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From the

Honored to be Among You

BISHOP

It’s difficult to believe that I have only been your episcopal leader
for several months. Since September 1, my life has been a whirlwind
of meetings! My first priority over these past ten weeks has been
to get to know the congregations and people of the Iowa Annual
Conference. I have done that by meeting with the Appointive
Cabinet (numerous times!), Administrative Cabinet (those who
administer the conference center), and conference center staff. I’ve
met with the Field Outreach Ministers (FOM’s), the SLI (Spiritual
Leadership, Inc.) Appointive Cabinet Team and the SLI Bishop’s
Bishop Laurie Haller
Operational Team. I’ve even met with the retired clergy, who are a
lively bunch of doers as well as prayer warriors!
I connect regularly with Art McClanahan, who is so skilled in producing videos for our website and Liz
Winders, who posts my blog every Monday. I’m also constantly meeting with Karen Dungan, Clergy
Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries and Bill Poland, Clergy Assistant to the Bishop for
Administration, who also doubles as my driver on longer trips. I connect on a daily basis with Diane
Brockmeyer and Sara Carlson, who so capably handle all the details of the Episcopal Office.
What gives me the most joy, however, is driving around Iowa, meeting clergy and congregation members
in their unique settings and rejoicing in the amazing ministries that are changing lives in every corner of
the state. Do you have any idea how the Wesley Foundation is making a difference on the campus of the
University of Northern Iowa? Have heard about how United Methodists are helping with flood relief in
Iowa? Are you aware of how our many Justice for Our Neighbors clinics are providing legal assistance
and hope to immigrants here in Iowa? Do you know that our local church pastors are leading change in
congregations and communities in every one of our 99 counties?
One of our greatest joint ministries in Iowa is Ingathering, a state-wide mission fest on the first Saturday
of November. By the time you read this, Ingathering will be over, but everywhere I travel, I hear about
the unique ways in which our churches and districts are raising money for missions. In the Northeast
District, the Gladbrook UMC hosted a gathering in September where I was able to dialogue with laity of
area churches. The women of the Gladbrook church had a display in the Fellowship Hall of all of the items
they had sewn, knitted, crocheted, quilted and canned for Ingathering. Every church represented at that
meeting was participating in Ingathering in some way.
Thank you for all the many ways in which you make a difference here in Iowa and around the world. I am
honored to be among you and can’t wait to see where God will lead us in the days and months ahead.
Blessings,

Bishop Laurie
THE REPORTER | NOVEMBER 2016
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Celebration Marks New Beginnings

T

he Iowa Conference community formally

your gifts and your spirit, your passion, your experience,

celebrated the beginning of Bishop Laurie Haller’s

your wisdom…and we will do our best to show you that

ministry as its Resident Bishop with a resounding

we love you.”

“Amen and Amen!” Accompanied by sustained standing
applause, she said, “I gladly assume, with you and among

In her sermon, entitled, “The Power of Yes,” Bishop Laurie

you, this ministry of Word, Sacrament, and Order…I am

invited the congregation, and the conference, to “Draw

resolved to serve faithfully and well the congregations and

the circle wide” so that “no one stands alone,” emphasizing

people of the Iowa area as bishop, pastor, and friend.”

that “we’ll stand side by side.” Her meditation was based
on the story of Jesus healing the “bent-over woman” (Luke

Attended by hundreds in the sanctuary of First United

13.10-17). As important as it is, Bishop Laurie asked, “If

Methodist Church, Des Moines, the Celebration of New

healing were all that was needed in our world then we’d

Beginnings featured vocal, bells, and brass choir, the

all live happily every after.” But there’s more the Bishop

presence of retired United Methodist Bishops Donald

advised – “Healing the woman is both a pastoral act and a

Ott and Deb Kiesey, lay and clergy presenting signs of the

prophetic act…healing not only calls for compassion and

episcopal ministry, Rev. David Sickelka bringing ecumenical grace, but it also calls for truth-telling and witnessing for
greetings, and Rev. Gary Haller, Bishop Laurie’s spouse,

mercy and justice for all of God’s children who are bent

who offered the prayers of the people.

over and burdened by oppression, violence, and misuse of
power.”

Mrs. Norma Morrison and Rev. Dr. Lilian Gallo Seagren,
Iowa Conference’s two representatives on the North

Noting that being bent over is often more than physical

Central Jurisdictional Conference Committee on

pain, Bishop Laurie offered a confessional thought. “As I

the Episcopacy, presented Iowa’s new bishop to the

matured in my faith and experience personal heartache, I

congregation. Leading the Covenant, Mrs. Margaret
Borgen, the Conference’s Lay Leader spoke of the many
ministries that a bishop is charged to lead and supervise
and along with the congregation said, “We promise to

Click here to see a Flickr album of images from the day.
Click here to watch the Livestream recording from the
service.

be, with you, faithful witnesses, serving justice, showing
mercy, and in all things proclaiming the acceptable year of
the Lord…seeking that oneness in Christ which is Christ’s
gift to us.”
Rev. David Sickelka, pastor of Urbandale United Church
of Christ, and president of the Iowa Interfaith Alliance
said, “Bishop Haller, we welcome you to Iowa and wish
you success in your new ministry.” More emphatically, he
suggested, “We need you desperately. We don’t need you
to be like us – we have us. We need you to be The United
Methodist Church, distinctive from the rest of the body of
Christ in your mission and in your witness.” Speaking more
directly to Bishop Laurie, Rev. Sickelka added, “We need
4
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began to engage in honest dialogue with people who were
not like me. It was then that I came to the realization that
I had been imprisoned by my false self, which was quick to
label, analyze, and categorize…as I offered prophetic and
pastoral care to the bent over people of my congregations
and the communities in which I lived and served, I
found Jesus in the very least of God’s children.” And
that brought about a new awareness for her – “In the
process, I not only discovered my true bent over self but I
discovered the power of yes.”
“As we begin our ministry together here in the Iowa
Annual Conference,” Bishop Laurie added, “I humbly
come to you with a ‘yes face.’ I come as one bent over
with a burden for the least, the last, and the lost. I come
among you as one who asks God every day for the
courage to be both a pastoral and prophetic witness
to God’s unconditional love for the world and for all of
God’s children.” Speaking to the freedom that comes with
that affirmation, she asked, “Will you say yes to facing
your own fears, claim your unique voice, and live as the
person God created you to be? Will you say yes, and with
standing up straight, knowing that Jesus not only heals
you, but also sets you free?”

In some closing words, the congregation prayed, “We
bless you, gracious God, for raising up among us your

Addressing the larger community Bishop Laurie encouraged

faithful servant Bishop Laurie Haller for the ministry

“congregations to dare to say yes to innovation, possibility,

of a bishop in your church. We pray that she may be to

and creativity so that one day the Good News of Jesus Christ

us an effective example, in word and action, in love and

will reach the far corners of the world and every person will

patience, and in holiness of life. Grant that we, with her,

stand straight, praise God and draw the circle wide.”

may glorify you by giving ourselves to others.”

As she began, Bishop Laurie closed her sermon singing

Great thanks to the scores of volunteers – lay and clergy

the Mark Miller hymn, “Draw the circle, draw the circle

– who helped in countless ways, from a greeting in the

wide.” Together, Iowa Conference’s new bishop Celebration

parking lot to the last bite and word and the post-service

community sang, “No one stands alone; we’ll stand side by

reception! Great thanks, too, for the musical leadership

side. Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.”

of Josh Morgan and Dr. Tin-Shi Tam.

An offering was received to support persons and

The service was live streamed and watched on nearly 300

communities in Iowa, and other areas, who have survived

devices.

recent flooding.
THE REPORTER | NOVEMBER 2016
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Gathering Creates
Conversation

“Do not fear, for I have
called you by name.
Do not fear, for I will
give you strength.
Do not fear, for my
grace is sufficient for
you.”

During the Orders of Elders
and Deacons and
Association of Licensed
Local Pastors Event

C

onversation was the order of the day at the fall
gathering of the Orders of Elders and Deacons and

Association of Licensed Local Pastors. Meeting at First United
Methodist Church in Ames, the clergy of the Iowa Conference
focused on the denomination’s effort to discover “a way forward”
as it addresses the unity of the church in regards to LGBTQ inclusion.
In her sermon during the opening worship, Bishop Laurie Haller spoke about
“The Terror of Ministry.” “What is it about ministry that terrifies you,” she asked.
“I’m sure it’s not just preaching. You’re afraid you’re going to lose your temper at
a church board meeting. It’s up to you to meet with two people who have been
feuding about who controls the church kitchen. You’re gathering with a family
who has experienced the death of a teenage child, and you have no clue what
to say. A staff member is deliberately undermining your ministry. The pledge
campaign hasn’t raised nearly enough money to meet budget needs, let alone pay
100% of your apportionments. You’re starting a new worship service and have no
idea if anyone will show up!”

6
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“Whenever I have been terrified by the stress and
responsibility of pastoring and have started to feel
sorry for myself, I have tried to imagine how terrified my
parishioners are at times. They, too, are anxious about
so many things,” Bishop Laurie noted. “Every one of us
here this morning has been called. We are all bound
together by our covenant connection. And we are all
bound together by our common experience of the terror
of ministry. My sense is that our terrors often revolve
around insecurity about who we are. Our terrors result
because we forget who is in control. We forget that the
Holy One created each one of us as unique, one-of-a-kind
individuals. We think we have to do it on our own and are
so hard on ourselves when we make a mess of things. We

of the General Conference, were proposed. Finally,

think that it’s our skill and our sensitivity and our vision

there was a commitment to continuing discussions with

and our knowledge that enables us to be good pastors to

the intention to “explore options to help the church

our flocks. Not so. It’s only by grace that we survive…God

live in grace with one another—including ways to avoid

says to each one of us today, ‘Do not fear, for I have called

further complaints, trials, and harm while we uphold the

you by name. Do not fear, for I will give you strength. Do

Discipline.”

not fear, for my grace is sufficient for you.’”
Rev. Katie Dawson and Phil Carver, who were on the July
Following worship Phil Carver and Rev. Lilian Gallo

2016 North Central Jurisdictional Conference’s writing

Seagren summarized the spirit and action of the 2016

team that crafted “A Resolution in Support of the Bishops’

General Conference of The United Methodist Church,

Commission.” That document would “allow the diversity

reviewing, in particular, the remarks of Council of Bishops

of theological perspectives to exist in our denomination

President Bruce Ough. A video clip from the Conference

and make space for a variety of contextually relevant

showed him discussing how the effort to gain a wider

ministries around conversations of human sexuality in

understanding of perspectives across the denomination

congregation and conferences as the Holy Spirit leads.” It

had an unintended impact that gave rise to rumors of

also called on the Council of Bishops to “cultivate within

separation.

their cabinets and clergy sessions a way that treats all
clergy respectfully and fairly whether their views are

The General Conference delegates asked the Council to

traditional, progressive, or indifferent on matters of

lead the church and issue a statement, which it did on

human sexuality.”

the following day of the worldwide gathering. Beginning
with words from Galatians 3—”all of you are one in Christ

Perhaps the most poignant moment of the morning came

Jesus”—the document expressed “a deep commitment

when Rev. Anna Blaedel and Rev. Gary Hoyt spoke about

to the unity of the church.” It went on to state the belief

respecting their strongly-held viewpoints about LGBTQ

that unity is “something we receive as a gift from God.”

inclusion in the church. While holding differing opinions,

In a “pause for prayer,” there was the hope that the

they agreed that taking the time to get to know others

assembly, and by extension, the church, could “step back

is crucial. Both clergy had been involved in a complaint

from attempts at legislative solutions and...intentionally

process that resulted in a dismissal by former Iowa

seek God’s will for the future.” Processes and next steps,

Conference Bishop Julius Trimble.   

including naming a commission to help devise “a way
forward,” with the potential of a special called session

Conversation—Continues on Page 8
THE REPORTER | NOVEMBER 2016
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Conversation—Continued from Page 7

The afternoon was devoted to small group conversation
about the Council of Bishop’s proposal and the
Jurisdictional resolution of support. In fives and sixes,
people turned to talk with each other across the pews of
the First Church sanctuary, perhaps a symbolic image of
conversation bridging divides.
Bishop Laurie Haller shared her observations of where
the United Methodist Church is and what she noted from
the days gathering. “We desire to be unified, but that
doesn’t mean that we all have to think alike. It does say
that we all have to love each other despite our differences
and be able to honor those differences…together we
express the wholeness of the kingdom of God.” She added,
“I have so much hope because as I look out at each one
of you and the wonderful, sacred conversation we had
today, listening to one another, realizing that we can still
be part of the body of Christ that is known as The United
Methodist Church and not be of one mind.”
The day closed with the celebration of Holy Communion.
Great thanks to Rev. Fred Lewis and the community of

Click here to see more images from the Orders of Elders
and Deacons and Association of Licensed Local Pastors
event.

First United Methodist Church, Ames, for hosting the fall
gathering of the Orders and Fellowship.
8
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Divinity and Diversity:

A Season of Change

T

he Central District welcomed its Ministry Team

welcome you. We celebrate your appointment…affirm

in a service of Celebration on Sunday, October

your leadership…[and] pledge to you our support in our

16.  Gathering under the theme “Divinity and

mutual ministry.”

Diversity: A Season of Change,” laity, clergy, a Conference
Superintendent and Bishop led nearly one hundred people

Rev. Jackie Bradford, Dean of the Bishop’s Appointive

affirming the leadership and supporting a mutual ministry

Cabinet/Northeast Superintendent, presented Naomi

with Rev. Dr. Heecheon Jeon – Superintendent, Naomi Sea

Sea Young Wittstruck as the Field Outreach Minister,

Young Wittstruck – Field Outreach Ministry, and Wendy

saying, “you have been assigned…to be among us…and

Lubkeman – District Administrative Assistant.

called to a special ministry of developing leadership and
resourcing church leaders for cultivating healthy and vital
congregations…to empower lay and clergy leaders and
to equip them to carry out the mission and vision of the
church.”
A Bible, bread and cup, Hymnal, Book of Worship, towel
and basin, stole, globe, and Book of Discipline were
displayed on the altar as symbols of the work of the
District Superintendency and District Ministry Team.
Bishop Laurie blessed the team.  “May God bless your
collaborative and cooperative effort in ministry,” she said,
“that your joint ministry.”

Rev. John Gaulke offered a welcome to Altoona United
Methodist Church and Angela Hansen-Abbas, the Central

Following the theme of the installation service, Rev. Jeon

District Lay Leader, introduced Bishop Laurie Haller and

spoke on “Divinity and Diversity: A Season of Change,”

other special guests.

based on Luke 4.18-29.  “We are living in a season of
change,” he said.  “Whether you like it or not, changes are

Together, the community declared, “Eternal God, by your

inevitable. But it is happening not just one time, but always

grace you have set us together in your Church…we pray

all the time. It means change is a natural cycle of life. As

[for] all who exercise leadership in your Church that they

long as we live, we are facing some kinds of changes along

may with diligence and faithfulness fulfill their various

the way.” He went on to ask, “ Do you tend to resist a

ministries…grant that we your people may follow them

change or passively ignore it or proactively adapt it?“

where you lead and minister faithfully in the world.”

Click here to read the full text of Rev. Jeon’s sermon.

Bishop Laurie Haller introduced Rev. Jeon as the

“If you resist changes, you will be most likely stuck in

Central District Superintendent saying, “you have been

a status quo. If you ignore them, you will be surprised

appointed…to be among us for the ministry of word and

or embarrassed by unexpected changes. But if you are

Sacrament and called to a special ministry of supervision

prepared and equipped to adapt those changes, you will be

and leadership as a chief missional strategist for the

actually living a life that is generative and creative for the

district.” In response, the community declared, “We

future.”

Read More Online—Click Here!
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Trinity Huxley

‘Excited’ Community Ministry

“T

hey get things done. When they get the idea,

motion.” This more organized, three-pronged approach

they pursue it and get it taken care of,” says

has been helping Trinity bring more outreach efforts to

Pastor Rick Baarda of Trinity UMC in Huxley.

fruition, and it has also activated many members of the

He’s talking about his church’s ‘Dare To’ teams: Dare to

congregation. “It gets a lot of people involved that usually

Pray, Dare to Dream, and Dare to Act It’s an idea that his

aren’t,” he says.

church came up with about a year and a half ago, to take
the idea of a dream team to the next level – so that they

“We dream about a lot of things that kind of go by the

could really start making those dreams come true.

wayside because we don’t know how to go about getting
them accomplished. That’s where we have some people

Daring to Make a Difference
“Prayer Team really takes on the initiative of praying
for our church, our congregation, me and our staff, our
community around us (especially our neighbors and
people surrounding), and also for what God is really
putting us out there to do,” Pastor Baarda says, describing
the process. “Then the Dream team, they come in and
they brainstorm, get a lot of different ideas, and that’s
when they start whittling things down to a certain
amount. Then the Dare to Act and Dare to Dream teams
get together, figure out which ones they want to pursue,
and the Act team takes it from there and puts it into

on the Act team who are doers, and they get things
done, and it’s exciting to see. It’s also exciting to see the
excitement within the church congregation.”

Back to School Fair
One of the latest results of Trinity’s pray-dream-and-do
efforts was a Back to School Fair, done in conjunction
with the local farmer’s market. They brought in a variety
of vendors, offering families everything from free
sandwiches and snacks to temporary tattoos and games.
Even the local doctor’s and dentist’s offices were on hand
to give kids and parents advice on keeping healthy. Plus,
in keeping with the spirit of the Change a Child’s Story
initiative, free books were given away to kids visiting
the fair.
“Just to see the amount of people that showed up and
the amount of kids that came, to see the excitement on
the organizers’ faces, it’s really great to see,” says Pastor
Baarda. “And all the kids we had, that was fantastic. It’s
just something that, for our congregation and everybody
involved in it, it just lifted them up and gave them a sense
that we can be part of this community and really change a
lot of things.”
Nearly 15 times the number of people that typically come
to the farmer’s market were there for the Back to School
event. “We had to close up really quick because storms
moved in about 6:30,” he adds, “but we had a lot more
there than what we planned on, so it was really a success.”

10
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More Plans to Engage the Community
Trinity UMC already has more seasonal events scheduled
before the year is out. They will be organizing a ‘Trunkor-Treat,’ where kids go trick-or-treating from car to car
in a parking lot, at an assisted living home in the area.
“We’ll have a trunk or treat, and then the kids will go
inside to the different people and couples in the building,”
explains Pastor Baarda. “They live about two blocks from
the church, but they don’t get out much, and people don’t
know really who they are. This gives a chance for them to
see the kids, and for everybody else to see and visit them.
So it’s a great thing.”

It’s just to be Christ to the world and the community and
neighborhood around us, and it really is opening the eyes

Then in December, the church will be inviting families to

of our congregation. It’s fun to see.”

the community center for a special holiday event, where
they will be providing free babysitting. “The kids will be

Pastor Baarda is excited to see his church focused on

able to shop for their parents at our little gathering there,

dreaming up new ways to engage with others outside the

and the parents will be able to do Christmas shopping

church. “It really humbles me to see what the community

without the kids for three or four hours. The kids get to

is seeing in our congregation and how we’re starting

pick out things for mom and dad from a bunch of things

to intermingle a lot more. It just brings a satisfaction in

that have been donated to our church for that reason.”

knowing that we’re sharing the love of Christ everywhere
we go. That’s one of our main goals, to be that city on the

Becoming Part of the Neighborhood
Pastor Baarda encourages other congregations to step
outside their comfort zones and see for themselves how
much communities like to see the local church involved. “I
have to say probably most all of communities would really
appreciate having us as congregations and churches move
out and really become part of the neighborhood in doing
different things like this. It just brings camaraderie,” he
says.

hill that people can see Jesus Christ through us as we’re
doing different things in the community.”

“Huxley’s a town of going on 3,500, 4,000 now, and a lot of
people in our church think they know everybody. Well, it’s
growing so fast that they don’t. This really opened their
eyes that this is one way that we can meet these people
and become part of the neighborhood, see what they’re
going through, see what they need from us as a church
and congregation. Not just to come to the worship service.
THE REPORTER | NOVEMBER 2016
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Change a Child’s Story Update

B

y now every church in the state should have
received a folder full of information to get their
church on board with the Poverty to Opportunity

Initiative known as Change a Child’s Story. If your
church has not received the mailing please contact
Patty at patty.link@iaumc.org.
Change a Child’s Story has been busy the last few
months trying to get the word out to congregations
who may not have started Change a Child’s Story in
their congregation. There are so many great things happening around the state. For example, Pastor Amy Johnson
organized a youth day at Adventureland to raise awareness of the program to our youth around the state. There were
about 150 youth who listened to an awesome band and donated hours and books to the program. It was amazing. We
are all together truly changing the face of poverty in Iowa by both reading books and donating books to kids in poverty.
The Task Force met to talk about the next steps of the program. We’d really like to pursue stories from congregations
about what they are experiencing while working on Change a Child’s Story. We are going to be making a video in the
next couple of months and are looking for people and kids who have been impacted by the program.
We are also looking for new members of the task force and for leaders in all districts around the state. If you
are interested in helping us—which entails talking to congregations in your area about the program and giving
congregations ideas that will help them reach their goals—please contact Patty Link at patty.link@iaumc.org.
Look for Change a Child’s Story to have a push at both Advent and Lent in the next few months. And as always, we
are here to help you in whatever capacity you need! You can also check out our Facebook Page @changeachildsstory.
You’ll love it!
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Iowa-Nigeria Partnership

A

fter over 25 years of partnership between
Nigerian United Methodists and Iowa United
Methodists, the Iowa Conference Board of

Global Ministries has decided it is time to step back and
evaluate the partnership. Nigerian United Methodists
are planning a Roundtable Conference in 2017 which
will include Nigerian United Methodists and United
Methodist conferences in the United States that have
been working in Nigeria; the planned Roundtable is an
opportunity to re-envision the ministry Iowa is doing with
our brothers and sisters in Nigeria, with other conference
partners also participating in the conversation and
discernment process.

Your donations for programs such as the Banyam
Theological Seminary, Church to Church partnerships,

To provide oversight of our conference’s activities in

and Village Wells are appreciated. The money we

and donations to UMC-Nigeria, the Board of Global

send to Nigeria is being administered by a General

Ministries, in consultation with Bishop Laurie Haller,

Board of Global Ministries staff member through the

has appointed a small task group that is accountable

Advance office. The INP kits that you have prepared for

to and will regularly report to the board. The task

Ingathering this year will go to Nigeria, but no kits will

group will have the responsibilities of overseeing the

be collected for 2017, so the Board of Global Ministries

projects currently coming to completion in Nigeria, make

asks that congregations please make UMCOR kits

recommendations to the Executive Committee over the

next year instead. Also, the Artemisia program will

disbursement of undesignated gifts that have been given

be suspended for the present, so donations for this

for INP’s work, be in communication with our contacts

agricultural program will not be accepted after this year’s

at the General Board of Global Ministries and Nigeria

Ingathering.

as needed, and select the persons who will represent
our conference if Bishop Yohanna invites Iowa to be

As plans develop, Board of Global Ministries will

part of the 2017 Roundtable. If Iowa participates in the

communicate them through conference channels such as

Roundtable, any recommendations that come from that

the web site, the Reporter, and district newsletters.

meeting will be brought to the Iowa BOGM for discussion
and decision-making.

If you have questions, please contact Mary Morris,
Chairperson of Iowa Board of Global Ministries,

Iowa has been learning from the General Board of Global

mjmorris_jm@hotmail.com or Karen Dungan, Assistant

Ministries about the “In Mission Together” program,

to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries, karen.

which is intended to build healthy, mutual partnerships

dungan@iaumc.org.

for ministry. The hope is that this model will drive any
future mission partnerships that are developed. For more
information, go to this article on the General Board of
Global Ministries’ website: In Mission Together Propose
New Ways to Partner in Mission - General Board of
Global Ministries.
THE REPORTER | NOVEMBER 2016
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Grace United Methodist Church
Marcus, Iowa

Fall 2016 Builder’s Call

S

ince 1871, the people of Grace
United Methodist Church
have been concerned with the

promotion of God’s Kingdom. Not just
in the local church and community but
also in regards to the larger programs
of the church and its institutions
within the conference and abroad...
This has been a glorious 145 years for
Christ and His church in Marcus, “and
it is our prayer that the coming years
may be fruitful for His Kingdom!”
In 1996, after months of deliberation
and prayer, we asked this question:
What would a vision for a future of
responsible ministry and evangelism
in our church include?

14
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We answered with:
• Spirit-filled motivational sermons
and leadership
• Small groups and Bible Study
• Relational evangelism through
community outreach
• Alternative style worship
• Youth ministry through a youth
center

From 2010 to 2012, Grace UMC

The Congregation of Grace UMC
embraced the following visions as
the church’s mission:
• Design and encourage Prayer
Teams
• Attract new families...furthering
the love of Christ through our
members and community
• Provide small Bible Study groups
including a strong Men’s group
• Hold Movie nights for families
• Include more variety in our
worship style including a praise
band
• Build an after school children’s
program encouraging a growing
faith
• Plan to grow the community of
Christ with a Multi-purpose room

The final phase of the Sawyer Center

implemented the first six items
on this list. In 2012, the vision for
a multi-purpose room became
the main priority. At present we
are completing this God-sized
Assignment.

project is the renovations needed
to expand the kitchen to adequately
support the missions of Grace UMC.
This new layout will give us direct
access to the Sawyer Center with a
large serving counter allowing us the
ability to serve meals to large groups
of people for receptions, funeral
dinners, and many other functions.
We will also be able to serve smaller
groups using an existing serving
counter that connects to
our fellowship hall area.

Watch | Listen | See | Download the IAUMC Mobile App

Since opening The Sawyer Center on
March 20, 2016, we have hosted:
• The Art of Marriage 2-day event
with over 25 in attendance
• Godspell performance involving
over 30 community members in the
cast. Over 500 attended the two
performances
• Wedding reception with 230
guests
• Children’s Theater Workshop for
16 children with adult guidance. 70
attended their 3-act performance.
• Funeral dinner with 130 served
• Baby shower with 30 guests
• Church Movie Night showing
Woodlawn on our Big Screen to
approximately 40 families
• Ecumenical Youth Group of over
25 students meets weekly. Youth
from the communities of Marcus,
Meriden, Cleghorn, Remsen,
Cherokee, and LeMars

•

•
•

During open hours seniors have
used The Sawyer Center for
walking, families for volleyball,
youth for basketball practice
AWANA games and family night
in May with 60 children and their
parents attending
Blend A-Capella Community
Concert with 120 in attendance

A few newly scheduled events:
• Youth Rally for area church groups
hoping for Pulse involvement
• Higher Power Gospel Quartet in
November
• MMCRU School and Community
Madrigal Dinner Theatre in
December
• IF: Gathering February 3 and 4,
2017
Send your tax deductible checks
to: United Methodist Builder’s, 2301
Rittenhouse Street, Des Moines, IA 50321

OR you may give through your local
church offering, specifying Fall
“Builder’s Call”.
For more information, go to
www.iaumc.org/builderscall.

Our Family Life Center is
named in memory of Sawyer
Leavitt, a teenager who died
too soon. One of Sawyer’s
greatest gifts was the
ability to make friends with
people, regardless of age. He
could sit down and have a
conversation with an older
adult or a young child just as
easily as he could with one
of his classmates. He could
make anyone feel welcome
and that is what we want to
happen in this building. We
want all who enter it to feel
like they belong and to feel
like they have a friend, not
only in the other people here,
but ultimately, and most
importantly, in Jesus.
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Commission on a Way Forward
United Methodist Communications, Office of Public Information,
Washington, D.C. | The United Methodist Council of Bishops has

The members of the Commission are:

announced the membership of the Commission on a Way Forward.

MEMBERSHIP

“After three months of diligent and prayerful discernment, we
have selected 8 bishops, 11 laity, 11 elders and 2 deacons to serve
on the Commission,” said Bishop Bruce R. Ough, president of the
Council of Bishops. “This group is representative of our theological
diversity.”
Ough said the makeup of the 32-member commission is roughly
comparable to U.S. and Central Conference membership.
All of the members of the Commission have already indicated
their willingness and availability to serve. The team of moderators
-- Bishop Ken Carter, Bishop Sandra Steiner-Ball and Bishop David
Yemba -- will soon convene the Commission to begin to organize
their work and finalize their meeting schedule.
The Commission’s mission is to “bring together persons deeply
committed to the future(s) of The United Methodist Church, with
an openness to developing new relationships with each other and
exploring the potential future(s) of our denomination in light of
General Conference and subsequent annual, jurisdictional and
central conference actions.”
The 2016 General Conference gave a specific mandate to the
Council of Bishops to lead The United Methodist Church in
discerning and proposing a way forward through the present
impasse related to human sexuality and the consequent questions
about unity and covenant.
The Commission is a group appointed by the Council of Bishops to
assist the Council in fulfilling this mandate. As such, the Council has
appointed bishops from across the global connection to serve on
the Commission alongside laity and clergy. While clergy and laity
will vote at a General Conference on these matters, the bishops
have the responsibility to lead the church. Thus, the Commission
is designed to inform the Council’s leadership of the General
Conference. After hearing concerns that the proposed composition
did not include enough laity, three additional laypersons were
added from the original pool of more than 300 nominees.
At their fall meeting (October 30 – November 2), the Council will
make a decision about a called General Conference and will review
a plan to conduct additional and complementary work in annual
conferences designed to broaden the conversation with hundreds

Jorge Acevedo
USA, Florida, elder,
male

Eben Nhiwatiwa
Africa, Zimbabwe, bishop,
male

Brian Adkins
USA, California, elder,
male

Dave Nuckols
USA, Minnesota, laity,
male

Jacques Umembudi Akasa
Africa, Democratic
Republic of Congo, laity,
male

Casey Langley Orr
USA, Texas, deacon,
female

Tom Berlin
USA, Virginia, elder, male
Matt Berryman
USA, Illinois, laity, male
Helen Cunanan
Philippines, elder, female
David Field
Europe, Switzerland, laity,
male
Ciriaco Francisco
Philippines, bishop, male
Grant Hagiya
USA, California, bishop,
male
Aka Dago-Akribi
Hortense
Africa, Côte d’Ivoire, laity,
female
Scott Johnson
USA, New York, laity, male
Jessica Lagrone
USA, Kentucky, elder,
female
Thomas Lambrecht
USA, Texas, elder, male
MyungRae Kim Lee
USA, New York, laity,
female
Julie Hager Love
USA, Kentucky, deacon,
female

Gregory Palmer
USA, Ohio, bishop, male
Donna Pritchard
USA, Oregon, elder,
female
Tom Salsgiver
USA, Pennsylvania, elder,
male
Robert Schnase
USA, Texas, bishop,
male
Jasmine Rose Smothers
USA, Georgia, elder,
female
Leah Taylor
USA, Texas, laity, female
Debra Wallace-Padgett
USA, Alabama, bishop,
female
Rosemarie Wenner
Europe, Germany, bishop,
female
Alice Williams
USA, Florida, laity,
female
John Wesley Yohanna
Africa, Nigeria, bishop,
male
Alfiado S. Zunguza
Africa, Mozambique, elder,
male
MODERATORS

Mazvita Machinga
Africa, Zimbabwe, laity,
female

Sandra Steiner Ball
USA, West Virginia,
bishop, female

Patricia Miller
USA, Indiana, laity, female

Kenneth Carter
USA, Florida, bishop, male

Mande Guy Muyombo
Africa, Democratic
Republic of Congo, elder,
male

David Yemba
Africa, Democratic
Republic of Congo, bishop,
male

of lay and clergy members.
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Reactions to Commission Being Named
By Tyler Schwaller

The Commission’s basic mission, as publicly
reported, does not address the motivating
question for its creation, namely whether the
UMC will continue to devalue and dismiss
the lives and ministries of those who are
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer
(LGBTQ). The mission does not even name
LGBTQ people. In this way, it has already
failed to do anything more than preserve the
status quo.
Two members of the Commission are openly
gay. Both are white cisgender men (i.e.,
people whose gender identity matches the
sex assigned at birth). It is unconscionable
that ordained clergy called to shepherd

By Rev. Gary W. Hoyt

As I reflect on the newly appointed
Commission, I choose to be hopeful.
I am hopeful that those on the Commission
will find ways to listen to those who are
under-represented on the Commission.
I am hopeful this imperfect, diverse group
of leaders will find deep, respectful, honest
connection with each other.
I am hopeful their dialogue with each other
and with others around the world as they
engage in their task, will lead to a growing
awareness of how people on all sides of this
debate are seeking to act with integrity and
love.
I am hopeful that if this group realizes
compromise on deeply held issues is not
possible, they will be courageous and faithful

God’s people and give prophetic witness
consider it acceptable to limit so severely the
access of LGBTQ persons to the table where
theirs are the lives primarily at stake.
One case-in-point signals all we need to
know. Tom Lambrecht, General Manager
of Good News, has worked actively to
undermine Rev. Amy DeLong’s ministry and
livelihood (e.g., prosecuting her for being a
lesbian). He is on the Commission, and she is
not. The Commission is structured in favor of
the status quo, and the status quo is to reject
and harm LGBTQ people.
But like the persistent widow, we will not
be intimidated by our unjust judges. Love
Prevails!

in offering a plan to a General Conference in
the next 18 months that allows laity, pastors,
and churches to move forward in directions
that allow us all to continue to live and
minister with integrity.
I am hopeful that whatever is recommended
to, and then whatever is approved by a
General Conference, will be received and
followed by all United Methodists - without
ongoing disobedience and acts of nonconformity. And, if it is not possible for some
people to live with integrity with what the
next General Conference decides, they/we
will be given ways to move on to a setting
where it is possible to live with integrity.

Tyler Schwaller is a doctoral
candidate at Harvard
University studying New
Testament and Early
Christian literature, social
life, and material culture.
He is currently completing a
dissertation on slavery and
early Christianity. Tyler is
also an ordained deacon in
the Iowa Conference and
connects the church to the
world through scholarship and
teaching.

Rev. Gary W. Hoyt, Ogden,
Iowa - Community United
Methodist Church is an
ordained elder in the United
Methodist Church, and has
been pastoring churches in
Iowa for the past 26 years.
As a founding member of
the Wesleyan Covenant
Association, he supports
the covenant that United
Methodists have agreed to in
regard to LGBTQ beliefs and
practices, as outlined in the
Book of Discipline.

I am hopeful this Commission and all the
work leading up to it, and all that is yet to
come, will be a way forward that finally
gets us beyond the brokenness we are
experiencing.
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United Methodist’s Student Day

A

cross the country, the people of The United

How does The United Methodist Church distribute the

Methodist Church are serving the people God

offerings received on United Methodist Student Day?

loves in Jesus’ name. We’re doing it at home, but

The treasurer of the General Council on Finance and

so often we’d like to do more.

Administration distributes net receipts, after payment

•

We want to serve those in other places who are

of promotional expenses, to the General Board of Higher

suffering.

Education and Ministry for United Methodist Student Day

•

We want to offer spiritual words of hope and life.

scholarships.

•

And we want to be well-equipped to do both!
How does one apply for a United Methodist Student

But the reality for most of us is that our responsibilities—

Day scholarship?

home, family, work—don’t allow us to engage with every

To apply for a United Methodist Student Day scholarship,

need we’d like to meet.

visit the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry
website.

Right now there are UMC young people—who might not
have had the resources to attend a school of their choice,

How can I give to United Methodist Student Day

or, for some, any school at all—who’ve been sent by you

offering?

into the world God loves because of your giving to United

You can give online to the United Methodist Student Day

Methodist Student Day. When you give generously you

offering at any time by clicking here.

are support these students as they prepare for a life that
unites faith with knowledge.

How can I order United Methodist Student Day
promotional resources?

United Methodist Student Day is one of six churchwide

Order free print materials online here or call toll free,

Special Sundays with offerings of The United Methodist

888-346-3862. Find downloadable resources and videos

Church. United Methodist Student Day calls the church

here.

to support students as they prepare for life in uniting
faith with knowledge. The special offering provides

Where should a local church send offerings for Special

scholarships for qualified United Methodist applicants.

Sundays?
Forward offerings to your conference treasurer’s office.

When do we celebrate United Methodist Student Day?
United Methodists celebrate Student Day on the last
Sunday of November.
Can our church celebrate United Methodist Student
Day at a different time?
Yes! If your local church needs to celebrate a Special
Sunday on a different date, that is fine! Do not let the
given dates prohibit your congregation from celebrating
United Methodist Student Day if you have a time conflict.
Click here to see UM Student Day video.
Click here for social media graphics, videos, PowerPoints,
bulletin inserts, preaching helps, e-books, and more!
18

THE REPORTER | NOVEMBER 2016

Watch | Listen | See | Download the IAUMC Mobile App

Say “Yes” to Camps!

A

nother successful camping season has passed

“We always tell our families in need not to worry about

with almost 1,500 families bringing youth to

finances getting in the way of coming to camp. If you say

Lake Okoboji Camp, Pictured Rocks Camp, and

yes to camp, we will say yes to you!” Johnson said.

Wesley Woods Camp. Camps help shape the lives of
tomorrow’s leaders through faith-based activities and

Registration for 2017 summer camp will open by the end

learning more about Jesus Christ.

of this calendar year, and many of last summer’s youth
have already pre-registered for their favorite events. For

Iowa United Methodist Camps continue to evolve each

more information, call the Iowa United Methodist Camp

year to meet the ministry needs and programming

and Retreat Office at 1-800-765-1651.

expectations of today’s youth and adults. Campfires,
archery and horseback riding continue to be staples
of camp programming while on-site rock climbing, gokarts and even off-site trips to amusement parks like
Adventureland and SkyZone have helped bring in new
youth to create a one-of-a-kind experience.
“It is amazing what can happen when a person is away
from normal boundaries and begins to explore life and
faith through a new perspective,” says Bryan Johnson,
Leadership Development Minister for Camping and
Christian Formation. “In many ways Jesus’ ministry was
about loving all people, all the time. Our United Methodist
Camps are some of the perfect places to practice those
skills in a safe, caring environment.”
All of the Iowa Conference camps place an emphasis on
safety, developing friendships and Christian Community
to create an impact on all people who enter that is felt
long after the end of the summer.
“It is my sincere hope that every person is able to
experience these wonderful campsites where God is truly
at work,” Johnson said.
In order to make sure everyone is able to attend and learn
more about faith, the Board of Camp, Conference and
Retreat Ministries has developed a Campership program
to meet the financial needs of youth and families. Without
generous donors, many youth would be unable to attend
an event.
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Bishop Visits Flood Survivors

O

n October 6 Bishop Laurie Haller visited with

Prayer shawls were presented to Pastor Dan

survivors of the 2016 flooding. Accompanied

Fernandez and his wife and to Pastor Ann Donat by

by Northeast District Superintendent Rev.

Rev. Catie Newman on behalf of the Disaster Response

Jackie Bradford, Field Outreach Minister Jaymee Glenn

committee. Pastor Dan and Pastor Ann also received

Burns, Conference Director of Communications Dr. Art

quilts at the healing and hope service tied, in part, by all

McClanahan, and Disaster Response Coordinator Rev.

present.

Catie Newman, Bishop Laurie met with people at the Shell
Rock UMC, Clarksville UMC, Greene UMC, and had an

Bishop Laurie led a prayer circle with the people who

opportunity, first-hand, to see the recovery work being

were at Shell Rock, Clarksville, and Greene as well as at

done in the Shell Rock and Green church buildings. The

the service in Nashua, asking blessings of strength and

conversation at Clarksville, where the church did not incur

hope for Pastor Dan and Pastor Ann, their worshipping

damage, developed some ways for church members to

communities, the communities impacted by the

help each other in the aftermath of the record flooding.

record flooding, and all who are struggling because of
catastrophic weather, including those in the path of

Clergy and lay gathered at the Nashua United Methodist

Hurricane Matthew.

Church in the afternoon for a service of healing and hope.

Click here to see images of Bishop Laurie’s
journey to affected churches and the
service of healing and hope.
20
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What You Can Do to Help
There are several things that you can do to help in the flood response…Rev. Catie Newman, Conference Disaster
Response Coordinator, has the following suggestions:
•

Pray.

•

Watch the UMCOR video about creating a bucket and make cleaning buckets.

•

Contact the District Disaster Response Coordinator in your District.

•

Give to Advance #223 for financial donations. Please indicate that number in the designation line on this page.

District Disaster Response Coordinators   (DDRC)
Southwest – Vicki Wedemeyer-Shriver,
712-249-6703, swidumcdrc@gmail.com

North Central – Paul Evans,
712-490-9693, gumcpastor@q.com
Central – Julie Wehner
515-201-8183, revjules@msn.com
South Central – Sharoll and Hal Edmundson,
641-673-4669, sharolledmundson@yahoo.com
East Central – Keith Pitts,
319-361-4255, pastorkeithp@gmail.com
Northeast – Contact the District Office, 319-268-7502,
Or Dennis Rippentrop, Charles City, IA 641-330-4083
Southeast – Arden and Karen Hughes,
319-621-3872, akhughs@gmail.com
Northwest – Jena or Kirk Manchester,
712-840-1834, jena.manchester@iaumc.net

Please call in advance and set a time to deliver your
Cleaning Buckets, to insure that someone will be available
to help you.

Your gift to UMCOR International Disaster
Response, Advance #982450, and UMCOR
US Disaster Response, Advance #901670, will
help UMCOR respond to needs generated by
Hurricane Matthew and other emergencies.

USA Today — Three weeks after ferocious Hurricane Matthew pounded Haiti, pockets of progress are visible on
the battered Caribbean island — but the situation remains grave. The Category 4 hurricane slammed Haiti with
145-mph winds, killing 546 people and injuring 438, according to the country’s Directorate of Civil Protection.
Some news media reports put the death toll near 1,000; the real number may never be known. Other statistics are
still sobering: About 175,000 people remain homeless, according to the government, and the U.N. says 1.4 million
need food assistance.
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UMW Annual Meeting
Welcomes, Studies, and Looks to Future

U

nited Methodist Women of the Iowa Conference

group.  “We have restless spirits.  Our spirits are restless

had their annual meeting on Saturday, October

because the Holy Spirit moves in us, calling us to action and

8, 2016.  Held at First UMC, Decorah under the

empowering us to soar.  A fresh wind is continually blowing,

banner of “A Fresh Wind Blowing – Come Soar with Us,”

and we cannot rest until all people in this world have food,

women from across the conference welcomed Bishop

shelter, clothing, and safety and experience the fullness of

Laurie Haller, met for breakout groups, conducted the

God’s shalom.”

business of an annual meeting, and endorsed their leaders
for the coming year.

“United Methodist Women have been organized for 147
years to bring healing to a wounded and broken world. 

Car parkers, hot coffee and treats, and greeters were just a

Almost one million United Methodist Women work directly

part of the hospitality offered by men and women of First

with two million women, children and youth every year. 

UMC and other UMW units.  That warm greeting welcomed

United Methodist Women have literally saved the lives and

some 36 women who were first-time attendees of the

brought healing and wholeness to millions of our brothers

annual meeting.

and sisters around the globe.  United Methodist Women
have a spirit of restlessness because we see the needs and

Bishop Laurie Haller, who was also experiencing her first

cannot remain silent.”

Iowa UMW annual meeting, spoke to the group, asking,
“Are You Living in the Overlap?” “The purpose of United

Bishop Laurie concluded, “Serve faithfully in God’s kingdom. 

Methodist Women,” she said, “is mission, but that mission is

Share the good news.  Make disciples for the transformation

also right here, among each other and in your local churches

of the world.  Take the authority of the staff.  Work together. 

as well as around the world.  You have touched more lives

And don’t let anyone or anything separate you from your

than you will ever know.  Thank you for being United

mission to change the world.”

Methodist Women.”
Sally Stromseth who gave some background on each
“You and I share something in common,” she told the
22
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the gathering in singing. Gladys Alvarez, Conference Vice
President introduced Decorah’s President, Pam Ransom
who officially welcomed us and Pastor John Caldwell who
was so glad that an Annual Meeting was being held in the
Northeast part of the state also welcomed us with some
humor.  
Linda Stauffer, Spiritual Growth presented thoughtful
devotions.  Rita Vallery, President of Iowa Conference
United Methodist Women, who had introduced Bishop
Laurie, presented her a sheet signed by women who
attended summer Mission u welcoming her to Iowa.  District
Superintendents, Pastors, and Past and Present Officers

•

Linda Peters gave Mission u presentation – it was held
in Marshalltown on October 21 – 23. 

•

Gladys Alvarez presented a first person drama
presentation on Martha emphasizing the North
Central Jurisdiction meeting, which was held in Grand
Rapids Michigan in June. 

•

Becky Heeren and Cleo Farris presented a skit
emphasizing the Inter-generational Mission Trip to
Costa Rico in March of 2017.  Women must be signed
up by November 2016.  An offering was taken to help
meet the Pledge to Mission from Iowa for 2016. 

•

New Officers installed were Lynn Calvert as President,
Becky Heeren as Secretary, Mary Taeger as Program
Resource Chair, Kathi Mitchell as Social Action Chair
and Dee Ann Wilson on the Nominations Committee. 

•

Professor Jill Phillips presented special Music from
Luther College. 

in Iowa and those who have served on the Jurisdiction and
National United Methodist Women were also introduced.
President Rita Vallery called the Business Meeting to
order.  Minutes were presented by Secretary Becky Heeren
and placed on file. Treasurer Ritzanna Seaton presented
the pledge to Mission for 2017, which was voted to be
$500,000. 
In other actions,
•

Cheryl Weesner presented the Nominations Report
and an election was held.

•

Shirley Pfeifer invited the Iowa Conference of United
Methodist Women to hold their Annual Meeting in
Washington, Iowa in 2017. 

•

•

•

•

Marcia Young presented the Legacy fund; women
were encouraged to make a contribution between now
and our 150 anniversary in 2019. 
Mary Taeger gave the Reading Program recognition
in the absence of Judy Beckler.  We had 764 women
participating in the reading program led by the
Northwest District having 202 readers. 

Following lunch women could choose between four
breakouts.  Barb Dale presented Climate Justice,
Unaccompanied Minors was presented by Kathi Mitchell
with six young people present who had fled oppression
and shared their stories. Gladys Alvarez and Rita Vallery
presented my Privilege Bead Experience and Emily
Johnson presented a breakout on Maternal and Infant
Health.  Superintendent, Jackie Bradford presented

Rita Carter gave social Action report.  She announced
that in 2017 there would be four gatherings in the
state on the topic of “Race: The Power of an Illusion”

Special Mission Recognition pins to women who have

Shirley Pfeifer presented the Mission Today
Recognitions.  There were 78 Platinum awards, 85
Gold 34 Silver and 19 Special Recognitions.  On top
of Mission u there were 262 studies around the state
in 2016.  This includes the district and individual unit
studies. 

The day concluded with Pastor John Caldwell and Bishop

completed their terms on the Conference organization.

Laurie leading the Communion Service.  
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Fall Gathering

Of Retired Clergy and Spouses

“W

asting Time with Jesus” was the title of

This style of worship includes simple repetitive music,

the message from Bishop Laurie Haller

sung over and over until it becomes a prayer. 100,000

to the full room of retired clergy and

visitors worship at the Taizé Community each year. It is

spouses who gathered for the annual Fall Gathering at

especially for young people and thousands from around

New Hope United Methodist Church in Des Moines on

the world camp, worship, study the Bible and play music

Tuesday, October 18, 2016.

there.

On a picture perfect Fall morning retirees came to catch

Together retirees repeatedly sang three Taizé songs

up on life, renew friendships and meet their new Episcopal

“Come and Fill,” “Nothing Can Trouble,” and “In the Lord”

leader, Bishop Laurie Haller.

while Bishop Laurie accompanied on the piano.

Rev. Bill Poland, Assistant to the Bishop for

Bishop Laurie went on to talk to the retirees about clergy

Administration, introduced Bishop Laurie expressing what

health which has been a focus of hers primarily because

a delight it has been to begin working with her and added

she has struggled with her own health at times.

“she is a person of deep faith and someone who is very,
very personable. I know you will appreciate her ministry

“Clergy are in need of deep rest,” she explained. “Rest

as I have already.”

that helps repair muscles, heals and helps you regain
perspective.”

“I have relied on the wisdom and the counsel and
experience of retired clergy for my whole career,” Bishop

Bishop Laurie talked about how she was a carefree child

Laurie said as she opened the morning. “You are my

in a small town in Pennsylvania who was always outside

heroes in the faith.”

playing. She loved to write, sing and play music and never
wanted to do anything but work in the church.

The morning worship was in the Taizé style. Taizé is a
meditative form of worship that originated in a small town

“Then I became an adult and was ordained as a pastor.

near Burgundy, France, during World War II.

In the busyness of raising a family and leading a church,
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I became consumed by never-ending demands of
ministry,” Bishop Laurie continued. “The work of leading a
congregation is never done, especially for someone with
my type A personality. Somehow along the journey, I lost
my way.”
After twenty years of pastoring local churches, she felt
that her love for ministry had almost gone out. She was
struggling with trying to balance caring for her family,
parishioners and herself.  She felt disconnected from God.
She was doing all these things for God, but not taking
enough time to simply be with God, to “waste time with
Jesus.”
Bishop Laurie read this quote, “One does not discover
new lands without consenting to lose sight of the shore
for a very long time.”
“What I was doing was consenting to lose sight of the
shore for what seemed like a very long time. And I was
scared. I had no idea where God would lead me,” she said.
because of the travel ban in place and rearranging her
Bishop Laurie was able to take a three-month recess from

plans, she was able to spend seven weeks in deep solitude

pastoral ministry by receiving a Lilly Endowment Renewal

in South Carolina. While there, she practiced spiritual

Leave Grant in 2000 to be used in 2001.

discipline—doing devotions, eating simple foods, resting,
reading and exercise.

Her renewal leave began in September 2001 and for the
next three months everything would go as planned—it did,

“The book that influenced me more than any other while

at least for the first ten days.

on my leave was by Rueben Job,” Bishop Laurie explained.
“A Guide to Retreat for All of God’s Shepherds.”

She spent the first 10 days with her parents. First fly
fishing with her father in Billings, MT, and then joining her

During that time she struggled with feeling worthless—

mother in Arizona.

that she had to produce something—but she learned how
to “waste time with Jesus.”

Then on September 11, 2001, everything changed.
Her planned trip Taizé was postponed for a few weeks,
“September 11th shook my world to the core as it did

but in November 2001, she traveled to France.

everyone else,” Bishop Laurie said. “I was feeling useless
and helpless—all I could do was trust God.” She read

The Taizé program lasts one week. On Friday’s they

a poem she wrote at the time from her book, Recess:

observe the crucifixion of Jesus.

Rediscovering Play and Purpose, titled “I’m Sorry.”
Fall Gathering—Continues on Page 26
After spending time with her parents, being stranded
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Fall Gathering—Continued from Page 25
“This was one of the most profound spiritual experiences
of my life. I placed my forehead on the cross as was the
custom. All God wants is for me to love God and Jesus. I
had lost and now regained my first love. God doesn’t care
about the 15 hours days if I have no energy left to ‘waste
time with Jesus.’”
“When I was at Taize I made the decision that I would

After her leave, she set new goals for herself:
•    Seek out worship when I have no responsibilities
•    Reading the Bible and other spiritual reading not
connected with sermons
•    Find a spiritual director
•    Find time every day to “waste time with Jesus”
•    Become more detached from my work–not seek worth
through work
•    Give up control
•    Start a Taizé service
•    Find more opportunities to sing, play organ, go to
concerts
•    Get enough rest

continue in ministry. I needed to make some changes to
my life and if I would do that I could survive in ministry

Bishop Laurie also wrote a new mission statement. “My

because that is where God was calling me,” she said.

mission is to love God and allow God to use me to make
a positive difference in the world. I vow to take care of
myself, my family and those in the church and community
I serve, and work to bring in the kingdom of God for all
people,” she told the retirees.
Bishop Laurie is an advocate for renewal leaves. She said
that not a day goes by that she doesn’t think about her
three months away. Her counsel to clergy is to work hard
but also work smart by doing contextual ministry. Take
care of yourself and your family and don’t forget to take
time for recess.
After prayer and benediction, time was taken for each
table group to come up with a question that they would
like to ask Bishop Laurie.
Bishop Laurie answered all the questions, gave advice and
inspiration.
After lunch, Joni Mardesen, Director of Human
Resources, met with the group in the afternoon to answer
questions about insurance and other financial concerns.
Click here to read more.

Click here to watch the video of the Fall Retirees
Gathering. Click here to see images from the day.

26

THE REPORTER | NOVEMBER 2016

Watch | Listen | See | Download the IAUMC Mobile App

How to thank your amazing givers
5 ways to increase giving in your church
Money can be a touchy subject, especially when we start talking
about how churches can increase donations. Here are a couple
ways to increase giving without feeling like a pitch-person.

TIPS!

Learn More

5 ways to increase giving in your church
Money can be a touchy subject, especially when we start talking
about how churches can increase donations. Here are a couple
ways to increase giving without feeling like a pitch-person.
Learn More

25 ways to affirm diversity
Several years ago, my predominantly white congregation,
if not dying, definitely was starting to lose consciousness.
However, things began to turn around as church staff and
leaders recognized the changing community — predominantly
Hispanic and working poor — and decided to be intentional
about embracing change. While we’re not a standing-roomonly congregation yet, we’re thriving. Here are some ideas
that might help your church as well. Learn More
Make your ministry announcements better
You’ve finally confirmed the dates of the upcoming youth
mission trip and want to make sure everybody in the
congregation hears the announcement.
While your goal is to get others to respond to a ministry
opportunity, the actual result may be that the message is
getting lost amid a plethora of other church business.
This article about preaching announcements is full of wise
nuggets to keep people tuned in. This one stuck out:

Online Training—
Available Anytime!
United Methodist
Communications Training
offers affordable online
courses, with professional
instruction available on
YOUR time.
They will can teach you
how to engage with your
congregation online,
reach out to seekers, and
share God’s love with the
latest Internet tools. They
will share best practices
for building a team for
welcoming ministry.
They can even help you
plan a mission trip to
improve the quality of life
in developing countries
through information
and communications
technology.
Don’t miss this valuable
resource!

Click Here

“Ministry announcements need a firm basis in scripture, and
sermons need more practical application.” Learn More
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‘Quite a Journey from God’
Calvary UMC Welcomes a New Era

“J

oyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory,

from the first worship service on the banks of Lake

Lord of Love” echoed through the sanctuary of

Okoboji, to the Circuit Riders and new settlers, to the

Calvary United Methodist Church as the Arnolds

Lakes Community Church and Calvary founding, to the

Park congregation consecrated its new building. The

mission and ministry in Arnolds Park and new beginnings

celebration for the community whose mission is “sharing

and a new church. Images from along the journey

God’s love with all” was the culmination a nearly eight-

were projected as people said, “let us shine our light of

year journey for a community that traces its roots back to

peace upon the waters…our light of Christ’s good news

1857.

wherever we go…wherever God leads us”

“Today we celebrate the completion of our church

Doris Welle, Chair of the Board of Trustees read

building,” members of the team said, and in response the

selections from Joshua, which led to Bishop Laurie

congregation added, “This is our house of prayer. But

Haller’s sermon, which was entitled, “Wade or Watch?”

we ourselves are the house of God, whose construction

“Grace and peace to each one of you,” Bishop Laurie

continues until it is completed and dedicated at the end of

said. “It is a joy to be here this afternoon to celebrate

time.” The community added, “The work we see complete

the completion of your new building.” She added, “This

in this building is physical; it finds its spiritual counterpart

is my first trip outside the Des Moines area as your new

in our hearts...[we] offer thanksgiving to the Lord our God,

episcopal leader, and what a beautiful part of God’s world

from whom comes every good and perfect gift.”

it is!”

The Rev. Dr. Sara Rohret, Calvary’s pastor, welcomed

She told the congregation that she had been in the area

those gathered in the nearly-full sanctuary and joined the

before – “Two years ago I and three other people…rode

celebration choir in “Come Build a Church”

our bikes a thousand miles in twelve days across the
North Central Jurisdiction from Brandon, South Dakota

Members of the church, including persons from the

to Port Clinton, Ohio. This was a fundraiser for Imagine

church council, lay servant, treasurer, shared the history…

No Malaria….The first day we rode eighty-two miles and
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stayed the night at the Lake Okoboji United Methodist

“It made the congregation proud that Bishop Laurie cares

Camp and Retreat Center. I had this image in my mind

about us and cared enough to come here and see what

that Iowa was a completely flat state, so that first day was

we’ve done and acknowledge that,” said Rev. Rohret.

a rude awakening for me, and my muscles were sore the

“Sometimes when you’re here in northwest Iowa…

next morning as we continued our journey. I loved every

it’s easy to feel like people don’t care or know that you

minutes of our ride through Iowa and am so glad to be

exist even, “she added, and “it was meaningful for the

living in this wonderful state.”

congregation and for me, personally that she was here.”

“This congregation has a long and rich history as a result

“The eight year journey of visioning and talking and

of that courageous beginning. For a hundred and sixty

looking at all the options,” as Rev. Rohret said, still has a

years, the gospel has been preached, this community has

long way to go. “There’s a lot of landscaping to be done,

been served, the Bible has been taught, lives have been

“she added. “We’re going to have a prayer garden and

transformed, and Jesus has been glorified.”

some walking spaces and an outdoor wedding space and
patio for outdoor events.” Yet, all in all, “It’s been quite a

“What does it take for a congregation like Calvary to

journey from God!”

remain alive, vital, and connected with the needs of their
community,” Bishop Laurie asked. She suggested that it
takes momentum – gained, first, by recognizing the need
for a new beginning; by having a clear and focused vision;
by getting everyone on board; by having the strength,
courage, patience, and persistence to act upon God’s will;
and by leaving a legacy.
In consecrating the building the congregation prayed,
“By the power of Your Holy Spirit consecrate this house
of worship. Bless us and sanctify what we do here, that
this place may be holy for us and a house of prayer for all
people…[and] send us out from here to be Your servants
in the world, sharing the blessings of Christ with the world
He came to redeem…We dedicate this place to You, O
God.”
Bishop Laurie asked, “Let the warm light of hospitality
shine on all who enter here. May all be refreshed by one
another’s presence and equipped to love their neighbors
as themselves. May the name of Jesus be proclaimed, and
the life of Jesus be lives such that all will know that Christ
is alive and dwells among us.”
The Alexander Trio, the Celebration Choir, and the music

Click here for a copy of Bishop Laurie’s sermon

ministry team of Calvary United Methodist Church

Click here to see a album of photos

provided special music for the service.

Click here to watch a video of the consecration service
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CCMC Chairperson Believes

Group Has New Opportunity

“W

e have the opportunity to live into what

responsibilities is the “oversight of missions personnel

we are called to do.” That invitation was

and missionaries we sponsor.” In addition, it focused on

among Rev. Paul Burrow’s opening remarks

“ethnic ministries that are beginning to really blossom in the

to the October 2016 meeting of the Iowa Conference

conference.” BOGM helped “with beginning new ministries

Connectional Ministries Council (CCMC). “God is doing a

in urban areas and in some rural areas” as well as engaging

new thing,” he added.

in mission education and coordinating with Volunteers in
Mission.

Connectional Ministries, according to the 2012 Book of
Discipline, “is responsible to focus and guide the mission

He notes that “CCMC’s mission is the same as that of

and ministry of The United Methodist Church within [the]

the church – to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the

boundaries” of the annual conference. As Burrow, the new

transformation of the world.” He describes the vision as

chairperson of CCMC says, “It is the body of the Conference

“how we do that.” The ways that CCMC carries out the

that oversees all of the ministries…it really is the body that

mission is product of significant reflection within the past

connects with all of the ministries that the Conference is

two years. “We determined that it [fulfilling the mission]

involved with.”

needs to be done in a collaborative manor,” he said, adding
that the details of “leading into a very change future” are still

More specifically, the Discipline calls the CCMC to:

being worked out.

envision ministries; create and nurture connections and
relationships among local churches, districts, the annual
conference and the general church; provide encouragement,
coordination, and support for the ministries of nurture,
outreach, and witness in districts and congregations for the
transformation of the world”; develop and strengthen ethnic
ministries; and be an advocate “to ensure that the church is
consistent with its stated values.” (Paragraph 608).
Burrow has been a CCMC member for a number of

Every CCMC member has a voice
“We are a body that needs to hear from all of the different
groups that are a part of the Conference,” said Burrow.
That’s sometimes a challenge, he admits, yet, even so, “we
want to ensure that everybody can be heard.” Small table
group conversation provides all of the present CCMC
members to weigh in on every decision and then report back
to the full group, which means that “a variety of voices can
be heard.”

years, most recently as chairperson of the board of global
ministries (BOGM). In that role he worked with the group

Speaking of a voice, the question was asked of Rev. Burrow,

that “is the missions arm of the conference.” Among its

“why did you say yes to the invitation to become CCMC
chairperson?” He asked some people why his name was
suggested. He was told that he has an ability to “help the
group to discern, to keep it on trace, and also to provide
a calming influence.” He concluded by noting that “it’s
important to keep things in perspective,” and admitted, “I
think I can do that.”
The Iowa Conference Connectional Ministries Council is
executive directed by Rev. Karen Nichols Dungan, who is the
Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries.
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Hillcrest Family Services Awarded

H

illcrest Family Services received two special
recognitions at the April 2016 United Methodist
Association meeting. These are awards for excellence

and creativity in providing services.
UMA is the association for United Methodist-related Health
and Welfare agencies. It is a voluntary association committed to excellence in ministry and services.
HFS receives a Unified Grant from the conference to help support their chaplaincy.

2016 Best Practice Awards

2016 Innovation Awards

Hillcrest Family Services, Dubuque, IA

Hillcrest Family Services, Dubuque, IA

Daily Spiritual Experience
Survey

Mental Health Services in the
Emergency Room

Using the Daily Spiritual Experience Survey, Hillcrest is

Hillcrest identified a patient need and a service provision

incorporating spirituality into the healing process for

dilemma. In response, the organization created a positive

clients and staff.

solution by offering mental health services in the

•

Hillcrest leaders worked with author Lynn

Emergency room.

Underwood to build strategic programing and

•

•

evaluation that incorporates spirituality into the

beds in their ER due to multiple scenarios including

healing process for clients and staff.

law enforcement, restrictive levels of treatment and

The evaluation encourages individual spiritual growth

involuntary committals.

for staff and residents.
•

Historically there was a shortage of mental health

•

A mental health professional in the ER could

The overall outcomes have proven positive, with

intermediate by assessing the patient’s level of

50% – 60% of adults feeling very or more close to

proposed care and consult with physician to care plan

God.

appropriately.
•

Because of their vision, patients are now being served
with less restrictive outpatient settings, less
trauma and cost, minimized law enforcement
resources thus resulting in much needed
available inpatient beds for those assessed
with true needs.
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GIVE
THANKS
in all circumstance;

for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you.
1 Thessalonians 5:18

