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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

    

Dear Presidents and Members of the Northwest District United Methodist Women, 

The Northwest District United Methodist Women’s Annual Meeting on Sept. 22 at the St. Paul’s UMC in 

Cherokee, Iowa was well attended with 115 in attendance. We had very positive feedback with appreciation for 

not having lengthy speakers. We performed two skits, plus a message on the 150th anniversary of our 

organization. Special thanks to our hostesses of the St. Paul’s UMC, the District Superintendent and his wife for 

attending, as well as our three Conference officers.  I personally want to thank our district officers for their 

work in organizing this event.   

Five district officers attended the Conference Annual meeting in Knoxville on Oct. 6. We had a touring day on 

Friday before the meeting which was filled with laughter, fun and fellowship as well as learning. Thanks to 

Julie Nelson for planning our day.   

With Thanksgiving just a few weeks away, we are reminded of how blessed we are. I participated in the 

Siouxland Sleepout which will be over by the time you receive this newsletter. It is a humbling experience to 

hear how many, just in our Northwest District, are homeless and in need. As United Methodist Women, we are 

involved all over the world in reaching out and serving those less fortunate. When you have a chance, please 
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find a way to help when you see a need. As you sit at your table, surrounded by family, give thanks for that 

opportunity to gather together. 

In closing, this is my last year on the executive committee of the NW District UMW. What a pleasure it has 

been to serve you as president the past four years. I have been blessed with a great team of special ladies to do 

the work God sent us to do. I pray that you will continue to support them with your attendance at events, in 

giving funds to this awesome organization and keep the mission work going. Regardless of how big or small 

your unit is, you have a vital part in keeping it going. Through prayer all things are possible if you “know God”.  

Have a great Thanksgiving and a blessed Christmas with the assurance of grace through our loving Jesus! 

 
                                                                                   Blessings, 
                                                                                   Sue Ritts, President of the Northwest District of the          
                                                                                   United Methodist of the Iowa Conference 
                                                                                   205 N 3rd Ave. 
                                                                                   Washta, Iowa, 51061-1005 
                                                                                   712-447-6186 or cell: 712-229-0075 
                                                                                   Email: susieqritts@yahoo.com 

 
 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
 

I pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your inner 
being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  And I pray that you, being  

rooted and established in love…  - Ephesians 3:16-17 
  

It is such a blessing, the Holy Spirit, alive and active in the believer.  God, through the Holy Spirit, gives us His 
strength and power.  His comforting peace is more than our minds can often comprehend.  As we build our 
faith on God, He gives as more than we can ask or imagine, as it states further on in this chapter - in verse 
20.  We can glorify and raise up in praise our one and only true Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Let’s remember 
to do that daily! 
  
Thanks to all who attended the District Spiritual Growth Study on the 22nd of October.  God gives me the 
strength and peace to do these programs, and I pray those who attended grew spiritually.  Through many 
activities, hopefully learning took place.  Thanks so very much to the Ida Grove church. What a great and 
beautiful facility!  The United Methodist Women provided a delicious lunch! The district officers were very 
supportive and participated in the program. I especially appreciate Daina Powers, who helped so much with the 
PowerPoint.  Such a community effort - and I give all the glory to God who is in control! 
  
The 2019 Spiritual Growth study is Gospel of Mark: Radical Discipleship and I look forward to seeing the book 
next year. A tentative date for this district study is on Monday, Oct. 28, 2019, so keep watch. 
  
It has been a busy fall with many United Methodist Women activities.  Remember to celebrate 150 years 
(March 23, 2019) of our great organization in your local units. 
 
           Kathleen Hawkins,  
              NW IA District Spiritual Growth Leader 
              11373 Nature Ave, Le Mars, IA   51031     
              Phone:  712-562-6514 
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COORDINATOR FOR SOCIAL ACTION 

Soon we will be celebrating our blessings and the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  While 

planning and preparing for these holidays, we must remember our four priority justice 

issues of Climate Justice, Economic Inequality, Criminalization of Communities of Color, 

and Maternal & Child Health.  I encourage you to take time to read “Our Social Creed,” 

cited in the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (2016) on pages 144-145; 

or in the Social Principles of The United Methodist Church (2013-2016 page 52).  As you 

read the Creed, think about these issues and recognize how they apply to the Creed.  For 

example, paragraph two says, “We affirm the natural world as God’s 

handiwork and dedicate ourselves to its preservation, enhancement and 

faithful use by humankind.”  This statement would relate to Climate Justice.   We can put 

the Creed into action by voicing our concerns related to these issues to our government 

leaders.  Please remember to vote.  Have a Blessed Thanksgiving, a Joyous Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.   
 
                                                           Blessings, 
                                                           Janet Grossnickle, Northwest District Social Action Officer 
                                                           4805 Morningside Ave., Sioux City, Iowa   51106 
                                                           712-276-0485    jjgrossnick@gmail.com  

   

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Please feel free to call me with any concerns or suggestions as I continue my duties as Communications 
Coordinator (mainly, printing and sending this newsletter).  Please help me keep updated as addresses change 
or need correction. It is very important that you send your updated officer lists with CORRECT 
email addresses.  Make sure each letter is correct (upper case? lower case?), periods, 
underlines, etc. This saves me making lots of phone calls when incorrectly written emails are returned to me. 
Thank you for taking the time to send accurate email addresses.                      
       
      Sandy Heerdt, (712-212-5364) 
       504 Q Ave., Milford, IA   51351 
      sandyheerdt@gmail.com 

 

 

Name of Report Due Date Local Send to: 

Local Officers List Oct. 30  *Past Due District Secretary, Carolyn Roberts 

Cash receipts to finish year Dec. 10 District Treasurer, Julie Nelson 
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EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION 

“Watch out and guard yourselves from every kind of greed; because your true life is not made 

up of the things you own, no matter how rich you may be” Luke 12:15 

It is time again to give thanks to everyone for working so hard with mission studies and also for returning the 

2018 forms. We had a good number of platinum certificates this year. We are proud of the work you do in your 

units and in your church. Another year is almost here, and again I encourage you to use the forms as a guide for 

the work you are about to start. Some of you are ready to develop the program book for the year, be sure to 

include a visit from your shepherdess in the program. I love to visit all of the units I have been assigned and 

learn about the work you are doing in your church. We are still looking for new district officers; if you are 

interested or know of someone that could be interested please contact the nominating committee.  

I am getting ready to put the 2019 Education and Interpretation study together. Like every year I ask for 

prayers as I put together the study. The new study will be from the book: WHAT ABOUT OUR MONEY? A 

Faith Response, by Susan K. Taylor. You will have plenty of time to read the book, and I encourage you to read 

it.  

 Most of us would rather talk about politics or death or pretty much anything else before we talk  

 about money. What about Our Money? A Faith Response explores how we understand money  

 within the context of our faith. This discussion and our own awareness of how we relate to money 

 can help free us from many of the financial dilemmas we face.  (From the back cover) 

 

 The focus of this study is both personal and communal. We will explore our own relationship with  

 money, the money choices available to us, and how we individually and collectively respond to  

 economic inequalities in light of our faith.  (From the back cover) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

       
 
      Till we meet again, Love and blessings, 
      Daina Powers 
      216 East Street, Peterson, Iowa 51047  
      Home 712-295-7036     dainapwrs@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Put on your calendar:  April 8, 2019 

Study: What about your money? 

Peterson First United Methodist Church 

Daina Powers     712-295-7036   dainapwrs@gmail.com 

More information to come after first of the year 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjqzc7Sq6DeAhVPylMKHUkJDEcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/453315518734632443/&psig=AOvVaw0O-a_iL3sDO26S7fFaWj9u&ust=1540513887940637
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TREASURER’S MESSAGE 
 
Treasurer’s Packet of Information 
By now, every treasurer has received the packet of information necessary for your job as treasurer of your local 
unit.  Either you picked it up at our District Annual Meeting in Cherokee or I mailed it to you following the 
meeting. Be sure to review the financial report for your unit. Let me know if there are any errors.   
 
Five Star Units 
In 2017 we had 59 local units that reached Five Star Unit status. Congratulations to each of these units.  Check 
your 2018 financial report to see which categories you have remaining for 2018 Five Star status. The Five Star 
Unit areas are marked with stars and include: 
 *Pledge to Mission 
 *Special Mission Recognition 
 *Gift to Mission (cards) 
 *Gift in Memory 
 *Thank Offering 
 The Five Star certificates will be mailed to qualifying units at the end of the year. 
 
Northwest District 2019 Pledge to Missions 
At our District Annual Meeting in Cherokee, we voted to set the 2019 Northwest District pledge to the Iowa 
Conference UMW at $70,000. This is $5,000 less than our 2018 pledge to missions.   
 
Financial Year Closing December 10th 
Any unit giving for 2018 must be received by December 10, 2018.   This is the date I must close the treasurer’s 
books for the year and get our records ready to send to the auditors.   Any money received after December 10th 
will be held until January 2019 and will be credited to your 2019 giving. 
 
End of Year Financial Reports 
At the end of the year, after our treasurer’s books are closed, I will send each unit a copy of your detailed 
financial report, your Five Star Certificate, if applicable, and a pledge form for your 2020 pledge to mission. 
Pledge information for the following year will be due in June. 
 
New District Treasurer 2019 
I am completing my 6th and final year as treasurer of Northwest District.  It has been very enjoyable getting to 
know all of you with all of our correspondence on remittances and meeting many of you  personally at our 
annual meetings and  other workshops. You have all done exceptional jobs as local unit treasurers.  Thank you 
for having made my job as district treasurer easy. Your new treasurer will be Esta Fraley from Sioux Rapids, 
beginning in 2019.  I will be sending you her address, email, and phone number in the end-of-year mailing.  
 
New Position 2019 
At our Annual Meeting in Cherokee, I was elected as President of Northwest District United Methodist Women. 
I will look forward to seeing you at upcoming events in our District. Thank you so much for all you do for 
United Methodist Women. 
 
       Blessings to each and every one of you. 
       Julie Nelson, Treasurer, NW District    
       1105 West Street       
       Ruthven , IA 51358 
       Phone: 712- 837- 4310 

             Email:  nursenelson@hotmail.com 
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PROGRAM RESOURCES 
 
I enjoyed seeing many of you at the 2018 Northwest District Annual Meeting at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in 

Cherokee on September 22 as we began to celebrate our 150th year of putting faith, hope, and love into action through 

United Methodist Women.  If you would like a script and power point for the skit about our founding mothers, please send 

me your email address to me (address below) and I will send them to you by return email. 

There are changes occurring with resources we use in our units.  I recently received my copy of the last issue of New World 

Outlook Fall 2018.  It is a beautiful issue featuring the past, the present, and the future.  And I have heard that our own 

response magazine will be going to only 6 issues a year.  These have been valuable magazines in getting out the message 

about the ministries of The United Methodist Church and United Methodist Women, but with dwindling funds, mission 

dollars are probably better spent in actual mission to those in need. 

The 2019 Prayer Calendar is now available through Mission Resources (earlier than the November 2 date I was given in 

September).  In fact I had some available for sale at the Spiritual Growth Event at the Ida Grove United Methodist Church 

on October 23.  Be sure to order your copy before the first of the year. 

Mission Resources has a new way of handling the sales of program resources (including the Reading Program books) at 

our Annual Meetings.  They will send out to the secretary of Program Resources just one book with samples of the 

resources and then members at the meetings fill out order forms and the resources are sent directly to the individual 

member (or a unit that is ordering).  There will no longer be the large number of boxes of books to order nor the return of 

unsold items.  Most of our districts used this method at their Annual Meetings in September, but we were somehow ahead 

of the deadline and had the actual books to purchase. 

I have been blessed in serving as your secretary of Program Resources these past four years and hope that in some small 

way I have been able to bless you in my service.  We still do not have a new secretary of Program Resources for the 

Northwest District.  Please ask in your prayers if this is a way God would have you live in discipleship and if so contact 

Marty Warrender or Julie Dozark of the Nominating Committee.  I can attest that it is a great way to grow and to serve. 

Esta M. Fraley, Secretary of Program Resources 
2360 490th Street, Sioux Rapids, IA 50585 
712-283-2588     ems20h@webbwireless.net  

 

(Some dates are tentative and subject to change) 
NW District Executive 
Officers Meeting 

Tuesday, Jan. 29 at Storm Lake United Methodist Church, 211 E 3rd St. 

150th Anniversary: UMW Saturday, March 23, 2019         How is your local unit going to celebrate? 

NW District Executive 
Officers Meeting 

Monday, April 8 at Peterson United Methodist Church,  108 3rd St. 

Mission u and District 
Officers Training Event (DOTE) 

Sunday through Tuesday, July 21-23: Location to be determined  

NW District Executive 
Officers Meeting 

Monday, July 29 at Shessler Hall and then at 1st UMC of Sioux City, 1915 Nebraska 
St. 

District Annual Meeting Friday, Sept. 27: Location to be determined. (Meeting led by Conference Leaders) 

Spiritual Growth Study and 
NW District Executive 
Officers Mtg. 

Monday, Oct. 28: Location to be determined. 

Fall Mission u Friday through Sunday, Oct. 18-20: Location to be determined 
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RECORDING SECRETARY 
 

Greetings Northwest Iowa Secretaries, 

Thanks to those of you who have sent me your unit officers for 2019! If you haven’t done so yet, please send 

them to me as soon as possible. You will find a form for this in the president’s packet from the District Annual 

Meeting. I need to update the list for the Conference soon, so really appreciate your help with this list. 

Also, the District needs a secretary as my first term is ending. After prayer and reflection, I have decided to not 

take another term. I would encourage you to consider this position. Working with the other women on the 

executive board has been very rewarding, but my community and local church responsibilities are all I can do 

at this time. 

My wish is that God may grant you all a wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas Season! 

      
      God Bless, 
      Carolyn Roberts 
      Northwest District Recording Secretary 
      PO Box 227 
      Peterson, Ia. 51047 
      cstonerroberts@outlook.com     712-295-5801  
 

 
 

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 
 

Sisters in Christ, 

Another year has flown by leaving lots of memories of friendships and service.  We have held four executive 

meetings, put on an Education and Interpretation study at Marcus, a Spiritual Growth study at Ida Grove, the 

District Annual Meeting with Local Officers’ Training at Cherokee, and attended Mission u at Marshalltown 

and Conference Annual Meeting at Knoxville.  It’s been a good year. 

However, the work is not done.  Still to be done is the finding of a dedicated member who will take on the 

duties of secretary and another who will take the reins of the secretary of program resources.  If your expertise 

is taking notes and arranging them into minutes, consider serving as secretary for this wonderful group of 

women.  And if you love books, serving as secretary of program resources will let you see them first and then 

help others to find the ones they will love also.  If you know of anyone who would be an asset to the District 

team, please suggest them to us.  We will do the follow-up work.  Waiting to hear from you! 

       Yours in Christ  

                   Marty Warrender, Nominations Chairperson,   
                    112 Hwy 31, Washta, IA 51061 
        mdwarrend@yahoo.com, 712-447-6335  

mailto:cstonerroberts@outlook.com
mailto:mdwarrend@yahoo.com
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MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE AND OUTREACH 
 
The census report is coming and this is an important responsibility.  The form in the President’s packet lets you 
know the information you will need to submit the report.  Remember: this CANNOT be done until January 1, 
2019! I will send out more information towards the end of December. PLEASE DO NOT SEND ANYTHING 
TO ME NOW.  I am in Des Moines where I’m having back surgery next week.  It will probably be the end of 
December when I return home. (Editor’s note: Let’s be in prayer for Judy). 
 
      Judy Wanned, Membership, Nurture, and Outreach 
      Ph. (712) 253-5558  e-mail:  thewanneds@gmail.com 

 

Shepherdess Assignments 2019 
 

Local unit leaders should contact your shepherdess to schedule a time for her to meet with your unit. 

 

  
Purpose of the United Methodist Women 

 
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God, and to experience 
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand 
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Shepherdess Phone Email Your Church 

Esta Fraley 712-283-2588 ems20h@webbwireless.net Gillett Grove, Webb, Cherokee, Storm Lake, Alta, 
Early 

Julie Nelson 712-837-4310 nursenelson@hotmail.com Ruthven, Estherville, Graettinger, Royal, 
Armstrong 

Julie Dozark 712-677-2293 dddozark@gmail.com Ida Grove, Odebolt, Lakes, Danbury, Mapleton, 
Charter Oak 

Daina Powers 712-295-7036 dainapwrs@gmail.com Peterson, Aurelia, Nemaha, Marcus, Sutherland, 
Melvin 

Sue Ritts 712-447-6186 susiegritts@yahoo.com Holstein, Larrabee, Archer, Primghar, Sheldon, 
Rock Rapids 

Judy Wanned 712-253-5558 thewanneds@gmail.com SC First, SC Trimble, SC Whitfield, 
 SC Grace, Merrill 1st 

Marty Warrender 712-447-6335 mdwarrend@yahoo.com Washta, Correctionville, Cushing, Kingsley, 
Pierson 

Kathleen Hawkins 712-562-6514 kathawkeye@hotmail.com Seney, Merrill-Melbourne, Hawarden, Ireton, 
Rock Valley, Adaville 

Janet Grossnickle 
 

712-276-0485 jjgrossnick@gmail.com SC St. James, Onawa, Hornick, Moville, Anthon 

Sandy Heerdt 712-212-5364 sandyheerdt@gmail.com Spencer, Sibley, Lake Park, Spirit Lake, Arnolds 
Park 

Virginia Otto 712-841-6846 va43otto@gmail.com Laurens, Mallard, Pocahontas-Havelock, Varina, 
West Bend 

Karen Newton 712-277-4110 cnknewt@msn.com Sgt. Bluffs, LeMars 

tel:%28712%29%20253-5558
mailto:thewanneds@gmail.com
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Spiritual Growth Day – Monday, Oct. 22, 2018 

 

Kathleen Hawkins led the Spiritual Growth Study using the book Embracing Wholeness: AN EARTH  
PERSPECTIVE FOR COVENANTAL LIVING by Jessica Stonecypher.  Ida Grove’s First United Methodist 
Church hosted the event attended by over 80 women from the Northwest District on October 22, 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


