
               
 
Saint Paul School of Theology, a seminary of the United Methodist Church, is committed to the formation of 
people for innovative, creative ministry. We are one institution with campuses in Kansas and Oklahoma. During 
the 2018-2019 academic year, the seminary enrolled 99 students in master and doctoral degree programs. 
 
Saint Paul School of Theology began the 2018-2019 academic year moving its Kansas staff and faculty offices to 
the Kansas Campus where classes are held.  This move was the final step in the process of renovating 
classrooms with larger spaces as well as bringing Kansas faculty, staff, and students together.  A new Common 
Room equipped with refrigerator, microwave, and snacks was added to give students a place to gather for 
community meals, student forums, and study. Enhanced technology upgrades were made on both campuses 
with the launch of the new FLEX schedule and FOCUS week.  We received a $5,000 grant from the Missouri 
United Methodist Foundation to support our technology program for students. In an ever-increasing digital 
world, Saint Paul is constantly working to reach beyond its walls.  

A new Doctor of Ministry (DMin) focus, Spiritual Leadership in Unsettled Times, was announced with courses 
beginning Fall 2019. The new DMin focus is offered in partnership with Church of the Resurrection, Gamaliel 
Network, and the Metro Organization for Racial and Economic Equity.  Students can take a mixture of online 
and hybrid (blended online and on-campus) courses to complete the required curriculum.  

This year marks the celebration of over 10 years in Oklahoma. Since 2008, Saint Paul has prepared Oklahoma-
area leaders for ministries that meet the needs of today’s churches and society. In collaboration with Oklahoma 
City University, students enjoy access to all the resources of a vibrant university, as well as the hospitality and 
support of a close-knit seminary community. 
 
For Fall 2019, The Oklahoma Foundation, in partnership with Saint Paul School of Theology, is offering a three-
year scholarship to educate future church leaders. An Oklahoma Foundation Fellow will receive 3 years of full-
tuition and fees (covering 79 credit hours toward the Master of Divinity degree). Foundation Fellows will learn 
multiple ministry skills in areas such as worship, pastoral care, evangelism, and discipleship. 
 
Saint Paul’s faculty continue to contribute to the academy, church, and society. Dr. Elaine Robinson, Professor 
of Methodist Studies and Christian Theology, worked along with co-editor Amos Nascimiento to solicit chapters 
from United Methodist scholars around the globe who could present an indigenous account of the history of 
Methodism in their own context. These authors include: Fulgence Nyengele (Congo), Julio Vilanculos 
(Mozambique), Ulrike Schuler (Western Europe), Sergei Nikolaev (Russia), and Luther Oconer (Philippines). The 
manuscript is now finished and in the process of being published by GBHEM’s Foundry Books under the title, 
Global United Methodism: Telling the Stories, Living the Realities.  
 
Dr. Jim Brandt, Professor of Historical Theology and Director of Contextual Education, wrote the lead article in 
the recently published book, Schleiermacher and Sustainability: A Theology for Ecological Living.  As part of the 
Columbia Series in Reformed Theology, each chapter deals with a particular locus in Schleiermacher's 
systematic theology, focusing on its implications for sustainable living. 
 
 



Saint Paul’s 2018-2019 Lecture Series boasted several exciting key note speakers from across the United States 
to speak on a myriad of topics such as “10 Steps on the Path of Moral Leadership” and “Speaking of Jesus: Early 
Methodist Principles for Bearing Witness to the Christian Story in a Multi-Religious World”. In October, Dr. Luke 
Bretherton of Duke University was the speaker for the Wayne E. Drake Peace Lecture.  In February, the 
Foundation for Evangelism sponsored Rev. Dr. Jack Jackson of Claremont School of Theology to present this 
year’s Wallace Chappell Lecture. In March, Rev. Dr. David Gushee of Mercer University was the keynote speaker 
for the Slater-Wilson Lectureship on Spiritual and Intellectual Life.   
 
For 2018, Saint Paul received a grant from Kansas Leadership Center (KLC) in Wichita, KS that allowed 20 people 
to experience KLC programs. Several faculty, staff, and alumni were able to practice KLC’s approach to 
leadership. Those participants have reported being enriched and inspired by the program. For 2019, Saint Paul 
received 40 slots for community leaders to attend KLC programs. 
 
Saint Paul Course of Study (COS) School educated 299 students in Leawood, KS; Hays, KS; Oklahoma City, OK; 
Columbia, MO; and Springfield, MO. Saint Paul launched a part-time, accelerated COS satellite program in 
Columbia, MO this year.  Comprised of 9 courses in practical theology, this COS option is designed specifically 
for part-time local pastors or certified lay ministers entering ministry following completion of the Missouri 
Conference Licensing School. Like any other COS Satellite, the Columbia satellite is a pilot and collaborative 
program of Saint Paul Course of Study Regional School in collaboration with the Missouri Conference. Since 
September 2018, COS has offered two courses and enrolled and registered 23 students in the satellite program. 
 
Saint Paul School of Theology is pleased to report that the Higher Learning Commission has changed the 
seminary’s status from “Accredited - Probation” to “Accredited”. For 60 years, Saint Paul has supplied 
excellence in theological education and our previous challenges have inspired us to strive beyond excellence. 
We are excited about our future and furthering the mission of Saint Paul. 
 
President Neil Blair, Saint Paul trustees, faculty, staff, alumni, and students thank you for your interest, prayers 
and support. 
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