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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Dear Presidents, 

The Northwest District United Methodist Women is going strong and looking for a new year with a 
positive attitude and a willingness to do the work of our great organization. We are hoping to do some 
new things at our events which will inspire your units to get on board and share the good news around 
the world. We are approaching Valentine’s Day which is all about love. Not just love of our families, but 
love of God and His creation. Love for our neighbors has been our passion as United Methodist Women 
and will continue to make our mission complete. You did an awesome job serving the Lord through your 
giving of time and talents in 2017, but unfortunately we did not meet our pledge to mission. That doesn’t 
mean we failed, however, we were just a bit short. We had 3 units disband which made a difference. But 
we are still strong and can do better in 2018.  

I want to remind all of the local units that have “disbanded” that they are still a part of the United 
Methodist Women as the Book of Discipline says. So if you are no longer meeting as groups you must still 
have a contact person from your church, who will receive the newsletter and notice of events. Please send 
the name of one person to me who we may contact regarding our district and conference information. It 
can be email, or mail. Our records need this as soon as possible to comply with the Book of Discipline.  
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Have you shared the packet information you received at the annual meeting? There are papers in it that 
other officers need for their positions. If needed, make extra copies as well of this newsletter. 

I look forward to the Education and Interpretation event on April 16th at the Grace United Methodist 
Church in Marcus. Please mark your calendars to attend as our coordinator, Daina Powers, has been 
losing sleep planning a great day for you. Let’s help her get some zzzs by supporting her endeavors. Look 
for more information in this newsletter.  

Please remember to contact your district officer to set up the visitation with your unit. We need to 
schedule them as soon as possible. 

I look forward to leading the Northwest District United Methodist Women for my last year and hope to 
see you at the events that we hold. 

Are you ready to be an officer? We need you to join the officers of the Northwest District United 
Methodist Women executive committee and have some real fun! Contact our nomination chair, Marty 
Warrender, at 712-447-6335 or Julie Dozark at 712-677-2293 or any of the officers, to sign up now. We 
need members on the nominations committee ASAP. The fellowship we share is awesome!  

Lastly, we have 5 executive members plus another member of our district attending Assembly in Ohio in 
May. To say I am excited is an understatement! Prayerfully we will return with the love of God showing 
through us to share with all of you.  
                                                                                         Blessings, 
              Sue Ritts, President of the Northwest District of Iowa  
         Conference United Methodist Women  
                                                                                         205 N 3rd Ave., Washta, Iowa, 51061-1005 
                                                                                         712-447-6186 or cell: 712-229-0075 
                                                                                         Email: susieqritts@yahoo.com 

 
 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
“Two people are better than one, because they get more done  

by working together.”   Ecclesiastes 4:9   (NCV) 
  

Working together as a United Methodist Women’s unit, things get done.  It is amazing how much a few 
people working for the same purpose can do especially when they put God in charge.  Quoting from a 
devotion from Rick Warren a few days ago, “when we work together, we maximize our impact, we 
minimize our failure and we mobilize our resources”.    It is exciting to visit units and see all that each has 
accomplished by working together.  I am looking forward to visiting several units this year to see what 
you are doing to serve and help others in God’s Kingdom! 
  
2018 is well underway.  Spring will soon be here, so mark your calendars now and plan to attend a very 
special Mission study at Marcus United Methodist Church on April 16.  This year’s interesting study is 
titled, “The Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church”.   Another opportunity for us is the 
Spiritual Growth Retreat coming up in October.  Remember in 2019 we will have a huge Anniversary 
celebration of 150 years of United Methodist Women!  This is a great time to be a part of such a vibrant 
group that has an important impact on the world and especially on women and children. 
  
Let’s make 2018 the best year yet! 
  
     Kathleen Hawkins, Spiritual Growth District Officer 
     11373 Nature Ave., Le Mars, IA   51031     
     Phone:  712-562-6514  Email:  kathawkeye@hotmail.com              

mailto:susieqritts@yahoo.com
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COORDINATOR FOR SOCIAL ACTION 

 
 “The strength of a political system depends upon the full and willing participation of its citizens.  The 

church should continually exert a strong ethical influence upon the state, supporting policies and 

programs deemed to be just and opposing policies and programs that are unjust.” (Social Principles of 

the United Methodist Church 2017-2020, p. 164 B Political Responsibility) 

The Priority Justice Issue chosen for our District to focus on this year is Economic Inequality.  Other 

issues include Climate Justice, Criminalization of Communities of Color and Maternal & Child Care 

Health.  Economic Inequality was chosen after reading the “Give” article written by Susan K. Taylor, 

author of What About Our Money? A Faith Response, cited in the February, 2018 issue of Response 

Magazine.  The article includes a story about people being continually pulled out of a river.  Eventually 

someone went upriver to determine the source of why the people were in the water.   

The “Give” article also talks about providing services and advocacy.  In regard to the ‘river’ story, while 

social services and mission projects are necessary and helpful, social advocacy is also needed to promote 

change in policies and laws.  The United Methodist Women website states that specific policy choices 

influence the detriment of the other Priority Justice Issues.   

Several years ago, a Representative stated that people on both sides of a controversial issue contacted 

him.  He voted on behalf of the majority of voices.  This follows with ‘the squeaky wheel gets the oil’.  But, 

voices can fall on deaf ears of those determined to put economics before the welfare of others and our 

planet.  Recently the voices of the community members in Flint, Michigan, and the Native Americans 

were ignored concerning their concerns of contaminating the precious resource of water. 

We engage in service and mission, but we are also the voice of the voiceless.  Proverbs 21:8 tells us, 

“Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but shall not be heard. (Life 

Application Bible, King James Version)  As we continue to encourage one another, may we continue to 

learn and speak out for social justice. 

Please make plans to attend Mission u this year and learn more about our economic issues, as the focus 

study will be on Susan K. Taylor’s book, What About Our Money? A Faith Response. 

 

                                                                                 Blessings, 

                                                                                 Janet Grossnickle, Northwest District Social Action Officer 

                                                              4805 Morningside Ave., Sioux City, Iowa 51106 

                                                              712-276-0485  jjgrossnick@gmail.com 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Please feel free to call me with any concerns or suggestions as I continue my duties as Communications 
Coordinator (mainly, printing and sending this newsletter).  It is important that I have all the correct 
email and street addresses for all officers in the district. Please help me keep updated as addresses 
change or need correction.                        
       
      Sandy Heerdt, (712-212-5364) 
       504 Q Ave., Milford, IA   51351 
      sandyheerdt@gmail.com 

mailto:jjgrossnick@gmail.com
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EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION 

 
We welcome the New Year! We even welcome the low temperatures that kept us inside reading and 
working on our studies. This year our District study will be on April 16 at the Grace United Methodist 
Church in Marcus, IA. The book we are using for the study is: 
 

Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the United States 
by J. Ann Craig. 

 
 “The book gives the reader a foundational understanding of how the United  
 Methodist Church developed into the organization it is today through the lens  
 of the three United States missionary conferences: the Alaska United Methodist  
 Conference, the Red Bird Missionary Conference and the Oklahoma Indian  
 Missionary Conference” 
 
 “The author weaves United States and church history to help us understand how  
 our past plays a role in our current realities and inspires us to take actions for  
 change.” 
 

I must say that as I prepared for this study, I learned more about the church (I did not grow up in), and 
that my husband and family introduced me to - as I became part of their family. As I am becoming more 
involved with the United Methodist Women, I am experiencing new things and learning more. The 
District Officers of the United Methodist Women work so hard for all the women in the district; it is a 
pleasure and gift to be in their presence as they work, guide and pray together. It is an honor to be part of 
this group. Thank you ladies for all you do! 
 
I must say that the study topic did not appeal to me at first, and I thought that maybe you were thinking 
the same. But as I prepared for the study, I realized that the study was something new to me and it 
became very interesting and fun to put together. It is not easy for the district ladies to put a study 
together, so I ask you to be in prayer for the next months as we prepare. I encourage everyone to read the 
book and prepare themselves for a good time as the district presents the study in April. We will be 
gathering in Marcus, Iowa for this study. I also encourage you to bring a car load of ladies from your unit 
or some of your friends to enjoy a day of learning. If you have Native American, Indian, or Alaska Native 
American artifacts, please bring them to display. I will have a table for you to display them. (Please put 
your name and some information about the artifact on a card to accompany the artifact)  Also, if you have 
a shawl, please bring it to the study; it does not matter what it looks like (we will not have a style show). 
 
I have included a poster for you to display in a prominent place in your church; feel free to make copies if 
you desire. 
 
      Blessings to all of you - Sisters in Christ, 
      Daina Powers 
      216 East Street, Peterson, Iowa 51047  
      Home 712-295-7036     dainapwrs@gmail.com 
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TREASURER’S MESSAGE 
The 2017 Northwest District Treasury books closed in December. Collectively we gave $91,428 of mission 
funds to the Iowa Conference United Methodist Women. Take a moment to reflect on the importance of 
all the work we do as United Methodist Women. At the end of December, I mailed each unit treasurer 
their 2017 “Detailed Financial Report,” their Five Star Unit certificate (if applicable) and a letter of 
information/explanation on unit giving for 2018.  

Northwest District had pledged $75,000 to missions in 2017.  We were short $1,100 in meeting that 
pledge.  Funds given for designated missions are not counted in our $75,000 pledge because designated 
offerings (100%) are sent where they were intended. This includes Shesler Hall, Bidwell-Riverside, 
Hawthorn Hill, Mission u, UMCOR, Magazine fund, Call to Prayer and Self Denial, and other specific 
offerings. No funds are withheld from designated giving. If your unit is giving an extra donation to one of 
these designated missions, you can send it with your district remittances and it will be forwarded 100%.  
If we donate through the District Treasury, the Iowa Conference of United Methodist Women has better 
information on how much we are actually donating to missions. 

At our District Annual Meeting in LeMars, we voted to set our 2018 Pledge to Missions at $75,000. We 
will have to work hard to achieve our pledge goal.  Sadly, we report that 3 local units disbanded during 
2017.  They included:  Galva, Milford and Sac City.  We now have a total of 65 active units in Northwest 
District. 

Five Star Units 

We had 59 local units qualify for Five Star Unit status.  Thank you for generously supporting all the 
mission giving categories of United Methodist Women. 

Pledge to Mission 

Your unit’s 2019 Pledge to Mission is due to the District Treasurer on or before June 1, 2018. The pledge 
form was included with your treasurer’s letter in December. You can mail the pledge form or you can 
email the pledge information to me. In January, we have received pledges from five local units:  SC St 
James, West Bend, Shared Ministry Women of Rolfe, Merrill Melbourne and Hornick. Thank you.   

Call to Pray and Self Denial Offering 

“In 2018, the offering from the Call to Prayer and Self-Denial observance will support national and 
international programs that develop leaders of all ages.  These programs will offer educational 
opportunities to the underserved and marginalized.  Projects will include (but are not limited to) child 
development and after-school programs, GED and ESL programs, job readiness, life skills and livelihood 
training, scholarships, workshops and seminars, informal and formal educational opportunities.  One 
hundred percent of the offering will go to the projects receiving the grants.” This explanation is from our 
2018 program book.  The Call to Prayer and Self Denial program is entitled “Learning for a Lifetime: 
Developing Leaders,” p. 145.  The program objective is to learn about the importance of United Methodist 
Women’s commitment to leadership development and the potential of their Call to Prayer and Self-
Denial gifts in equipping women and girls for leadership in church and society. Bravo!! This offering is 
usually collected during the first quarter of the year. It is given in the form of grants to projects and 
projects are selected annually by a national committee.  

I am looking forward to seeing many of you at the upcoming Mission Education Event, “Missionary 
Conferences (Methodist) in the United States” April 16, 2018 at the United Methodist Church in Marcus. 

     Blessings, 
     Julie Nelson, District Treasurer     
     1105 West Street    Ruthven, IA 51358 
     Telephone: 712-837-4310 Email: nursenelson@hotmail.com 
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PROGRAM RESOURCES 
 
I am beginning my last year as your District Secretary of 

Program Resources.  Elsewhere in this issue you will find 

a description of this position.  If you love books, reading 

and learning new things, I would enjoy mentoring you 

for this position.  In my spiritual journey I have had 

many wonderful people who have discipled me.  Dr. Tom 

Carver, our district superintendent, likes to ask “Who 

are you discipling?”  It would be a win-win relationship 

for both of us.  If you are interested, please contact me or 

one of the members of the nominations committee. 

On April 16 at Marcus, Daina Powers will be leading us in learning about The Missionary Conferences of 

the United Methodist Church in the United States.  These are the Alaska Missionary Conference, the 

Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference, and Red Bird Missionary Conference in the Appalachians. It is 

time to be preparing to get the most from this learning opportunity.  You can obtain a copy of the text by 

J. Ann Craig from Mission Resources.  I will have copies for sale that day.  Other books on our reading 

list which will give you some background include: First White Frost: Native Americans and United 

Methodism (2018); On This Spirit Walk: The Voices of Native American and Indigenous Peoples (2014); 

Massacre at Sand Creek: How Methodists Were Involved in an American Tragedy (2018) – a Bonus 

Book; Every Day Is a Good Day: Reflections by Contemporary Indigenous Women (2013); House of 

Purple Cedar (2016); An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States (2018); The Round House 

(2015); Tilly: A Story of Hope and Resilience (2016); A Native American Thought of It: Amazing 

Inventions and Innovations (Youth 2014);  Dreaming in Indian: Contemporary Native American Voices 

(Youth 2016); Fatty Legs: A True Story (Youth 2013); Three Feathers (Youth 2018).  Some books I have 

read recently which are not on our reading list are two about life in Appalachia: If the Creek Don’t Rise by 

Leah Weiss and Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis by J. D. Vance and one about 

some of the first American explorers in Alaska: To the Bright Edge of the World by Eowyn Ivey. 

The books for the two new studies are now available at Mission Resources and will be available for 

purchase at the April 16 event.  The spiritual growth study is Embracing Wholeness: Earth Perspective 

for Covenantal Living by Jessica Stonecyopher.  The issue study is What About Our Money? A Faith 

Response by Susan Taylor.  Youth and children studies are also available for the issue study.  The books 

are all $10.00 each. 

I look forward to seeing you on April 16 at Marcus. 

 

               Esta M. Fraley,  
       Northwest District Secretary of Program Resources 
       2360 490th Street, Sioux Rapids, IA 50585 

                     712-283-2588    ems20h@webbwireless.net 
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MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE, AND OUTREACH 
As I sit here this morning, the snow is falling.  It doesn’t fit into my plan, but I have faith in God that all 
will work out.  I have lots of things to do before I make my annual trip to Mexico.  One is writing this 
article. 
 
I’m sure I’m sounding like a broken record to many of you.  First, I want to thank the units that have gone 
online and completed the census for your unit and have notified me that it is done.  If you have NOT done 
this, please do it.  It’s not too late.  It needs to be done by March 30.  
 
Here are some simple directions for completing the Census Report:   
Go to unitedmethodistwomen.org and click on the “Census” box.  Enter the name of your church or the 
zip code for your church and it will walk you through the process.  The information you need is on the 
form found in your President’s pack you received at our Annual District Meeting.  After you have done 
this, let me know it’s done (my email is below).  DO NOT SEND IT TO ME TO DO, AS I WILL BE IN 
MEXICO FOR A MONTH.  If you have a problem, contact your Shepherdess for help.  While I’m in 
Mexico, I will be available by email. 
 
I thank you for all your support and the work you do for United Methodist Women.  I do hope we can 
have 100% participation. 
       Blessings to all! 
       Judy Wanned, Membership, Nurture, and Outreach 
       1117 Pacquette Ave.  Sioux City, IA 51109 
       Ph. (712) 253-5558 e-mail thewanneds@gmail.com 

 

March 2  (Friday) 
World Day of Prayer (91st Year) 

March 8 (Thursday) 
International Bell Ringing for Women’s Rights 

April 16 (Monday) 
District Study:  Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the United 
States by J. Ann Craig at Grace United Methodist Church at Marcus, IA  (Education & 
Interpretation Study) followed by Northwest District United Methodist Women 
Executive Meeting 

June 8-11 (Fri. – Mon.) Iowa Annual Conference of United Methodist Church (United Methodist Women 
Event, Sunday, June 10, Des Moines, IA – Wesley United Methodist Church during 
supper break)  *See reservation flyer in this newsletter 

July 15-17 (Sun. – Tues.) Summer Mission u (School of Christian Mission) @ Iowa Valley Continuing Education 
Ctr.  Marshalltown, IA; District Officer Training Event, July 15, 1-3 P.M. Spiritual 
Growth Study: “Embracing Wholeness”; Geographical Study: “Missionary Conferences 
of the United Methodist Church in the U.S.”; Issue Study: “What about our Money?” 

July 23  (Monday) Northwest District United Methodist Women Executive Mtg. in Cherokee @ 9:30 AM 

Sept. 22 (Saturday) Northwest District United Methodist Women Annual Mtg @ Cherokee, IA 

Oct. 6  (Saturday) Iowa Conference of United Methodist Women Annual Mtg. @ Knoxville, IA 

Oct. 19-21 (Fri. – Sun.) Fall Mission u (School of Christian Mission) @ Iowa Valley Continuing Education Ctr.  
Marshalltown, IA; Spiritual Growth Study: “Embracing Wholeness”; Geographical 
Study: “Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the U.S.”; Issue 
Study: “What about our Money?” 

Oct. 22 (Monday) Spiritual Growth Study “Embracing Wholeness: Earth Perspective for Covenantal 
Living”  Location to be announced, followed by Northwest District United Methodist 
Women Executive Meeting 

http://unitedmethodistwomen.org/
tel:%28712%29%20253-5558
mailto:thewanneds@gmail.com
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COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 
 

“God has given each of us the ability to do certain things well.  So if God has given you the ability to 
prophesy, speak out when you have faith that God is speaking through you.  If your gift is that of serving 
others, serve them well.  If you are a teacher, do a good job of teaching.  If your gift is to encourage 
others, do it!  If you have money, share it generously.  If God has given you leadership ability, take the 
responsibility seriously.  And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.”  Romans 
12:6-8 

Consider your talents.  Don’t sell yourself short.  Accept the God-given talents others see in you and you 
see in yourself.  And remember, God is always with you.  Pray about where you can use your talents.  
Listen for His guidance and urging.  We are all called to work for the Lord.  If you feel Him asking, 
directing, requesting, listen and answer, “Yes, Lord, here am I.”  He will equip each of us for the calling 
that He sends to each of us. 

Though there are only two of us on the Nominations Committee at the present time, we are working at 
providing a slate of officers for the Northwest District of the United Methodist Women to be elected in 
September for the upcoming years.  Included in our search are the positions of president, treasurer, 
coordinator for social action, secretary for program resources, and members for the nominations 
committee, some of whom we could put to work in our search for officers right now. 

 
An opportunity awaits you! Read on: 

 
How would you like the opportunity to volunteer a few hours each month, to meet and get to know a 
wonderful group of women like yourself?  If you said yes, boy do we have a place for you!!  The District 
Nominating Committee is looking for future District Officers. 
 
Treasurer: (Currently held by Julie Nelson) 
 
I would like to put in a “plug” for the position of treasurer.  I am wrapping up my 6th and final year as 
District Treasurer and I have really enjoyed it! I was apprehensive at first, but with a great computer 
program and great support from my predecessor, Sue Ritts, plus the team of all the District Treasurers 
and our Conference Treasurer, the job has become very enjoyable. I know I have made friendships that 
will last a lifetime. 
 
You don’t have to have been a local treasurer of your unit, or a CPA, just an interest in working with 
numbers and a computer.  Actually, the computer does the work.  You just have to enter the information.  
Yes, it is that simple.  Full training and support are available from me and from other District Treasurers 
as well as the Conference Treasurer. We all use the same computer program: PC Mars. Terms are for 2 
years with a maximum for three terms for treasurers. Let the nominations committee know you would 
like to explore this opportunity. You can also call me or send an email with any questions you may have.  
We can even meet together so you can look over the simple computer program if you wish. 
 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
Julie Nelson, District Treasurer 
712-837-4310 
nursenelson@hotmail.com 
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Secretary of Program Resources: (Currently held by Esta Fraley): 
 
The duty of the secretary of program resources is to assist officers with resources needed to fulfill their 
jobs and to encourage all members to utilize the many resources available to United Methodist 
Women.  On the district level the main responsibility is to have resources for sale at district events – the 
District Annual Meeting in September, the Mission Education Event (April 16 this year) and the 
Spiritual Growth Event (in the fall).  The secretary orders Reading Program books, the program books, 
study books, prayer calendars, and other items on consignment from Mission Resources, prepares them 
for sale at events, and returns unsold items.  The secretary also answers questions and concerns from 
members about the United Methodist Women resources and assists them in ordering resources at times 
other than district events.  If you want to visit with Esta about the positon, contact her at 712-283-2588    
ems20h@webbwireless.net 
 
President: (Currently held by Sue Ritts) 

 
Being the president of our district is a joy and the camaraderie has proven to be over and above my 
expectations. Our job includes leading the group at meetings, planning events as a team, encouraging 
women to join us in fulfilling the purpose of our great organization, setting times and dates for our 
meetings, attending all meetings, including Mission u, conference leadership meetings four times per 
year, and always being available to help units when in need.  Feel free to contact Sue with any questions.  
Sue Ritts, 712-447-6186 or cell: 712-229-0075  Email: susieqritts@yahoo.com 

 
      Your sister in Christ,  

      Marty Warrender, Nominations Chairperson,   
      112 Hwy 31, Washta, IA 51061 
      mdwarrend@yahoo.com, 712-447-6335,  

      Julie Dozark, Nominations Committee Member 
      3520 D Avenue, Vail, IA 51465 
       712-677-2293 
 

Name of Report Due Date Local Send to: 

Membership Census Jan. 1 – Mar. 31 Complete Online (email Judy Wanned when completed) 

 2019 Pledge to Mission  June 1 District Treasurer, Julie Nelson 

Mission Study Report June 30 District Education & Interpretation, Daina Powers 

Mission Today Report June 30 District Education & Interpretation, Daina Powers 

Reading Program Report June 30 District Program Resources, Esta Fraley 

Love Offering Sept. 1 District Treasurer, Julie Nelson 

Local Officers List October 30 District Secretary, Carolyn Roberts 

Cash receipts to finish year Dec. 10 District Treasurer, Julie Nelson 
 

 

Purpose of the United Methodist Women 
 
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God, and to 
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; 
and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 
 

mailto:ems20h@webbwireless.net
mailto:susieqritts@yahoo.com
mailto:mdwarrend@yahoo.com
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Save the Date 

 

Iowa Conference  

United Methodist Women’s Event 

Sunday, June 10, 2018 
During Supper Break 

Wesley UMC 

800 E. 12th, DSM 

Program: “Swedish Childcare and Family Policy Study” 

 Kelsey Smith, 2017 Recipient of the Theressa Hoover 

Community Service and Global Citizenship Award 

Supper Tickets:  $10.00 

(Write Checks to “Iowa Conference UMW”) 

RSVP to Myra Bowman:  jlmkbowman51@comm1net.net  

Or Call:  641-843-4086 

Mail Check and reservation form below to: 

Myra Bowman, 911 Golfview Ave., Britt, IA 50423 

 

Name(s):_________________________________________________________________ 

Number of Tickets:_______________  Total Amount:_____________________ 

Unit/District:______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

mailto:jlmkbowman51@comm1net.net
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https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-we-do/transformative-education/mission-u/mission-u-study-leaders/missionary-conferences/missionaryconferencescover2017.pdf

