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GATHERING TOGETHER 
 
GREETING & THE WORD OF GRACE 2 Corinthians 1:4 Rev. Fred Bryson 
Leader: Siblings in Christ, we gather today in the sure and certain hope of the  

Resurrection, facing death, loss and separation in their many forms, as we witness 
to the unconquerable love of Christ and the unending faithfulness of God. May 
God console us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those with 
the same consolation with which we have received from God. 

 
PSALTER 
All: Refrain 

It is well (it is well) 
With my soul (with my soul) 
It is well, it is well, with my soul 

 
Leader: This is the 103rd Psalm, a song of the people of God 

Bless the Lord, O my soul! 
And all that is within me, 
bless God’s holy name! 

 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all God’s benefits, 

 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 

 
who redeems your life from the pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
who satisfies you with good as long as you live 
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

 
All: Refrain 

It is well (it is well) 
With my soul (with my soul) 
It is well, it is well, with my soul 

 
Leader: The Lord, who works vindication 

and justice for all who are oppressed, 
has made known God’s ways to Moses, 
God’s acts to the people of Israel. 

 



The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 
The Lord will not always chide, 
nor harbor anger forever. 

 
The Lord does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is the Lord’s steadfast love toward the faithful; 

 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does the Lord remove our transgressions from us. 

 
As a father shows compassion to his children, 
so the Lord shows compassion to the faithful. 

 
For the Lord knows our frame, 
and remembers that we are dust. 

 
All: Refrain 

It is well (it is well) 
With my soul (with my soul) 
It is well, it is well, with my soul 

 
Leader: As for mortals, their days are like grass; 

they flourish like a flower of the field; 
for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, 
and its place knows it no more. 

 
But the steadfast love of the Lord 
is from everlasting to everlasting upon the faithful, 
and the righteousness of the Lord to children’s children, 
to those who keep his covenant 
and remember to do his commandments. 

 
Amen. 

 
All: Refrain 

It is well (it is well) 
With my soul (with my soul) 
It is well, it is well, with my soul 

 
PRAISE AND PROCLAIM 

 



Scripture 1st Thessalonians 4:13-18 (CEB) Rev. Terra Amundson

Brothers and sisters, we want you to know about people who have died so that you won’t mourn
like others who don’t have any hope. Since we believe that Jesus died and rose, so we also
believe that God will bring with him those who have died in Jesus. What we are saying is a
message from the Lord: we who are alive and still around at the Lord’s coming definitely won’t
go ahead of those who have died. This is because the Lord himself will come down from heaven
with the signal of a shout by the head angel and a blast on God’s trumpet. First, those who are
dead in Christ will rise. Then, we who are living and still around will be taken up together with
them in the clouds to meet with the Lord in the air. That way we will always be with the Lord.
So encourage each other with these words.

Sermon Witnessing Hope Rev. Terra Amundson

RESPONSE

Act of Remembrance & Reading of Names Nitza Dovenspike

Clergy
Myron W. Brockmeyer
Dora D. Campbell
Donald L. Carver
Neil H. Cross
Richard S. Dee
Barbara J.  Dinnen
Patricia M. Eastman
Dorothy Joan  Erbe
Pamela J. Flanigan
Robert G. Farr
Louie Q. Gallo
Egon W. Gerdes
Scott C. Hall
Raymond G. Hampton
Ronald J.  Johannsen
Dean J.  Kelly
Zona L. Lautt
Elsa F. Lawry
James E. Lawton
Karen E.  Merrill
Paul L. Miller
Diane K. Mitchell
Dale A. Reisner
Tim Schoepf
David L. Schuldt
Alberta Joyce Smith
Russell C. Striffler
William C. Trembly



 
Spouses 
Beverly J. Andrews 
Lucile  M. Dellit 
Anna Marie Deskin 
Yvonne E. Gray 
Phyllis J. Hall 
Ruth E. Hawhee 
Judy C. Hembry 
Harriet D. Henry 
Fern L.  Herbst 
Pearl Joan Kinrade 
Marsha  D. Koughn 
Ruth H.  Larson 
Wilma M. Lord 
Marjorie A. Moore 
Anna B. Pierce 
Arline R. Rugger 
Irene Marie Schneck 
Wayne E. St. Clair 
Jean C. Stenberg 
Jeanette Stiles 
 
Bishop’s Spouses 
Virginia Clymer 
Marie S. Webb 
 
Churches 
Huntington United Methodist Church 
Lester, Seeds of Faith United Methodist Church 
Mt. Zion (Blakesburg) United Methodist Church 
Noble United Methodist Church 
 
Ritual with Meditative music 
We invite you at this time to take a moment and reflect upon the blessings that we have received 
through the lives of our loved ones. By lighting a candle, the offering of flowers, or by holding in 
our hands a meaningful photo or object, may we offer our hearts to God in whatever state 
they’re in as witnesses to the hope of the resurrection and the unfailing love of Christ. 
 
Psalm 23 Aaron Warner 
The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want 
He makes me lie down in green pastures 
And leads me beside waters so still 
And righteous paths for his name 
 
Surely goodness, surely mercy 
Shall follow all my days 



Dwelling in his house forever 
O the shepherd restores my soul 
 
Even though I walk through the valley of death 
I will fear no evil you are with me 
Your rod and your staff they comfort me 
You prepare a table for me 
in the presence of my enemies 
 
Surely goodness, surely mercy 
Shall follow all my days 
Dwelling in his house forever 
O the shepherd restores my soul 
 
Surely goodness, surely mercy 
Shall follow all my days 
Dwelling in his house forever 
O the shepherd restores my soul 
 

SENDING OUT 
 
Closing Prayer Rev. Paul Burrows 
Leader: Good and gracious God, you who ease our troubled minds 

and give a deeper peace than the world can give, 
thank you for those who have gone before us. 
Thank you for their sacrifice, their commitment, and their love. 
May your faithful ever be on our hearts and in our memories. 
May our loved ones rest easy in your arms of compassion. 
And may we hold fast to the promise 
that nothing can break the bonds of Christ. 
Neither life nor death, worry or strife, 
neither illness, nor distance, nor loss or time. 
Your love surrounds us and binds us together for eternity. 
Bless those who suffer, comfort those who mourn, 
and bring hope to those who are in the pit of despair. 
Send your Spirit upon us, wrap us in your presence, 
and until we may gather again in fullness and in glory 
at the end of all things, grant that we may also find peace and joy 
through our own lives of holiness and sacrifice. 
Thank you God, 
for these, your faithful. 

 
Benediction Rev. Terra Amundson 
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