
Iowa is home to over 500 Mabaan from 
the newest country in the world – South 
Sudan. We have the South Sudan United 
Methodist Church congregation which 
meets at First UMC in Des Moines and a 
large number of Mabaan who live in Storm 
Lake and the Council Bluffs/Omaha area. 

All of these people have family and friends who remain 
in South Sudan.

In July, 2019, heavy rainfall from a weather phenomenon 
known as the Indian Ocean Dipole flooded Mabaan 
County displacing hundreds of thousands.

We in Iowa know the ravages of flooded land and homes. 
We know how the infrastructure is damaged, often for 
a long period of time. Now the Mabaan in South Sudan 
are facing those same challenges – thousand of acres 
of cropland destroyed, scores of livestock lost, roads 
made impassable, and contaminated drinking water. 
The United Nations sets the need at $61 million to save 
lives and to ensure the continuation of response to 
flood victims.

In support of our Mabaan neighbors here in Iowa and to 
respond to the needs of their kinfolk in South Sudan, 
the Iowa Conference seeks to raise $200,000 to provide 
tents, mosquito nets, medicine, and food.  

Please donate online to www.iaumc.org/mfr or send 
your gift of support to Iowa Annual Conference 
Treasurer’s Office, 2301 Rittenhouse St., Des Moines, 
IA 50321. On the memo line please note #53321-MF.
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