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From the

BISHOP

We Love You...Period
When you are preparing to move, you sort through papers
and boxes, pausing to discover unexpected blessings and to
answer the penultimate question: “Why am I holding on to
this or that?” There have always been unexpected blessings
to be unveiled when we move.

Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble

The October 6, 2008 Metro Section of the Des Moines
Register featured coverage of the arrival of the new United
Methodist Bishop assigned to Iowa. “’We’re gonna love you’
says the new bishop at his presentation.”

The new bishop was received with a standing ovation when
he was presented. “He told the audience that he and his wife, Racelder, are glad to be in
Iowa. ‘We’re gonna love you and there is nothing you can do about it.’”
Nearly eight years have passed, and the passion for mission and ministry, including
new challenges, has not declined. I am older, with more gray hair, and I am extremely
grateful for the support we have received over the years. I have so many memories
of engaging United Methodists all over the state…from baptizing babies to resting
overnight at a bed and breakfast in the Southeast District, A Day Apart with the Laity
to preaching at School for Ministry, retirement celebrations to the Youth Strike; and
from camp visits to collaborating around adaptive challenges facing the Church.
In an article written in 2013 and published in the book I wrote
for “Imagine No Malaria,” these words appear: “Lord, help us to be
generous with our smiles and learn to walk together.”
As you prepare to welcome your new bishop at a critical time in the
life of the church, be ready to walk together. Bishop Laurie Haller
is coming to serve you as your new bishop. She and her husband,
Rev. Gary Haller, will be blessed as they come to know and love
Iowa. Please shower your new bishop with prayers, hospitality and
generosity born out of love. The people of Iowa will be blessed by
her leadership; of this I am sure. Your new bishop loves God and all
God’s people.
I am saving the 2008 Des Moines register article to remind us that
we begin and end with love. We are really not ending, but beginning
anew in Indiana.
Be encouraged and thank you.

Bishop Julius C. Trimble
First Lady Racelder Grandberry-Trimble
THE

“By contrast, the fruit
of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control. There
is no law against such
things.”
— Galatians 5:22-23 (NRSV)
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Bishop Julius Trimble

Reflects on His Ministry in Iowa

I

“

know it’s a cliché that time flies, but the eight
years has gone seemingly rather quickly. A lot has
happened in that time,” says Bishop Julius Trimble.

“The massive flooding in the state of Iowa that devastated
some of our communities, but also so many good things
have happened over these past eight years. And there
have been challenges, of course, in the United Methodist

Elected to Lead
Time has flown by since the day in July of 2008 in Grand
Rapids, Michigan, when Julius Trimble found out that he
was going to be bishop. “I was pretty physically exhausted,
having not had much sleep, and then emotionally and
spiritually, just the weight – the joy, the surprise – of
coming to that moment,” he recalls of his election.

Church that have also impacted Iowa.”
“I thought I could offer encouragement to whatever
After serving two terms

conference I served and to the larger church.

as bishop in Iowa, Bishop

Encouragement for deeper Christian community and

Trimble is now moving on

Christian discipleship, for greater hospitality, and for

to Indiana. It’s a big change,

proclaiming without apology the Good News of the

but one that he is at peace

Gospel to the poor and to everyone we could reach. I

with. “It’s well with my soul.

thought that was something I could do if I were elected.

It’s not all well in my house,”

And I’ve attempted to do that, with a lot of help, over

he laughs, “because we

these eight years.”

have things that we have
to organize to get ready for
the movers to come.” While
surrounded by boxes and
busily tying up loose ends like
last-minute dental appointments, the bishop says there
have also been many goodbyes. “I’ve been writing a lot of
notes, and on the phone saying thank you to a lot people.”

The Bishop’s Influences
Bishop Trimble’s path as a leader and prophetic voice has
been shaped over the years by many people in his life. “My
mother, who’s 93 years old, and has visited Iowa I think
every year that we’ve been here. And my wife, who has
been with me for 40 years – we’ve been married 37 years
– she encouraged me to go to seminary. My pastor, who’s
still alive, retired, the Reverend Dr. John Porter, who had
worked with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in Chicago. And, in
fact, as a 13-year old, I heard Dr. King preach at our local
congregation, Christ Methodist Church,” he reports.
The importance of social justice was impressed upon
Bishop Trimble at an early age through his older brother,
as well. “He was very much involved in civil rights and civil
disobedience as a student in Northwestern University in
the 1960s, so I kind of looked up to him because he was
a strong scholar who believed in going to school, but also
that you could protest against injustices. And I embraced
early on the understanding of the social gospel, and an
understanding from James Cone and others that God was
a God of the oppressed and a God who took the side of
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the poor, and those who are

Click here to watch
Bishop Trimble reflect about
his years as Iowa’s resident
bishop.

often overlooked.”
Throughout high school,
college, and on to seminary,
Bishop Trimble was
constantly inspired by
“the voices who often

front*piece—Continued from Page 2

articulated that the gospel

Rev. Dr. Heecheon Jeon and Naomi

was not just about personal

Sea Young Wittstruck transition

salvation, but also about

into the Central District office, as

the beloved community.”

Superintendent and Field Outreach
Minister. And even the District

The laity have inspired him as well. “I think about, as a good dear friend of

office, with its extraordinary District

mine says, ‘the Joe and Jane in the pew’. I can think of lots of persons like

Administrative Assistant, Wendy

that. In my first full-time appointment, Mother Agatha Simmons, who was

Lubkeman, takes up residence in the

from Jamaica, was just a great prayer supporter. Bill Russell, lay person,

Conference Center.

who said ‘Preachers need to find something to relax,’ and he would take
me fishing. Mr. Ken Hawkins, my youth leader, who’s still alive and still
attends the same church that I
grew up in. He still calls every now
and then. When we have a storm
in Iowa, Mr. Hawkins – I still have
to call him Mr. Hawkins, because
he was my youth director – if
there’s stormy weather he’ll call

The Iowa Conference welcomes
Maggie Biggs as its new Treasurer/
Director of Administrative Services.
She served in those roles on an
interim basis in June and July prior
to being named to that leadership on
a permanent basis by the Council on
Finance and Administration.

and say ‘I’m calling to check on the

Bryan Johnson, who has been

Trimbles

Okoboji’s site director, will transition

in Iowa!’”

to being the Leadership Development
Minister for Camping and Christian

A Legacy of Prayer
“Early on, when I came to Iowa, I got notes from several churches that
they were praying for me,” he relates. “When I came, I said I wanted to be
a bishop that prayed for the people and prayed with the people. Little did
I know that there were people already preparing for my coming, including
the conference lay leaders and others who were praying for a bishop they
had not met.”

Formation once the summer camp
season concludes.
Change requires flexibility.  Transitions
ask nimbleness of us and a willingness
to see things differently. “Be of good
cheer,” Jesus invites. And live boldly
into the future believing that “the best
is yet to come!”

In considering his legacy as he leaves Iowa, Bishop Trimble hopes
this tradition continues. “One of the legacies, if I could leave, one of
the gifts that I think could be given to the incoming bishop would be
to be welcomed by persons who simply say ‘We are praying for you.’
Ministry—Continues on Page 6

Dr. Art McClanahan
Director of Communications
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Ministry—Continued from Page 5

Racelder, my wife, and I, we say we want
to leave praying for people as we came in
praying for persons and being prayed for.”
“I think also the legacy of finding ways in
which we can build deeper partnerships
with the laity of the congregations.
Sometimes that’s done through things like
Imagine No Malaria, a mission emphasis.
And sometimes that’s done through
having the day apart, which was kind of established
here, a day apart with the laity, which would be one
of the legacies that I hope will continue – that the
bishop will carve out a time at least a day apart a
year to be with the laity in the teaching role. One
of the roles of a bishop of a church is the teaching
role.”

“It’s been a joy to be a bishop, and
to be a bishop in the Iowa Annual
Conference.”

Moving Onward
“We would welcome your continued prayers,”
requests the bishop, as he and his family navigate
this new transition. “Your bishop, Julius Trimble,
and first lady Racelder Grandberry-Trimble, are
blessed to know that we are being prayed for,
because that is one way which we have been cared
for. We don’t apologize for both soliciting prayers
and thanking people, the beautiful people of Iowa,
for that. We’ve appreciated the cards and the gifts
that people have shown, and then the support
for the scholarship that’s in my name at Garrett
Seminary.”
These past eight years have been important to both
the Iowa Annual Conference and to Bishop Trimble,
but they are only part of a distinguished career
that began decades ago and will hopefully continue
well into the future. “I’ve been in ministry for well
over now 30+ years, and ministry is something that
brings great joy to my heart,” he says. “It’s been a
joy to be a bishop, and to be a bishop in the Iowa
Annual Conference.”
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Meet Bishop Laurie Haller

I

owa’s new episcopal leader will be Bishop Laurie Haller.
She was elected on ballot 13 at the 2016 North Central
Jurisdictional Conference on Thursday, July 14.

Bishop Laurie Haller has served in the Michigan area since
1982. She was serving as senior pastor of First United
Methodist Church in Birmingham in the Detroit Annual

The installation
service for Bishop
Laurie Haller will
be held on Sunday,
September 25, 2016.
Complete details to
follow.

Conference when she was elected to the Episcopacy on
July 14.

including four years as
chairperson. Prior to her

Prior to her appointment to First UMC, she served six

election as bishop, she had

years as district superintendent of the Grand Rapids

served on the Michigan

District in the West Michigan Conference, where she led

Area Committee on the

a campaign to raise $500,000 plus a $500,000 matching

Episcopacy.

gift to build the 24-bed Ubuntu Retreat Center at Africa
University in Zimbabwe. Her previous appointments

Bishop Haller was elected as a General Conference

were as co-senior pastor of First United Church in Grand

delegate from the West Michigan Conference in

Rapids for thirteen years, pastor of Aldersgate and

2016, 2012, 2008, 2004 and 1996 (alternate), and as

Plainfield UMCs in Grand Rapids, pastor of Hart United

a Jurisdictional Conference delegate in 2016, 2012,

Methodist Church, associate pastor of Ludington United

2008, 2004, 2000 and 1996. She is a trustee at Garrett

Methodist Church, and pastor of Ogdensburg United

Evangelical Theological Seminary, was a director of the

Methodist Church in Traverse City.

General Board of Higher Education and Ministry from
2000-2008, and, until her election served as a member of

Bishop Haller received a Bachelor of Music degree

the North Central Jurisdictional Conference Committee

in organ performance from Wittenberg University

on the Episcopacy.

in Springfield, Ohio, where she spent her junior year
studying sacred music at the Berliner Kirchenmusikschule

Bishop Haller has been a Bible Study teacher at the

in West Berlin, Germany. She also received a Master

Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference (2015),

of Music degree in organ performance from the Yale

a preacher at Lakeside Chautauqua in Ohio (2015),

University Institute of Sacred Music, and a Master of

preacher at Epworth Heights in Ludington, Michigan

Divinity degree from Yale Divinity School.

(2009, 2004, 1997), and a preacher and lecturer at Bay
View Assembly in Petoskey, Michigan (2010, 2002). She

During her years at Yale, Bishop Haller was the director

was chosen to participate in the Academy of Preaching

of music at Stratford United Methodist Church in

and was the recipient of a Clergy Renewal Grant from the

Stratford, Connecticut. She was ordained in the General

Lilly Endowment in 2000.

Conference Mennonite Church in 1982 and transferred
her ordination credentials to the West Michigan

Bishop Haller is a prolific writer whose essays and articles

Conference of The United Methodist Church in 1987.

have appeared in the Michigan Christian Advocate,
Worship Arts, United Methodist Reporter, Ministry

Bishop Haller served eight years on the Board of

Matters, UM Insight, the United Methodist News Service

Ordained Ministry in the West Michigan Conference,

Daily Digest, MIConnect, and Faith in Action.
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Four New Bishops Consecrated
For the North Central Jurisdiction
By Arthur McClanahan and
Christa Meland

Bishop Sally Dyck presented a Bible to each of

I

the new bishops.  “Reflect on the contents of this

Methodists from across the

broken, restore the outcast, seek the lost, and relieve

North Central Jurisdiction, the

the oppressed. Faithfully administer discipline but do

four newly elected episcopal

not forget mercy.”

n a meaningful worship

book,” she said. “Be to the people a prophetic voice

service and before

and a courageous leader. Be to the flock of Christ a

hundreds of United

shepherd; support the weak, heal the sick, bind up the

leaders were consecrated on
Saturday morning, July 16,
2016 and officially assumed
the title of “Bishop.”
The nearly 800 people who
gathered at Peoria’s First
United Methodist Church
were invited to give their assent to the consecration.
“Do you trust that they are worthy,” the congregation
was asked, “by God’s grace, to be consecrated
bishops?”  The affirmation was resounding!

Prayer for the New Bishops
In prayer, Bishop John Hopkins asked, “Almighty
God…look in mercy upon these your servants, now set
apart for the ministry of a bishop, so replenish them…
and fill them with the power of your Holy Spirit…that
they may serve you faithfully and joyously.”

Consecration Sermon Calls for Grace-filled
Leadership
Bishop Michael J. Coyner delivered a powerful
message to the new bishops. He told them that they
might feel like St. Ambrose, a non-Christian who was
minding his own business as the governor of Milan,
trying to make peace among the Christians who were
deeply divided after their bishop had died. Hearing
him speak about peace to both groups, a little child in
the crowd began shouting, “Ambrose, bishop” and the
cheer was taken up by everyone. The people wanted
him to be their new bishop. Ambrose went into hiding
to avoid it, but eventually he was found, forcibly
baptized in the river, and made their bishop because
they saw in him leadership qualities that they needed
for the church.
“There may be days when you feel that way,” Coyner
said to the new bishops. “If you have any days like

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer led a prayer of consecration

that, you might want to remember what Ambrose said

before hands were laid on the four new bishops. On

after it all happened: ‘I am willing to be a bishop for

behalf of the four – Bishop Laurie Haller, Bishop

you but it is more important that I be a Christian with

David Bard, Bishop Frank Beard, and Bishop Tracy

you.’”

Smith Malone, Bishop Palmer asked, “Almighty God,

8

fill the hearts of these your servants whom you have

Coyner read a portion of an entry he wrote in his

chosen to be bishops with such love of you and of

prayer journal 20 years ago when he was elected

all the people that they may feed and tend the flock

bishop—on July 18, 1996. The entry concluded with,

of Christ, serve in the ministry of reconciliation,

“Lord, You have brought me to this. Your hand has

supervise and support the life and work of the

guided me. Please, I pray, lead me into the future with

Church.”

knowledge of Your grace.”
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“I’m here to
testify: God has
answered that
prayer, and God
will answer that
prayer for you
and for all of us,”
Coyner told the

Click here to see images of
bishop, and rather, help them the consecration service
to be faithful, courageous,
during the North Central
humble, and true to You.
Jurisdictional Conference.
O Lord, in the midst of this
congregation, I ask You: Bless
these new bishops and keep
them in Your care. Amen.”
the temptations of being a

new bishops.

leading us to accomplish our mission.

Bishops’ Assignments
Following the Sacrament of Holy Communion, Maggie
Jackson, chairperson of the jurisdictional episcopacy
committee, read the episcopal area assignments: Iowa –
Bishop Laurie Haller; Dakotas-Minnesota – Bishop Bruce
Ough; East Ohio – Bishop Tracy Smith Malone; Illinois
Great Rivers – Bishop Frank Beard; Indiana – Bishop Julius
Trimble; Michigan – Bishop David Bard; Northern Illinois
– Bishop Sally Dyck; West Ohio – Bishop Gregory Palmer;
Wisconsin – Bishop Hee Soo Jung.

Coyner concluded by saying: “Lord, I pray that You’ll

Newly consecrated Bishop Frank Beard offered the

bless these new bishops. Remind them of Your call upon

blessing and benediction to conclude the service, which

their lives. On those days, Lord, when nothing and no

was followed by a reception for all the nine assigned NCJ

one else sustains them, will You, O Lord, please sustain

bishops where they could meet and/or re-greet members of

them? Lord, keep them safe, keep them from falling into

their communities that they will lead for the next four years.

“The God that’s
brought us to that
moment is the same God that will lead us into the future.”
Coyner also addressed the people in the congregation.
Referencing the book A Failure of Nerve by Ed Friedman,
he said that in America today, we treat our leaders with
distrust, fear, and hostility. Instead, let’s support them, he
said. Our leaders deserve our support, so long as they are

THE REPORTER | AUGUST 2016
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Schott Urges Support for

Sentencing Reform Legislation
By Liz Winders

T

he Rev. Lee Schott pastor at Women at the Well spoke about
the need for passing federal criminal sentencing reform
legislation at a news conference on Wednesday, July 20, 2016

with U.S. Sen. Chuck Grassley from Iowa and U.S. Sen. Tim Scott from
South Carolina.
Women at the Well is a United Methodist congregation located
within the walls of the Iowa Correctional Institute for Women, in
Mitchellville, Iowa,

“This work is
really personal
to me because
I spend a lot of
time getting
to know
women whose
potential, whose
families and
whose lives are
unnecessarily
damaged by
the federal
and states
mandatory
sentencing.”

“Criminal sentencing reform is a step forward to healing wounds by closing some disparity
in sentencing guidelines that disproportionately affect African Americans and other
minorities and helping people already in the prison system to become healthy members
of society,” said Sen. Grassley. The Sentencing Reform and Corrections Act is authored by
Grassley and Co-authored by Scott. It responds to Iowan’s concerns about the increase in
federal prison population, costs of incarceration, and that some people who have minor
criminal backgrounds receive lengthy sentences intended for hardcore criminals.
Rev. Schott said that she works with a significant number of women in her church who
have experienced the inequities in the system, and now their lives and communities
bear the burden of the disproportionate impact from the federal minimum mandatory
sentencing laws.
“This work is really personal to me,” said Rev. Schott, “because I spend a lot of time getting
to know women whose potential, whose families and whose lives are unnecessarily
damaged by the federal and states mandatory sentencing.”
In 2015, Rev. Schott was one of 130 faith leaders who signed a letter to Sen. Grassley
asking him to allow legislation to move forward in this area. She expressed gratitude
towards Sen. Grassley and Scott for taking the lead on getting the Sentence Reform Act on
the table.
“I urge you both,” expressed Rev. Schott, “to continue your important work and to exercise
the influence that both of you have to get this bill passed and signed into law.”
“And always remember that behind all of this are human beings with faces, and stories, and
families—precious children of God—inspite of what they have done to get into this place.
And so many of these people long to and are ready to make a fresh start as valued citizens
of this great country.”

10
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The House of David
By Liz Winders

M

anchester United Methodist Church has completed a mission project

Click here to see images from The
House of David

called The House of David for a local community member with special
needs.

Every year, as part of his call to ministry, Rev. Phil Rogers has participated in
mission projects around Iowa and other parts of the world. This year, to share these
wonderful experiences with his church, he searched for a Summer mission project
where families could serve together but was not having much luck finding one.
Rev. Rogers says this mission project was a brought to his attention after several
members of the church noticed a GoFundMe account had been set up by David’s
friends and family because he had been collecting pop cans to assist in paying for
his household repairs.
David has lived in the Manchester community his entire life. He is a kind and
gentle soul who works part-time at the local Pizza Ranch, volunteers at Share
the Harvest every week during the summer; shovels snow during the winter
for the elderly in his neighborhood, and volunteers at Second Helpings, a
community program at the Manchester United Methodist Church. He has
struggled financially to keep up with the repairs needed on his home, so he has
been collecting pop cans for months for extra income.
Manchester United Methodist Church offered to lead the team of volunteers
to restore his home in just five days. Initially, they planned to fix several issues
including replacing siding and roof and adding a small utility room.
Phillipson concrete generously donated the materials and labor needed to pour a
new foundation. Then carpenters, electricians, plumbers, roofers and drywallers
with a heart to served all donated and volunteered. Before they knew it, money
was collected from the church, friends, family, the GoFundMe account and from
David’s collected cans.
“The House of David is now safe, insulated, and beautiful. The work was completed
with many caring hands that shared their gifts and talents with joy and fellowship,”
Rev. Rogers wrote in the Manchester United Methodist newsletter, The Chimes.
“I have heard many comments about how wonderful it is for this church to put the
energy behind this blessing, to see it through. I had one person tell me he thought
these kind of things only happened in the big cities. All of this does make you feel
good, and perhaps even humble pride in what God has accomplished through you.

“Every step of the
way, as new issues
arose that would
challenge the
budget, unexpected
funds were donated
to see the project
through.”

But I think my favorite comment comes from David himself when he proclaimed ‘I
soooooo happy!’”
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Maggie Biggs

A

Named New Conference Treasurer

lthough Maggie Biggs has
been helping the Iowa
Annual Conference with its

finances in various ways for many
years, on August 1 she took on her
most significant role yet as the new
Treasurer for the conference.
“It’s a privilege to serve the
conference in a new way,” says Biggs,
who has an accounting degree and
her CPA license. She describes herself
as both excited and a little scared,
given the number of responsibilities
that the position entails, but having
served as an accountant and
comptroller for the conference, she
is certainly a good match for the

include handling church properties

trying to do the best we can to get

job. “I’ve worked in the non-profit

(whether it’s an abandoned

answers, or to direct them to other

area all of the time that I’ve been an

church or the episcopal residence)

places where they can get resources.”

accountant, so I do bring the non-

and handling the conference’s

profit piece also to the conference,”

investments. “Not only the Iowa

she points out.

Conference investments and cash
flow reserves and such, but also

“I have been here for 20 years, so I’ve

dealing with the Board of Pensions

been around a long time. But I haven’t

and their investments and it relating

necessarily had the opportunity to

to the financial side of the Board of

work with a wide variety of people,

Pensions,” she notes.

which is something I’m looking
forward to,” she says. “I intend to do

In addition to working more with

the very best job that I can do, and

the various boards (Council on

I look forward to meeting lots of

Finance and Administration, Board

new people and getting lots of new

of Trustees, etc.) to deal with the

experiences.”

financial needs and assets of the

Group Effort
No treasurer is an island, and Biggs
is fortunate to have a great team
working with and around her that
includes administrative assistants,
fellow accountants, and information
technology personnel who help
keep things running smoothly. The
treasurer’s office handles a great deal
of money, including cash and checks
coming in and out, so showing the
utmost care of these funds is vital to
maintaining the public’s trust.

church, Biggs’ new job as treasurer

Taking on a New Role
“The treasurer deals with all of the
boards and agencies of the Annual
Conference in dealing with the
budget,” explains Biggs. Other duties
12
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also has her interacting more with

“One thing our department is always

the treasurers of local churches. “Any

dealing with is the process – how we

resource that’s needed, as far as the

handle funds and making sure we

local churches and the questions

have good internal controls when we

that they have, is an area that we are

deal with all of these things, so we

Watch | Listen | See | Download the IAUMC Mobile App

are good stewards of the monies that
come into us from the conference and
the local churches,” says Biggs. “So we
are very cognizant of how we process
things.”

Transitions
While Biggs is settling into her new
role, the conference still needs to fill
her old one.
“There is a gap at the moment. We
will be hiring a comptroller, but of
course this will take some time. Our
previous treasurer finished his duties
in the end of May, so we’ve kind of
been piecing together the work and
dealing with a number of things here
in between until we get someone
hired. And of course it will take them
quite awhile to become familiar with
the conference and the conference
finances, because they are unique.
It’s not the regular business world
where we’re dealing with just
normal finances. This is non-profit
accounting, so it’s kind of unique.”
Given these transitions, and what
has generally been a busy summer at
the conference center, Biggs hopes
that people will be patient if it takes
a little bit longer than usual to reply
to them. “Just understanding that it
takes awhile to become accustomed
to new duties and new areas of
the conference,” she explains. But
more than anything, she says, “Some
prayers sent this way would be
appreciated.”

I’d like to introduce myself in this edition of the Reporter and discuss some
thoughts I’ve had on leadership. My name is Maggie Biggs (my given name is
Margaret) and I have served in accounting positions at the Iowa Conference
for 20 years. I started at the Conference on February 14, 1996 which I
remember was a transition period between treasurers. The Conference had
recently approved and hired a Controller and an IT position and I was under
the supervision of the Controller.
Accounting is a second career for me as I started in the interesting world of
court reporting. After graduation from high school, I attended AIB College
of Business, met my husband, graduated, got married in 1976, and worked
for many years as a Court Reporter. Then I stayed home with our three
children, worked from home most of that time, and then got the itch to go
back to college. In 1992, I received by BS in Accounting from Upper Iowa and
passed the CPA exam in 1993. My years of work before being hired at the
Conference were mainly in non-profit accounting.
On August 1, 2016, I was offered and accepted the position of Treasurer/
Director of Administrative Services. I consider it an honor to serve as your
Treasurer and will only give my best to the Conference, the Boards and
Agencies of the Conference, and all the local churches that the Conference
serves. As I have contemplated this transition from strictly accounting to the
leadership position as Treasurer, I’ve thought about what it is to be a leader
and do I have the qualities to be a good leader. I came across an article by
Lolly Daskal in which she listed the 10 Signs You Really Are a Leader (and Might
Not Know It). Here are the 10 items she listed:
1.	 You have an open mind and seek out other people’s opinions.
2.	 You offer advice and counsel.
3.	 People count on you.
4. You’re a good listener and people confide in you.
5.	 Others follow your example.
6.	 You insist on excellence.
7.	 You have a positive attitude.
8.	 You treat people with respect.
9.	 You genuinely care about others.
10.You are confident and passionate.
I have weighed myself against these traits and see areas where I have
strengths and areas I have weaknesses. One of my goals is to use those
qualities that come naturally to me and perfect those that don’t as I start
on this new path of leadership in the Annual Conference. I look forward to
working and meeting with many of you in the Iowa Conference.

Maggie Biggs
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Celebrating the Trimble’s Ministry

C

lergy and lay from across the Conference gathered

many ways linking your life with many other lives.” And

at the Conference Center on Saturday, August 6,

after reading a poem entitled “Some Days,” which was

2016 to celebrate the ministry of Bishop Julius C.

written by Bishop Trimble, the First Lady concluded,

Trimble and First Lady Racelder Grandberry-Trimble. The

“Friends, this is the day that the Lord has made!”

event, organized by the Episcopacy Committee and the
Conference Lay Leader, created an opportunity for people
to share a word of personal appreciation to the episcopal
family for their eight years in Iowa and as well as offering
a blessing as the Bishop and First Lady head to Indiana to
lead that annual conference.
People made their way to the chapel mid-way through the
afternoon celebration to the strains of “We’re Marching
to Zion, Beautiful, Beautiful Zion.” Brenda Hobson, chair
of the Episcopacy Committee, shared brief biographical
notes about Bishop Trimble, which was followed by words
of thanksgiving for the Bishop’s ministry offered by Jerry
Oakland, Katie Dawson, Christine Anders, and Lilian GalloSeagren.

Your Work Has Renewed Our Faith
In the Liturgy of Service, the gathered community said,
“Bishop Trimble, you have been a faithful servant of Christ’s
holy Church. In your life and ministry we have seen the
work of God. God’s work in your life has renewed our faith
and inspired us to ministries in the name of Christ. We pray
that God will continue to work through Bishop Trimble
by strengthening the work already begun and already
accomplished among us.” The Bishop responded offering
honor to the people of Iowa and praying continued blessing
for ministries and faith of Iowans.

A Blessing to Be in Iowa
Expressing his appreciate for his eight years in Iowa,
his first assignment as a bishop of the church, Bishop
Trimble said, “I want to thank so many people. And as I
look out I want you to know that I see you. I see you!” He
especially recognized Rev. Rich Pleva, the area Conference
Minister for the United Church of Christ. “It’s been a
blessing to be here in Iowa,” Bishop Trimble added. “We’ve
been tremendously enriched during our time here.” He
expressed the hope that incoming Bishop Laurie Haller
would “receive a warm welcome. In fact, I’ve already
guaranteed it in advance!” The most important of the
“blessings we’ve received has been the relationships
that we’ve had.” He invited the gathered community “to
continue to pray for us as we go to Indiana. We’ve loved the
people wherever we’ve served, but we will miss the people
of Iowa.”
Let Us Go and Be a Blessing
The Bishop and First Lady led the community in prayer.
“Lord God, we thank you for our many blessings. Let us go
forth to be a blessing to somebody else. In Jesus name we
give thanks and praise. Amen.”
There was one more opportunity to offer a personal word
of encouragement to the Bishop and First Lady following
the service, and even with that, many lingered in the

First Lady Racelder declared, “I am excited and

atrium of the Conference Center for nearly an hour more

enthusiastic” about Jesus Christ and the ministries of

to reminisce and reflect on the last eight years, led by the

the people of the Iowa Conference. She also said, “I don’t

ministry of Bishop Julius C. Trimble and First Lady Racelder

have words that I can say that would be short!” She cited

Grandberry-Trimble.

poet Robert Frost’s line from the “The Road Not Taken,”
“knowing how way leads on to way,” she said, “this says so
much about our journey.” Referencing Howard Thurman’s
poem, “The Threads in My Mind,” she remembered, “Only
one end of the threads I hold in my hand. The threads go
14
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If you would like to additionally honor the Trimbles, please consider
the Bishop Julius C. Trimble Scholarship fund at Garrett-Evangelical
Theological Seminary where your gifts will help ensure our churches
and communities have truly exceptional Christian leaders. Make a
gift online at www.garrett.edu/giving OR make a credit cards gift by
calling their development office at (847) 866-3927.
Watch | Listen | See | Download the IAUMC Mobile App

We Saw You There!

Images from Bishop Trimble’s Farewell Celebration

Click here to see more
images from the
Farewell Celebration.
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Conference Center Team

Helps At Food
Pantry Network

A

team of nine from the Iowa Conference Center
sorted non-perishable items, checked expiration
dates, and packaged items for the shelves at the

Des Moines Area Religious Council Food Pantry Network
warehouse on Monday, August 8, 2016. The visit to
DMARC’s distribution center was one of a series of
mission events that Conference staff participates in each
year. See more images from the day—click here.
Some 5000 unique households, which translates to some
16,000 individuals receive assistance from the Network
in the Des Moines area each month according to Daniel
Beck, the Network’s assistant director. An innovative
geo-tracking approach helps the Network to bring fresh
produce, perishable, and non-perishable items right to
where the need is the greatest with the least opportunity.
There are twelve pantries across the Des Moines area as
well as from the new mobile pantry, which so far has four
regular stops, with a goal of expanding to 10 by year’s end.
The Conference Center nine helped “with donations
coming through the door,” said Beck. “The donations
come in from organizations, congregations, and
individuals, and schools everywhere throughout the
community.” He added, “What the volunteers work on
mostly is sorting, date-checking, and sometimes counting
the number of items, and then getting everything ready
to go into inventory – the open shelves of the warehouse
where pallets of food are staged, ready to go out to
pantries.” Fresh produce comes in and goes right out,
within a 24-hour turn around.
The presence of the Food Pantry Network “is a great help
for the community,” Beck noted. “The demand is very
high in the Polk Country area and there’s a great response
from the community. What we’re doing is helping out a lot
and the volunteers make a big difference.”

16
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New Leadership Development Minister for

Camping and Christian Formation

B

ryan Johnson, Site Director of Lake Okoboji United
Methodist Camp, has accepted the position of
Leadership Development Minister for Camping and

Christian Formation for the Iowa Annual Conference of the
United Methodist Church. He will begin on September 12,
2016.
Bryan graduated from Northwestern College in Orange City,
Iowa with a degree in business and marketing.   Camping has
long been an important part of his life; he has fifteen years’
experience in camping and outdoor education. 

At Lake Okoboji United Methodist Camp, he has had the opportunity to serve as a volunteer Junior Staff, Summer Staff
and Program Coordinator before becoming the Site Director in 2012. During his time as site director, Lake Okoboji UM
Camp has seen significant growth in camper participation, donor relations and numerous capital improvements to the
site as a whole.
As he looks ahead, Bryan says, “I am honored and excited to begin this position.  As my wife and I prepare to move into
this new role in a new place, we want to thank you for your support, advocacy and encouragement. While camping as
an industry continues to change and adapt to meet the evolving needs of youth and adults, the core of what makes
camping such a special experience remains: I want youth and adults who experience United Methodist camping in Iowa
to feel safe, secure and loved while making new friends and learning about faith through Jesus Christ. I can’t wait to
begin!”
Collegiate United Methodist
Church/Wesley Foundation
in Ames, Iowa invites former
members, campus ministry
alumni, former staff members,

Collegiate United
Methodist Church/
Wesley Foundation
Centennial
Celebration, Sunday,
September 25

and friends of the congregation
to its Centennial Celebration,
Sunday, September 25, 2016.

Full details are available at
www.cwames.org/centennial
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Central District’s

‘Sampling Diversity’

T

he afternoon of Sunday, August 7, 2016 was

introduced Naomi Sea Young Wittstruck, who is the new

devoted to “Sampling Diversity” on the Central

Field Outreach Minister for the Central District.

District of the Iowa Conference. Hundreds

gathered at the Christian Life Center of Ankeny First

The program followed an hour during which people had

UMC to sample food, view art, experience cultural dance,

the opportunity to taste foods of the Hispanic heritage,

sing in multiple languages, talk with each other about

prepared by the Amor y Paz community. Grape juice,

diversity, be introduced to the new Superintendent and

flan, tomatoes, yak bap – a Korean item containing rice,

Field Outreach Minister, and hear the Scripture read in

chestnuts, dates, peanuts, soy sauce, brown sugar, sesame

three languages.

oil, and salt, and other snacks offered another way of
“Sampling Diversity.”

Rev. Paul Burrow welcomed the multi-ethnic, multigenerational group. He presented Rev. Dr. Heecheon

Rev. Kiboko Kiboko, Superintendent of the East Central

Jeon as the new Superintendent for the Central District.

District, presented an interactive meditation during which

Dr. Jeon began his tenure on July 1, 2016, having most

he invited Heecheon and Naomi Sea Young to reflect on

recently served as pastor of the Mt. Vernon UMC.

the diversity they’ve experienced in their own lives, as
well as share with the community what they’d like others

Beverly Nolte was recognized for her long-standing

to know about them.

involvement with the Iowa-Nigeria Partnership. She then

18
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Representatives from Amor Y Paz, Des Moines Korean,
and the Des Moines Southern Sudanese Ministry read
scripture in their own first languages.  Following each of
the readings, ensembles from the three congregations
provided special music and the Des Moines Korean UMC
and Southern Sudanese Ministry had additional drum
accompaniment of the singers.
“I’m so excited about ‘Sampling Diversity’,” Dr. Jeon said.
“It’s a learning opportunity for all of us that will help us to
understand that diversity is a sign of God’s blessing for all
of us.”
Great thanks to the people of Rev. Scott Hibben and the
Ankeny First UMC community for hosting the event at
the Christian Life Center and to District Administrative
Assistant Wendy Lubkeman for her attention to detail and
monitoring the logistics of the day.

Click to listen to Dr. Heecheon Jeon’s Iowa Conference
Conversations podcast with Dr. Art McClanahan
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Ecumenical Advocacy Day
By Rev. Brian Carter, member of the Conference Board of Church and
Society and Team Leader of the Iowa Conference Advocacy Team for the
United Methodist Church.
Washington, D.C. April 18, 2016

A Family Reunion
A Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace
A Witness of Our Common Faith
very year the members of the World Council
of Churches and affiliated Christian justice
organizations come together to advocate for justice
by meeting one on one with the senators and Congressional
representatives of the United States This year we met with
them on April 18, 2016. I was privileged to be among those
advocating on behalf of The United Methodist Church
and our brothers and sisters in Christ. I had the honor to
meet face to face with Senator Charles Grassley and with
Representative David Young. I also met with the staff of
Senator Joni Ernst and Representative Steve King.

E

Before I met with these honorable senators and
representatives, I was joined by over 700 Christians of
various denominations in three days of prayer, worship, and
education so that we could converse knowledgeably and
effectively about justice issues which are now before the
Senate and House.
We were welcomed by Rev. Dr. Olav Tveit, General
Secretary of the World Council of Churches, reminding
us that this was a Family Reunion (Christians uniting in
purpose and prayer); that we were part of an ongoing
Pilgrimage Of Justice And Peace (we look and strive for
God’s vision of Justice and Peace for all God’s children); and
a Witness Of Faith (we are gathered together not just to
listen and learn, but to act and advocate for justice.)
In our opening worship Rev. Dr. William Barber, II President
of North Carolina NAACP and convener of “Moral Monday”
movement inspired us to “Lift Every Voice,” telling us it’s
time to “stand in the gap—because it is prophetic cursing
time! Cursing is part of the liturgy of the church.” It is the
only cure for demons. In our membership vows as United
Methodists we are called to “renounce the spiritual forces of
wickedness” and “accept the freedom and power God gives
us to resist evil, injustice and oppression.” That is what we
20
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came to do.
At Saturday’s worship, Marian Wright Edelman, of the
Children’s Defense Fund, reminded us that 15 million
children live in poverty, and 6.8 million of those American
children live in extreme poverty. They are part of the School
to Prison Pipeline where we allow our public schools and
pre-schools to fail children in poverty and so they grow up
and end up in prison—where most read only at the 5th
grade level.
She urged us to “become better pests of justice.” She said
don’t wait for leaders to do it, “be strategic fleas to move the
big dogs.”

Digging Into The Issues
Our goals were simple, bi-partisan, global, and protective of
human rights.
1. To Support The Voting Rights Advancement Act Of
2015 (to restore and strengthen the Voting Rights Act of
1965); and
2. D
 efeat The Trans-Pacific Partnership Trade
Agreement (to prevent putting corporate interests
ahead of protecting God’s creation and the welfare of
communities both in the U.S. and abroad.)

Voting Rights For All
Historical background: One of hard fought victories of
the ‘50s and ‘60s Civil Rights movement was the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 which guaranteed the Right To Vote
for all Americans, especially the African Americans who
had been denied the vote through literacy laws and other
Jim Crow-era laws enacted in mostly southern states. The
right to vote was protected by this law that required states
to have voting laws previewed and accepted by the federal
Department of Justice before they could be put into effect.
This law was passed in 1965 with provision that it needed to
be renewed. It was renewed in 1970, 1975, 1982, and most
recently in 2006—all by large bi-partisan majorities.
Current Situation: In 2013, the Supreme Court struck
down a key provision of the Voting Rights Act in Shelby
County v. Holder. It struck down the formula used to
decide which states had to get pre-approval of voting laws.
Watch | Listen | See | Download the IAUMC Mobile App

Congress was to pass a new formula before any states
would need to get pre-approval. Congress has had three
years to pass a renewal of the Voting Rights Act but has
failed to do so.
2016 is the first presidential election in 50 years without
the full protection of the Voting Rights Act.
A bi-partisan bill, the Voting Rights Advancement Act,
would modernize the pre-clearance formula needed to
restore the Voting Rights Act. The bill is currently sitting in
the judiciary committee waiting for the chair, Senator Charles
Grassley, to begin hearings on the bill and send it to the full
senate for a vote.
When I talked to Senator Grassley, he did not promise to
advance the bill. He said he didn’t think discrimination was
as much of a problem anymore. But 21 states have passed
laws that make it more difficult to vote.    
Our Senator is holding up the Voting Rights reauthorization
bill which protects the right to vote. Please contact Senator
Grassley and urge him to move this important protection of
our rights forward. Tell him why you feel it is important to
guarantee the right to vote of all citizens.
When I contacted Rep. Young, he indicated support of the
Voting Rights Advancement Act. Thank him for his support
and contact other representatives to let them know your
concerns.

Defeat Of Trans-Pacific Partnership Trade Agreement
Background: This trade agreement is between the U.S
and 11 Pacific Rim nations, which establishes trade rules
between these countries.
Current situation: It is still being written, but the current
draft is being pushed by the President and involves many
elements which our Christian brothers and sisters feel are
unjust and harmful to the people and lands involved.
It is too long and complex to try to explain here, but the
United Methodist Women and the Board of Church and
Society have drafted responses to it explaining why they
believe it is a bad idea. These resources can be found on
their web sites and also on the Legislative Advocacy site of
the Iowa Annual Conference.

A Summary Of Their Concerns:
• It puts Corporate Rights over Human rights.
• It would offshore more U.S. jobs, undermine labor
standards, and drive down wages.
• It would undermine environmental protection.
• It would limit patients from accessing medicines and
make medicine more expensive.
• It would harm the livelihoods of small farmers in the U.S.
and globally.
In talking to our Senators and Representatives, they were
non-committal because the final version hasn’t been written
yet. Please share your concerns with your congressional
representatives.
I felt very privileged to visit my Senators and
Representative, and felt very welcomed by them. They
were gracious, open about their opinions, and generous
with their time.
Last year, 2015, those who visited Senator Grassley
reported success in getting agreement to work toward
federal sentencing reform—which is still moving forward.
I am sorry that I cannot report similar success this year
regarding the Voting Rights Act with Senator Grassley.
Just remember “be strategic fleas to move the big dogs”—
Marian Wright Edelman.
YOU can make the difference.
Get involved in United Methodist Social Action! Sign
up here to join the UM Legislative Network—you will
receive Action Alerts to let you know about current
issues being debated in the Iowa Legislature, and when
it is most important
that your legislators
hear from you. Don’t
forget to click on the
“Legislative Network”
box when completing
the sign-up form
online.
THE REPORTER | AUGUST 2016
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UMCOR Responds to

Louisiana Floods
By Linda Unger, senior writer for the General Board of Global Ministries

D

ays of torrential rain inundated the state of
Louisiana, beginning August 11. Flooding has
impacted at least 40,000 homes, and about 30,000

people and 1,000 pets have been rescued from high water
in homes and cars. At least 11 people are known to have

mobilized. Some 50,000 families already have registered

died in the disaster.

with FEMA for assistance, and many more are expected to
do so.

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR)
issued an emergency grant to the Louisiana Annual

UMCOR is collaborating with FEMA and other national

Conference, releasing 2,950 cleanup buckets to United

disaster response organizations, including the American

Methodist churches in LaFayette and Baton Rouge, areas

Red Cross, Lutheran Disaster Response, Southern Baptist

severely affected by the floods, for distribution to affected

Disaster Relief, and the umbrella group, National Voluntary

households.

Organizations Active in Disasters (NVOAD).

UMCOR stands ready to release another 2,000 cleanup

Best Ways to Help
Forrester urged all people of goodwill who want to help in
Louisiana and Mississippi, “Do not self-deploy. You mean to
help, but at this stage your presence could unintentionally
become an obstacle,” he said. He also urged people not to
send unsolicited aid, such as clothing.

buckets to go to the most vulnerable places as identified
by the Louisiana Conference, as more cleanup buckets are
being assembled to meet more needs.
The state of Mississippi also was affected by flooding, and
UMCOR has readied relief supplies to go there, when the
water recedes.

“The best ways to help are to assemble and send cleanup
buckets and to support the UMCOR U.S. Disaster

From ‘Massive’ To ‘Catastrophic’ Flooding
Greg Forrester, UMCOR U.S. Disaster Response executive,
called the disaster “catastrophic,” and recalled that it
follows on the heels of “massive” spring floods in Louisiana.
He said UMCOR had just approved a long-term disasterresponse grant to aid the Louisiana Conference in its
response, when floodwaters again impacted the state,
affecting some of the same areas as the previous event.

Response Advance, #901670, with your donations,” he
stated. “This will allow us to assist the most vulnerable
communities in need because of this and other disasters.”
Forrester reminded readers that, in mid-August, the U.S.
is approaching the height of the Atlantic hurricane season,
and he said the current supply of cleanup buckets will be
exhausted by this event. “We need your prayers and cleanup
buckets, cleanup buckets, cleanup buckets!” he said.

Several United Methodist churches have been converted to
shelters for those who have been displaced. Four Louisiana

Your gift to UMCOR U.S. Disaster Response, Advance

parishes — East Baton Rouge, Livingston, St. Helena, and

#901670 will help UMCOR respond to this and other

Tangipahoa — received a Federal disaster declaration, so

disasters across the United States.

FEMA, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, was
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Breaking The Taboo: How The Church Can Help People
With Mental Illness
Mental illness is better understood today, but some of the abuse
from the past has been replaced with silence in the present. The
church can help us move beyond the taboo..
How do you tell your pastor not to rush to the ER again, that
your mother’s “life-threatening illnesses” are really just ailments
she has imagined? Read Story

Local churches can apply for Advent Digital Grants
Grants are available that provide free advertising for United
Methodist churches during Advent. Geo-targeted digital
ads designed, purchased and placed by United Methodist
Communications will link to local church websites.
Applications are open now through Oct. 1, 2016. 
Advent outreach resources will be available in late September.
Learn More

How To Save Money With Technology
Pinching pennies is never fun, but cutting costs can be good
stewardship. While acquiring technology can be expensive,
some computer tricks can save you time and money. Using
technology wisely can actually help cut costs for your church.
Most churches spend thousands of dollars in printing, paper
and postage costs each year. Technology can greatly reduce
these expenses. Learn More

Free Branding/Logo Service
United Methodist Communications wants to make branding
easier for churches in our annual conference. For any church
that adopts the denominational branding standards, United
Methodist Communications will develop a free suite of
logos for use in print and online — at no charge. There is no
expiration date to this offer. The goal is to strengthen The
United Methodist Church’s identity through consistent
design that gives top billing to local churches while paying
respect to our global connection. Learn More

TIPS!
Online Training—
Available Anytime!
United Methodist
Communications Training
offers affordable online
courses, with professional
instruction available on
YOUR time.
They will can teach you
how to engage with your
congregation online,
reach out to seekers, and
share God’s love with the
latest Internet tools. They
will share best practices
for building a team for
welcoming ministry.
They can even help you
plan a mission trip to
improve the quality of life
in developing countries
through information
and communications
technology.
Don’t miss this valuable
resource!

Click Here
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Fall 2016

Order of Elders, Order Of Deacons, Fellowship of
Associate Members & Local Pastors Event
Tuesday, October 4th from 10 a.m.—3 p.m. at
First United Methodist Church
516 Kellogg Ave.
Ames, IA 50010
Lunch catered by Hickory Park
Costs $25 to attend
The gathering date of our next orders and fellowship event will be October 4, 2016 at the Ames
First UMC. Registration will begin at 9 am. The day will start with worship at 10 AM and we will
conclude no later than 3 PM. Our new Bishop, Laurie Haller, will be preaching and presiding at
communion. 
It was previously announced that Diana Butler Bass was to be our keynote speaker for the day.
However, she has canceled due to a schedule conflict. Instead, members of our Iowa delegation to
the general and jurisdictional conferences will share their report and we will have opportunity to
discuss implications to our common clergy covenant in the Iowa Annual Conference.

For registration information—click here

