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Established in 1866 by the Freedmen’s Aid Society of the Methodist Church on a former slave auction site. 
Rust is the oldest one of 11 Historically Black Colleges and Universities established after the Civil War by the 
Methodist Church still in existence today serving more than 1,000 students annually from Mississippi, 16 states 
and 6 foreign countries.  Rust’s Mission continues to be in tune with the church’s overall philosophy – doing 
no harm, doing good and staying in love with Jesus Christ as we serve the young people who look to Rust as 
their bridge to a better tomorrow through education. 
Rust College Religious Life is a diverse community providing the administration, faculty, staff and students 
sacred space to be fellow travelers on a journey of faith that leads to transformation of the individual and the 
world.  The Office of the Chaplain oversees religious life activities, coordinates training for student ministers, 
and provides counseling for administration, faculty, staff, and students. 
Informed by Christian tradition, Rust College religious life strives to be an ambassador for Jesus Christ to a 
diverse higher education community.  Grounded in the Wesleyan tradition, religious life is the place where 
“Tomorrow’s Leaders are Students Today.”  Students who will be and do “all the good they can, by all the 
means they can, in all the ways they can, in all the places they can, at all the times they can to all the people 
they can, for as long as they can.” 

 
Highlights for 2017-2018 year include: 

 
• The College ended the 2016-2017 fiscal year with a balanced budget for the 51st consecutive year. 
• Rust College received a $145,000 grant from the Hearin Foundation to support needy students seeking 

financial aid. The total grant equaled $580,000, over a four-year period.  
• Mrs. Carrie Conway, Senior Program Officer with the Lettie Pate Whitehead Foundation visited with 

President, executive team and student recipients on the Rust campus.  The Lettie Pate Whitehead Foun-
dation awarded a $140,000 grant to Rust College General Scholarship Fund for 2017-2018.  

• Dr. Hilda B. Williams, Assistant Professor of English, received the Humanities Teacher of the Year 
award. 

• Reverend Jesse Jackson, Civil rights activist and Rainbow PUSH Coalition President visited campus in 
an effort to reach young voters and encouraged voter registration and engagement.  

• Ms. Ba’Sheera Williams, a senior English literature major from Yazoo City, Mississippi was selected 
Student Ambassador for the White House Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and Universities.  

• Awarded a $32,170 Mississippi IDeA Network of Biomedical Research Excellence (MS INBRE) grant. 
• Awarded a $50,000 Grant from the Department of Health and Human Services Public Health 

 Services. 
• Awarded a $1,336,000.00 grant from the Lilly Endowment UNCF Career Pathways Initiative program. 
 

As you, our friends of the United Methodist Church, continue to uphold your promise of educational oppor-
tunity established many years ago, we, the members of the Rust College family, will uphold the promise made 
by our founder, Rev. A. C. McDonald in 1866, “to do not hothouse work” but will work to build men and 
women morally, spiritually and academically sound.  We are thankful to you for your prayers and financial 
support. Your continued support is essential as we endeavor to build a stronger legacy for this generation and 
those in years to come who will look to Rust and our great church for higher educational opportunities. 

 
The College expresses thanks for the dedication and leadership of the following Trustees from the Iowa 
Annual Conference:  Bishop Laurie Haller, Mrs. Margaret Borgen, Rev. Dr. David Swinton, Rev. Dr. Barrie 
Tritle, and Rev. Robert Ward. 


