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March 26, 2018 
 
 

To: Simpson SLM Class of 2019      
 

From: Barb Mann, Registrar 
 

RE: May 5-6, 2018 Session 
 

Topic: Church History & Prayer Instruction 

 

Faculty: Pastor Jon Gaul, New Hope UMC, Des Moines  
 Dr. Bruce D. Forbes, Professor of Religious Studies, Morningside College 
 

Assignment:          
Prior to class, please acquire, read and be prepared to discuss:  The Christians: An Illustrated History 
by Tim Dowley, Lion Press, 2008, ISBN #978-0-8254-6256-6. This beautifully illustrated book is so 
attractive that you might want to put it on your coffee table, but it also summarizes the whole history of 
Christianity in 170 pages.  That’s not easy!  We tried to find a book for you that is both brief and 
interesting and we hope you will like it.  This book is not available at Cokesbury. 
  
In addition, you might want to know that Dr. Forbes, one of your two instructors, published a book for 
general readers called Christmas: A Candid History, by the University of California Press, ISBN #978-
0-520-25104-5, hardcover; ISBN #978-0-520-25802-0, paperback. 
  
Dr. Forbes has also published another book, America’s Favorite Holidays: Candid Histories (also 
University of California Press), ISBN #9780520284722, paperback (possibly less from Amazon).  

These two books are NOT a requirement for the class but you might find them interesting and we 
will talk about the topic of holidays during our weekend. 
 

NOTE:  The paperback version of America’s Favorite Holidays is cheaper from Cokesbury than from 
Amazon.  But Cokesbury only has an ebook version of Christmas: A Candid History.  Check out 
Amazon for paperback. 
  
If ordering books from Cokesbury, go to www.Cokesbury.com or call their toll free number in 
Nashville 1-800-672-1789. Be sure to check out any special shipping options that are mentioned 
when ordering any books from Cokesbury.  To cut down on the cost of these books, be sure to check 
with your pastor, SLM graduates, Barnes & Noble or other bookstores, seminary libraries, public 
libraries, Amazon.com, etc.   
 

Bring:  Please bring to class your favorite translation of the Bible and a journal or notebook for writing 
during reflective times.   

 

 

Worship Leaders: Saturday Evening:  Cari Wooten Fuller 
 Sunday Morning:  Kasey Dredge 
 
Student-led worship is held at the end of the Saturday session and Sunday morning. Plan to devote 
about 10 minutes to a favorite Bible passage, a Bible story, a personal experience and/or your own 
faith journey.  Feel free to bring items along to help you create the ambience you want: boom box, 
cassettes, CD’s, props.  If you are unable to lead devotions on your specified evening, please find 
another class member to trade with. 
 

 

Cornell SLM:  

 

Lynn Calvert, Dean 
150 Dartmouth Street 
Iowa City   52245 
319-541-8367 
lyksmc@aol.com 

 

 

Morningside SLM: 

 

Dean Gabhart 
690 14th Avenue NE 
Sioux Center IA  51250 
712-722-2859 
gabhart5@mtcnet.net 

 

 

Simpson SLM: 

 
John Rothlisberger, Dean 
5203 Sweet Basil Lane 
Cedar Falls IA 50613  
319-310-1356  
jandjr@cfu.net 
 
          ********** 

 

 

SLM Registrar All 

Locations 

 

Barb Mann 

Iowa Conference Center 
2301 Rittenhouse St 
Des Moines, IA 50321 
Off: (515) 974-8905 
Fax: (515) 974-8955 
barb.mann@iaumc.org 
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mailto:barb.mann@iaumc.org


 

 

 

Location:  McNeill Hall, 701 North C Street, Simpson College, Indianola Iowa.  You can check www.mapquest.com 
and www.simpson.edu for the location of the specific addresses if you are not acquainted with the campus. 

 

Details: Registration at McNeill Hall begins at 8 am Saturday morning with devotions following at 9 am; class begins 
at 9:15. Sunday begins at 8:30 am with devotions; class starts at 8:45.  Sunday's session will close with communion 
at 11:30 and you’ll be headed home by noon.  Meals are served in the Pfeiffer Dining Hall/Great Hall.  Please refer to 
the General Time Schedule for Simpson on the SLM Website under Simpson College Downloads for complete 
details. 

 

Money Matters:  Tuition is $140 per class and covers the cost of speakers, facilities, handouts and Saturday meals.  
You are responsible for costs associated with travel, lodging, books and breakfasts. Make checks payable to the 
“Iowa Annual Conference" and please pay when you register for classes on Saturday mornings.     

 

Lodging:  Make your reservations now!  Be sure to tell them you are with the School for Lay Ministry. 
 

Apple Tree  (515) 961-0551 or (800) 961-0551   1215 N. Jefferson St.   $61-Single   $70-Double   $69-King 
 

Super 8 (515) 961-0058 1701 N. Jefferson St. Indoor Pool.  Please check rates.  
 

Wesley Woods (515) 961-4523 or 1-866-684-7753 (15 minutes from Simpson)  $12 for rustic cabins; $28 for all 
lodges; sharing with other students is recommended.  You will need to bring you own bedding and toiletries.  

IMPORTANT: If you are planning on staying at WW, you must let Matt Dahlin, Retreats Coordinator; know two (2) 
weeks in advance so they can be sure there are enough rooms available.  If you must cancel, please be considerate 

and let Matt know as soon as possible.  A continental breakfast is available prior to 8:00 a.m. if you let Matt know in 
advance.   
 

NOTE:  Wi-Fi access is not guaranteed in sleeping quarters/lodges/cabins. It is available in the main lodge.  If you 
must have access to Wi-Fi while at WW, please discuss this with Matt.  

 
We look forward to seeing at your upcoming session.  Please contact John or Barb with any questions you may have.  
 
 

http://www.mapquest.com/
http://www.simpson.edu/
http://www.iaumc.org/slm

