
Sample Prayers for Iowa Conference Day of Prayer
for the 2016 General Conference

PRAY SPECIFICALLY FOR OUR DELEGATION
 Lilian Gallo Seagren,  Katie Dawson,  Brian Milford,  Barrie Tritle, Diane Wasson Eberhart,  
Thomas Shinkle, Phil Carver (chair), Norma Morrison, Becky Heeren, John Rothlisberger,  

Darcy Rubenking, Craig Scott

PSALM 127:1 ~ FOR GOD TO BUILD THE CHURCH 
Most High God, Builder of the Church of Jesus Christ, we place our 2016 General Conference in 
your capable hands, humbly acknowledging that unless you do the building, our human efforts are in 
vain. By your Holy Spirit, position yourself within every communication, deliberation, and decision 
of this holy conferencing, that you remain the sole builder of your United Methodist Church, 
working by your grace through each member. We pray in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

EZEKIEL 34:23 ~ FOR GOD’S GUIDANCE 
Great Shepherd of this vast flock, hear our prayer. Assemble your sheep safely together for this holy 
conferencing ~ in body, mind, and spirit! We count on you to guide every facet ~ from arrangement 
of the facility to the details of holy worship, from preparations of the plenary speakers to all who 
lead formal discussion, from small group gatherings to the prayer closet of each attendee. Saturate 
every conversation with your holy presence that the focus remains on setting the best path for this 
our United Methodist Church to make strong, loving, and devoted disciples of your Son Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world! We pray in his holy name, Amen. 

EPHESIANS 3:10 ~ FOR GOD’S WISDOM TO PREVAIL 
Holy God, we dedicate this 2016 General Conference to you, asking that your manifold wisdom be 
made known and manifest throughout the Church of Jesus Christ. Enlighten our delegates’ hearts 
and minds to the very foundation of all that you want carried out at this time. And as our knowledge 
and trust in your wisdom grows, we will be careful to give all glory and honor to our Savior Jesus 
Christ, in whose name we pray, Amen. 

ROMANS 15:13 ~ FOR TRAVELING MERCIES AND FOR GOD’S HOPE TO ABOUND 
God our Deliverer and Protector, grant safety and trouble-free travel for all who are attending 
General Conference, that from door to door each servant and delegate will experience and thus 
emanate joy, peace, hope, and trust in your great power through your Holy Spirit ~ that even in 
travel, the witness of your goodness and hope for the world will be opened out to everyone along 
the many paths to Portland. In Christ we offer this prayer, Amen. 

1 CORINTHIANS 13 ~ THAT LOVE WILL PREVAIL 
God of love, we pray that your Holy Spirit will so penetrate our General Conference that every 
servant and every attendee will marvel at the peace of your presence. And thus may each one 
demonstrate the magnitude of Christ’s patience, kindness and humility. Abate any tendency toward 
insisting upon one’s own way, toward jealousy, manipulation, provocation, or grudge. By your Holy 
Spirit grant to the whole heart of this Conference the love that bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, and endures all things. We ask you in Christ’s name to mobilize everything about 
this General Conference that comes from your heart and paralyze all that does not. With deep 
gratitude for the example of your Son Jesus and in his name, we pray. Amen. 

PROVERBS 3:5 ~ FOR THE STAMINA OF SERVANTS, DELEGATES AND ATTENDEES 
God of purpose, thank you for all who are offering their time in service to you and to your holy 
Church. We lift up every attendee at this year’s General Conference ~ for all the physical, mental, 
emotional, and spiritual stamina this demanding time requires. Let the Mind of Christ so prevail 
that all who are in Portland marvel at the faith and fortitude you supply. As our joy in you gives 
us strength, make your holy joy evident throughout! We pray in the name of Christ the Lord our 
Strength, Amen.

Some 864 United Methodist lay and clergy delegates from around the world will gather in 
Portland Oregon in May for the 2016 General Conference of The United Methodist Church.  
Several thousand others will converge on the site of the gathering, which is held every four 
years. Many proposals will be offered, many decisions made, many inspirational moments will 
be streamed across the world and we will be reminded once again that our mission is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. The theme is “Therefore Go!” 

The Council of Bishops has proposed that we circle the General Conference and indeed the 
whole church with a mantle of prayer. We are being invited as the Iowa Annual Conference 
to join with millions of fellow United Methodists in 131 days of prayer.  Together we will be 
listening for God’s work for the current day and future of The United Methodist Church. 

The Iowa Conference has been invited to engage in a Day of Prayer on Friday, February 19.  
These twenty-four hours will give us an opportunity, all across the state, in every emerging and 
existing United Methodist congregation and in every United Methodist home, to offer common 
witness and to pray for God’s awesome power to be felt during the May 10-20 assembly. 

Let me invite you to commit a time to pray.  You might sign up for an hour as an individual… 
or you may feel called to hold a special prayer time as a group—a Sunday School class,  
a youth group, or even as a congregation.  You can sign up to participate in the  
Day of Prayer and see who else will be praying with you at that time, by visiting  
www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4bafac28a6fb6-dayofprayer. It will be powerful and  
amazing to see the strength of the Iowa Conference through the numbers of people  
filling in the time sections. 

Resources for the Iowa Conference prayer vigil, including information about General 
Conference, suggested prayers, a bulletin insert, and a list of the names of the Iowa  
Conference delegates, can be found www.iaumc.org/dayofprayerforthegeneralconference.  
Your Communications Ministry Team and others have already been in prayer and working  
hard to create the opportunity for all of us to join together as one to lift our voices to God.  
You can share the story of your participation in the Day of Prayer, in words and/or photos  
on the website as well.

We especially invite you to pray for six lay and six clergy of the Iowa Conference delegation,  
and indeed for all, who will commit to express the universal love of Jesus Christ through the 
work of the General Conference.  Lives will be impacted by decisions made in May. 

Through our day of prayer for the General Conference, on February 19, may we all  
recommitted our lives to serving Jesus Christ and all of God’s people! 

Be Encouraged! 
Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble


