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2017 CALENDAR—North Central District IOWA Conference Schedule 

 

September 15      Executive Meeting, Webster City—Faith UMC  

September 16      North Central District Annual Meeting, Webster City Faith UMC 

October 7       Iowa Conference UMW Annual Meeting, Washington, Iowa  

October 20-22      Fall Mission u, Marshalltown  

                                              
IOWA-NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT NEWSLETTER 

AUGUST 2017 

 

LOCAL UNIT FORMS DUE:  
 October 1  Local Officers List to District Secretary 

 December 10 Cash Receipts to District Treasurer 

2017 PROGRAM PLANNING CALENDAR 

IOWA CONFERENCE  -  UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

August  26 Finance, Program Planning, Mission u and Leadership Team meetings, Ames First UMC 

September  1 Human Relations Day, CWU 

September  8 South Central District Annual Meeting, Albia 

September  9 Southeast District Annual Meeting, Columbus Junction 

September 16 North Central District Annual Meeting, Webster City Faith 

September  21 Southwest District Annual Meeting, Lenox 

September  22 Northeast District Annual Meeting, Dysart 

September 22 Northwest District Annual Meeting, LeMars 

September  23 Central District Annual Meeting, Des Moines First 

September 23 East Central District Annual Meeting, Clinton 

October  7 Iowa Conference UMW Annual Meeting, Washington 

October 20-22 Fall Mission u, Iowa Valley Conference Center, Marshalltown 

November 3 World Community Day, CWU 

November 18 Program Planning and Leadership Team meetings, Ames First UMC 

November  Leadership Development Days, St. Louis, MO 
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Mission u Registration (Same email, separate document to print) 
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Only 1 Office remains to be filled for 2018 
Won’t YOU be the one that steps up to VOLUNTEER for the last 
position needed on the DISTRICT BOARD   for next year? 

Praise the Lord!  Hallelujah!  Before this Flaming Fortress went 
to print our busy committee filled the office of Vice President. 
Only one left to fill for 2018!  Good job Nominations Committee! 

 

 

 

 

 

JOB DESCRIPTION : 

NOMINATIONS—This is a 2 year term.  The main responsibility for 
this position is to be on the Nominations Committee and help find 
new officers for the North Central District as needed. 

See Page 14, NOMINATIONS COM-

MITTEE, for the names and num-

bers of the committee members 

you can contact if you would like 

to fill this  position. 
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Greetings from your NCD President! 
“We greet you with the grace and peace that comes from God our Father and our Master, 
Jesus Christ” (The Message).  This is Paul’s greeting to the Philippians, and mine to you. 

Our Mission u theme is We are Called.  God is calling each of us  -  each in a unique way  -  but 
together as United Methodist Women.  Will you answer?  As we are away from our usual rou-
tines while at Mission u, maybe we (I) can be a better listener to that call to be in God’s mission 
here on earth.  I learned more of God’s faithfulness through the ages in our study, Living as a 
Covenant Community.  I heard the call to act and live in ways that care for and share the world’s 
resources in the Climate Justice study.  One of my reasons to care for our earth is my grandkids 
and great-grandkids.  What’s your reason?  Share these at one of your meetings. 

Twenty-three North Central District United Methodist Women members attended Mission u in 
July.  If you weren’t among them, I highly recommend attending the fall event of Mission u in  
October.  Our district sponsors scholarships for those attending for the first time.  Call me for  
details. 

Iowa Religious Media Services in Urbandale has a wide variety of videos relating to our mission 
studies.  Contact Sharon at 515-277-2920 or www.irms.org for information on renting. 

The UMW website is a good source to find out what’s happening in UMW.  You may find some 
program ideas.  Check it out at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org. 

Remember our four UMW priority issues for study and action:  
 (1) maternal & child health  
 (2) climate justice  
 (3) mass incarceration  
 (4) economic inequality.  
Learn more so you can reach out with God’s love. 

A reminder of the Fall events for UMW members:   
 District Annual Meeting on September 16 at Faith UMW in Webster City- officer training 
 Conference UMW Annual meeting at Washington UMC on October 7 
 Mission u at Marshalltown on October 20-22.  
  Studies available for children (6-10) youth (11-17 
Coming May 18-20, 2018 United Methodist Women Assembly in Columbus, Ohio. (Flyer on 
Page 15 in this issue.) 

How about a program at your unit where all share, “Why I am a United Methodist Woman”, and 
areas of concern that God is calling you to make a difference in this world?  Maybe new ways of 
being in mission will come to light.  As Jesus said in Revelation 21, “Look, I’m making everything 
new.” 

Thank you for your faithfulness to God’s mission through your participation in United Methodist 
Women. Please contact me with your joys and concerns. 

Peace and joy,  

Jean Sheets 

1930 Echo Ave. 
Britt, Iowa 
641-843-4582 
sheetsec@ncn.net 
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AN INVITATION FROM YOUR NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT VICE-PRESIDENTS!!!! 

WE ARE CALLED!!! This is the theme from Mission u that will also be our theme for the District Annual 
Meeting. Are you listening? Do you hear your call? 

All North Central District United Methodist Women members and, especially the officers, are being called to 
attend our North Central District Annual Meeting to be held on Saturday, September 16, 2017, at the Faith 
UMC in Webster City, Iowa. We are pleased to announce that our speakers for the day will be our District 
Superintendent, Rev. Harlan Gillespie, sharing his thoughts on “Living to the Lord” and some conference 
officers who will be presenting a skit entitled, “We Are One in Christ Jesus.” 

We would like to encourage all units to send their officers as we will be having L.O.T.E. sessions at noon. For 
those who do not know what L.O.T.E. is, let us explain. This acronym stands for Local Officer Training Event. 
This is a great opportunity for each officer of your unit to find out from the district officers what you should 
be doing in your respective areas. Treasurers will find out from the district treasurer about the latest forms, 
etc. that your job requires. Program Resources women can get great ideas from the district program re-
source person. Each of the 10 positions for each unit will have a training session which provides you with an 
opportunity to ask questions and find out how to do the best job for your units. This is not just for presidents 
so consider attending the District Meeting and L.O.T.E.! 

The Webster City ladies will be serving coffee and rolls as well as a delicious lunch. The noon menu will be 
Tater Tot casserole, fresh tomatoes and cucumbers, roll, and Texas Cake for dessert. A gluten free alterna-
tive will be offered at coffee time as well as at noon. They are planning on serving a chef salad at lunch. Child 
care will be provided, if necessary. 

Bidwell Riverside will be the highlighted mission institution this year. Courtney Durham, Public Development 
Director from Bidwell Riverside, will speak about their work and how United Methodist Women work to-
gether to help families in need. We are asking you to bring gift cards from Wal-Mart or Target instead of pa-
per products, etc. Gift cards are much easier to send than product items and they can buy what they really 
need as well. If you are going to bring a monetary gift for a love gift or whatever donation you wish to make, 
please make your check out to North Central District UMW. This is also explained on the registration form. 

Look for the registration form on page 5 in this edition of the Flaming Fortress, print it out and make as 
many copies of it as you wish. Then promote the annual meeting to your members and send all those regis-
trations to: Myra Bowman, 911 Golfview Ave., Britt, IA 50423. Notice the due date for the registrations is 
September 7. Please try to send them in on time. 

Let’s have a great representation at our annual meeting! Remember: WE ARE CALLED!!!! YOU ARE CALLED! 
Are you listening? 
 

Barb Trulson   Myra Bowman 

667 6th St. SW    911 Golfview Ave. 
Britt, IA  50423   Britt, IA  50423 
641-843-3387            641-843-4086 
russbarb1946@comm1net.net   jlmkbowman51@comm1net.net 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Please return this portion with your meal registration.  Make checks for meals payable to Faith UMC. 

 

Name of Unit:  ___________________________________________ 

 

Number Regular Meals:  __________ x $9.00 = Total $ ___________ 

 

Number Gluten Free Meals: _______ x  $9.00 = Total $ ___________ 

 

Number Children Snacks: _________ x $1.00  = Total $ ___________ 

 

            Check Enclosed $ ___________ 

Mail to:  Myra Bowman, 911 Golfview Ave, Britt, Iowa, 50423, phone :  641-843-4086 

North Central District United Methodist Women 

Annual Meeting  -  September 16, 2017 

Faith UMC, 2020 Superior St., Webster City, Iowa 

his is what God asks of you, only this… 

 To act justly, 

 To love tenderly, and 

 To walk humbly with your God. 

              Micah 6:8 

Registration and Coffee  8:30 a.m.  -  9:30 a.m. 

Meeting    9:30 a.m.  -  2:30 p.m. 

Speakers: Rev. Harlan Gillespie, District Superintendent 

  Skit by Conference Officers 

Bring gift cards from Wal-Mart or  

Target or bring monetary gifts for  

Bidwell Riverside.  Love gifts will also 

be received.  Make checks payable to:  

North Central District UMW.  Loose 

change can be contributed for Penny A 

Day collection. 

Church Address:  2020 Superior Street, Webster City, Iowa 

Directions:  From Highway 20, take exit 140.  Go north on Supe-

rior Street about a half mile.  The church is on your right.  Park-

ing is behind the church. 

Adults:  Luncheon is $8.00 + $1.00 Coffee/Roll Expense = $9.00 

Children:  BYO Sack Lunches + $1.00 Drink/Roll Expense = $1.00 

MEAL RESERVATION DEADLINE IS SEPTEMBER 7, 2017 

L.O.T.E.  (Local Officers Training Event) will be held 

during the noon hour.  Unit officers will get helpful 

hints from the District officers on how to do their 

jobs successfully. 

Day Care Needed: 

# Children _______________ 

Ages ____________________ 

Bring a sack lunch for each 

child along with $1.00 
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Greetings from your NCD Treasurer 

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Amen and 
Amen. Psalm 41:13 

This morning as I sit to write I am filled with thankfulness. Summer has been for me 
such a wonderful time of connection with family, friends, and events like Mission u. I 
pray that your summer has had glimpses of all of these too. And, it is not too late for 
Mission u. Think about the fall session. Look into it! You will be blessed. 

On the District level we are gearing up for our 2017 District Annual Meeting to be held 
at Webster City Faith United Methodist Church on September 16. Note that it is a little 
earlier this year. Please bring your officers and more and come to training.  I know 
many of you have been faithfully coming each year and I promise to have at least a 
few new tidbits to share. There is always something going on. We want all of your    
officers to be informed. This year our mission focus is Bidwell Riverside Center in Des 
Moines. Please follow instructions elsewhere in this newsletter on how to support 
them. Also, now is a great time to send me your Love Offering. No need to wait until 
September 16. 

I won’t repeat what you need to send to me to be a 5 Star unit in this article. Please 
refer to the last Flaming Fortress. I would just remind you that suggested donations to 
Bidwell Riverside, Shesler Hall, Hawthorn Hill, and Mission u are all $1 per member. 
Magazine fund remains at $1 per unit. If you do not have remittance forms, Special 
Mission Recognition forms or Gift in Mission forms please contact me. I can either 
email or send by regular mail. If you have a change in contact information or a change 
in officers, please let me know that as well. I want us to be connected. As always 
please contact me with any concern. 

It sounds way too early to be talking the end of the year, but it isn’t! All monies need to 
be sent to me by the December 10 deadline. Please plan for this now! December is 
busy for all of us, so if possible send it in November. 

Thank you for your part to serve women, children and youth for Christ through United 
Methodist Women. 

Kathy Sautter 

1041 S. Illinois Ave. Mason City, IA 50401 
641-423-2742 
ksautter64@gmail.com  
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Greetings from your NCD Secretary 

 
Where has the summer gone? The days are already getting shorter. If your summer is anything 
like mine, it seems to go by faster and faster with each passing year. 

One of my most enjoyable events this summer was attending my first Mission u. When asked 
why I was attending this year, I had to admit as a new District Officer, I was required to attend 
Mission u and the District Officers Training Event (D.O.T.E.). After my first experience at the 
conference, I also have to admit I am looking forward to attending again next year. The study 
leaders were very knowledgeable on the subjects that they spoke on. I chose the Missionary 
Conference sessions and learned a lot from Diana Northcutt. This was partly because of her 
past experiences while serving in the Oklahoma Conferences and working with youth mission 
trips. I strongly recommend everyone attending if you have not done so in the past. 

I want to add my thanks to the Conference Officers and study leaders for all their work and 
shared talents. The hospitality was great, the food was wonderful, the music was inspiring, and 
the resources will be shared locally. As United Methodist Women, we all have a challenge of 
service to carry forward. 

A helpful piece of information I learned at D.O.T.E. for secretaries was to ask for a written copy 
of Officer’s reports. Then I can document that “the Officer report is attached” rather than summa-
rizing lengthy reports. I will have handouts concerning this point and several others at our District 
Annual Meeting on September 16 at the L.O.T.E. for local secretaries, but I also wanted to point 
these out for our District Officer’s meetings. In addition to the Treasurer's written report, I would 
like each District Officer to write up a full-length report concerning relevant district information 
and print it out for me to collect at the meeting. Thank you in advance. 

“Lord, your covenant of faithful love is mine, just as you have promised.” 

Sharon Uken 

P.O. Box 356, Titonka, IA 50480 

515-928-2362 

suken@netins.net 

      

 

 

 

 

PURPOSE of UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women 

shall be a community of women  

whose PURPOSE is to know God 

and to experience freedom as whole persons 

through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive 

fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through 

participation in the global ministries of the church.  

mailto:suken@netins.net
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Greetings from your NCD Education and Interpretation Coordinator 

In Micah 6:8 we read “What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God.” 

Summer Mission u was recently held on July 16, 17, and 18.  The theme for the 2017 Mission u 
was “We Are Called.”  What are you being called to do?  There are many ways our Lord and Sav-
ior can use our help here on Earth.  Whether it be in your own community and church or elsewhere 
in our country or world, God’s people need our help.  Have you heard Him calling you? 

Last year we studied the topic of “Climate Justice”. We must continue to keep this topic upper 
most in our minds. We must do our best to maintain our planet and preserve it for future genera-
tions. This year’s mission study centers on the Mission Conferences of the United Methodist 
Church in the United States. These missions are so very worthy and need our support. It is the 
UMW vision that we may turn faith, hope, and love into action on behalf of women, children and 
youth of our world. 

I have received mission reports from 25 North Central UMW units thus far. If your unit participates 
and has not sent me their report, please do so immediately. I can still get your certificates ready for 
the NC District Annual Meeting which will be held at Faith UMC, Webster City, on September 16, 
2017. 

Regina Brett, 90 year old writer of “The Plain Dealer” of Cleveland Ohio, wrote an article entitled 
“45 lessons life taught me”. Lesson #39 states: “Get outside every day. Miracles are waiting every-
where.” I don’t believe I need to explain this bit of great advice. The miracles of 
God’s creation are waiting for us to behold. 

Have a blessed rest of the summer! 

Diane Nall 

206 Linn Street 

Corwith, IA  50430  

515-583-2136 

B  -  basic 

I  -  instruction 

B  -  before 

L  -  leaving 

E  -  earth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F  -  fantastic 

A  -  adventure 

I  -  in 

T  -  trusting 

H  -  him 

 

 

 

 

G  -  God’s 

R  -  riches 

A  -  at 

C  -  Christ’s 

E  -  expense 
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Greetings from your NCD Membership Nurture and Outreach Co-Chairs 
Hello to everyone. Hope your summer is going well and you have been staying cool with the ex-
tremely hot weather we have been having. It was nice seeing everyone at Mission u, and hope 
you had a meaningful time. It was nice to see familiar faces from previous years and also to 
meet some new friends. I was thinking that maybe that reminds us of our mission coordinator 
title, to nurture those we already know, and to outreach to new friends! 

We would like to thank those units again who submitted their membership reports for 2016 on-
line. Remember that moving forward we will be continuing to do it this way. If you aren't able to 
enter your information, maybe your pastor or church office would do it for you. 

We have a request for you in this newsletter. We would like to have a remembrance display at 
the annual district meeting in September. Please send us the names and dates of those in your 
units who have passed away since last September. If a picture is available, you could send that 
too. If you could send it by August 31st, that would be great. Thank you. 

Hope to see you in Webster City on September 16th for L.O.T.E. (Local Officer’s Training Event) 
and the rest of the day. 
 
Until next time, 
Your friends, 

Sue Thomas   Rebecca Leigh 

1615 E. Elm Street   620 E. Call Street 
Algona, IA  50511   Algona, IA  50511 
thomas3@netamumail.com  dleigh@netamumail.com 
515-295-3767   515-295-7335 
 

Greetings from your NCD Social Action Coordinator 
 Wow!  The fourth of July has passed.  That means summer is half over.  I hope everyone 
had a fun filled vacation. 
 With the theme of “We Are Called” Mission u helped us understand some of the projects 
we as United Methodist Women can participate.  We need to continue working towards our goal 
of making this a better world. 
 Some of the topics discussed were Climate Change, Justice for Our Neighbors, Living in 
a Covenant Community and Mission projects.  I was especially interested in the discussion of 
our carbon footprint.  There are steps each one of us can take to help our environment.  We can 
start with small changes.  Life style changes are not easy.  So if we continually make small 
changes we can fix some of the problems. 

 Just eliminating the usage of Styrofoam and plastic is a start.  By organizing our shopping 
trips to one time with several stops we can save gas, time and energy.  Good windows, doors 
and insulation saves money and saves on our carbon footprint. 
 We like to put change in a piggy bank and watch the dollars accumulate.  We need to 
change our wasteful use of natural resources.  Then we can watch the growth of a better world 
for our children and grandchildren.  When we all work together we can leave this planet a better 
place. 
 

Gail Hill 

PO Box 214 
Titonka, Iowa  50480 
515-928-2572 
gailhill@netins.net 
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Our Bible verse for September is from Psalm 
46:10a:  “Be still, and know that I am God!” 
These words are from the New Revised Stand-
ard Version (NRSV). At a retreat many years 
ago, we were taught to pray this verse by drop-
ping off a word at the end of each line: 

Be still, and know that I am God! 
Be still, and know that I am. 

Be still, and know that I. 
Be still, and know that. 

Be still, and know. 
Be still. 

BE. 

At Mission u this July, during the plenary for 
spiritual growth, a few people were asked to 
read the same bible verse from different ver-
sions of the Bible. Have you ever compared dif-
ferent versions of the same verse, or do you on-
ly rely on your favorite? And why do we have so 
many different interpretations? Simply put, be-
cause Hebrew and Greek do not translate ex-
actly into English! I have interpreted “Be still” to 
mean to quiet myself and listen. But when I 
looked up this verse in my Common English Bi-
ble (CEB) it says “That’s enough! Now know 
that I am God!” When I read this, I feel chas-
tised! The Message combines verses 8-10, but 
the last part reads “Step out of the traffic! 
Take a long, loving look at me, your High 
God, above politics, above everything.” I like 
the Contemporary English Version (CEV): “Our 
God says, ‘Calm down, and learn that I am 
God!” That is exactly what I had envisioned –  
and when praying as above it ends with the 
word “Calm.” Bible Gateway is an excellent re-
source for comparing different versions of your 
favorite Bible verses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
May God bless the rest of your summer! 

Deb Gillespie 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
2504 Delaware Drive 
Webster City, IA  50595 
(319) 540-0182  
deb.harlan.gillesp@gmail.com 

 

PS:  The Bible verse for August  is Luke 11:28, 

sorry for the error. 
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Bible Verses – 2018 

 

January Proverbs 16:9 “We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps.” NLT 

 

February Lamentations 3:23 “Great is his faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning.” NLT 

 

March Matthew 6:14-15 “For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly 

Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not for-

give your sins.” NIV 

 

April 1 John 1:3 “We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fel-

lowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his son, Jesus Christ.” NIV 

 

May Psalm 133:1 “Look at how good and pleasing it is when families live together as one!” CEB 

 

June 2 Corinthians 1:3 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

compassion and the God of all comfort.” NIV 

 

July Luke 6:27b-28 “do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who 

mistreat you.” NIV 

 

August Romans 12:8 “If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generous-

ly. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a 

gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.” NLT 

 

September Proverbs 3:9-10 “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then 

your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.” NIV 

 

October 1 Kings 8:23 He (Solomon) said, “O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven 

above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants who walk be-

fore you with all their heart…..” NRSV 

 

November Psalm 52:9 “I will give thanks to you, God, forever, because you have acted. In the presence of 

your faithful people, I will hop in your name because it’s so good.” CEB 

 

December John 1:5 “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” NRSV 
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Greetings from your NCD Secretary of Program Resources 
 
How quickly summer comes and goes!  I hope it's been enjoyable for you and yours.  I also hope 
you have had time to “curl up with a good book”!  For me that's around bed time....what needed to 
be done for the day is either finished or can wait until tomorrow.  The house is quiet and it's “my 
time”. 

Food For Thought: You can find the Reading Program Lists on the internet: go to “UMW Mission 
Resource Center” website and look for “Reading Program”.  The resources are listed by the year.  
Try making a list and then checking your public library – you might find some of them there.  There 
will also be some you can check out at the upcoming Annual District meeting - September 16 at 
Faith UMC in Webster City.  See you there!! 

Remember: Keep reading – “it's your window to the world” 
 
Blessings to each one. 

Iola Chickering 

206 N. Roan Street 
Algona, IA  50511 
Telephone (Home) 515-295-7519  (Cell)  515-341-5547 
imchick@netamumail.com 

Greetings from your NCD Communications Coordinator 

Our summer is winding down.  We could use more rain, but we are thankful for what God has given 

us.  Here is Gilmore City we have had no major storms and the crops are standing tall.  We have so 

much to be thankful for! 

If you did not make it to Mission u in July it is not too late.  A registration form is attached again in 

this August newsletter.  All of the leaders and teachers put in a lot of time to make this a worthwhile 

time of Mission studies.  Of course my highlight is always the music led by Phil Carver.  I’m sure all 

churches wish we could have him for our music director.  He puts so much emphasis into all of the 

music.  He even writes some new words to old notes sometimes, which makes it even more interest-

ing and fun.  Of course the food is delicious also.  Everyone else seems to have covered what we 

learned in the classes! 

Keep those changes in email addresses coming.  I only am sending out 5 or 6 paper copies which is 

saving our District LOTS OF MONEY but it is necessary for me to keep your email addresses up-to-

date.  I appreciate all the help you all continue to give me by sending any changes you have on to 

me.  Each time I send out another newsletter I hope to have very few email addresses popping back 

to me not going through, but I always have some that won’t go through and I try to find the right ones 

but it isn’t always possible.  YOU are the answer to help me with this.  

Sally Redenius 

 207 East Iowa Avenue, Gilmore City, IA  50541  

 (home)  515-373-6346  (cell)  515-368-3650 

 sacuthbe@msn.com 
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2017  MISSION EVENTS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

North Central District 

MISSION u  APPLICATION DUE—SEPTEMBER 11, 2017 

Mail Applications to: 

 Jean Sheets, NCD President  

 1930 Echo Ave. 

 Britt, IA  50423-8523 

Name  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address _________________________________________________________________ 

 

City _______________________________ Zip __________ Phone _________________ 

 

Fall Mission u —October 20-22,  Marshalltown Community College, Marshalltown, IA 

Scholarships include registration and most meals.  Recipient supplies own transportation and 

overnight accommodations. 

______ Mission u for a first timer 

              (Applicant would be attending for the first time) 

______ Mission u for mother and child 

              (Mother attends Mission u and child (ages 6-10) attends Children’s study) 

************************************************************************* 

Choose one: 

 ______ Climate Justice  ______ Missionary Conferences 

************************************************************************* 

My reason for wanting to attend: 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

August 2017                                             North Central District—United Methodist Women 
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GREETINGS FROM YOUR NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE  

I apologize that this is my first article for the Flaming Fortress, but want you to 

know that we have been working diligently to replace our current officers, but 

without success!  

We have 2 positions to fill:   Vice President and one position on the Nominating Committee.  

Please think and pray about volunteering for one of these positions. If you have any 

questions, please contact someone on the nominating committee. Also, if you know of 

someone that might be interested, we would love to have their name and telephone 

number.  We will  contact them.  

It has been a great year meeting new friends and sharing our faith with others. God has blessed us 

abundantly and I pray that you will search your hearts and join us in the work of the NCD United 

Methodist Women!  

God Bless everyone!  

 

 

 

 

 

Co-Chair   Co-Chair 

Pat Hartwig               Barbara Petrone           Marla Norman            Lavonne Hoover 

641-762-3233   515-276-2078       515-332-4861           515-373-6650 

hartfarm@comm1net.net   barbarap@netins.net     jdnorman@ncn.net    lkhoover@mchsi.com 

NOTE:  After this letter was written, a Vice President for 2018 has come forward and volunteered! 

 

CERAMIC SOUP BOWLS 
ARE NEEDED BY OCTOBER 27 AT BIDWELL RIVERSIDE 

These will be part of a new fundraiser on November 2, 
called “Empty Bowls”, focusing on the food pantry.  

 
IF YOU HAVE SOME YOU DON’T NEED ANYMORE BRING THEM TO OUR 

 

DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETING 
in SEPTEMBER 

THANK YOU! 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN ASSEMBLY 

MAY 18—20, 2018 

GREATER COLUMBUS CONVENTION CENTER 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 

Through moving worship, inspiring speakers, immersion experience exhibits, rivet-

ing workshops and town hall-style meetings, members will leave Assembly with the 

knowledge, courage, and determination to change the world as part of a daring and 

compassionate 150 year-old movement.  

Registration begins September 1.  Cost is $295.00 on or before November 30th, 2017, then 

$330.00.  Registration must be online, so if you are not online, you might find a friend, rela-

tive, or church secretary who will register you online and share resulting emails about the Assem-

bly.  You may register at www.umwassembly.org.  We will keep a master list of attendees to keep 

you informed.  

May 17 is an Ubuntu Day for service projects in Columbus.  At least eight women are interested 

in going a day early.  Cost is $60, plus an extra hotel night.  You will designate that when you reg-

ister.  Transportation would be by carpool.  Let us know if you’re interested, and we’ll try to help 

with that.    

Hotels blocked for Iowa women are the Sheraton Columbus Hotel at Capitol Square ($139/

nt before tax) and the Holiday Inn Columbus Downtown Capitol Square ($154/nt before tax).  We 

have both double rooms and king rooms.  Both hotels have shuttle service to the Conven-

tion Center and are ½ mile away.  You will book your own room directly with the hotel via an online 

link, which we will share soon.  We need to give names to the hotels by December 1, or we will 

lose the rooms.  

Transportation:  If we have enough interest, the Iowa Conference will sponsor 

a chartered deluxe motorcoach to leave Thursday, May 17, returning late on Sunday the 20th.   The 

bus will have stops across the state as pickup points.  You may also wish to drive or to car-

pool.  There is money available to pay for transportation, whether by bus or car, after Assem-

bly.  We are also hoping that some scholarships will be available.  

Contact us with questions:  Ritzanna Seaton, 1670 – 220th Street, Batavia, IA  52533, 641-693-

4145 (home); 515-577-9551 (cell); rdseaton37@gmail.com.  

Judy Marnin, 52635 – 770th Street, Anita, IA  50020, 712-762-4415 (home); 712-249-355 (cell), 

jjmarnin@midlands.net.  

Judy Marnin and Ritzanna Seaton are in charge of logistics.  When you register online, send to 

Ritzanna:  name, address, telephone number, email address, name of hotel, roommate, bus 

or car.  If you are unable to attend, it will be your responsibility to find a replacement.  

http://www.umwassembly.org/
mailto:rdseaton37@gmail.com
mailto:jjmarnin@midlands.net

