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NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT NEWSLETTER-IOWA 

JANUARY 2018 

 

2018 PROGRAM PLANNING CALENDAR 

IOWA CONFERENCE  -  UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

January 11   Human Trafficking Awareness Day  

January 18   Advocacy Day, Des Moines  

March 2   World Day of Prayer  

March 8   International Bell Ringing for Women’s Rights  

March 23   149th Anniversary of United Methodist Women  

April 14   Laity Day with the Bishop  

May 4    May Friendship Day, CWU  

May 17-20   Assembly, Columbus, Ohio THE POWER OF BOLD  

June 9-11   Iowa Annual Conference of United Methodist Church  

June 10   United Methodist Women Gathering at Annual Conference  

July 15   District Officer Training Event (DOTE)  

July 15-17   Summer Mission u, Iowa Valley Conference Center, Marshalltown  

September 7   Human Relations Day, CWU  

September 15  North Central District Annual Meeting, Garner  

September 15  Southeast District Annual Meeting, Prairie View  

September 21  East Central District Annual Meeting, Vinton  

September 21  Northeast District Annual Meeting, Janesville  

September 22  Central District Annual Meeting, Indianola First  

September 22  Northwest District Annual Meeting, Cherokee, St. Paul  

September 22  South Central District Annual Meeting, Elston  

September 22  Southwest District Annual Meeting, Harlan  

October 6   Iowa Conference United Methodist Women Annual Meeting, Knoxville  

October 19-21  Fall Mission u, Iowa Valley Conference Center, Marshalltown  

November 2   World Community Day, CWU  
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2018 CALENDAR—North Central District IOWA  Conference Schedule 

January 18 United Methodist Woman Legislative Advocacy Day, Des M 

March 2  World Day of Prayer 

March 8  Bell Ringing for Women’s Rights 

March 15  Mission Study—Eagle Grove UMC, Snow date March 22 

April 24  Spiritual Retreat/Day Apart—Fort Dodge Trinity UMC 

May 18-20  UMW Assembly—Columbus, Ohio 

June 1  Mission u registrations due 

June 9-11  Iowa Annual Conference, Des Moines  

July 15-17  Mission u, Marshalltown  

September 15 North Central District Annual Meeting—Garner UMW 

October 6  Iowa Conference UMW Annual Meeting—Knoxville 

October 19-21 Fall Mission u, Marshalltown 

NOTE:    Watch your mail.  You will receive your Flaming Fortress 

   4 times in 2018 (not always the first week of the month):   

   January          April          August          October 

LOCAL UNIT FORMS DUE IN 2018:  

January 31  Program books due to District Friends 
March 30 Membership Reports to be submitted online.  Online address is: 

  www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2017 
June 30 Reading and Mission Reports to your Chairperson 
October 1 Local Officers list for 2019 to District Secretary 
December 10 Cash Receipts for 2018 to District Treasurer 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

Page 1—Iowa Conference-Program Planner 

Page 2—NCD Calendar; Unit Forms due dates 

Page 3—President 

Page 4—Vice President, New and previous  

Page 5—Treasurer 

Page 6—Secretary; UMW Purpose  

Page 7—Education & Interpretation 

Page 8—Mission Event Flyer 

Page 9—MNO; Social Action 

Page 10—Spiritual Growth 

Page 11—Spiritual Growth/Day Apart Flyer 

Page 12—Program Resources 

Page 13—Nominations 

Page 14—United Methodist Assembly Flyer 
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Greetings from your NCD UMW President! 
 “We are Called”!  This is our 2018 theme for United Methodist Women.  The Bible verse is Micah 6:8: “This 
is what God asks of you, only this…to act justly, to love tenderly, and to walk humbly with your God.”  This 
verse, along with our UMW Purpose, will lead us to new ways to grow (change) in our faith.  Will you answer 
this call? 

May I offer some L’s?  LISTEN as you pray to the call on your heart to grow in your spiritual journey—“to 
know God”.  LEARN about God’s world through reading Response, by participating in Mission u, engaging 
with our UMW program lessons, through prayer using the Prayer Calendar, and reading books from our 
Reading Program.  I believe this will LEAD you to open your heart to generously share your time, talent and 
treasure through United Methodist Women.  Together with other UMW members in our units, our district, our 
state and our nation we will make a difference in Jesus’ name.  And we will form special relationships and we 
will form thankful lives.  Our combined efforts make a difference in many lives in Jesus’ name. 

I am sad to report that seven units in our district disband in 2017.  I would like to encourage all of us to contin-
ue in God’s mission as United Methodist Women.  We have a great PURPOSE that has led us in the past 
and will continue to lead us.  Maybe the ways we live out that PURPOSE will change and help us grow in new 
ways. God asks us to use the time, talents and treasures we have (not what we don’t have).  Maybe a very 
small unit could go together with a neighboring unit.  I find it amazing what I can learn from other UMW mem-
bers!  There’s pages to be colored in our 2018 Program book.  Have you tried this?  Response has a section 
where units share what they are doing.  This could give you inspiration and ideas. 

Your district officers provide yearly opportunities for growth and encouragement.  We welcome each UMW 
member to come to the Mission Study Day (March 15), the Day Apart (April 24) and the District Annual meet-
ing with Leadership training (September 15).  All will provide you with renewed outlook (I believe).  Make it a 
date—I’ll see you there. 

IT’S NEW FOR 2018.  Plans are in the works for a multi-county get together this summer.  Two of the 
county groups have already set a date and place for this get together.  It will be a time to encourage relation-
ships with other UMW members.  If your unit would like to host this get together, please contact me.  Your 
District Officers will provide leadership.  Watch for updates. 

There’s still time to register for Assembly.  It will be held in Columbus, Ohio, May 18 through 20, 2018.  Check 
the UMW website for more information  OR CONTACT ME. 

SERVE WITH JOY! BE SUPPORTIVE! LISTEN, LEARN, AND LEAD AS YOU ARE CALLED IN THIS NEW 
YEAR. 
  GOD, HELP ME (US) SEE MY (OUR) ROLE IN YOUR KINGDOM WORK  
  THROUGH UNITED METHODIST WOMEN IN 2018. AMEN 

 Peace and joy,  

 Jean Sheets 

 1930 Echo Ave. 
 Britt, Iowa 
 641-843-4582 
 sheetsec@ncn.net 
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FAREWELL FROM YOUR NCD UMW Outgoing CO-VICE-PRESIDENTS! 
As we write our last article for the newsletter, we want to take this time to thank all the women we have had 
the privilege to work with over the last four years. A special thanks goes to the four churches that hosted our 
North Central District Annual meetings: Rockwell City UMC, Faith UMC in Humboldt, Ogden Community 
UMC, and Faith UMC in Webster City. We appreciate you answering the call to share your churches with us 
and all the extra work that entails. 

We also want to thank all the district officers on the executive board that we have worked with and that have 
helped us do our job. You are very special ladies and we are so happy to have gotten to know you! 

The new vice president for our district will be Debra Hill. We know she will do an outstanding job for the 
North Central District UMW. The annual meeting will be in Garner on September 15, 2018. Mark your calen-
dars now so we can have a wonderful turnout as Deb leads the day. 

As we finish our term for the district, we have decided to begin a new term as conference co-vice presidents. 
We encourage you to be listening for God’s call and to do what you can to strengthen the goals of UMW.  
Our UMW theme for 2018 is “We Are Called” and the theme song is the same title, “We Are Called.”  While 
we are just ordinary women, God can use each of us in our own way.  Keep listening for the call and sup-
porting UMW! 

Happy New Year and blessings to all in 2018!! 

 

GREETINGS FROM OUR NEW NCD UMW VICE PRESIDENT! 
It is a gift to meet you!  I’m Debra Hill, wife to my high school sweetheart, proud mother of two amazing 
adult children, and Grammy to three kiddos with the most precious of spirits. I look forward to serving as 
your new District Vice President.  I have absolutely no experience as a district officer but hope you will 
accept my best effort. I am a recently retired high school visual arts and talented and gifted instructor and 
loved the high school students with a passion.  I shall strive for that same passion serving as your District 
Vice President. 
 
Although being raised as what I teased my husband a “superior Lutheran”, I have been a member of the 
Garner United Methodist Church for the past thirty seven years.  I love my church community and appreci-
ate the talents that each and every member shares.  We rejoice in each other’s successes and bear with 
each other’s sorrows.  It is truly a “going home” experience each Sunday as we joyfully worship God  
together. 
 
As we face the new year together let us treat every morning like January 1st, with each day as a new re-
solve to serve others and to practice eucharisteo! 
 
All is grace. 

Debra Hill 

825 11th St. Place      
Garner, IA 50438 
641-923-3248 
artwoman825@gmail.com 

Barb Trulson 

667 6th St. SW 

Britt, IA  50423 

641-843-3387 

russbarb1946@comm1net.net 

Myra Bowman 

911 Golfview Ave. 

Britt, IA  50423 

641-843-4086 

jlmkbowman51@comm1net.net 

mailto:Artwoman825@gmail.com
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Greetings from your NCD UMW Treasurer! 
As I write this, we are in the 3rd week of Advent, where things start to get serious! If something doesn’t get 
done now, well, forget it! Even with all the demands of life, the units of the North Central District have accom-
plished a lot for United Methodist Women. As you read this most of the signs of Christmas 2017 have been 
put away and stored. But, the funds you have raised and sent in 2017 are at work in the lives of women, chil-
dren and youth around the world. Happy New Year! 

If you are a new treasurer, please make sure someone from your unit has sent in the officer changes and 
contact information to District Secretary, Sharon Uken. Her contact information is elsewhere in this newslet-
ter. Feel free to contact me if you need any help. I have forms and instructions I can email or send you. Get 
them now before you need them. I want to help make your job as easy as I can. Thanks for saying yes to be-
ing treasurer! 

There were 44 units who achieved Five Star status. Congratulations to all of you. Five Star certificates will be 
available for pick up at Mission Study and Spiritual Day Apart this spring. If any are left after these events I 
will mail them to you along with giving reports in June. 

A glimpse of what you gave in 2017: 
More than $74,000 was given in Pledge to Mission 
More than $ 9,000 was given to World Thank Offering 
More than $ 4,000 was given to Bidwell Riverside 
More than $ 3,000 was given to Shesler Hall 
More than $ 3,000 was given to Hawthorn Hill 

If you would like a complete report of our district’s giving or a year end giving report of your unit, simply con-
tact me and I will get it to you. 

Requirements stay the same for 2018 to be a Five Star unit. You need the following to qualify.  Any amount 
to Pledge in Mission. At least a $40 pin order or donation to Special Mission Recognition. (There are pins that 
are at a higher cost. Replacement pins are at a lower cost.) A minimum of $5 to Gift to Mission, donation or 
per card and a $5 minimum to Gift in Memory. Let me know if you need Gift in Memory cards. Any amount to 
World Thank Offering.  The Conference asks the same giving for 2018 as well. 

 Bidwell Riverside, Shelser Hall, Hawthorn Hill, and Mission u - $1 per member. 
 Magazine Fund - $1 per year. 

Thank you to all the treasurers who worked so hard to get their funds to me in a timely manner. I appreciate 
all the work you have done, as do Conference and National levels of United Methodist Women. You are the 
ones that make mission possible. Keep up the great work. 

 

Kathy Sautter 
1041 S. Illinois Ave.  
Mason City, IA 50401 
641-423-2742 
ksautter64@gmail.com

  
 

 



FLAMING FORTRESS NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT NEWSLETTER 

JANUARY 2018  NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT UMW NEWSLETTER 6 

MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR from your NCD UMW Secretary  

 
We are close to the end of 2017 and I am sure you are all like me and wondering where did another 

year go. Sorry to say, I still need help from some of the Unit Secretaries. I have received over half of the  

Local Officers Forms but still need the information from the rest of the units. Even if you do not have a 

change of officers, I would still appreciate receiving a completed form from your unit. I know some of the 

units have their election of officers at the end of the year so please remember to send me your officer 

information as soon as possible.  When you fill out the forms, don’t forget zip codes, e-mail addresses if 

available, and it is a big help if you write (NC) in front of the officers names if there is no change. If the 

officers are the same and addresses have changed I really need to know that.  I have had a lot of just 

address and phone number changes so far this year.  Thank you for paying attention to detail,  it makes 

a big difference in whether or not you receive information from the District.  My Friends Units for 2018 

are Clear Lake, Corwith, Mason City Grace, Somers and Thornton. I would like to visit one of your UMW 

meetings and share a program and District information with you. Please send me one of your program 

books or calendar of events as soon as they are available. January would be a good time to go through 

your records and weed out notes and information that is no longer needed in your secretaries files. A list 

of materials that should be archived and stored include:  one copy of the unit program book and directo-

ry of officers list, minutes, audits, materials of historical value and official papers.  

Determine where to house these records and make a list of materials stored and location for the secre-

tary and president’s information.  A neutral site is recommended, not home storage.  A big thank you to 

all the unit secretaries for your time and talents.  I also want to thank the District Officers for their written 

reports for the District meetings.  That was the best idea gained from DOTE.   

Wishing special joy to you and your families at Christmastime and all year through.  

Sharon Uken 

P.O. Box 356 

Titonka, IA 50480 

(home)515-928-2362 (cell) 515-928-7610 

suken@netins.net 

      

 

PURPOSE of UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a 

community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God 

and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; 

to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts 

of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.  

mailto:suken@netins.net
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GREETINGS FROM YOUR NCD UMW EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION COORDINATOR 

 
John 14:27 is my “go to” verse this holiday season.  Jesus tells us “Peace I give you.  I do not give to you 
as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 

As I am writing this article for our Flaming Fortress, I am not at peace.  The hustle and bustle of Christmas 
preparations is truly upon me.  I feel more unprepared for the Christmas holidays this year than ever be-
fore.  So why am I doing this to myself?  Am I too much “in this world?” 

I know that God wants me to spend more time in prayer, Bible study, and helping others.  All the 
“trappings” of our worldly Christmas celebrations will never bring me true peace.  So I will strive to do what 
God desires me to do.  The Christmas preparations will get done, but not at the cost of losing sight of the 
reason for the season. 

As your Education and Interpretation Coordinator it’s my job to remind you of our upcoming Mission Event.  
The North Central District Mission Event will be March 15 at the Eagle Grove United Methodist Church.  
The snow date is the following Thursday, March 22.  Jon and Leila Disburg will be our presenters on the 
topic “Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the United States.”  Jon and Leila pre-
sented at Mission U this past summer and we are very fortunate to have them present at our Mission 
Event.  Please put this date on your calendar and plan to attend.  You won’t be disappointed.  Look for the 
flyer in this issue advertising this event. 

Have a blessed New Year! 

Diane Nall 

206 Linn Street 

Corwith, IA  50430  

515-583-2136 

diane_nall@hotmail.com                                     

NEW YEAR PRAYER: 

Thank You Lord for giving me 

The brand new year ahead. 

Help me live the way I should 

As each new day I tread. 

Give me gentle wisdom 

That I might help a friend, 

Give me strength and courage 

So a shoulder I might lend. 

The year ahead is empty, 

Help me fill it with good things. 

Each new day filled with joy 

And happiness it brings. 

Amen. 

http://thedailyverses,blogspot 
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NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT MISSION EVENT 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 
(Snow date—Thursday, March 22, 2018) 

EAGLE GROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
421 W Broadway Street 

Eagle Grove, Iowa 

 

 

9:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.— Registration and Coffee 

9:30 a.m. to 12 noon—Morning Session 

12:00 p.m. to 12:45 p.m.—Salad Luncheon 

12:45 p.m. to 2:15 p.m.—Afternoon Session 

2:15 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.—Closing 

(Each car load bring one large salad to share.) 

 

 

 

 

Jon and Leila Disburg will be the 

presenters on the topic of  

“Missionary Conferences of the 

United Methodist Church 

in the United States.” 
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Greetings from your NCD UMW Membership Nurture and Outreach Co-Chairs! 
 

“WE ARE CALLED”.  What does that mean to you?  We hope it means that you might try to en-

courage someone to join United Methodist Women!  Or answer a call to serve in some capacity as an 

officer, or some mission work in your unit.  Remember, “WE ARE CALLED” to serve women, children 

and youth around the world, in any way we can! 

This is the time of year to remind you of a few things.  The 2017 census is due by March 30, 2018.  
Please send it on-line if at all possible.  The e-mail address is  www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census .  
They are really encouraging us to do it this way.  Each year has been increasing, so let's keep that trend 
going.  Also, your district friend would probably like one of your units 2018 program books.  Please send 
directly to them, not to the district vice-president.  And lastly, we would like you to send a funeral pam-
phlet, or at least let us know when a member passes with their name and date they passed.  We heard 
nice comments about having a Remembrance poster at our last annual district meeting.  Thank you for 
that. 

We would like to wish everyone a Happy and Blessed New Year! Have a safe winter, and stay healthy! 

Until next time, 
Your friends, 

Sue Thomas  Rebecca Leigh 

1615 E. Elm Street  620 E. Call Street 
Algona, IA  50511   Algona, IA  50511  
515-295-3767  515-295-7335 
thomas3@netamumail.com   dleigh@netamumail.com 
 

Greetings from your NCD UMW Social Action Coordinator! 
Can we share the joy of Christmas all year?  Let's try working with friends, family, and neighbors to make 
the world a better place. It just takes a little time and energy.  Maybe the Bible verse Romans 8:28 (NIV) 
can give us some inspiration. " We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose."  
 
Are you called to follow and help the most vulnerable, our children.  One of the ways we can support  
Maternal Child Health is by attending the United Methodist Women Legislative Advocacy Day Jan. 18, 
2018. It will be held at the Wesley UMC in Des Moines and at the State Capitol.  NOTE:  On top of Page 10 
is more information for this (taken from the November 2017 Connection). 
 
I hope you and your family had a blessed Christmas  
and the New Year will be filled with love and joy. 
 

Gail Hill 

PO Box 214 
Titonka, Iowa  50480  
515-928-2572 
gailhill@netins.net 

Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow! 
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Greetings from your NCD UMW Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
I am called.  You are called.  WE ARE CALLED.  This is our theme for United Methodist Women this 
year.  What does it mean to be called?  Pastors and lay persons answer God’s call.  United Methodist 
Women answer God’s call.  But sometimes we don’t want to answer.  We all get busy with other things, 
and pretend the call was a wrong number! 

Our Bible verse for January is from Proverbs 16, verse 9, New Living Translation (NLT): 
 We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps. 
How does God gently guide us in the right direction when we make our own plans?  We’ve heard it 
said that when a door closes, a window opens.  Perhaps the path is never a straight one in the first 
place, and God is guiding us on the way—God’s Way.  We like to think we are in charge—after all 
the world is rather messy—and it would be nice to believe we can control something!  But we know 
God has called us to be in a relationship with him.  All we must do is answer the call! 

O Lord God, who has called us Your servants 
to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden 
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, 
but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love is supporting us.  Amen 
Lutheran Book of Worship, p. 153; as printed in Soul Weavings:   
A Gathering of Women’s Prayers 

Blessings, 

Deb Gillespie 

2504 Delaware Drive 
Webster City, IA  50595 
(319) 540-0182  
deb.harlan.gillesp@gmail.com 

Please see the enclosed flyer for the Spiritual Growth Day Apart on 
Tuesday, April 24th, 2018, at Fort Dodge Trinity United Methodist Church. 

United Methodist Women Priority: Maternal Child Health 

The Reach Every Mother and Child Act 

Bipartisan legislation called the Reach Every Mother and Child Act (REACH) would put the world on a path to end preventable 

deaths of Moms and kids. In the Senate the bill was introduced by Senators Susan Collins (R-ME) and Chris Coons (D-DE). This bill 

will soon be introduced by the House of Representatives as well.   The REACH Act would:  

 Require a coordinated US government strategy for how our country would contribute to ending preventable mater-

nal, newborn, and child deaths.  

 Establish rigorous reporting requirements to improve transparency, accountability, efficiency, and oversight of ma-

ternal and child health programs. 

 Ensure that the United States Agency for International Development scales up the most effective programs.  

 Encourage the use of innovative ways to pay for these programs, including public-private partnerships.  

Urge Your Members of Congress to Co-sponsor the REACH Act 

Visit SavetheChildrenActionNetwork.org/Reach today! 

Save the Date!     January 18, 2018  

United Methodist Women Legislative Advocacy Day  

Wesley UMC and the State Capitol 

Details to follow!  
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NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH—DAY APART 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Covenant Living  -  God’s Invitation and Our Response” 

Presented by Sheri and Bill Daylong, retired clergy 

“In a quiet and reflective setting, we will explore God’s invitation to Covenant Liv-

ing.  As a small and gathered people, we will experience, embrace, and embody 

the ‘divine spark’ from within that encourages us to live fully into the redemptive 

and transforming grace of Jesus Christ.  Your presence with us will make a differ-

ence.  Please come and help us create an atmosphere of wondering, longing, 

and being where personal and community growth can come alive.” 

Tuesday, April 24, 2018 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

838 N 25th Street, Fort Dodge, Iowa 

9:00 A.M. to 2:30 P.M. 

(Each car load bring one large salad to share.) 
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FAREWELL MESSAGE from our NCD UMW Secretary of Program Resources 

Dear Friends, 

As I retire from the North Central District Leadership Committee, it’s a time of reminiscence.  Working 

at the District level is challenging and rewarding.  I found there were many things I didn’t know and/or 

took for granted.  Our leaders are women very dedicated to the task.  From my experience, if you or 

your Unit have questions, ask an officer.  They will either know the answer or know where to find it. 

It has also been a joy to meet and work with individual units.  I learned much from you and appreciate 

all you do for United Methodist Women. 

My thanks to each officer and to each unit member for making my time on the Committee so very re-

warding.  I hope to see you at District meetings in 2018.  It’s a great opportunity to learn more about 

United Methodist Women and to meet and share with other women who support our PURPOSE. 

God bless you one and all and “Keep Reading...”It's your window to the world!” 

Blessings to each one, 

Iola Chickering 

206 N. Roan Street 
Algona, IA  50511 
Telephone (Home) 515-295-7519  (Cell)  515-341-5547 
imchick@netamumail.com 
 

 

 

Thanks to Barb Trulson and Myra Bowman, our 

Outgoing Co-Vice Presidents, and Iola Chickering, 

our Outgoing Secretary of Program Resources, 

for the many, many hours you have served the 

North Central District United Methodist Women 

while you were on the Executive Board serving 

as an officer.  We hope we will continue to see 

you when we get together at our many district 

events!  Thanks again from the bottom of our 

hearts for your service!  We appreciate YOU! 
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GREETNGS FROM YOUR NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE  

What an exciting time of the year! We had our chlldren’s  Christmas program the 10th, and it was so 

much fun! So many goofs and laughter, but we had children as cows, donkeys and camels along with the 

shepherds, wisemen and the Holy Family. What fun it was! God came as a baby and Mary and Joseph 

were blessed in many ways. People were willing to help them. Maybe it was just a stable, but it was a 

wondrous event, a celebration! Jesus is here and with us every day!  

“WE ARE CALLED” - This is our theme for the coming year!  My question to everyone is ARE WE  

LISTENING, ARE YOU LISTENING?  We have a real challenge facing us as United Methodist Wom-

en. We are all struggling with membership in our local units and finding officers locally and in our district 

and conference. We need your help!  We want to thank Iola Chickering for her dedication as Secretary of 

Program Resources!  She has resigned because of health reasons and we wish her the best!  And so we 

are looking for someone that is interested in the reading program.  We will need two more women to 

serve on the nominations.  Deb Gillespie will be leaving us as Spiritual Growth Leader next year!  Our 

Treasurer, Kathy Sautter is also getting close to the end of her term.  WOW, do we have our work cut out 

for all of us as United Methodist Women.  Please remember that when we call, it is not just us calling to 

ask you to serve, it is God saying, “Are you willing to help?”.  Have a very blessed Christmas and a Happy 

and Healthy New Year!  

Pat Hartwig   

Co-Chair, Pat Hartwig  Co-Chair, Barb Petrone 

707 N. Main   319 N. 1st Street, PO 476 

Kanawha, IA  50447  Ogden, IA  50212 

641-762-3233    515-275-2078 

hartfarm@comm1net.net    barbarap@netins.net 

                   

Marla Norman   Lavonne Hoover 

1950 170th Street  505 S.E. D Avenue 

Rutland, IA  50582  Gilmore City, IA  50541 

515-332-4861   515-373-6650 

jdnorman@ncn.net  lkhoover@mchsi.com 

 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM YOUR COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR! 

As I sit here working on the finishing touches of this newsletter, I am also thinking of the many blessings I 

have received this past year.  I am also thankful for all of you who have sent your Unit Officers reports to 

our District Secretary, Sharon Uken.  If you haven’t sent yours yet, there is still time.  We can add them to 

our already-made lists.  When Sharon finishes with what she needs from the reports she sends them on 

to me.  I have all the email addresses keyed in now for 2018 except any new ones that may follow.  In the 

process, I lost some data, so had to redo most of them.  But I’m finally finished.   We have had way too 

many days of below zero weather, so I’m hoping this newsletter can warm your heart just a little bit! 

Wishing all of you a blessed and healthy 2018! 

Sally Redenius 

207 East Iowa Avenue Home 515-373-6346   Cell  515-368-3650 

Gilmore City, Iowa 50541 sacuthbe@msn.com 



FLAMING FORTRESS NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT NEWSLETTER 

JANUARY 2018  NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT UMW NEWSLETTER 14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN ASSEMBLY 

MAY 18—20, 2018 

GREATER COLUMBUS CONVENTION CENTER 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 

Through moving worship, inspiring speakers, immersion experience exhibits, rivet-

ing workshops and town hall-style meetings, members will leave Assembly with the 

knowledge, courage, and determination to change the world as part of a daring and 

compassionate 150 year-old movement.  

Registration begins September 1.  Cost is $295.00 on or before November 30th, 2017, then 

$330.00.  Registration must be online, so if you are not online, you might find a friend, rela-

tive, or church secretary who will register you online and share resulting emails about the Assem-

bly.  You may register at www.umwassembly.org.  We will keep a master list of attendees to keep 

you informed.  

May 17 is an Ubuntu Day for service projects in Columbus.  At least eight women are interested 

in going a day early.  Cost is $60, plus an extra hotel night.  You will designate that when you reg-

ister.  Transportation would be by carpool.  Let us know if you’re interested, and we’ll try to help 

with that.    

Hotels blocked for Iowa women are the Sheraton Columbus Hotel at Capitol Square ($139/

nt before tax) and the Holiday Inn Columbus Downtown Capitol Square ($154/nt before tax).  We 

have both double rooms and king rooms.  Both hotels have shuttle service to the Conven-

tion Center and are ½ mile away.  You will book your own room directly with the hotel via an online 

link, which we will share soon.  We need to give names to the hotels by December 1, or we will 

lose the rooms.  

Transportation:  If we have enough interest, the Iowa Conference will sponsor 

a chartered deluxe motorcoach to leave Thursday, May 17, returning late on Sunday the 20th.   The 

bus will have stops across the state as pickup points.  You may also wish to drive or to car-

pool.  There is money available to pay for transportation, whether by bus or car, after Assem-

bly.  We are also hoping that some scholarships will be available.  

Contact us with questions:  Ritzanna Seaton, 1670 – 220th Street, Batavia, IA  52533, 641-693-

4145 (home); 515-577-9551 (cell); rdseaton37@gmail.com.  

Judy Marnin, 52635 – 770th Street, Anita, IA  50020, 712-762-4415 (home); 712-249-355 (cell), 

jjmarnin@midlands.net.  

Judy Marnin and Ritzanna Seaton are in charge of logistics.  When you register online, send to 

Ritzanna:  name, address, telephone number, email address, name of hotel, roommate, bus 

or car.  If you are unable to attend, it will be your responsibility to find a replacement.  

http://www.umwassembly.org/
mailto:rdseaton37@gmail.com
mailto:jjmarnin@midlands.net

