
Pastoral Prayer by Rev. Bill Poland 
 
In this time of concern and stress and COVID-19, many of us are carrying concerns that weigh 
heavily upon us. And we seek hope. Hope comes to us as we share our concerns, our dreams, 
our fears with God, and invite the Holy Spirit of God to enter in.  
 
Let us pray.  
 
Holy and gracious God, we thank you for the goodness of creation around us. For the harvest 
that is being gathered in. For your care of those whose harvest has been hindered by the 
derecho and drought. We pray that you'll raise up in us a desire to imitate your love and to live 
your love with our neighbors as we reach out in love, support and prayer to console and 
encourage one another. 
 
Great God of light, in this time of anxiety shed forth your presence. Your light, your hope to all 
of us who are carrying burdens, who are carrying anxieties and fears. We ask that you would 
come and remove them. We pray for our leaders in this time of election here in Iowa and in the 
United States, that you would enter into our process and lead us forward in grace and faith. We 
pray for our churches and our pastors that in this time of stress you would offer care. And we 
thank you for those miraculous activities that happened to bring life and light, even in the midst 
of our fears and despair, because you have not deserted us. You are with us. And you offer us 
life.  
 
Now we pray that you would make us instruments of that life for the world. Instruments of 
your healing, of your reconciling love, and of your gracious presence. Help us to follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus, who is our Savior and Lord and through whom we pray. 
 
Amen. 


