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  LOVE  SERVE  GROW 

2018 PROGRAM PLANNING CALENDAR 

IOWA CONFERENCE  -  UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

April 14   Laity Day with the Bishop  

May 4    May Friendship Day, CWU  

May 17-20   Assembly, Columbus, Ohio THE POWER OF BOLD  

June 9-11   Iowa Annual Conference of United Methodist Church  

June 10   United Methodist Women Gathering at Annual Conference  

July 15   District Officer Training Event (DOTE)  

July 15-17   Summer Mission u, Iowa Valley Conference Center, Marshalltown  

September 7   Human Relations Day, CWU  

September 15  North Central District Annual Meeting, Garner  

September 15  Southeast District Annual Meeting, Prairie View  

September 21  East Central District Annual Meeting, Vinton  

September 21  Northeast District Annual Meeting, Janesville  

September 22  Central District Annual Meeting, Indianola First  

September 22  Northwest District Annual Meeting, Cherokee, St. Paul  

September 22  South Central District Annual Meeting, Elston  

September 22  Southwest District Annual Meeting, Harlan  

October 6   Iowa Conference United Methodist Women Annual Meeting, Knoxville  

October 19-21  Fall Mission u, Iowa Valley Conference Center, Marshalltown  

November 2   World Community Day, CWU  

“WE ARE CALLED!” 

 
This is the United Methodist Women theme for this year! 
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2018 CALENDAR—North Central District IOWA  Conference Schedule 

April 24  Spiritual Retreat/Day Apart—Fort Dodge Trinity UMC 

May 18-20  UMW Assembly—Columbus, Ohio 

June 1  Mission u registrations due 

June 9-11  Iowa Annual Conference, Des Moines  

July 15-17  Mission u, Marshalltown  

September 15 North Central District Annual Meeting—Garner UMW 

October 6  Iowa Conference UMW Annual Meeting—Knoxville 

October 19-21 Fall Mission u, Marshalltown 

NOTE:    Watch your mail.  You will receive your Flaming Fortress 

   4 times in 2018 (not always the first week of the month):   

   January          April          August          October 

 

 LOCAL UNIT FORMS DUE IN 2018:  

  June 30    Reading and Mission Reports to your Chairperson 
 
  October 1    Local Officers list for 2019 to District Secretary 
 
  December 10    Cash Receipts for 2018 to District Treasurer 
  

IN THIS ISSUE: 

Page 1—Iowa Conference-Program Planner 

Page 2—NCD Calendar; Unit Forms due dates 

Page 3—President 

Page 4—Vice President , UMW Purpose 

Page 5—Treasurer & Unit Pledge Form for 2019 

Page 6—Secretary 

Page 7—Education & Interpretation 

Page 8—MNO; Social Action 

Page 9—Spiritual Growth 

Page 10—Spiritual Growth/Day Apart Flyer (NOTE CHANGES) 

Page 11—Program Resources; Communications Coordinator 

Page 12—Nominations 

Page 13—2018 Mission u Scholarship Application 

Page 14—UMW Event at IA Annual Conference Flyer 

Page 15—UMW Assembly Flyer 
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Greetings from your NCD UMW President 
 
Dear Presidents, 

Thank you for your leadership in your unit.  Your encouraging attitude is very beneficial as we all 
serve together as United Methodist Women.  I encourage you to help your unit see beyond your lo-
cal church to realize the worldwide reach of United Methodist Women for God’s mission today. 

Thank you for using UMW resources as you fulfill our Purpose. The Spiritual Growth yearly-study, 
our daily Bible reading, and the Program Book’s lessons all help us “to know God and to experience 
freedom through Jesus Christ”. As we meet together as circle members, as unit members and as 
district members, we “develop a creative, supportive fellowship”. The articles and the pictures in Re-
sponse and praying the Prayer Calendar “expand our concepts of mission through participation in 
the global ministries of the church”. Then our Mission Giving makes mission possible to many in 
God’s world. Faith, Hope and Love in Action! 

Your district officers provide opportunities for you to embrace our Purpose.  At our recent District 
Mission Study Day, we were taught and challenged by Rev. Jon Disburg as he led us in the study of 
three missionary conferences.  We experienced warm hospitality from the UMW members of Eagle 
Grove.  I experienced a great time of UMW-ing. (this is my husband’s term for meeting with UMW 
members). 

The next district event is District Day Apart on April 24 at Fort Dodge Trinity United Methodist 
Church.  Bring a carload from your unit for an experience of spiritual growth.  (See flyer on Page 10 
of  this issue.) 

Our NEW district event is UMW Sister Day.  Plans are being made for these two-county relationship-
building times.  More details will be coming in the next month.  I invite you and your members to join 
with your neighboring UMW members to celebrate our UMW Purpose. 

It will be my joy to join other North Central District UMW members as we travel to Columbus, Ohio, 
for UMW Assembly in May.  If you cannot attend, check the UMW website for what’s happening at 
Assembly.  I also look forward to spending time with many of you at Mission U in July.  Note the  
Mission u registration form and information included with this issue in case you didn’t receive the 
one emailed to you on March 23rd. 

See you at our District and Conference events.  I’d like to close with the words of the refrain of our 
theme song:  “We are called to act with justice, and we are called to love tenderly, and we are 
called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God!” (The Faith We Sing), page 2172.  Words 
and music by David Haas. 
 

 Peace and joy,  

 Jean Sheets 

 1930 Echo Ave. 
 Britt, Iowa 
 641-843-4582 
 sheetsec@ncn.net 
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Greetings from your NCD UMW Vice President! 

We are called as women. 

The Bible tells us in the New Testament that women followed Jesus during the most difficult and 
dangerous point in his ministry.  We have only to look to Luke to read how they even supported his 
teaching with their own resources.  They were there when he suffered on the cross and they did not 
turn away or distance themselves after he died  Instead, they courageously followed him to the 
tomb.  These women were chosen to be the first to share the most powerful message of our Chris-
tian faith.  He is risen! 
 
Jesus intentionally chose and entrusted women to carry this important news.  They were the first to  

tell the disciples that Jesus was risen from the dead.  The disciples then went and told the world. 

As Christian women, our purpose is to respond to the call over our lives for we were created in 

Christ Jesus for good works. I am excited to share that the North Central District Annual meeting 

will be held on Saturday, September 15th at the Garner United Methodist Church.  This is my home 

church and the women in our church are just awesome!  The August issue of the Flaming Fortress 

will hold more information so be watching for details and plan to attend if you can.  It will be our 

pleasure to host you. 

As we consider the last twenty four hours of Jesus’ life, I leave you with the last two lines from a 
favorite hymn by Isaac Watts, “Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 

Let us be as passionate about our call to discipleship as those women of the New Testament and 

really live out our purpose as United Methodist Women. 

All is grace. 
Debra Hill 
825 11th St. Place      
Garner, IA 50438 
641-923-3248 
artwoman825@gmail.com 

 

PURPOSE of UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women 

shall be a community of women  

whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience  

freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; 

to develop a creative, supportive fellowship;  

and to expand concepts of mission through participation  

in the global ministries of the church.  

mailto:Artwoman825@gmail.com
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Greetings from your NCD UMW Treasurer! 
Dear Treasurers,  
 As I write this I have had the great joy to welcome grandchild number 7 to our family. What a 
blessing! In fact, that is the reason I was unable to be with you at the March Mission Study day. I 
hope those of you who attended, were blessed. If you need Gift in Mission cards, or other supplies 
from me, please contact me so I can send them to you. I plan to be at our district Spiritual Day Apart 
in Fort Dodge on April 24, so you can also get materials then. The 5 Star certificates will  be there 
for you to pick up as well.  
 If you are a new treasurer this year, welcome. I have forms and instructions I can send to you 
to help you. You simply need to let me know. I am happy to return phone calls for any questions.  
 A reminder that the Legacy Fund is a permanent endowment held at the National Office of 
UMW in New York.  Income from the Legacy Fund will ensure the future of United Methodist Wom-
en missions. Legacy Fund donors are encouraged to mail their gifts directly to the National Office. 
The address is:  

United Methodist Women: Treasurer’s Office  
475 Riverside Drive, Room 1503  
New York, NY 10115  

Make your check out to United Methodist Women and in the memo line write Legacy Fund. If the gift 
is given in honor or in memory of someone, include the name as well as the name and mailing and 
email address of the donor. Legacy Funds will be continuously received through 2019 when United 
Methodist Women celebrate our 150

th
 anniversary. You can also access the website for other op-

tions in giving:  unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund   
 This year our North Central District missed making our Pledge to Conference by about $500. 
Our Pledge amount was $97,000. That pledge amount remains for this year of 2018. I use the infor-
mation you give me to decide if we need to adjust the pledge amount, so please fill out the infor-
mation below and send to me. You can email me this information or phone it to me.  Any way is fine. 
I just need your best estimate on what your pledge can be for 2019.  Prayerfully consider what your 
unit can do. There is so much work to be done.   
 

Kathy Sautter 
1041 S. Illinois Ave.  
Mason City, IA 50401 
641-423-2742 
ksautter64@gmail.com  

 

**********************************************************************************************************  
Unit Pledge for 2019  
 
Name of Unit:__________________________  Town where located:____________________  
 
Our Pledge to Mission for 2018:  $___________________  
 
Signed:  _________________________________________ 
 
Send by June 1, 2018 to:   Kathy Sautter   
     1041 S. Illinois Ave.  
     Mason City, IA 50401  
     Email:  ksautter64@gmail.com  
  

mailto:ksautter64@gmail.com
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Greetings from your NCD UMW Secretary  

I am writing this a few short hours after returning home from a wonderful sunny day after  

attending the UMW Mission Study at the Eagle Grove United Methodist Church.  Thank you to 

the Eagle Grove United Methodist Women for hosting the day.  Great job!  We were 53 in at-

tendance but room for so many more.  Jon Disburg was a fantastic speaker on Mission Confer-

ences of the United Methodist Church and really opened our eyes to the lives and needs of our 

Native American’s.  More than one tear was shed.  

In the spirit of our theme for 2018, “We are Called”,  I pray more units will be able to attend the 

Spiritual Growth-Day Apart session on Tuesday, April 24 at Fort Dodge.  If anyone north of or 

close to Titonka would like a ride to Fort Dodge on the 24th, please give me a call. 

Thank you to all the unit secretaries who have sent me the updates of their officer’s lists.  It is 

not too late to send changes if you haven’t already done so.   

We have had rain, hail, lightning and thunder.  Robins and geese have returned.  It is so good 
to know SPRING is just a few days away.   

Sharon Uken 

P.O. Box 356 

Titonka, IA 50480 

(home) 515-928-2362 (cell) 515-928-7610 

suken@netins.net 

      

Springtime Praises 

Bless the Lord of heaven above, 

Sing to God with thanks and love. 

Praise him for the joyful spring, 

bringing life to everything. 

Praise him for the blossom trees,  

birds and butterflies and bees. 

Praise him for the clouds and rain, 

and for sunshine once again. 

Bless the Lord of heaven above, 

sing to God with thanks and love. 

Taken from Prayers For All Seasons, by Sophie Piper and Elena Temporin 

mailto:suken@netins.net
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Spring Greetings from your NCD UMW  

     Education and Interpretation Coordinator 
As I write my article today for the Flaming Fortress it is a sunny, but chilly day.  The weather fore-
cast for later this week is for warmer weather.  With the warmer temps, the snow will melt and 
signs of spring will appear.  I’ve been seeing robins in my back yard for at least two weeks.  They 
are sure signs that spring is arriving.  
 
Attendance was good at our North Central District Mission Event on Thursday March 15

th
 at  

Eagle Grove United Methodist Church.  The Disburgs presented us much information of interest 
as we studied the Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the United States.  
 
Also, I’d like to remind you to bring those Mission Report Forms to your UMW and Circle meet-
ings.  That makes it easier to remember to fill in the forms as you actually do the certain activities 
listed on the forms.  The completed forms are due to be sent to me by snail mail by June 
30

th
.  You’ll find my address at the end of this article.  

 
My mother, Eleanor Rygh, passed away on February 3, 2018.  She was 92 years old.  She was 
healthy and living in her own home.  Her death was unexpected.  Her absence here on Earth has 
left a huge hollow in my heart.  She had marked Psalm 46 in her Bible to be used at her funer-
al.  Verse 1 & 2 of Psalm 46 begin “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in 
trouble, therefore, we will not fear.”  Verses 10 & 11 go on to say, “Be still and know that I 
am God, I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. The Lord God is 
with us, the God of Jacob is our fortress.  These verses have brought me comfort throughout 
these past weeks of grieving.  I was blessed with a Mother who loved her Lord and taught her 
family to do the same.  Now I must carry on and spread that love and peace that only God can 
give.  
 
Blessings & Peace,  

Diane Nall 

206 Linn Street 

Corwith, IA  50430  

515-583-2136 

diane_nall@hotmail.com                                     

  

HE  IS  RISEN! 
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Greetings from your NCD UMW 
                                      Membership Nurture and Outreach Co-Chairs! 
 
When you read this, we believe we can actually say, “Hello Spring”!  We think it's safe to say we 
will be looking forward to God's gift to us of green grass, flowers beginning to emerge and trees 
budding, all things that seem to happen in April and May.    

As we think of things in nature, we can relate that to our UMW.  We can try to attain new members, 
nurture those we currently have, and reach out to those who may not know what being a UMW 
member could mean to them.  When we think of our theme this year, “We Are Called” we can ap-
ply this to all aspects of belonging to UMW.    
 
The membership deadline for reporting for 2017 was * March 30

th
, but if you would still report, we 

would appreciate it.  The address is www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2017.  Or send the 
form to Sue or me.  (* Please see new deadline of April 3rd in this issue!)  
 
Also, remember to notify us when a member passes away, either with a funeral pamphlet, email, 
letter or phone call.  We are planning a Remembrance poster for our annual meeting again in Sep-
tember.  Thank you in advance.  
 
Until next time, 
Your friends, 

Sue Thomas  Rebecca Leigh 

1615 E. Elm Street  620 E. Call Street 
Algona, IA  50511   Algona, IA  50511  
515-295-3767  515-295-7335 
thomas3@netamumail.com   dleigh@netamumail.com 

HAPPY SPRING from your NCD UMW Social Action Coordinator! 
Spring is one of my favorite times of the year.  After the first rain everything is washed and buds of 
new life appear.  God has given us a beautiful land and people.  We need to take care of His crea-
tion.  
 
Springtime for me is a time of reflection and revitalizing my faith.  One of my favorite verses is, 
Mark 16:15 (NIV) [Jesus] said to them "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all  
creation."  To me that is God calling us to go into the world and get involved in projects to help all 
people and to take care of the land and animals. 
 
One project could be working on getting ‘The Reach Every Mother and Child Act’ approved.  If im-
plemented this act would work to prevent maternal, new born and child deaths.  It would give in-
sight of maternal and child health programs.  It would ensure that the US Agency for International 
Development uses the most effective programs.  This program is encouraging innovative ways to 
fund through public-private partnerships. We each need to do our part to make this a better world. 
  

Gail Hill 

PO Box 214 
Titonka, Iowa  50480   
515-928-2572 
gailhill@netins.net 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2017
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Greetings from your NCD UMW Spiritual Growth Coordinator! 
 

3-4 
We saw it, we heard it, and now we’re telling you so you can experience it along with 

us, this experience of communion with the Father and his Son, Jesus Christ. Our mo-
tive for writing is simply this: We want you to enjoy this, too. Your joy will double our 
joy!    1 John 1:3-4 The Message (MSG)  
  
I chose The Message version for the April Bible verse because I like the verbs in this passage: 
we SAW, we HEARD, now we TELL, so you can be a part of what we have experienced with 
God and his Son, Jesus, because we want you to ENJOY!   
 
These words remind me of a favorite hymn, Pass It On, UMH #572, which was published  
during my high school years. Verses 2 and 3 say this:  
 

What a wondrous time is spring, when all the trees are budding;  
 the birds begin to sing, the flowers start their blooming.   
That’s how it is with God’s love once you’ve experienced it;   
you want to sing, it’s fresh like spring, you want to pass it on.   
  
I wish for you, my friend, this happiness that I’ve found;   
you can depend on him, it matters not where you’re bound.  
 I’ll shout it from the mountaintop; I want my world to know;   
the Lord of love has come to me, I want to pass it on.   

  
I hope you all enjoyed a blessed Easter! By now you probably know that my time as your 
North Central District United Methodist Women Spiritual Growth Coordinator will be coming to 
an end, as Harlan and I prepare to finish moving to the Des Moines area. I have enjoyed meet-
ing and working with so many of you during the last two and a half years. May your work as 
United Methodist Women continue to bless your churches and the organization called UMW.   
 
Blessings, 

Deb Gillespie 

2504 Delaware Drive 
Webster City, IA  50595 
(319) 540-0182  
deb.harlan.gillesp@gmail.com 

Please see the revised enclosed flyer for the Spiritual Growth Day Apart on 
Tuesday, April 24th, 2018, at Fort Dodge Trinity United Methodist Church. 

This revision includes directions for entering the church. 

Thank you Deb Gillespie for the many, many hours you 

have served the North Central District United Methodist 

Women while you were our Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

serving as an officer on the Executive Board.  We will miss 

seeing you and hearing the many devotions and 

meditations you have done for us also.  Thanks 

again from the bottom of our hearts for your ser-

vice!  We appreciate YOU!    
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(Revised  * ) 

NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH—DAY APART 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Covenant Living  -  God’s Invitation and Our Response” 

Presented by Sheri and Bill Daylong, retired clergy 

“In a quiet and reflective setting, we will explore God’s invitation to Covenant Living.  

As a small and gathered people, we will experience, embrace, and embody the 

‘divine spark’ from within that encourages us to live fully into the redemptive and 

transforming grace of Jesus Christ.  Your presence with us will make a difference.  

Please come and help us to create an atmosphere of wondering, longing, and being 

where personal and community growth can come alive.” 

Tuesday, April 24, 2018 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

838 N 25th Street, Fort Dodge, Iowa 

9:00 A.M. to 2:30 P.M. 
 

*   Use the parking lot south of the church. 
Please enter by south door, both steps and a ramp. 

 
(Each car load please bring one large salad to share for lunch.) 
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Program Resources 

Until we have a new Secretary of Program Resources, please send your 2018 Reading 

Program Reports to: 

   Jean Sheets 

   1930 echo Avenue 

   Britt, IA  50423 

Reading Program Reports are due on June 30th.    Thanks! 

 

“Keep Reading...”It's your window to the world!” 

Greetings from your NCD UMW Communications Coordinator! 

By the time you are reading this SPRING will have arrived (on the calendar) at least!  It is too 

soon to know if we might experience a surprise spring snow storm or not.  (As I sit proofing 

this newsletter—winter did make another visit.)  We had about a foot of snow in my area.    

Either way we will accept that God is at work all the time in our own lives as well as in the 

weather! 

Continue to send any updates of your email addresses to Sharon Uken and/or me.  I still have 

some supposedly correct email addresses that fail to go through when I send something out 

for our district.  If you are reading this but did not receive your own email, please be sure and 

check your junk mail and add my email address to your email list.  Or if your email has  

changed recently, send an update to me so I can make any changes to my email records. 

I look forward to seeing you at our Spiritual Growth Day Apart on April 24th.  This year it is be-

ing held at the Trinity United Methodist Church in Fort Dodge.  The flyer can be found else-

where in this issue of the Flaming Fortress. 

Also (as separate attachments) with this newsletter is everything you need to know about  

Mission u for 2018 (if for some reason you didn’t receive the same Mission u attachments sent 

on March 23rd.   

Keep your email changes coming.  I really appreciate the updates and corrections. 

Blessings, 

Sally Redenius 

207 East Iowa Avenue 

Gilmore City, IA  50541 

Home 515-373-6346   Cell 515-368-3650 

sacuthbe@msn.com 

Happy Spring! 
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Greetings from your NCD Nominations Committee 

As I write this on the Friday before Palm Sunday, I am both sad and joyous as I know what hap-

pens next.  As He served us, let us serve Him.   

And that leads to our theme of “We are Called”.  The Nominations Committee needs your help.  

We have several positions to fill: 

  Secretary of Program Resources, aka Librarian 

  Two more members for the Nominating Committee 

  Social Action Coordinator 

  Secretary 

  Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

We appreciate all of the work that Iola, Gail and Sharon did.  None of us could do what we do 

without their help.  I’ve added Spiritual Growth Coordinator to that list, as Deb’s husband, Harlan 

Gillespie is moving on to a position with the Conference.  Thank you Deb, for all you did! 

All new volunteers and new ideas and suggestions for new officers are very much appreciated. 

“We are Called.  Are We Listening?  Are you Listening.” 

Easter Blessings to all of you! 

Barbara Petrone  

Co-Chair, Pat Hartwig  Co-Chair, Barbara Petrone 

707 N. Main   319 N. 1st Street, PO 476 

Kanawha, IA  50447  Ogden, IA  50212 

641-762-3233    515-275-2078 

hartfarm@comm1net.net    barbarap@netins.net 

                   

 

Marla Norman   Lavonne Hoover 

1950 170th Street  505 S.E. D Avenue 

Rutland, IA  50582  Gilmore City, IA  50541 

515-332-4861   515-373-6650 

jdnorman@ncn.net  lkhoover@mchsi.com 

 

JUST IN FROM THE NATIONAL OFFICE  - PLEASE READ! 

PLEASE SEND IN YOUR CENSUS COUNT—DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED! 
 
As we are closing in on the end of the census, we would like to thank you for all your hard work thus far.  

  

The current census deadline for submission has been extended to midnight, Tuesday April 3, 2018 due 

to the Holiday weekend.  The address is www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2017.   

  

Please note our office will close at noon on Thursday, March 29, 2018 and we will re-open on Monday 

April 2, 2018. 

  

Have a Blessed Easter holiday!       Thank you, On behalf of Khia Shaw, National Office  

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2017
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2018 MISSION EVENTS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

North Central District 

MISSION u  APPLICATION DUE—JUNE 1, 2018 

Mail Applications to: 

 Jean Sheets, NCD President  

 1930 Echo Ave. 

 Britt, IA  50423-8523 

Name  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address _________________________________________________________________ 

 

City _______________________________ Zip __________ Phone _________________ 

Summer Mission u—July 15-17, Marshalltown Community College, Marshalltown, IA 

Fall Mission u —October 19-21,  Marshalltown Community College, Marshalltown, IA 

Scholarships include registration and most meals.  Recipient supplies own transportation and 

overnight accommodations. 

______ Mission u for a first timer 

              (Applicant would be attending for the first time) 

______ Mission u for mother and child 

              (Mother attends Mission u and child (ages 6-10) attends Children’s study) 

************************************************************************* 

Choose one: 

 ______ What About Our Money?  ______ Missionary Conferences 

************************************************************************* 

My reason for wanting to attend: 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Save the Date 

Iowa Conference  

United Methodist Women’s Event 

Sunday, June 10, 2018 
During Supper Break 

Wesley UMC 

800 E. 12th, DSM 

Program: “Swedish Childcare and Family Policy Study” 

 Kelsey Smith, 2017 Recipient of the Theressa Hoover Community 

Service and Global Citizenship Award 

Supper Tickets:  $10.00 

(Write Checks to “Iowa Conference UMW”) 

RSVP to Myra Bowman:  jlmkbowman51@comm1net.net  

Or Call:  641-843-4086 

Mail Check and reservation form below to: 

 
 

Name(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 

Number of Tickets: _______________  Total Amount: _____________________ 

Unit/District: __________________________________________________________________ 

Myra Bowman, 911 Golfview Ave., Britt, IA 50423 

mailto:jlmkbowman51@comm1net.net
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN ASSEMBLY 

MAY 18—20, 2018 

GREATER COLUMBUS CONVENTION CENTER 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 

Through moving worship, inspiring speakers, immersion experience exhibits, rivet-

ing workshops and town hall-style meetings, members will leave Assembly with the 

knowledge, courage, and determination to change the world as part of a daring and 

compassionate 150 year-old movement.  

Registration begins September 1.  Cost is $295.00 on or before November 30th, 2017, then 

$330.00.  Registration must be online, so if you are not online, you might find a friend, rela-

tive, or church secretary who will register you online and share resulting emails about the Assem-

bly.  You may register at www.umwassembly.org.  We will keep a master list of attendees to keep 

you informed.  

May 17 is an Ubuntu Day for service projects in Columbus.  At least eight women are interested 

in going a day early.  Cost is $60, plus an extra hotel night.  You will designate that when you reg-

ister.  Transportation would be by carpool.  Let us know if you’re interested, and we’ll try to help 

with that.    

Hotels blocked for Iowa women are the Sheraton Columbus Hotel at Capitol Square ($139/

net before tax) and the Holiday Inn Columbus Downtown Capitol Square ($154/net before tax).  We 

have both double rooms and king rooms.  Both hotels have shuttle service to the Conven-

tion Center and are ½ mile away.  You will book your own room directly with the hotel via an online 

link, which we will share soon.  We need to give names to the hotels by December 1, or we will 

lose the rooms.  

Transportation:  If we have enough interest, the Iowa Conference will sponsor 

a chartered deluxe motor coach to leave Thursday, May 17, returning late on Sunday the 20th.   The 

bus will have stops across the state as pickup points.  You may also wish to drive or to car-

pool.  There is money available to pay for transportation, whether by bus or car, after Assem-

bly.  We are also hoping that some scholarships will be available.  

Contact us with questions:  Ritzanna Seaton, 1670 – 220th Street, Batavia, IA  52533, 641-693-

4145 (home); 515-577-9551 (cell); rdseaton37@gmail.com.  

Judy Marnin, 52635 – 770th Street, Anita, IA  50020, 712-762-4415 (home); 712-249-355 (cell), 

jjmarnin@midlands.net.  

Judy Marnin and Ritzanna Seaton are in charge of logistics.  When you register online, send to 

Ritzanna:  name, address, telephone number, email address, name of hotel, roommate, bus 

or car.  If you are unable to attend, it will be your responsibility to find a replacement.  

http://www.umwassembly.org/
mailto:rdseaton37@gmail.com
mailto:jjmarnin@midlands.net

