
School for Lay Ministry 
Iowa Annual Conference * The United Methodist Church 

 
March 29, 2018 
 

To: Simpson Class of 2020 
 

From: Barb Mann, Registrar 
 

Re: May 5-6, 2018 Session 
 
Topic: Mission & Social Concerns & Prayer Assignment 

 
Faculty: Colleen McRoberts 
 Naomi Sea Young Wittstruck, Field Outreach Minister for Central District 
 
Reading Assignments:  

Scripture Readings: Micah 6: 6-8; Amos 4:1-5; Luke 4: 16-30 and Isaiah 61: 1-4; Matthew 25: 
31-46: John 3: 16-17; John 13:34-35; Matthew 22:34-40; 2 Corinthians 8: 1-24 

 
Living Faithfully:  Human Sexuality and The United Methodist Church (A Four-Week Small 
Group Study) by David L. Barnhart, Jr.; Rebekah Jordan; Alex Joyner; and Jill M. Johnson.  Abingdon 
Press, ISBN 13:  9781501859779; published August 2017.  
https://www.cokesbury.com/product/9781501859779/living-
faithfully/?rank=1&txtSearchQuery=living+faithfully  
 
There is deep disagreement about what The United Methodist Church should teach about 
homosexuality, same gender marriage, and the ordination of LGBTQ persons. In 2019, a special 
session of General Conference will be held to consider these issues and how they will be addressed by 
The United Methodist Church in the future. 
 
Living Faithfully is designed to help you understand the shape of this debate and what it means for the 
present and the future. Each chapter includes background on the Bible, Christian theology, history, 
stories from diverse viewpoints, and United Methodist structure and practice to guide reflection and 
conversation. You’ll also find definitions of key terms and information about upcoming events.  The 
four chapters are: 
               

1. Is the Practice of Homosexuality Incompatible with Christian Teaching? 
2. Is Same-gender Marriage Compatible with Christian Teaching? 
3. Is Ordaining Practicing Homosexuals Compatible with Christian Teaching? 
4. Where Are We Now? 

 
This four-week study will help you understand and grapple with various views about the ministry and 
teaching of The United Methodist Church around issues of human sexuality. It will lead you to have 
honest, well-informed, and grace-filled conversations with others about these matters and the calls for 
change. And it will help you discern, in prayer and conversation, how you can respond faithfully in love 
of God and neighbor.  A Leader Guide is included with lesson plans to help facilitate a four-session 
small group study. 
 
We will be supplying you with the Social Principles of the UMC booklet.  Your help in deferring the cost 
of the books ($3.00 each) is appreciated.   

 

 

Two Supplemental Readings (Not Required for Assignment) 

 
Asset-Based Strategies for Faith Communities by Susan Rans and Hilary Altman (2002).  
This book presents a collection of stories from Christian churches and organizations throughout the 
United States. Each describes a particular faith-based initiative aimed at revitalizing a congregation or 
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its surrounding community, and several stories include activities designed to spur economic development. The link for the 
book, which is now free and online through DePaul’s website, is: 
 

https://resources.depaul.edu/abcd-institute/publications/Documents/Workbooks/Asset-

BasedStrategiesFaithCommunities.pdf  

 
Additional Resources:  The link below provides several additional resources for congregations working with Asset-Based 
Community Development:   https://resources.depaul.edu/abcd-institute/publications/publications-by-topic/Pages/default.aspx 

 
Old Turtle and the Broken Truth by Douglas Wood Publisher: Scholastic Press; 1 edition (October 1, 2003)  ISBN 10: 
0439321093 and ISBN 13: 9780439321099; hardcover, illustrated children’s book $12.99 at Cokesbury. 

 
“A soulful new tale about the wise old turtle who advocates listening to the „language of breezes...learning lessons from 
stones and animals and trees and stars.‟ In this story, a truth falls from the stars, breaking in half when it lands.  Crow, Fox, 
Coyote and Raccoon, each pick up this piece of truth but discard it because of its rough edges and broken nature. But when a 
human being finds it, noting the words "You Are Loved" written on it, he and his people cherish it as their most important 
possession. Time passes, and jealousy, fear and anger rise up in the people who hold this Great Truth, as well as in those 
who do not have it. The world begins to suffer. Finally, it's up to a little girl to seek understanding and a solution to the woes of 
the world.”  
 

Worship Leaders: Saturday Evening:  Jenny Knutter     Sunday Morning:  Mary Lease 

 
Student-led worship is held at the end of the Saturday session and Sunday morning. Plan to devote about 10 minutes to a 
favorite Bible passage, a Bible story, a personal experience, and/or your own faith journey.  Feel free to bring items along to 
help you create the ambience you want: boom box, cassettes, CD’s, props.  If you are unable to lead devotions on your 
specified evening, please find another class member to trade with.  

 

Bring: Please bring:  a) your favorite translation of the Bible, b) UM Hymnal and The Faith We Sing songbook, if available 
and c) a journal or notebook for writing during reflective times. 

 

Location:  McNeill Hall, 701 North C Street, Simpson College, Indianola Iowa.  You can check www.mapquest.com and 
www.simpson.edu for the location of the specific address. 

 

Details: Registration at McNeill Hall begins at 8 am Saturday morning with devotions following at 9 am; class begins at 9:15. 
Sunday begins at 8:30 am with devotions; class starts at 8:45.  Sunday's session will close with communion at 11:30 and 
you’ll be headed home by noon.  Meals are served in the Pfeiffer Dining Hall/Great Hall.  Please refer to the General Time 
Schedule for Simpson on the SLM Website under Simpson College Downloads for complete details. 

 

Money Matters:  Tuition is $140 per class and covers the cost of speakers, facilities, handouts and Saturday meals.  You are 
responsible for costs associated with travel, lodging, books and breakfasts. Make checks payable to the “Iowa Annual 
Conference" and please pay when you register for classes on Saturday mornings.     

 

Lodging:  Make your reservations now!  Be sure to tell them you are with the School for Lay Ministry 
 

Apple Tree (515) 961-0551 or (800) 961-0551   1215 N. Jefferson St.   $61-Single   $70-Double   $69-King 
 

Quality Inn (515) 961-0058 1701 N. Jefferson Street $72.24 + tax for 2 Queens or King  

Wesley Woods (515) 961-4523 or 1-866-684-7753 (15 minutes from Simpson) $12 for rustic cabins; $28 for all lodges; 

sharing with other students is recommended.  You will need to bring you own bedding and toiletries.  IMPORTANT: If you are 
planning on staying at WW, you must let Matt Dahlin, Retreats Coordinator; know two (2) weeks in advance so they can be 
sure there are enough rooms available.  If you have to cancel, please be considerate and let Matt know as soon as possible.  

A continental breakfast is available prior to 8:00 a.m. if you let Matt know in advance.   
 

NOTE:  Wi-Fi access is not guaranteed in sleeping quarters/lodges/cabins. It is available in the main lodge.  If you must have 
access to Wi-Fi while at WW, please discuss this with Matt at 515-961-4523 or 1-866-684-7753.  

 
 
We look forward to seeing at your upcoming session.  Please contact John or Barb with any questions you may have.  
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