

nstock56@aol.com. Open to non-UMW 

members also, but reservation needed. 

3.  UMW supper and program (by participants 

of the Intergenerational Mission Trip to Costa 

Rica), Sunday, June 11
th

, Wesley UMC, 800 

E. 12
th

 Street, approximately 5 - 7 pm; cost is 

$10 (make checks to Conference UMW); 

reservations to Gladys Alvarez at 

gkna2001@aol.com or complete a form. 

4.  Annual Walk for Peace & Social Justice 

(UMW is a co-sponsor), Monday, June 12
th

, 

12:10 – (approx.)1:15 pm, meet south end of 

Hy-Vee Hall, walk ends at Peace 

Garden/Cowles Commons, Walnut and 3
rd

 

Ave; theme is “Peace: Transforming the 

World through Social Justice.” Van 

available—let me know. 

 

(Social Action con’t on following page 

 

mailto:nstock56@aol.com
mailto:gkna2001@aol.com
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Social Action, con’t) 

5.  Sign up now for Summer Mission u, 

Sunday, July 16 – Tuesday, July 18 (new 

shortened event) & following DOTE sessions,  

Marshalltown Community College, $125 plus 

lodging (arrange separately), includes lunch 

& dinner meals; scholarships for first-timers 

and Diversity Fund attendance help available. 

Two studies include Living in Covenant 

(spiritual growth) and choice of Missionary 

Conferences or Climate Justice. UMC CEU 

credit of 1.5 available. Iowa Conference 

website has registration forms: 

http://www.iaumc.org/missionuformerlysocm. 

Tricia Verrone has Central District 

scholarship information. 

Rita Carter 

Program Resources: 

 
Just a quick note -  Remember to visit the 

Program Resource Room while attending the 

Mission Study Day at Polk City UMC on April 

29
th

.  Books, Study Guides, Cards, etc. will be 

available. 

I look forward to seeing all of you there.  

 Carol Davis 

 

UMW Purpose 
United Methodist Women shall be a community 

of women whose purpose is to know God and to 

experience freedom as whole persons through 

Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive 

fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 

through participation in the global ministries of 

the church. 

 

 

 
 

2017 Calendar 
 
April 29 — District Mission Study on Climate 

Justice, Polk City UMC 

May 13 — District executive committee budget 

meeting, Staves UMC 

June 10-12 — Iowa Annual Conference of 

the United Methodist Church 

June 11 — UMW Gathering at Iowa  

June 30 — Mission Studies report due to Nancy 

Stockdale 

June 30 — Iowa Mission Today Report Form 

due to Nancy Stockdale 

July 16 — District Officer Training at 

Marshalltown 

July 16-18 — Mission u, Iowa Valley 

Conference Center, Marshalltown 

Sept. 16 — District executive committee 

meeting, Des Moines First UMC 

Sept. 23 — Central District Annual Meeting, 

Des Moines First UMC 

Oct. 7 — Iowa Conference UMW 

Annual Meeting, Washington,  

Nov. 11 — District executive committee, 

Aldersgate UMC, Urbandale 

 

 

The Vision 
Turning faith, hope and love into action on 

behalf of women, children and youth around the 

world. 

 

Living the Vision 
We provide opportunities and resources to grow 

spiritually, become more deeply rooted in Christ 

and put faith into action. 

We are organized for growth, with flexible 

structures leading to effective witness and 

action.  

We equip women and girls around the world to 

be leaders in communities, agencies, workplaces, 

governments and churches. 

We work for justice through compassionate 

service and advocacy to change unfair policies 

and systems. 

We provide educational experiences that lead to 

personal change in order to transform the world. 

http://www.iaumc.org/missionuformerlysocm
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Information about Mission u 
  

Deadlines for completing your 

registration are June 16 and 

September 20.  

There will be separate forms in 

Spanish and Korean available later.  

CEUs will be available: 1.5 for 

summer, 1.5 for fall. No Fee. Sign 

up at Mission u.  

 

Refund policy  
The refund policy for Mission u is:  

1. A refund of one hundred % may be given if you 

cancel 3 weeks prior to the beginning of Mission u. 

After the 3 weeks, a partial refund may be made 

at the discretion of the Dean and Registrar.  

2. Requests for a refund must be made in writing 

to the Registrar.  

3. Substitutions are always acceptable.  

4. The Summer Mission u registration may be 

transferred to the Fall Mission u, but not from 

Fall to the next Summer.  

 

Need a roommate?  
If you don’t have a roommate and would like one, 

contact Pat Haning at 641-891-9790 or 

pahaning@windstream.net. She can give you names 

and contact information for others who may need 

a roommate.  

 

Are you a first timer?  
Please remember to mark if you are a first-timer 

to Mission u. This means you have not attended 

Mission u or School of Christian Mission. You will 

have a special symbol on your nametag so that we 

can be on the look-out for those who might have 

questions and so that we can welcome you.  

 

Dependent care  
No child care is provided on site during the 

summer. If you can arrange child care at home so 

that you will be able to attend, you can turn in a 

voucher for no more than $3 per hour up to a total 

of $30 per day. Please provide receipts.  

Assistance in providing care for dependent adults 

is available at the same rate for both summer and 

fall.  

Please indicate the number of vouchers needed on 

registration form.  

Child care is available during the Fall session of 

Mission u if you sign up for it ahead of time. There 

is a place on the front of this sheet to indicate 

your need. The child care cost is $20/per child or 

a maximum of $50/per family for the entire 

event.  

For the Fall session children ages 6-10 should 

register for the Children’s Study. Children and 

youth must have a parent or adult chaperone on 

site, attending one of the studies.  

 

What is the Diversity Fund?  
In 2012 the Diversity Fund was started by the 

Iowa Conference United Methodist Women to 

enable us to reach out to under-represented 

ethnic groups and younger women to promote and 

nurture their participation in United Methodist 

Women’s organization and events. This fund is 

meant to help defray the cost of registration fees 

and expenses, enabling them to participate at 

either Summer or Fall Mission u.  

You may contribute to this fund by marking the 

box on the front of this form and including your 

donation in the amount of your check.  
Bobby Jo Paige, 2017 Dean of Mission u 
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REPORT FORM FOR APPROVED MISSION STUDIES 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 2016-17 

 

Send report no later than June 30, 2017 

Your UMW name__________________________________________________________________ 

Your name ________________________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________City_______________________Zip ____________ 

Phone _________________________Email ______________________________________ 

 

With the study that you completed or that some of your members attended please put the place 

where you took the study. Write “C” for conference, “D” for district, “L for local. Please write “F” 

for full study of four hours or more or write “M” for mini-study of less than four hours. 

(Example: L/M Climate Justice — this was at the local level and it was a mini-study) 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Check Goals for Excellence that were met 

_____Use of approved text 

_____Capable and responsible leader 

_____If more than one session was held, did 50% attend all sessions 

_____Preparations between sessions expected by participants 

_____Participation by class members 

 

Share anything unique about your study 

 

Check the resources used: 

_____Guest speaker _____Audio visuals 

_____Native food _____Music 

_____Drama _____Others 

What action was inspired by the study? (Mission outreach, vision expanding, etc.) 
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IOWA MISSION TODAY REPORT FORM 

Large and Small Units 

July 1, 2016-June 30, 2017 
 

Name of Unit________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Number of Circles_______Number of Members___________________District___________________ 

 

Name and Address of person completing Report  Form_______________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EVERY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S UNIT IS ENCOURAGED TO BE A MISSION TODAY UNIT 
 
RECOGNITION OF UNITS WITH 16 OR MORE MEMBERS 

 PLATINUM CERTIFICATE---Complete 16 items-----Recognized at Conference Annual Day 

 GOLD CERTIFICATE----Complete 12-15 items-----Recognized at District Annual Day 

 SILVER CERTIFICATE----Complete 8-11 items-----Recognized at District Annual Day 

 SPECIAL RECOGNITION---Complete 7 or less items-----Recognition sent by District to local unit 

  
RECOGNITION OF UNITS WITH 15 OR FEWER MEMBERS 

 PLATINUM CERTIFICATE---Complete 12 or more items----Recognized at Conference Annual Day 

 GOLD CERTIFICATE---Complete 9-11 items----Recognized at District Annual Day 

 SILVER CERTIFICATE---Complete 7-8 items----Recognized as District Annual Day 

 SPECIAL RECOGNITION---Complete 6 or fewer items----Recognition sent by District to local unit. 
 

2016-2017 YEAR STARTED JULY 1, 2016. Reports are to be sent to Nancy Stockdale by June 30, 2017. This 
allows local groups to be recognized for their achievements in the current year. They are encouraged to 
complete a minimum of 10 of the following criteria, including five of those marked with an asterisk. Return 
to: Nancy Stockdale, 300 Walnut St. No. 133, Des Moines, IA 50309. 
 

CRITERIA FOR IOWA UNITS 
[ ] 1.* Used the PRAYER CALENDAR at each general unit meeting 
[ ] 2.* Met its PLEDGE to mission 
[ ] 3.* Added at least 2 MEMBERS to its roll 
[ ] 4.* Had at least one member subscribe to RESPONSE magazine 
[ ] 5.* Use at least 2 programs from the UMW Program Book during the year 
[ ] 6.* Participated in a district MISSION STUDY or conducted a local study . 
[ ] 7.* Implemented the CHARTER FOR RACIAL JUSTICE policies in at least 2 ways or 
attended 

one RACIAL JUSTICE event during the past year. Other suggestions that would be 
approved  for the implementation of the Charter for Racial Justice would be any of the 
following: 
Plan a joint unit meeting with those of a different racial/ethnic background, using a 
program from the UMW Program Book and/or ethnic speaker 
Develop a bi-racial/cultural or multi-racial/cultural Group 
Become an enabling group to help the local church, through the Church Council and/or 
work areas, to become involved in the implementation of the Charter by: 
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IOWA MISSION TODAY REPORT FORM, pg. 2) 

 

 Encouraging Vacation Bible School 

 Encouraging pulpit exchanges 

 Sharing joint worship services on special occasions 

 Encouraging the church to sponsor a refugee/new immigrant family 
 

[ ] 8. Had 1 member, other than District or Conference officers, attend Mission u 
[ ] 9. Had at least 2 members, other than Conference or District officers, attend the District or 
Conference Annual Meeting. 
[ ] 10. Had 1 member join the UMW ACTION NETWORK. 
 
[ ] 11. To respond to legislative information throughout the year by contacting legislators and to 
advocate issues sanctioned by the United Methodist Church 
 
[ ] 12. Participated in support of children in at least 2 ways. 
Suggestions that would be approved for participation would be any of the following: 
Helped sponsor a church or community program related to children and youth 
Sponsored Children’s Sabbath, promoted by the Children’s Defense Fund 
Involvement with children in mentoring, tutoring, and/or big sister program 
Visited your local school 
Attended a school board meeting. Learn how schools are funded 
 
[ ] 13. Contributed to Shesler Hall, Bidwell Riverside, and Hawthorn Hill. 
INGATHERING participation with quilts and/or kits. 
[ ] 14. Corresponded with at least five missionaries listed in the Prayer Calendar at least twice a 
year. 
[ ] 15. Was a Five-Star Group, contributed to all five channels of mission giving. 
[ ] 16. Had at least 2 members complete one of the plans in the UMW READING PROGRAM. 
[ ] 17. Will correspond with their shepherdess (District Friend) at least twice a year. 
[ ] 18. Participated in “BEING GREEN” by doing two (2) of the following: 

❖ Avoided using paper, plastic, and/or Styrofoam. 

❖ Encouraging the use of fair-trade products 

❖ Turning off lights, when not in use. 

❖ Using non-toxic dish detergent and cleaning products 

❖ Recycled glass, tin, plastic, newsprint, and cardboard 

❖ Two (2) members took 10 minutes a day to enjoy and cherish nature. 

❖ Two (2) members used devotional materials that will enhance love of nature 

 
[ ] 19. There was a Response Moment at each meeting 
[ ] 20. Will continue to study current issues such as Human Trafficking and Immigration 
 
Complete this check list and mail it by June 30, 2017 to: 
Nancy Stockdale 
300 Walnut St. # 133, Des Moines IA 50309             nstock56@aol.com 

mailto:nstock56@aol.com
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2017 CENTRAL DISTRICT MISSION u SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

IOWA VALLEY CONTINUING EDUCATION, MARSHALLTOWN 

            Fall Mission u                                                                         Summer Mission u          

July 16 – 18, 2017                                                           October 20 – 22, 2017 

Central District offers a total of five (5) $125.00 tuition scholarships for first-time attendees to 

Mission u.   This does not include the cost of books, transportation or motel.  Please encourage your 

unit members to attend and let those who have never attended know about the scholarships.  The 

scholarships are given on a first received – first awarded basis.   

Deadline for applications to Summer Mission u is June 16, 2017. 

Deadline for application to Fall Mission u is September 20, 2017. 

You will be notified immediately if you are a recipient. 

Applicants should complete the form below and mail with a completed registration form to:  Tricia 

Verrone, 938 NW Irvinedale Dr, Ankeny IA 50023-8720 

 

NAME OF APPLICANT (Please Print)   

 

ADDRESS                      PHONE   

 

CITY            ZIP  

In sending this application, I agree that if I am not able to attend, I will be responsible to reimburse 
the Central District of United Methodist Women the cost of the tuition that is not refundable by the 
Conference UMW.  I understand that this will probably be one-half of the tuition, but it can be the 
whole  amount. 

 

The Unit of United Methodist Women I attend is ________________________________. 

 

Signature __________________________________ 
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Central District 
UMW Mission Study: 

Climate Justice 

       

April 29, 2017 
Polk City 

* How the Living World Works 101 
* Working to Restore Creation’s Balance 
* The Impact of Materialism on Our Planet 
* Developing Voices to Speak for the Earth 
 
8:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. 
1421 W. Broadway St., Polk City, IA 50226 
 
Bring a salad to share for lunch 

RSVP to Nancy Stockdale at nstock56@aol.com 

mailto:nstock56@aol.com
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April 1, 2017 

Dear Treasurer,          

The Central District Committee on Finance will be meeting in May to plan our budget to the Iowa 
Conference for 2018.  Although your Unit may not set a budget, please let me know by sending in this 
form.   

In order to determine what our District Pledge to Missions will be, we need your help.  Please hold 
your Finance Committee meeting or General Meeting to look at ways you can work with all other 
United Methodist Women to support its mission programs through your Pledge to Mission.   

To send in your Pledge to Mission complete the form below and mail it to me by May 1, 2017.  The 
Pledge to Mission amount you place on the form should be the amount of money you believe your 
unit will budget for and report on the Treasurer Remittance form for 2018: under Mission Giving, line 
1. Pledge to Mission. Do not include the amount of money for the other four areas of Mission Giving: 
2. Special Mission Recognition, 3. Gift to Mission, 4. Gift in Memory, and 5. World Thank Offering.  
Although these four areas of Mission Giving count toward the Mission Giving, they are usually for 
variable amounts. 

Please encourage unit members to consider attending Summer Mission u July 16-19, 2017, or Fall 
Mission u October 20-22, 2017.  First time attendees can apply for a Central District Mission u  
($125.00) scholarship.  

 Thank you for your participation in the Global Ministries of the Church; you are an important part in 
guiding your Unit in supporting missions. 

  Patricia Verrone, Central District Treasurer 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Local Unit Pledge to Mission for 2018 

Name of Unit                      

Our Pledge to Mission for 2018 will be $      Number of Members _______ 

 

                                 

                                 

 

Comments:  

Treasurer’s Signature                                                    

This is an increase over our 2017 Pledge 

We cannot increase at this time, but hope to send more as the year progresses. 
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